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Recognizing June 14, 2014, as the 60th anniversary of the first recital of the United States Pledge of
Allegiance with the words "under God."
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Date: March 3,2014

To: Senator Fred Dyson, Chairman
Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Senator John Coghill

Re: SJR 26 Pledge of Allegiance Anniversary

I am requesting a hearing for SJR 26, “Recognizing June 14, 2014, as the 60th
anniversary of the first recital of the United States Pledge of Allegiance with the
words “under God” at your convenience.

I have enclosed back up information on the resolution.

Thank you for your consideration.
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SJR 26
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Sponsor Statement

On June 14, 1954 after signing House Joint Resolution 243, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower led a group of in reciting the pledge of allegiance for the first time
with the words “under God.” The official name of The Pledge ofAllegiance was
adopted in 1945,

Congressional sessions open with the Pledge of Allegiance and students at most
public and private schools recite the Pledge at the beginning of each school day.

President Eisenhower proclaimed as he signed the resolution, “From this day
forward, the millions of our school children will daily proclaim in every city and
town, every village and rural school house, the dedication of our nation and our
people to the Almighty. To anyone who truly loves America, nothing could be more
inspiring than to contemplate this rededication of our youth, on each school morning,
to our country's true meaning.”

The Pledge of Allegiance is recited by newly naturalized U.S. citizens after taking
the Naturalization Oath of Allegiance to the United States of America. President
Ronal Reagan reflected once that we can learn about how special this nation is by
listening to those citizens who were not bom here: “Every once in a while all of us
native bom Americans should make it a point to have a conversation with one who is
American by choice. They can do a lot to firm up our resolve to be free for another
200 years.”

This resolution celebrates the first recital of the Pledge of Allegiance sixty years ago
after the first recital of the Pledge using the words “Under God” on Flag Day, June
14, 2014.



STATE OF ALASKA
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name)
Title SJR 26 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version SJR 26
Fiscal Note Number

0 Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation

Allocation

Sponsor Senator Coghill

OMB Component Number

Requester (S) State Affairs,

Expenditures/Revenues

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY15
Appropriation
Requested
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY15
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1007  I/A Rcpts (Other)
1156  Rcpt Sves (DGF)
0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

|CHANGEIN REVENUES 7

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY14) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY15) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS

Included in
Governor's
FY15 Request

0.0

0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

Out-Year Cost Estim ates

FY17 FY18 FY19

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(separate supplemental appropriation required)

(separate capital appropriation required)

Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency?

If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended, or repealed?

FY20

Discuss details in analysis section.

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by (S) State Affairs

Phone 465-2199

Division

Approved by Senator Dyson, Chair,

Date/Time 3/12/14 12:00 PM
Date 3/12/2014

Division

(Revised 8/16/2013 OMB)

Page 1 of

2

0.0

0.0
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The Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was written in August 1892 by the socialist minister
Francis Bellamy (1855-1931). It was originally published in The Youth's
Companion on September 8,1892. Bellamy had hoped that the pledge would
be used by citizens in any country.

In its original form it read:

"I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it
stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."

In 1923, the words, ""the Flag of the United States of America" were added. At
this time it read:

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.”

In 1954, in response to the Communist threat of the times, President
Eisenhower encouraged Congress to add the words "under God," creating the
31-word pledge we say today. Bellamy's daughter objected to this alteration.
Today it reads:

"l pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."

Section 4 of the Flag Code states:

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: "I pledge allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.", should be rendered by standing at attention
facing the flag with the right hand over the heart. When not in
uniform men should remove any non-religious headdress with
their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being
over the heart. Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the
flag, and render the military salute.”

http://www.ushistory.org/documents/pledge.htm
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The original Bellamy salute, first described in 1892 by Francis Bellamy, who
authored the original Pledge, began with a military salute, and after reciting
the words "to the flag," the arm was extended toward the flag.

At asignal from the Principal the pupils, in ordered ranks, hands
to the side, face the Flag. Another signal is given; every pupil
gives the flag the military salute —right hand lifted, palm
downward, to a line with the forehead and close to it. Standing
thus, all repeat together, slowly, "I pledge allegiance to my Flag
and the Republic for which it stands; one Nation indivisible,
with Liberty and Justice for all." Atthe words, "to my Flag," the
right hand is extended gracefully, palm upward, toward the Flag,
and remains in this gesture till the end of the affirmation;
whereupon all hands immediately drop to the side.

The Youth's Companion, 1892

Shortly thereafter, the pledge was begun with the right hand over the heart,
and after reciting "to the Flag," the arm was extended toward the Flag, palm-
down.

In World War 11, the salute too much resembled the Nazi salute, so it was
changed to keep the right hand over the heart throughout.

HISTORIC DOCUMENTS

*+ Maana Carta

*+ The Letter of Columbus to Luis De Sant Anael Announcing His Discovery
* The Mayflower Compact

* Pennsylvania Charter of Privileges

* Give Me Liberty Or Give Me Death

* The Declaration of Independence

+ Articles of Confederation

+ Constitution of the United States

+ Bill of Rights and Later Amendments

+ Petition from the Pennsylvania Society for the Abolition of Slavery
* To those who keep slaves, and aoorove the practice
+ Washington's Farewell Address

+ The Star Spangled Banner

*+ The Monroe Doctrine

+ Harkins to American People

* Lincoln's House Divided Speech

* Lincoln's First Inaugural Address

* The Emancipation Proclamation

+ Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address

* The Gettysburg Address

+ The Pledge of Allegiance

* The American's Creed

+ The Economic Bill of Rights

* Ask Not What Your Country Can Do For You
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