
<TARGET><BILL>SB 24</BILL><SUBJECT>SB  
24</SUBJ ECT ><COMM>STRA28</COMM></TARGET >



S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  
F ir s t  C o m m itte e  o f  R e fe rra l

Date of 5-Day Notice: ____________
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

DATE: 1/18/13 FURTH

DATE TURNED 
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Transportation Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 24

SB 24-MARINE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD 

"An Act relating to the Alaska Marine Transportation Advisory Board." 

and recommends:

] be replaced with CS _________________________ (_________ ) [  ]  Same Title [  ]  New Title

] adopt previous CS __________________________ ( ) [  ] Same Title [  ]  New Title

] attached amendment(s)

] adopt_______________

] further referral to

_Letter of Intent 

Committee

Dept Abbr.

ADM LWF
CED LAW
COR LEG
CRT MVA
EED DNR
DEC DPS
DFG REV
GOV DOT
DHS UA
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D OT 1 /
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sponsor Statement for Senate B ill 24 
“An Act re la tin g  to the  A laska M arine T ran sp o rta tio n  A dvisory B o ard ”

Senate Bill 24 alters the m akeup of the Alaska Marine Transportation Advisory Board 
(MTAB) by adding a twelfth seat designated for a representative from Southcentral 
Alaska (Homer, Kodiak, Old Harbor, Ouzinkie, Port Lions and Seldovia). The bill 
separates these communities from their current inclusion in the Southwest Alaska region 
MTAB designated seat, to create the new seat. The bill also adds Gustavus to the list of 
communities from which a person can be appointed to represent the northern Southeast 
Alaska district on the board.

Originally created by executive order in 2003, MTAB was set in statute in 2009. Among 
the board’s functions are working with the Department o f Transportation and Public 
Facilities on a strategic plan related to the Alaska Marine Highway System’s (AMHS) 
mission, objectives, initiatives and performance goals. MTAB meetings often serve as a 
forum for public comments regarding AMHS scheduling matters.

W hile not guaranteeing a position on the MTAB board to a resident of a particular 
Kodiak Island or Kachemak Bay community, it does afford them a better opportunity to 
have representation than currently available in the larger Southwest district. The addition 
o f Gustavus to northern Southeast Alaska district will have the same effect. This is 
straightforward legislation intended to help communities who rely on AMHS service 
obtain a seat at the table and a chance for their voices to be heard. I urge your support o f 
this legislation.

Senate District R 
Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us


KODIAK 
CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE
100 E. Marine Way, Suite 300, Kodiak Alaska 99615 • (907) 486-5557 • FAX: (907) 486-7605 

www.kodiak.otg • Email: chamber@kodiak.otg

January 24, 2013

Senator Gary Stevens 
State of Alaska 28th Legislature 
State Capitol Room 429 
Juneau AK, 99801

Dear Senator Stevens,

The Kodiak Chamber of Commerce supports S.B. 24 -  a bill expanding the Marine 
Transportation Advisory Board (MTAB) from 11 seats to 12, providing the Southcentral Region 
with an additional seat.

The Kodiak Chamber of Commerce’s membership includes over 350 individuals, businesses 
and organizations throughout the Kodiak region. The Chamber promotes the development of a 
strong and diverse economy for the region. The Alaska Marine Highway system is a vital link in 
our economy, transporting people, goods and vehicles to and from the mainland and many 
communities throughout the region.

Currently, representation for western Alaska on the MTAB is covered by a Prince William 
Sound/Kenai Peninsula seat and a Southwest Alaska seat for 18 communities from Cordova to 
Dutch Harbor. The Chamber of Commerce supports the creation of an additional seat on the 
MTAB that would represent the Southern Kenai and Kodiak areas. These regions consist of 6 
communities including: Kodiak, Homer, Seldovia, Port Lions, Ouzinkie, and Old Harbor. By 
adding one additional representative for this area, the state would have a total of three 
representatives for the 18 Western communities currently served by AMHS. This greater level of 
representation on the MTAB is vital for a better understanding of regional needs, and matching 
those needs with the outstanding service provided by the MA/ Tustumena and MA/ Kennicott.

We believe that the additional representation, provided by in S.B. 24, is vital to MTAB’s 
responsiveness to our region. Understanding our region, coupled with AMHS service will 
provide us’additional tools that will contribute to regional economic growth and development.

•s and Representatives to vote for S.B. 24.

Lindsay Knight
President - Kodiak Chamber of Commerce

D e d i c a t e d  t o  K o d i a k ’s  E c o n o m i c  F u t u r e

http://www.kodiak.otg
mailto:chamber@kodiak.otg


D a n a  O w e n

From: Doug Letch
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 12:10 PM
To: Dana Owen
Subject: FW: SB 24 support

F rom : ian41270@qmail.com [ mailto:ian41270@amail.coml On B eha lf O f Seldovia Chamber 
S en t: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 11:30 AM 
To: Doug Letch 
S u b je c t: Re: SB 24

H ello D oug,

I w anted  to let you know  that the Seldovia C ham ber o f  C om m erce voted unanim ously in support o f  SB24. This 
im portan t m easure w ould a llow  for better representation o f  com m unities w ho depend so heavily on the A M H S 
for the ir econom ic livelihood.

S incerely,
Ian  M cG aughey
President, Seldovia C ham ber o f  C om m erce

l

mailto:ian41270@qmail.com
mailto:ian41270@amail.coml


Chamber o f Commerce &  V isitor Center
Mission: To support our membership through cooperative 

economic development and community service.

F e b ru a ry  19 , 2 0 13

S e n a to r  G ary  S tevens 
S ta te  o f  A laska 28 th L egislature 
S ta te  C ap ito l R oom  429 
Ju n e a u , A k 99801

D ear S e n a to r  S tevens,

T he  H o m er C h am b er o f C om m erce & V isito r C enter, re p re se n tin g  over 500  businesses, ind iv iduals 
a n d  o rg an iza tio n s, w ould  like to  voice th e ir  su p p o rt fo r S.B. 24  -  a  bill expand ing  th e  M arine 
T ra n sp o r ta tio n  A dvisory  B oard  fro m  1 1  to  12  sea ts  a n d  p rov id ing  th e  S ou thcen tra l R egion w ith  a n  
a d d itio n a l sea t.

O ur C h am b er su p p o rts  th e  c re a tio n  o f a n  ad d itio n a l se t on  th e  MTAB th a t  w ould  give re p re se n ta tio n  
to  th e  S o u th e rn  Kenai P en in su la  a n d  K odiak areas. T he p o rts  a n d  com m u n ities  o f H om er, Kodiak, 
Seldovia, P o rt L ions, O uzinkie, a n d  O ld  H a rb o r w ou ld  all b en e fit a n d  feel as th o u g h  th ey  have a voice 
o n  th is  v ery  im p o r ta n t b oard .

U n d e rs ta n d in g  w ho we are, th e  in s a n d  o u ts  o f o u r  respective  co m m u n ities , a n d  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f th e  
A laska M arin e  H ighw ay to  each o f th o se  co m m u n itie s  is v ita l fo r u s going forw ard. I t  w ill p rov ide us 
w ith  a d d itio n a l to o ls  th a t  will c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  econom ic g ro w th  a n d  d ev elopm en t o f o u r en tire  
reg ion .

R espectfu lly ,
----- -

E xecu tive D irec to r
H o m er C h a m b e r o f C om m erce & V isito r C en te r

201 Sterling Hwy., Homer, AK 99603
907.235.7740 fax: 907.235.8766 info@homeralaska.org www.homeralaska.org

mailto:info@homeralaska.org
http://www.homeralaska.org


D a n a  O w e n

From: Doug Letch
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 12:10 PM
To: Dana Owen
Subject: FW: SB 24 support

From : ian41270@qmail.com rmailto:ian41270@qmail.com1 On B e h a lf O f Seldovia Chamber 
S en t: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 11:30 AM 
To: Doug Letch 
S u b je c t: Re: SB 24

H ello  D oug,

I w anted  to let you know  that the Seldovia Cham ber o f  C om m erce voted unanim ously in support o f  SB24. This 
im portan t m easure w ould allow  for better representation o f  com m unities who depend so heavily on the A M H S 
for their econom ic livelihood.

S incerely,
Ian  M cG aughey
President, Seldovia C ham ber o f  C om m erce

l

mailto:ian41270@qmail.com
mailto:ian41270@qmail.com1


Mission: To support our membership through cooperative 
economic development and community service.

F eb ru a ry  19 , 2 0 13

S e n a to r  G ary  S tevens 
S ta te  o f A laska  28 th L egislature 
S ta te  C ap ito l R oom  429 
Ju n e a u , A k 99 80 1

D ear S e n a to r  S tevens,

T he  H o m er C h am b er o f C om m erce & V isito r C en ter, re p re se n tin g  over 500  businesses, ind iv iduals 
a n d  o rg an iza tio n s , w ou ld  like to  voice th e ir  s u p p o r t  fo r S.B. 24  -  a  bill expand ing  th e  M arine 
T ra n sp o r ta tio n  A dvisory  B oard  fro m  1 1  to  12  sea ts  a n d  p rov id ing  th e  S o u th cen tra l R egion w ith  an  
a d d itio n a l sea t.

O u r C h am b er su p p o rts  th e  c rea tio n  o f a n  ad d itio n a l se t on  th e  MTAB th a t  w ou ld  give rep re sen ta tio n  
to  th e  S o u th e rn  K enai P en in su la  a n d  K odiak a reas. T he p o rts  a n d  co m m u n ities  o f H om er, Kodiak, 
Seldovia, P o r t  L ions, O uzinkie, a n d  O ld H a rb o r w o u ld  all b en efit a n d  feel as th o u g h  th ey  have a voice 
o n  th is  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  b o ard .

U n d e rs ta n d in g  w ho we are, th e  in s a n d  o u ts  o f o u r  respective  co m m unities , a n d  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f th e  
A laska M arin e  H ighw ay to  each  o f th o se  co m m u n itie s  is v ita l for u s  going fo rw ard . It w ill provide u s  
w ith  a d d itio n a l to o ls  th a t  will co n trib u te  to  th e  econom ic  g row th  a n d  d ev e lo p m en t of o u r en tire  
reg ion .

R espectfu lly ,

E xecu tive D irec to r
H o m er C h a m b e r o f C om m erce & V isito r C en te r
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