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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Senator Peter A. Micciche

State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-2828 Fax 465-4779

M EM O RANDUM

Date: January  29, 2014

To: S en a to r F red  Dyson
Chair, S enate S ta te  Affairs C om m ittee

From : S en a to r P e te r M icciche

RE: SCR 10 H earing  R equest

P lease schedu le  a h ea rin g  on th e  follow ing reso lu tio n  in th e  S enate S tate Affairs C om m ittee as soon

I have included  th e  follow ing backup inform ation:

SCR 10
S ponso r S ta tem en t

If you  have any  q u estio n s  o r need  add itional inform ation , p lease co n tac t M indy R ow land in my 
office a t  465-4989 .

as possib le:

SCR 10-GREAT ALASKA EARTHQUAKE REMEMBRANCE DAY



SESSION ADDRESS:
Alaska State Capitol, Rm. 125 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-2828 
Fax: (907) 465-4779 
Toll Free: (800) 964-5733

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

INTERIM ADDRESSES: 
145 Main St. Loop #226 

Kenai, AK 99611 
Phone: (907) 283-7996

270 W. Pioneer Ave. 
Homer, AK 99603 

Phone: (907) 235-0690

S e n a t o r  P e t e r  A .  M i c c i c h e
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
SCR 10 Great Alaska Earthquake Remembrance Day

The G rea t Alaska E arthquake (also kn o w n  as th e  G ood Friday E arthquake and th e  1964 
Alaska E arthquake ) was a m o n u m e n ta l e ve n t in o u r  s ta te 's  h is to ry . This M arch  27th m arks th e  50th 
a n n ive rsa ry  o f  th a t e ve n t. It is im p o rta n t to  recognize th e  brave and tenac ious  A laskans w h o  cam e 
to  each o th e r 's  a id, w h o  persevered and w h o  re b u ilt hom es, schools, and even e n tire  co m m u n itie s . 
It is also an im p o r ta n t tim e  to  re fle c t on th o se  w h o  lost th e ir  lives fo r  no o th e r  reason than  fo r  being 
a t th e  w ro n g  p lace a t th e  w ro n g  tim e .

Analyses o f  th e  ea rth q u a ke  and tsunam is  a lm os t app e a r to  d ism iss th e  ove ra ll im p a c t on  th e  s ta te , 
c itin g  th e  lo w  d e a th  co u n t in com pa rison  to  o th e r  ea rthquakes  th a t have h it dense ly  pop u la te d  
areas. H ow ever, th e  e ffe c t o f  th e  losses o f  those  fa m ily  and c o m m u n ity  m em bers, as w e ll as th e  
d e s tru c tio n  in m any co m m u n itie s  w as tre m e n d o u s . Snow  s till covered  m uch o f th e  g round , 
subs is tence  supp lies  w e re  lo w  and m any peop le  w e re  le ft  hom eless and w ith  o n ly  th e  c lo thes  on 
th e ir  backs. W ith  s izable d is tances be tw e e n  a ffe c te d  areas and w ith  th e  lim ite d  road connec tions  
d is ru p te d , reach ing  th e  su rv ivo rs  and d e live rin g  aid was a sizeable u nde rtak ing .

In sp ite  o f  th is , A laskans ra llied  to g e th e r to  q u ick ly  re cove r and re b u ild . W ith in  m o m e n ts  o f th e  
cessation  o f  th e  m assive tre m o rs , G o ve rn o r Egan d e p loyed  th e  e n tire  Alaska N a tiona l Guard and 
A laska A ir N a tiona l G uard to  evacua te  s tranded  res iden ts , d e liv e r fo o d  and supp lies and p ro v id e  
m ed ica l tre a tm e n t.

A d d it io n a lly , f irs t responders  o f  all p ro fess ions  sprang in to  a c tion , in m any instances b e fo re  th e y  
w e re  ab le  to  c o n firm  th e  sa fe ty  o f  th e ir  ow n  fa m ily  m em bers . D octors, nurses, f ire fig h te rs , po lice  
o ffice rs  and o th e rs  im m e d ia te ly  arose to  th e  cha llenges o f  th e ir  p ro fess ions. Even o rd in a ry  A laskans 
dove  in to  assist w h e re v e r possib le. The s to ries  o f he ro ism  are num erous.

S u p p o rt o f  th is  re s o lu tio n  com m ends th o se  A laskans w h o  becam e an in te g ra l p a rt o f  o u r h is to ry  
w h e n  th e y  p layed  th e ir  pa rt in re c re a tin g  th e ir  c o m m u n itie s . It a lso acknow ledges th e  in n o ce n t lives 
los t and th e  s o rro w  in flic te d  on  th e ir  loved ones le ft  beh ind .

E-Mail: Senator.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov

mailto:Senator.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov


t h e  s t a t e
S E I S M I C  H A Z A R D S  

S A F E T Y  C O M M I S S I O N

G O V E R N O R  SEAN  P A R N E LL

Department of Natural Resources 
3354 College Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-3707
Main: 9t)7.451.5010 

Fax: 907.451.5050

R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  2 0 1 3 -0 1

D E D I C A T I O N  O F  2 0 1 4  I N  C O M M E M O R A T I O N  O F  T H E  

1 9 6 4  G R E A T  A L A S K A  E A R T H Q U A K E

WHEREAS, the March 27,1964 Great Alaska magnitude 9.2 Earthquake was the largest 
earthquake every recorded in North America, second largest worldwide, and constitutes one of 
the major hallmarks in the history of Alaska statehood; and

WHEREAS, the earthquake and associated tsunami caused devastating damage to many coastal 
communities as well as economic effects extending across much of the State; and

WHEREAS, the year 2014 will be the 50th anniversary of the earthquake and tsunami; and

WHEREAS, numerous events including exhibits, national conferences, emergency response 
exercises, etc., are planned in many Alaska communities during 2014 to commemorate the 
earthquake (e.g. Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kodiak, Valdez, etc.); and

WHEREAS, Alaska is located in one of the most seismically active regions of North America 
and the State will continue to experience earthquakes resulting in damage and injury to the 
populace; and

WHEREAS, public awareness is critical to being prepared for the next earthquake,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety 
Commission recommends and requests Governor Parnell dedicate the year 2014 in 
commemoration of the 1964 Great Alaska Earthquake.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission on this 14th 
day of November 2013.

Robert L. Scher, P.E. 
Chair


