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"An Act relating to arson in the third degree." 
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State of Alaska 

2016 Legislative Session 

Identifier: HB339-DOA-PDA-03-30-16 

Title: MOTOR VEHICLE ARSON 

Sponsor: JUDICIARY 

Requester: House Judiciary 

Expenditures/Revenues 

Fiscal Note 
Bill Version: 

Fiscal Note Number: 

(H) Publish Date: 

HB 339 

4/6/2016 

Department: Department of Administration 

Appropriation: Legal and Advocacy Services 

Allocation: Public Defender Agency · 

0MB Component Number: 1631 

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. /Thousands of Dollars\ 
Included in 

FY2017 Governor's 
Appropriation FY2017 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 
Travel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source Operating Only) 
None 
Total 

Positions 

!Full-time 
Part-time 
Temporary 

! Change in Revenues 

Requested 
FY 2017 

0.0 

0.0 

Request 
FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY2022 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2017) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version: 
I Not applicable, initial version. 

Prepared By: Quinlan Steiner Phone: 
Division: 

_P_u_b-lic_D_e-fe_n_d_er_A_g_e-nc_y ___________________ Date: 

Approved By: Sheldon Fisher, Commissioner Date: 

Agency: Department of Administration 

Printed 4/6/2016 Page 1 of 2 

(907)334-4414 

03/29/2016 12:00 AM 
03/29/16 

Control Code: rumUW 



HB 339 - Fiscal Note 1 

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

STATE OF ALASKA 
2016 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

This bill redefines arson in the third degree to include starting a fire or explosion that causes damage to another person's 
vehicle on private property. 

The Public Defender Agency does not anticipate a fiscal impact from this legislation and therefore submits a zero fiscal 
note. 

(Revised 9/9/15 OMBI\.FO) Page 2 of2 
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State of Alaska 

2016 Legislative Session 

Identifier: HB339-LA W-CRIM-03-25-16 

Title: MOTOR VEHICLE ARSON 

Fiscal Note 
Bill Version: 

Fiscal Note Number: 

(H) Publish Date: 

Department: Department of Law 

Appropriation: Criminal Division 

HB 339 

2 

4/6/2016 

Sponsor: JUDICIARY Allocation: Criminal Justice Litigation 

Requester: House Judiciary 0MB Component Number: 2202 

Expenditures/Revenues 
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. (Thousands of Dollars) 

Included in 
FY2017 Governor's 

Appropriation FY2017 Out-Year Cost Estimates 

OPERA TING EXPENDITURES 
Personal Services 
Tra','.el 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous 
Total Operating 

Fund Source Operating Only) 
None 
Total 

Positions 

rull-llm, 
Part-time 
Temporary 

i Change in Revenues 

Requested 
FY 2017 

0.0 

0.0 

Request 
FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

~ 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2016) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required) 
(discuss reasons.and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2017) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required} 
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section) 

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS 
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version: 
i lnitital version, not applicable. 

Prepared By: _V_a_le_ri_e_R_o_se...c,_B_ud_,g"--e_t A_n_a...:lyc..s_t _________________ Phone: 
Division: Administrative Services Division Date: 
Approved By: -C-r-ai_g_W_.-R-ic-h-ar-d-s,-A-tt-or-n-ey-G-en-e-ra_l _______________ Date: 

Agency: Department of Law 

Printed 4/6/2016 Page 1 of 2 

(907)465-367 4 
03/25/2016 09:07 AM 
03/25/16 

Control Code: WHIJr 



HB 339 - Fiscal Note 2 

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

STATE OF ALASKA 
2016 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Analysis 

This legislation expands the crime of arson in the third degree to include burning a vehicle on private property. Arson in 
the third degree is a class C felony. 

The Department of Law does not anticipate a fiscal impact from this legislation at this time. 

(Revised 9/9/15 OMB/LFD) Page 2 of 2 

H B339-LAW-CRIM-03-25-16 Page 2 of 2 Control Code: WHIJr 



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

Representative Gabrielle LeDoux, 
Chair 

Representative Charisse Millett 
Representative Neal Foster 
Representative Bob Lynn 

Representative Matt Claman 
Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 

· Representative Wes Keller, 
Vice Chair 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
Alaska State Capitol, Room120 

Juneau, AK 99801 
907-465-4998 • 907-465-4419 (fax) 

Sponsor Statement 
House Bill 339 - Motor Vehicle Arson 

House Bill 339 aims to increase public safety by expanding the circumstances where the act of 
arson may be classified as arson. 

Current law provides that damaging a vehicle by fire or explosion may only be charged as 
arson in the third degree if the crime is committed on state or municipal land. An identical 
action on private land would be criminal mischief in the third degree. Both crimes are class C 
felonies. 

The narrowness of the Arson 3 statute hinders fire and arson investigators' ability to track 
repeat offenders. Serial arsonists are often prime suspects when a new arson crime is 
committed, but difficult to track when they have only been previously convicted of criminal 
mischief. House Bill 339 would aid investigators in solving these crimes by creating a clearer 
criminal history. I urge your support of this bill. 



February 26,2016 

Representative LeDoux 
State Capitol Room 118 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Representative LeDoux: 

Alaska Fire Chiefs Association 
820 Glacier Ave 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone: 907 723-4420 
E-Mail: r_etheridge@me.com Web: www.alaskafirechiefs.org 

· Thank you for taking time to address this matter as it is of great importance to the Alaska Fire Service 
and victims of violent crimes. 

The Alaska Fire·Chiefs Association support House Bill 339 and Senate Bill SB 187 "An Act relating to 
Arson in the 3rd degree. 

This simple addition to the existing law will allow people to be held accountable for the crime of arson 
when lighting a vehicle on fire regardless of the ownership of the land the vehicle is parked on. 

Under the current statute they can only be prosecuted if the vehicle was located on state or municipal 
lands. The addition of "Private Property" will give prosecutors additional tools to help combat Alaska's 
arsori crimes. 

Thank you very much for your time and support to this legislation. 

Si11rerely, 

·~~ 
Richard Etheridge 
President 
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Alaska Association of 
Fire & Arson Investigators 

Mi;;Jrch 1, 2016. 

AAFAI 
P.O. Box 671468 
Chugiak-, AK 99567 

Brian Balega, Presideot 
Yuvette Jaegge, Secretaty 

The ,Honorable Gabrielle LeDoux 
1:'io4~e of Representatives 
Ala_iika State Ca:pitoJ 
June~u, Alaska '9.,9801 

Don Cuthbert, Vice-President 

I am Writil'l.g lhis ,letteer on behalf of the Alaska AssocLation of Fi.re Ar~on Inve?tigator 
ln ·supportfor: HB 339, Motor·Vehkle Arson on Private Property, whi<:h was 
ifi(rodt.Jced by the House Judiciary Committee on 02/24/2.-CYl,6. 

The Alasl<a. AssociatLon of Fire & Arson Investigc;ltors' believes triat House Bill 339 
and Senate Bill 187 eliminates an unforeseen lo·ophoJe created in 20U8 when House 
Bilf Z68 W'as originally created. 

In sh'ort, the exJsting law restricts enforcement to vehicles geographically located 
oh government lands thus eliminating Jaw enforcement charging an individual for 
intentionally setti'ng another person 1s vehicle on fire whi<=h is located on private 
property. 

In one case ·a fema·le, was sitting in a vehicle not owned by her in the parking lot of 
CARRs Gambell in Anchorage. A witness took photog"raphs of her setting a fire in 
the vehicle-pr,ior- to leavin9. The female had fo be charged with a felony Criminal 
Mischief. The charges were eventually reduced and she pied to Crim'ihally Negligent 
Burning a Class A m·isdemeanor. Although a felony conviction was not ·obtained the 
original.charge did not accurately reflect that she intentionally used fire as a 
de.st:ruetive weapon to destroy another person's property. 

Upo.n the pc;1ssage of this bill, it wi.11 correct this err0r1 improve, record keeping and 
permit proper charg·ing by law enforcement. Th'is blll will also al.low a person's, 
criminal history co teflect an arson conviction and provide for proper sentencihg 
evaluation on future fire related offenses. 

Brian L. .Ba.lega, President 
AK-CF!, NA_FI-CFEI 

Alas.ka Assoc;iation of Fire and Arson Investigators. 

"Fire PreventiQn through (lggressive investigation of every fire" 
PO Box 671468. Chugiak, AK 99567 - Voice (907) 229-7735- Fax (907) 249-7582 

www.alaskafireinvestigators.org 


