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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Senator Cathy Giessel 
State Capitol, Room 427  
Juneau AK 99801-1182 
907-465-4843 
Fax: 907-465-3871 
800-892-4843

Senate District N
Anchorage Hillside, 
Indian, Bird, Girdwood, 
Hope, Cooper Landing, 
Sterling, N ikiski, M oose 
Pass, Bear Creek, Seward

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 30, 2013

To: Senator Fred Dyson
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Senator Cathy Giessel a J t )

Re: Hearing Request: SB 2 Interstate Mining Compact Commission

I respectfully request a hearing on SB 2 Interstate Mining Compact Commission before the Senate State 
Affairs Committee to be scheduled at your earliest convenience.

SB 2 authorizes the State o f A laska to jo in  and participate in the Interstate M ining Compact Commission. 

Attached please find the following documents attached:

•  SB 2 Interstate M ining Compact Commission, version 28-LS0005\A
•  Sponsor Statement
•  Sectional Analysis
•  List o f Testifiers
•  Support Materials

o Interstate M ining Compact Commission - website information
•  Letters o f  Support

o Council o f  Alaska Producers 
o Alaska M ining Association

W e request that the hearing be teleconferenced to accommodate any members o f  the public who might wish 
to testify.

Contact: M argaret Dowling, 465-8181



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Senate District N 
Anchorage Hillside, Indian, Bird, 
Girdzvood, Hope, Cooper Landing, 
Sterling, N ikiski, M oose Pass, Bear 
Creek, Seward

State Capitol, Room 427  
Juneau AK 99801-1182 

907-465-4843 
Fax: 907-465-3871 

800-892-4843

Senator Cathy Giessel
Senate Bill 2 Interstate Mining Compact Commission

Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 2 authorizes the State o f  Alaska to jo in  and participate in the Interstate Mining Compact 
Commission.

The Interstate Mining Compact Commission is a coalition o f  mining states that joins together to 
represent the environmentally sound resource development interests o f  its members on a national 
level. Established in 1971, the IMCC recognizes the basic importance o f  the mining industry to the 
nation and believes that the collective voice o f mining states is imperative to preserving and 
advocating for states’ rights. IMCC regularly serves as the spokesperson for mining states in 
W ashington D.C. and works to represent the member states efficiently and articulately to executive 
agencies.

A laska has a unique and important relationship with mining. It was the lure o f gold that brought 
thousands o f eager prospectors to the state and mining served as the founding purpose for many 
cities and communities. As the territory and later the State grew, zinc, lead, coal, sand, gravel and 
other subsurface products all played roles in this all-important sector. Today, mining is A laska’s 
second largest industry and it continues to thrive.

A laska’s seven operating mines -  Ft. Knox, Greens Creek, Kensington, Red Dog, Usibelli, N ixon 
Fork and Pogo -  employ more than 2,000 people combined. The mining industry also creates 
public revenue by paying both state and local taxes. Interest in A laska’s mining potential continues 
to spur new exploration and investment in the subsurface minerals o f  the Last Frontier.

M ining was foundational to Alaska’s statehood. It continues to be a major economic driver and will 
play an important role in the state’s future. Joining the IMCC gives Alaska the opportunity to share 
our successes with others and work together to build a better mining industry. Alaska will benefit 
from joining forces with other states to foster a better understanding and constructive relationship 
with the federal agencies.

I urge your support o f SB 2.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Senate District N 
Anchorage Hillside, Indian, Bird, 
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Senator Cathy Giessel
Senate Bill 2 Interstate Mining Compact Commission

Sectional

Passage o f  Senate Bill 2 would elevate Alaska from associate membership to full membership in the 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission, allowing the Governor to be an active, voting member.

Section 1: Amends AS 27, adding a new chapter:

•  Section 27.08.010, which contains and enacts into law the Interstate Mining Compact and 
includes the following articles:

o Article 1 -  Page 1: Findings and P urpose-
■ Finds the importance o f mining to the state;
■ Finds the effects o f mining is o f  public and private concern, and that each 

state is unique, making it impracticable to apply a single standard to mining 
practices, yet also recognizing that justifiable requirements o f law and 
practice relating to the effects o f mining may be less effective or equitable if  
they are not relatively applicable to similarly situated mining operations 
state-to-state;

■ Finds that the states are in the best position to assure sound mining practices 
with regard to local conditions;

■ And declares the purpose o f  the Compact to advance protection and 
restoration o f  the land and resources affected by mining;

■ To assist in reducing pollution and other adverse effects o f mining;
■ To encourage programs that will protect, conserve and improve the 

usefulness o f  natural resources;
■ To assist party states efforts to engage in and improve sound mining 

practices;
■ To assist states achieve efficient and productive practices to enhance mining 

economics and benefits.
o Article 2 -P a g e  3: Definitions -  defines “mining” and “state”.
o Article 3 -  Page 3: State Programs -  requires that member states have adequate

mining regulations to protect mined land, the public, adjoining land owners, and to 
ensure safe mining practices, including the handling o f  wastes, and suitable 
restoration and rehabilitation programs for mined lands that will protect water, air 
and soil.

o Article 4 -  Page 4: Powers -  specifies the power o f  the Commission to study, make 
recommendations, gather and disseminate information on mining-related issues, and

1



cooperate and consult with government agencies, the public or private entities on 
matters within the purview o f the compact, 

o Article 5 -  Page 5: The Commission -  creates the Commission, specifying its 
structure, voting, bylaws and other features necessary for the Comm ission’s 
operation and requiring the Commission provide an annual report to its members, 

o Article 6 -  Page 7: Allows the Commission to establish advisory, technical and 
regional committees; 

o Article 7 -  Page 7 : Finance -  details how the Comm ission’s finances will be
handled and requires that the annual budget contain a recommendation on how much 
each member state should expect to request from its legislature as an appropriation 
for the Comm ission’s operation. The budget share o f each state is apportioned as 
follows: one-half o f the budget in equal shares, and the remainder in proportion to 
the value o f the minerals, ores, and other solid matter mined, 

o Article 8 -  Page 8: Entry Into Force and Withdrawal -  describes that states must 
enact the compact to participate and must repeal the act to withdraw, but only after 
providing one year written notice to all other member states; 

o Article 9 -  Page 8: Effects on Other Laws -  maintains that the compact does not 
limit, repeal, or supersede any state laws; 

o Article 10 -  Page 9: Construction and Severability -  Provides that all phrases, 
clauses, sentences and provisions are severable.

• Section 2: Provides for an immediate effective date.

2



State of Alaska
2013 Legislative Session

Fiscal Note

Identifier:
Title:

Sponsor:
Requester: Senate State Affairs

Expend itures/R evenues

SB 002-D N R -M LW -2-9-13  
INTERSTATE M IN ING  C O M PA C T & 
C O M M ISSIO N  
G IESSEL

Bill Version: SB 2 (A)
Fiscal Note Number:
() Publish Date:

Department: Department of Natural Resources 
Appropriation: Land & W ater Resources 
Allocation: Mining, Land & W ater
OMB Component Number: 3002

FY2014
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2014  
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O P E R A TIN G  E XPEND ITU RES FY 2014 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous

20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0

Total O perating 60.0 0.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0

Fund Source (O perating Only
1004 Gen Fund 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0
Total 60.0 0.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

C hange in Revenues

E stim ated  S U P P LE M E N TA L (FY2013) cost: 0.0

Estim ated C APITA L (FY2014) cost: 0.0

A S S O C IA TE D  R EG U LATIO NS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? N/A

W hy th is  fiscal note differs from  previous version:_________________________________________
Initial Version

P re p a re d  By: 
D iv is io n  
A p p ro v e d  By:

B re n t G o o d ru m , D ire c to r
D iv is io n  o f M in in g , L and  a n d  W a te r
D a n ie l S . S u lliva n , C o m m is s io n e r
D e p a r tm e n t o f N a tu ra l R e s o u rce s

Phone: (907)269-8501
Date: 02/08/2013 04:00 PM
Date: 02/09/13

Printed 2/9/2013 Page 1



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA B ILL NO. S B 0 0 2
2013 LEG ISLA TIV E SESSION

A n a ly s is

This bill would authorize Alaska to join and participate in the Interstate Mining Compact Commission (IMCC).
This fiscal note has tw o components: annual membership and travel.

M em bersh ip  Dues:
M em bership in the commission requires annual dues paid by each party state. The am ount of dues to  be paid by 
each party state is covered under Article VII o f the Compact and Bylaws. There are currently 19 m em ber states; 
Alaska's addition would bring that total to 20.

Specifically, each party state is required to pay one half o f the commission's annual budget, in equal shares. W ith  
Alaska as a m em ber, Alaska's portion would be l /2 0 th  o f half the annual budget. If additional states become full 
m embers o f the IMCC, Alaska's portion would change accordingly. The other half o f the annual budget is also paid 
by the m em ber states but is paid in proportion to the value o f the minerals, ores and o ther solid m atter mined in 
each m em ber state.

DNR estimates th at Alaska's share fo r dues in the first m em bership-year will be approximately $40.0. This amount 
will fluctuate in fu ture  years based on the amount of the  commission's annual budget and the  value o f the  
minerals, ores and other solid m atter mined in Alaska annually. This value is based on national valuation reports 
prepared by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) for non-coal minerals and the federal Energy Information  
Adm inistration (EIA) for coal to  ensure impartial uniform ity assessment of mining data. If the annual dues are 
significantly higher than $40.0 , DNR may request supplem ental funding in th at year.

Travel costs:
Full membership in the IMCC entails greater participation by m em ber states. Mem bership and participation in the  
Interstate M ining Compact Commission will require tw o or m ore trips per year by th e  Commissioner, departm ent 
staff, and possibly other representatives o f the Governor's office. The departm ent estimates $20.0  per year for 
this expense.

(Revised 1/15/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Identifier: SB 002-DO A-DR B-1-22-13
Title: INTERSTATE M IN IN G  C O M PA CT &

C O M M ISSIO N  
Sponsor: G IESSEL
Requester: Senate State Affairs

E xp end itures/R evenues

State of Alaska
2013 Legislative Session

Fiscal Note
Bill Version: SB 2 (A)
Fiscal Note Number:
() Publish Date:

Department: Department of Administration
Appropriation: Centralized Administrative Services 
Allocation: Retirement and Benefits
OMB Component Number: 64

FY2014
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2014  
Request

O ut-Year Cost Estimates

O P E R A TIN G  EXPEND ITU RES FY 2014 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous
Total O perating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fund Source (O perating Only
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

|C h an g e  in Revenues I I I I I

Estim ated S U P P LE M E N TA L (FY2013) cost: 0 .0

Estim ated C APITA L (FY2014) cost: 0.0

A S S O C IA TE D  R EG U LATIO NS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed?

W hy th is fiscal note differs from  previous version:_________________________________________
| No applicable, initial version.

P re p a re d  B y: 
D iv is io n  
A p p ro v e d  By:

J im  P u c ke tt, D ire c to r
D iv is io n  o f  R e tire m e n t &  B e n e fits
C u rtis  T h a ye r, D e p u ty  C o m m is s io n e r

Phone: (907)465-4471
Date: 01/22/2013 08:45 AM
Date: 01/23/13

D e p a r tm e n t o f  A d m in is tra tio n

Printed 2/9/2013 Page 1



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA B ILL NO. S B 0 0 2

2013 LEG ISLA TIV E SESSION

A n a ly s is

There is no fiscal impact on th e  Division of Retirem ent and Benefits or the  Public Employees' Retirem ent System 
(PERS) by this legislation.

(Revised 1/15/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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Interstate Mining Compact Commission
Who We Are

What We Do

Member States

Publications

Governing
Document

COALEX Information

COALEX Topical List

Conference Info

IMCC Meeting and 
Workshop 

Presentations

Awards

Links

Site Map

Contact

W elcom e

T h e  In te rs ta te  M ining C o m p a c t C om m ission  is a m u lti-s ta te  g o v e rn m e n ta l a g en c y  /  
o rg an iza tio n  th a t re p re s e n ts  th e  n a tu ra l re so u rce  and re la te d  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
p ro tec tio n  in te rests  o f its m e m b e r  s ta tes . First e n v is io n ed  in 1 9 6 4 , th e  C om m ission  
c a m e  into ex is ten c e  in 1 9 7 0  w ith  th e  e n try  o f its firs t fo u r s ta tes . S ince  th a t tim e ,
19 ad d itio n a l s tates  h a v e  e n a c te d  leg is lation  bringing th e m  into th e  C o m p ac t, and 6 
a d d itio n a l s tates  h a ve  b e c o m e  asso cia te  m e m b e rs  as th e y  pursue e n a c tm e n t o f 
leg is la tio n  which will m a k e  th e m  fu ll m e m b e rs . T h e  C om m ission  estab lish ed  its 
h e a d q u a rte rs  in th e  N o rth ern  V irg in ia  suburbs  o f W ash in g to n , D .C . in 1 9 8 8 . The  
s ta tes  a re  o ffic ia lly  re p re s e n te d  by th e ir  G o ve rn o rs  w ho s e rv e  as C o m m iss io n ers . 
T h e  C om m ission  o p e ra te s  th ro u g h  s e v e ra l c o m m itte es  co m p o sed  o f du ly  a p p o in ted  
re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f th e  G o v e rn o rs  fro m  th e ir  re sp e ctive  D e p a rtm e n ts  o f N atura l 
R esources  o r E n v iro n m en ta l P ro tec tion .

IMCC Staff

G re g o ry  E. C onrad  -  E xe cu tive  D irec to r  

B eth A. Botsis - D irec to r o f P ro g ram s  

Phyllis P lu m m e r -  B o o k k e e p e r

In te rs ta te  M ining C o m p ac t C om m ission  
4 4 5 -A  C arlis le  D rive  | H ern don , VA  2 0 1 7 0 T e l.7 0 3 .7 0 9 .8 6 5 4  I F a x .7 0 3 .7 0 9 .8 6 5 5

www .imcc .isa .us/index .html
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What We Do

T h e  C om m ission  e x e rc is es  s e v e ra l p o w ers  on b e h a lf o f th e  s ta te s , all o f  w hich a re  
o f a s tu d y , re c o m m e n d a to ry  o r c o n su lta tive  n a tu re . T h e  C om m ission  does n o t 
possess re g u la to ry  p o w ers , as so m e  C o m p ac ts  do. T h e  C om m ission  p ro v id e s  a 
fo ru m  fo r in te rs ta te  action and  co m m u n ica tio n  on issues o f concern  to th e  m e m b e r  
s ta te s . I t  is th e  p o ten tia l to s tim u la te  the d e v e lo p m e n t and production  o f each  
s ta te 's  m in e ra l w e a lth  th ro u g h  e ffe c tiv e  re g u la to ry  p ro g ram s  th a t d ra w s  m a n y  o f 
th e  s ta tes  to g e th e r  in th e  pro secutio n  o f th e  C om m iss io n 's  w o rk . G iv en  the  
e n v iro n m e n ta l sens itiv ities  a ss o cia ted  w ith  th is  o b je c tiv e , a s ig n ifican t portion  o f 
th e  C o m m issio n 's  w o rk  is d e d ica te d  to  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l p ro tec tio n  issues 
n a tu ra lly  associa ted  w ith th is m in e ra l d e v e lo p m e n t. I t  is the s ig n ifican t v a lu e  and  
c lou t th a t com es  fro m  "com pacting " to g e th e r  and s p ea k in g  w ith a s tro n g , un ited  
v o ice  th a t can m a k e  a d iffe re n c e  in each  s ta te 's  e ffo rts  to im p le m e n t e ffe c tiv e  
re g u la to ry  p ro g ra m s  th a t will c o n s e rv e  n a tu ra l re so u rce s  and sec u re  a v ib ra n t  
s ta te  (a n d  thus n a tio n a l) m in e ra l e co n o m y .

Initiatives

•  Liaison w ith Federal g o v e rn m e n t and  C ongress
•  M onitoring o f re g u la to ry  and leg is la tiv e  d e ve lo p m e n ts
•  D e v e lo p m e n t and c o m m u n ica tio n  o f S ta te  positions and re c o m m e n d a tio n s  

on Fed era l ru le m a k in g s  and n a tio n a l leg is lation
•  In fo rm a tio n  g a th e rin g  and  d isse m in a tio n
•  C oalition  building w ith re la te d  S ta te  o rg an iza tio n s
•  In te ra c tio n  w ith  e n v iro n m e n ta l and industry  groups
•  Public m ining and m in era ls  e d u ca tio n  o u trea c h es

Issues pursued by IMCC

•  R eg u la to ry  im p le m e n ta tio n  issues aris ing  u n d e r th e  S u rfa c e  Mining C ontro l 
and  R ec lam atio n  A ct (S M C R A ) such as: p rim a c y , fe d e ra l o v e rs ig h t, 
e n fo rc e m e n t, th e  A p p lic a n t/V io la to r S y s te m , bond in g , c itizen  p a rtic ip a tio n , 
acid m ine  d ra in a g e , n a tio n a l tech n o lo g y  tra n s fe r , m ine  p la c e m e n t o f coal 
a sh , and e n v iro n m e n ta l p ro tec tion  s tan d ard s

•  R egu la tion  o f coal c om bustion  and m in e  w astes  u n d e r th e  R esources  
C o n s e rv a tio n  and R e c o v e ry  A ct (R C R A )

•  R e fo rm  o f th e  1 87 2  Mining Law
•  R egu la tion  u n d e r the C le an  W a te r  A ct, including s ta te  w a te r  q u a lity  

re q u ire m e n ts  and g ro u n d w a te r and s to rm w a te r  re g u la tio n
•  In a c tiv e  and a b an d o n ed  m ine  re c la m a tio n
•  U n d erg ro u n d  Mine M apping
•  F inancial assu ran ce  re q u ire m e n ts  u n d e r the  C o m p re h e n s iv e  E n v iro n m en ta l 

R esponse, C o m p e n s a tio n , and L iability  A ct (C ER CLA )
•  T ech n o lo g y  T ra n s fe r
•  M ine S a fe ty  and H ea lth  Iss u e s
•  Zo n in g  and o th e r land  use restric tion s

Committees

•  A b an d o n ed  Mine Lands (A M L) and R ea u th o riza tio n  o f th e  AML P ro g ram  
u n d e r SMCRA

•  A w ards
•  Education W o rk  G ro u p
•  F inance & A d m in is tra tiv e
•  E n v iro n m en ta l A ffa irs , C oal S ection
•  E n v iro n m en ta l A ffa irs , N oncoal S ection
•  M ine S a fe ty  and H ealth
•  R esolutions

Photos of Active Mining and Reclamation of one site:

www .imcc .isa .us/Do .htm 1/2
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Russ & Sons, Inc. 
Russ and Sons 
No.l Mine, 
Sebastian County, 
Greenwood, 
Arkansas (Active 
Mining).
April 18, 1990

Russ & Sons, Inc. 
Russ and Sons 
No.l Mine, 
Sebastian County, 
Greenwood, 
Arkansas 
(Reclamation). 
June 15, 1993

S e e  M ore P hotos...

©  In te rs ta te  M ining C o m p a c t C om m ission
4 4 5 -A  C arlis le  D rive  | H ern d o n , VA  2 0 1 7 0  | T e l.7 0 3 .7 0 9 .8 6 5 4 F a x .7 0 3 .7 0 9 .8 6 5 5
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In terstate  Mining Compact Background

T h e  m in ing  industry  is one o f th e  m o s t basic and im p o rta n t in th e  N ation . O u r  
m an u fa c tu rin g  ac tiv ities , tra n s p o rta tio n  s y s te m s , and th e  c o m fo rt o f o u r hom es  
d e p en d  on th e  products  o f m in in g . Y e t it is a lso tru e  th a t g e n e ra tio n s  o f m in ing  
o p e ra tio n s  h ave  had th e ir  e ffe c t on th e  s u rfa ce  o f our land  and on th e  condition o f 
o th e r re so u rces . T h e re  is an u rg e n t need  to find im p ro v e d  m ea n s  o f tu rn in g  m ined  
lands to  th e ir  m ost usefu l functions and to  find w a ys  o f reducin g  th e  u n d e s irab le  
e ffe c ts  o f m ining o p e ra tio n s  on o th e r p ro p e rty  and  reso u rces . T h e  n e ce ss ary  
p ro g ram s  should be u n d e rta k e n  w ith due re g a rd  fo r  th e  in te rests  o f all land and  
o th e r re so u rc e  users , including h o m e o w n e rs , m ing and o th e r industries , 
re cre a tio n s is ts , c o n se rv a tio n is ts , and  the  g e n e ra l public.

G o v e rn m e n ta l action to ass is t m in ing  industries  in th e ir  e ffo rts  to b e co m e  m o re  
e ffic ie n t in th e ir  m e th o d s , th e re b y  increasing  y ie ld s  a t lo w e r costs, also is in th e  
public in te re s t. Such a ctiv ities  can and should go hand in hand w ith p ro g ram s  
a im e d  a t  im p ro v in g  the  usefu lness  o f  the s u rface  o f m ined  land .

In d iv id u a l s ta tes  h a v e  th e  p o w e r to estab lish  and  m a in ta in  p ro g ra m s  o f land and  
o th e r re so u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t, re s to ra tio n  and reg u la tio n  a p p ro p ria te  to  cope w ith  
th e  s u rfa ce  e ffects  o f m in ing . T h e  In te rs ta te  Mining C o m p ac t w ould n o t sh ift 
resp o n sib ility  fo r such p ro g ra m s . On the  o th e r  h an d , s ta tes  acting s ing ly  w ith o u t 
re fe re n c e  to actions in o th e r ju risd ic tio n s  lab o r u n d e rserio u s  h and icaps in m ounting  
d e s ira b le  p ro g ra m s . W hile  p h y sio g rap h ic , c lim atic  and re g io n a l d iffe re n c es  in 
d en s ity  o f p opu la tion  and v a ry in g  a va ila b ility  o f re c re a tio n a l fac ilities  m a k e  the  
ap p licatio n  o f rig id , s ing le  s tan d ard s  in a p p ro p ria te , fu n d a m e n ta l eq u ity  w ould be  
s e rv e d  by m ak in g  it possible fo r ind iv idua l s ta tes  to co n stru c t th e ir  p ro g ra m s  in 
such a w a y  th a t th o se  m ining o p e ra tio n s  w hich ac tu a lly  a re  s im ila rly  s itu ated  be 
a ffo rd e d  s im ila r ty p e s  o f ass is tance  and be s u b je c te d  to c o m p a ra b le  re g u la to ry  
p a tte rn s . T h e re  is m uch th a t an  in s te rs ta te  ag en c y  like  th e  In te rs ta te  M ining  
C o m m iss io n  estab lished  by th is c o m p ac t could do to d e ve lo p  and pool e x p e rie n c e  
in d e a lin g  w ith  m ining p ro b le m s .

T h e  In te rs ta te  Mining C o m p ac t could do m uch to o v e rc o m e  th e  lim itation s  ju s t  
o u tlin e d . T h e  In te rs ta te  C o m p a c t to C o n se rv e  Oil and G as (in  successful o p e ra tio n  
fo r  a b o u t th ir ty -f iv e  y e a rs  and now  p a rtic ip a te d  in by v iru ta lly  e v e ry  oild and  gas  
p roducing  ju risd ic tio n  o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s ) , suggests  s o m e o f the acco m p lis h m e n ts  
th a t m ig h t re s u lt fro m  in te rs ta te  e ffo rts  in th e  fie ld  o f the m in ing  o f solid  
s u b stan c es . "The fo rm  s ta tu te  fo r th e  c o n se rv a tio n  o f oil and  gas," and th e  m an y  
o th e r  suggestions o f th e  In te rs ta te  Oil C o m p a c t C o m m is s io n , h a ve  b ro u g h t an  
inceasing  d e g re e  o f c o m p a ra b ility  into s ta te  p ro g ra m s  a ffe c tin g  th e  pro duction  o f 
oil and n a tu ra l gas. A lso , th a t C om m ission  s e rv e s  as a fo ru m  fo r th e  e x c h an g e  o f 
usefu l in fo rm atio n  in its fie ld  o f in te re s t. W h ile  th e  focus o f an In te rs ta te  Mining  
C o m p a c t as h e re  e n v is ag e d  w ould be s o m e w h a t d iffe re n t fro m  th a t o f  the O il and  
G as C o m p a c t, and w h ile  its fo rm a t b e ars  only  s light re s e m b la n c e  to th e  Oil and  
G as C o m p ac t, its basic a p p ro a c h  is th e  s a m e . By adopting  th e  co m p ac t, s tates  
w ould o b lig a te  th e m s e lv e s  to u n d e rta k e  and  m a in ta in  c e rta in  ty p e s  o f p ro g ra m s .
In  a d d itio n , an in te rs ta te  body w ith roots in e ach  o f th e  p a rty  s tates  and an  ab ility  
to  fa c ilita te  th e  sh arin g  o f k n o w led g e  w ould be p laced  in o p e ra tio n .

T h e  In te rs ta te  Mining C o m p a c t had its beg inn ings in 1 9 6 4 . In  A pril o f th a t y e a r  in 
R o a n o k e , V irg in ia , th e  Council o f  S ta te  G o v e rn m e n ts  held a co n fe re n ce  on s u rface  
m in in g , a tte n d e d  by s ta te  and fe d e ra l leg is la tiv e  and a d m in is tra tiv e  o ffic ia ls , by 
m ining  in d u stry  re p re s e n ta tiv e s , and by c o n serva tio n is ts . In  th e  a fte rm a th  o f th is  
m e e tin g , th e  S o u th ern  G o v e rn o rs ' C o n fe re n c e , th a t Fall, ca lled  on th e  Council o f 
S ta te  G o v e rn m e n ts  to ass is t th e  s ta tes  in d e ve lo p in g o n e  o r m o re  com p acts  to deal 
w ith  s u rface  m ining p ro b le m s . T h e se  in itia tive s  led to  the  s u b se q u e n t ad o p tio n  in 
m an y  s ta tes  o f s tre n g th en e d  law s and p ro g ram s  fo r reg u la tin g  su rfa ce  m in ing ; and  
to s u p p le m e n t th ese  in tra -s ta te  ac tiv ities , th e  In te rs ta te  M ining C o m p ac t w as  
d ra fte d  and b e c a m e  a v a ila b le  fo r  th e ir  c o n sid e ra tio n  in th e  leg is la tiv e  sessions o f  
1 9 9 6 .

The Compact, Article by Article
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I t  m a y  be he lp fu l to p re s e n t a b r ie f a r tic le -b y -a rtic le  d escrip tion  o f th e  C o m p ac t. In  
p a rtic u la r, a n u m b e r o f  m a tte rs  w hich a p p e a r  ra th e r  c ryp tic  in s ta tu to ry  lan g u ag e  
can be illu s tra ted  in o rd e r  to supply  a fu lle r  idea o f th e  co n sid era tio n s  beh ind  key  
p ro vis ions  o f the C o m p ac t's  te n  a rtic les .

Article I -  "Findings and Purposes"
This  p ro v id e s  the g e n e ra l setting  fo r  th e  c o m p a c t. I t  puts into lan g u ag e  c u s to m ary  
fo r d e c la ra tio n s  o f  leg is la tiv e  in te n t the  c o n sid e ra tio n s  to be e m p lo y e d  in 
in te rp re tin g  th e  policies  u n d e rly in g  the  c o m p ac t and its o b je c tiv es .

Article II -  "Definitions"
W ith on ly  tw o e xc ep tio n s , th e  w ords  and phrases  used in th e  c o m p ac t should be 
ta k e n  in th e ir  o rd in a ry  d ic tio n ary  m e a n in g s . T h e  w ords  "m ining" and "S ta te"  a re  
spec ia lly  defin ed  fo r  th e  p urposes  o f th e  C o m p ac t.

T h e  d e fin itio n  o f "m ining" includes m o re  th a n  su rface  m in ing  and m o re  th a n  w ould  
p ro b a b ly  be included in m ining as s o m e tim e s  c o n ce ive d . W hile  th e  p ro b le m  o f  
e ffe c ts  on th e  su rface  o f land and w a te r  a re  fre q u e n tly  id en tified  as e ffects  o f  
s u rfa ce  m in ing  p ro ce sses , all m in ing o p e ra tio n s  h a ve  so m e e ffe cts  on th e  s u rface . 
C o n s e q u e n tly , fo r c o m p a c t p u rp o se s, m ining is d e fin ed  in such a w a y  as to include  
th e  s u rfa c e  e ffe c ts  o f an y  k ind o f m ining w ith in  th e  scope o f th e  c o m p ac t. I f  th e  
In te rs ta te  Mining C o m m iss io n  w e re  a re g u la to ry  o r law  m ak in g  b o d y , th is nove l 
d efin itio n  could ra is e  questions  o f c o n s id e ra b le  scope. H o w e v e r, in v ie w  o f the  
e n tire ly  re c o m m e n d a to ry  c h a ra c te r o f th e  p ro p o sed  C o m m is s io n , it has s e e m ed  
d e s ira b le  to p e rm it a w ide scope fo r  a ctiv ities  u n d e r th e  c o m p ac t.

A lso, it should  be n o ted  th a t th e  de fin ition  o f "m ining" is b ro ad  eno u g h  to  include  
q u a rry in g  and  e x c a v a tio n  fo r th e  re m o v a l o f a w ide v a r ie ty  o f m a te r ia ls . Such  
o p e ra tio n s  can p re s e n t th e  s a m e  kinds o f p ro b le m s  w ith re s p e c t to  e ffects  on land  
and w a te r  s u rface  as so o p e ra tio n s  conducted  in fu rth e ra n c e  o f a c tiv ities  m o re  
c o m m o n ly  u n d ers to o d  to be m in ing .

Both d e e p  m ining and  th e  v ario u s  kinds o f s u rfa ce  m ining a re  in vo lv ed . H o w e v e r, 
c erta in  o p e ra tio n s  conducted  u n d e rg ro u n d  a re  n o t m e a n t to be e n co m p a s se d , 
b eca u se  th e y  h a v e  no d e m o n s tra b le  e ffe c t on th e  s u rfa ce . On th e  o th e r hand , 
s u rfa ce  s u b sid e n c e, u n d erg ro u n d  m in e  fire s , and th e  d e p o s it o f w a s tes  a b o ve  
gro und  (w h e th e r  a sso cia te d  w ith  s u rfa ce  o r d e ep  m ining o p e ra tio n s ) do h a ve  
e ffe c ts  on th e  s u rfa c e . C o n se q u e n tly , th e  de fin ition  o f "m ining" in th e  c o m p ac t 
w ould c o v e r  th e m .

"S tate " o bviously  m ea n s  a n y  one  o f th e  fifty  s ta te s . In  o rd e r  to open  th e  c o m p a c t  
to p a rtic ip a tio n  by th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  o f P uerto  Rico and  th e  T e rr ito r ie s , th e  w ord  
is sp ec ia lly  d e fin e d .

Article III -  "State Programs"
Each o f th e  p a rty  s ta tes  will con tinue  to be th e  re g u la to ry  a u th o rity  in fie lds re la te d  
to th e  c o m p ac t. T h e  only  function  o f th e  in te rs ta te  ag en c y  estab lish ed  by the  
c o m p a c t is to study  and m a k e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  w ith re s p e c t to m in in g , as d e fined  
by the  c o m p a c t, and to study  and  m a k e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  d esigned  to ass is t the  
m ining industries  to  im p ro v e  th e ir  te ch n iq u es . On th e  o th e r  hand , it is th o u g h t 
e ss en tia l th a t each  p a rty  s ta te  o b lig a te  its e lf to u n d e rta k e  p ro g ram s  in th e  k e y  
a re a s  to  w hich it app lies  as s e t fo rth  in th is a rtic le . I t  will be noted  th a t the  
e m p h as is  is on s ta te  p ro g ram s  to accom plish  c erta in  resu lts . In  c erta in  instan ces, 
v o lu n ta ry  m e a s u re s  o f n o n g o v e rn m e n ta l e n titie s  m ay  be th e  m ean s  o f 
accom plish ing  n ece ss ary  o b je c iv e s ; in o th e rs , law  and a d m in is tra tio n  o f a 
re g u la to ry  o r o th e r c h a ra c te r  m a y  be n e ce s s a ry . D epend ing  on th e  conditions and  
c irc u m s ta n ces  p re va ilin g  in each  o f th e  s ta tes , th e  v a rio u s  in g re d ien ts  o f th e  
p ro g ram  m a y  be used in d iffe rin g  co m b in a tio n . H o w e v e r, th is  a rtic led  is a p ledge  
th a t th e  s ta tes  will h a v e  p ro g ram s  a d e q u a te  to th e  p urposes  o f th e  c o m p ac t.

Article IV -  "Powers"
This  a ritc le  e n u m e ra te s  a n u m b e r o f p ow ers  w hich th e  In te rs ta te  Mining  
C o m m iss io n  m a y  e x e rc is e . All o f th e m  a re  o f a s tu d y , re c o m m e n d a to ry  o r  
c o n su lta tiv e  c h a ra c te r . This  im p le m e n ts  one o f th e  basic purposes  o f th e  co m p ac t, 
and w h e re  n e c e s s a ry , fo rm u la te s  th e  e x p e rie n c e  and  e x p e r t  re se arc h  and th o u g h t 
n e ce ss ary  fo r th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f th e ir  ind iv idua l p ro g ra m s .

Article V -  "The Commission"
A lthough  th is a rtic le  is len g h ty , m o s t o f its p ro vis ions  a re  o f a m o re  o r less rou tine
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c h a ra c te r  and d e a l w ith the in te rn a l m a n a g e m e n t on th e  In te rs ta te  M ining  
C o m m iss io n 's  d a y -b y -d a y  a ffa irs . Tw o  fe a tu re s  o f th e  a rtic le  which m e r it  special 
a tte n tio n  a re  the  a c tu a l c rea tio n  and com positio n  o f th e  In te rs ta te  Mining  
C o m m is s io n , and th e  vo ting  p ro ce d u re s  fo r  it.

Th e  G o v e rn o rs  o f the  p a rty  s ta tes  a re  to be th e  co m m is s io n ers . This  m ea n s  one  
c o m m is s io n e r fro m  e ach  p a rty  s ta te . H o w e v e r, it w as  considered  essen tia l to  
p ro v id e  m ech an ism s  fo r  th e  re p re s e n ta tio n  o f the  s ta te  by a G o v e rn o r's  a lte rn a te ,  
w h en  th e  G o v e rn o r h im s e lf could n o t c a rry  o u t his responsib ilities  in c o m p a c t w o rk  
in p e rso n . To accom plish  th is  p u rp o se , th e  a rtic le  re q u ire s  th a t th e re  be in each  
p a rty  s ta te  an a d v is o ry  body  to counsel th e  G o v e rn o r in m a tte rs  re la tin g  to the  
c o m p ac t. Thos body  m u st include re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f m ining in d u stries , 
c o n se rv a tio n  in te rests , and o th e r public and p riv a te  in te res ts . W hile  th e  precise  
com positio n  and fu nction ing  o t th is a d v is o ry  board  is a m a tte r  fo r e ac h  s ta te  to  
c o n sid e r and im p le m e n t in its ow n w a y , S ec tio n  2 o f  th e  S u g g ested  Enabling A ct 
w hich acc o m p an ie s  th e  c o m p a c t should be consu lted  fo r  an illus tra tion  o f w h a t  
m ig h t be done along th es e  lines. In  o rd e r  to a ssu re  th e  connection  b e tw e e n  th e  
G o v e rn o r's  w o rk  on th e  In te rs ta te  Mining C o m m iss io n  and th is a d v is o ry  b o d y , the  
a rtic le  also req u ires  th a t the  G o v e rn o r's  a lte rn a te  be a m e m b e r o f th e  a d v is o ry  
b o a rd .

T h e  v o tin g  p ro ced u res  c o n ta in ed  in th is a rtic le  a re  d iv id ed  into tw o p arts . T h e  n e t 
e ffe c t o f th e  p ro vis ion  (a ss u m in g  a m e m b e rs h ip  o f fif ty -fo u r  ju ris d ic tio n s ) w ould  be 
to re q u ire  tw e n ty -e ig h t a ff irm a tiv e  v o te s  fo r th e  tak in g  o f c erta in  specified  
im p o rta n t actions by th e  C o m m iss io n , such as th e  m ak in g  o f re c o m m e n d a tio n s  or 
th e  a u th o riza tio n  o f c erta in  kinds o f s tu d ie s , and  to re q u ire  on ly  a m a jo r ity  o f th ose  
p re s e n t and  voting on m o re  rou tine  business.

Article VI -  "Advisory/ Technical, and Regional Committees"
B ecau se  o f the v a r ie ty  o f in te re s ts  and  co m m o d ities  in vo lved  in v a rio u s  a sp ects  o f 
m ining  and  the use o f m ined  land s, it is doub tfu l th a t a n y  a g e n c y , h o w e v e r e x p e rt  
o r re p re s e n ta tiv e , could conta in  w ith in  its ow n m e m b e rs h ip  all o f th e  n ece ss ary  
k n o w le d g e  and a w a re n e s s  o f th e  p ro b le m s  w hich th e  In te rs ta te  Mining C om m ission  
will h a v e  to co n sid er. C o n se q u e n tly , th is  a rtic le  g ives  th e  C om m ission  a u th o rity  to 
a s s e m b le  and use a d v is o ry , te ch n ica l, and re g io n a l c o m m itte e s  o f th e  w id e s t 
possib le  scope . T h e  c o m m itte e  s tru c tu re  a u th o rize d  by th is a rtic le  and th e  s ta te  
a d v is o ry  groups re q u ire d  by A rtic le  V  p ro v id e  tw o  m ean s  o f m ak in g  su re  th a t th e  
C o m m is sio n  will h a v e  th e  b e n e fit o f th e  v ie w s  and kn o w led g e  o f all re le v a n t  
s e g m e n ts  o f th e  c o m m u n ity .

Article VII -  "Finance"
T h e  basic su p p o rt o f the  In te rs ta te  M ining C om m ission  is to  com e fro m  
a p p ro p ria tio n s  m ad e  by th e  p a rty  s ta tes . H o w e v e r, w ith  a la rg e  n u m b e r o f 
ju risd ic tio n s  p a rtic ip a tin g , it is u n like ly  th a t th e  a p p ro p ria tio n  re q u e s ted  fro m  a n y  
single s ta te  would be v e ry  la rg e . T h e  a rtic le  conta ins  a fo rm u la  fo r the  
a p p o rtio n m e n t o f a p p ro p ria tio n  re q u e s ts . In  p a r t this fo rm u la  is d e p e n d e n t on a 
c o m p aris o n  o f re la tiv e  v a lu e s  o f o res  and o th e r solid m a tte r  m ined  in th e  p a rty  
s ta te s . In  m ak in g  such c o m p aris o n s , th e  C o m m iss io n  is a u th o rize d  to use public ly  
a v a ila b le  sources o f in fo rm a tio n . For e x a m p le , th e  U .S . B ureau  o f th e  C ensus and  
o f M ines now  publish data  o f th is s o rt. In  p a rtic u la r, th e  "M inerals  Y e a rb o o k "  o f th e  
B u re a u  o f Mines conta ins  s ta te -b y -s ta te  b re ak d o w n  o f th e  kind th a t could be used. 
T h e  a rtic le  also conta ins re cog n ition  o f a p o w e r, c o n fe rre d  e ls ew h e re  in the  
c o m p ac t, to  a cc ep t gifts and g ra n ts  to aid its w o rk . T h e  a rtic le  also conta ins  a u d it  
and  accounting  s a fe g u a rd s .

Article VIII -  "Entry Into Force and Withdrawal"
A doption  by fo u r s ta tes  will be n e ce ss ary  to bring th e  co m p ac y  into e ffe c t. 
W ith d ra w a l by a s ta te  is possible upon e n a c tm e n t o f a re p e a l o f th e  c o m p a c t and  
one y e a r 's  notice to th e  o th e r s ta te s . This notice  p rovision  is d esigned  to g ive  the  
o th e r  p a rty  s tates  and th e  C om m iss ion  an o p p o rtu n ity  to a d ju s t c o m p ac t a ctiv ities  
in a cc o rd a n c e  with th e  new  s itu atio n .

Article IX -  "Effect on Other Laws"
S ince  th e  c o m p a c t o p e ra te s  in a fie ld  w h e re  th e re  is a lre a d y  m uch s ta te  leg is lation , 
th is  a rtic le  g ive s  specific  ass u ran ce  th a t  none o f th ese  o th e r s ta tu te s  a re  im p a ire d  
o r re p e a le d  by im p lication .

Article X -  "Construction and Severability"
Th is  is a tech n ica l p ro vis ion  o f s ta n d ard  c h a ra c te r  and lan g u ag e .
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STATES^ DUES ASSESSMENTS 
FISCAL YEARS 2014 AND 2015 

(Based on 2011 U.S. Geological Survey and 2010 Energy Information Administration
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Alabama 1,715,656 964,000 2,679,656 5.6 28,394 30,212 58,606 29,303

Arkansas 1,120 771,000 772,120 1.6 28,394 8,632 37,026 18,513

Illinois 1,612,473 894,000 2,506,473 5.2 28,394 28,054 56,448 28,224

Indiana 1,504,060 772,000 2,276,060 4.8 28,394 25,896 54,290 27,145

Kentucky 6,385,590 836,000 7,221,590 15.1 28,394 81,465 109,859 54,929

Louisiana 78,900 498,000 576,900 1.2 28,395 6,474 34,869 17,434

Maryland 87,689 276,000 363,689 0.8 28,395 4,316 32,711 16,356

Missouri 10,992 2,220,000 2,230,992 4.7 28,395 25,356 53,751 26,878

New York N/A 1,140,000 1,400,000 2.4 28,395 12,948 41,343 20,672

North
Carolina N/A 883,000 883,000 1.9 28,395 10,250 38,645 19,323

North Dakota 421,787 98,000 520,187 1.0 28,395 5,395 33,791 16,895

Ohio 1,153,673 1,160,000 2,313,673 4.9 28,395 26,435 54,830 27,415

Oklahoma 57,519 749,000 806,519 1.7 28,395 9,171 37,566 18,783

Pennsylvania 3,662,648 1,590,000 5,252,648 11.1 28,395 59,884 8,2797 44,141

South Carolina
N/A 502,000 502,000 1.0 28,395 5,395 33,791 16,895



Tennessee 118,281 848,000 966,281 2.0 28,395 10,790 39,185 19,592

Texas 832,754 2,810,000 3,642,754 7.6 28,395 41,002 69,397 34,698

Virginia 2,203,678 1,030,000 3,233,678 6.8 28,395 36,686 65,081 32,540

West Virginia 9,476,073 350,000 9,826,073 20.6 28,395 111,137 139,532 69,766  

(Due to the 
cap, W V will 
only pay 
$56,790)

29,322,293 18,396,100 47,718,293 100.0 539,500 539,500 1,079,000 539,500

These proposed dues assessments are based on the Compact=s projected budgets for Fiscal Years 2014 and 2015. This dues formula was approved by action of 
the Commission in 1991, as amended in 2008. Member states should use these proposed assessment figures when planning (heir state budgets for Fiscal Years 
2014 and 2015.

Associate Member Dues Assessments: 4  x  $7,500 and 1 x  $10,000 = $40,000. Associate members are: AK, CO, NM, UT and W Y.

The calculation is as follows: Projected budgeted expenses for FY  2014 ($591,200) +  projected budgeted expenses for F Y  2015 ($616,500) = Total projected 
two-year budgeted expenses of $1,207,700. (See respective projected budgets for Fiscal Years 2014 and 2015 for details.) Subtract from this projected two-year 
budgeted expense amount o f $1,207,700 projected Aother@ income of $97,500 (1 associate member state @  $10,000 for two years; 1 associate member state @  
$7,500 for one year and $10,000 for one year; and 4  associate member states @  $7,500 for two years); registration fees ($12,500 per year for two years); and 
interest income ($3,000 per year for two years) for a total dues assessment need of $1,079,200 ($1,207,700- $128,500), which is divided by two fecal years for 
an average of $539,500 per fecal year B the figure used in the above chart to calculate individual dues assessments for member states.

Based on the dues assessment cap approved by the Commission of two times the equal share amount (2 x  $28,395), the cap for Fiscal Years 2014 and 2015 is 
$56,790. No state will pay more than this amount. Any excess amount is to be covered by the IMCC reserve. The excess amount for these two fiscal years (in 
the case of West Virginia) will be $12,976 per year.



f t  A LA S K A  M INERS ASSO CIATION , INC.
P a P \  3305 Arctic Blvd., Ste. 105, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 (907) 563-9229  www.alaskaminers.ore

January 28, 2013

Senator Fred Dyson, Chair 
Senate State Affairs Committee

Dear Senator Dyson:

The Alaska Miners Association (AMA) writes to express its support for SB2, an Act that would allow Alaska to 
join  the Interstate Mining Compact Commission (IMCC) as a full member.

AMA is a non-profit membership organization established in 1939 to represent the mining industry in Alaska. 
We are com posed of more than 1,500 individual prospectors, geologists, engineers, vendors, suction dredge 
miners, small family mines, junior mining companies, and major mining companies. Our members look for 
and produce gold, silver, platinum, molybdenum, lead, zinc, copper, coal, lim estone, sand and gravel, crushed  
stone, armor rock, and other materials.

Alaska’s history is deeply rooted in mining; the prospect of gold is why several of our communities today exist 
in the first place. Mining is now Alaska’s second largest industry, with seven large-scale producing m in es, 
hundreds of placer mines, and num erous exploration projects around the state.

The IMCC, a coalition of mining states joined to promote environmentally responsible resource development, 
is an ideal fit for Alaska. The IMCC recognizes the importance of mining nationwide and brings a collective 
voice in preserving and advocating for states’ rights. The IMCC speaks for its member states in Washington 
D.C., an elem ent that is critical given our distant location.

Full membership in the IMCC will provide our resource and permitting agencies with access to a network of 
peers and exchange information on best practices, regulations, reclamation, and more; and apply that 
inform ation to better Alaska and the mining industry.

AMA understands that several western states are currently contemplating membership in the IMCC. By being 
one of the first western states to join as a full member, Alaska can show true leadership in its efforts to 
responsibly develop of our mineral resources.

Fully joining the IMCC will give Alaska the opportunity to build on our successes and partner with other states 
to build a better mining industry nationwide. Therefore, we urge the comm ittee to move SB2 in a tim ely 
manner.

Thank you for your consideration,

Deantha Crockett 
Executive Director

http://www.alaskaminers.ore


Comments on SB2: Interstate Mining Compact and 
Commission

Council o f

Alaska Producers

January 18, 2013

S e n a t o r  C a t h y  G i e s s e l  
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

Dear Senator Giessel,

The Council of Alaska Producers (CAP) would like to thank you for introducing SB2, the bill that 
would allow Alaska to join the Interstate Mining Compact and Commission (IMCC) as a full 
member.

CAP is a non-profit trade association formed in 1992 and serves as a spokesperson for the large 
metal mines and major metal developmental projects in the state. The Council brings together 
mining companies with interest in Alaska to represent and inform members on legislative and 
regulatory issues, to support and advance the mining industry, to provide education to 
members, the media, and the general public on mining related issues, and to promote economic 
opportunity and environmentally sound mining practices.

The Council fully supports SB2 and we believe that full membership within the IMCC will solidify 
the State as a leader in permitting and regulation of the mining industry.

CAP has always supported a permitting and regulatory process that is rigorous, science based, 
transparent, and predictable. We believe Alaska is a leader in this arena, however as mining 
technologies advance and our understanding of the environment continues to grow, our 
permitting agencies must continue to learn and adapt as well.

Full membership within the IMCC will allow our resource agencies to have a dedicated forum to 
collaborate with their peers in other mining states. Within the IMCC they will be able to freely 
exchange information and best practice in regard to permitting, regulatory and reclamation 
issues and be able to apply these lessons learned to Alaska.

Historically the IMCC has consisted mainly of coal producing states in the eastern and southern 
portions of the country. With the resurgence of interest in metal mining throughout the west, 
including Alaska, it is important that the western states become part of the IMCC to ensure they 
are part of the collective discussion on issues raised by the development of mining 
opportunities. By being one of the first western states to join as a full member, Alaska can show 
true leadership in its efforts to responsibly develop our mineral resources.



Council o f

Finally, CAP supports this bill as it allows us to join in with other mining states in working with 
the federal government on state primacy of permitting and regulatory issues. This is best 
supported by the following statement from the IMCC website:

"The IMCC was founded on the premise that the mining industry is one o f the most basic and  
im portant to the Nation. Our manufacturing activities ,  transportation systems, and the comfort 
o f our homes depend on the products o f mining. A t the same time, it  is essential that an 
appropriate balance be struck between the need fo r  minerals and the protection o f the 
environment. We recognize that individual states have the pow er to establish and m aintain  
programs o f  land and other resource development, restoration and regulation appropriate to 
cope with the surface effects o f mining. The IMCC would not shift responsibility fo r  such 
programs. On the other hand, our m em ber states believe a  united position in dealing with the 
fed era l governm ent affords us a decided advantage. Our commission feels strongly that the 
collective voice o f m any is im portant in our efforts to preserve and advocate states' rights."

We thank you again for introducing this legislation and we look forward to supporting it through 
the committee process in the Legislature.

Sincerely,

Alaska Producers

Michael Satre 
Executive Director 
Council of Alaska Producers 
PO Box 33499 
Juneau, Alaska 99803 
907-957-2149
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Feb ru ary  7, 2 0 1 3

The H onorable Fred  Dyson, Chair 
Senate State Affairs Com m ittee  
Alaska S tate Legislature  
State Capitol Room  121  
Juneau, AK 9 9 8 0 1

Re: SB 2 - An A ct enacting the In terstate  Mining C om pact and relating to the com p act; 
relating to th e In tersta te  Mining Com m ission.

D ear S en ator Dyson:

The R esou rce D evelopm ent Council is w riting in su p p o rt of SB 2, an a c t th a t will allow  the  
State of Alaska to join the In tersta te  Mining C om pact Com m ission (IMCC) as a full 
m em ber.

RDC is a statew id e, non-profit, m em bership-funded organ ization  founded in 1 9 7 5 . The 
RDC m em bership  is com prised  of individuals and com p an ies from  Alaska’s oil and gas, 
m ining, tim b er, tourism , and fisheries industries, as w ell as A laska Native corp oration s, 
local com m unities, organized labor, and in dustry su p p ort firm s. RDC's purpose is to link 
th ese diverse in terests  to g e th er to en cou rag e a stron g, diversified private se c to r in 
A laska and expand th e s ta te ’s econ om ic base th rou gh  th e responsible d evelop m en t of our 
natu ral reso u rces.

Historically, mining has b een  a co rn ersto n e  of A laska’s econom y. Many road s, docks and  
o th er in frastru ctu re  throu gh out Alaska w ere  originally co n stru cted  to serve the mining  
industry. Alaska should en cou rage a viable mining in d ustry  th a t will continue to help  
diversify ou r econ om y and im prove in frastru ctu re  statew id e.

In joining the IMCC, Alaska could show  leadership  in ad vocatin g  for a healthy and stable  
perm ittin g  and regu latory  system . The IMCC is a com m ission  of sta tes aligned to 
p ro m ote  environ m en tally  responsible reso u rce  develop m en t. Alaska can gain the  
exp erien ce  of b est p ractices from  o th er m em b er sta te s  to en su re an effective regu latory  
system . The IMCC recogn izes the im p ortan ce  of m ining n ationw ide and brings a 
collective voice to  W ashington D.C., ad vocatin g for s ta tes ' rights.

Fu rth erm o re , joining the IMCC as a full m em b er will allow  Alaska to benefit in m any  
w ays, including p artn erin g  w ith o th er sta tes  on federal issues, and building on su ccesses  
th at will p ro m o te  the mining in dustry in Alaska and nationw ide.

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Phone: 907-276-0700 • Fax: 907-276-3887 • Email: resources@akrdc.org • Website: akrdc.org

mailto:resources@akrdc.org


Senator Dyson, RE: SB2 February 7, 2013

RDC u rges you to m ove SB 2 from  th e State Affairs C om m ittee in a tim ely m an n er, and thanks you for yo u r  
con sid eration  of ou r com m ents.

Sincerely,

Rick R ogers  
Executive D irector

CC: S en ator Giesell, SB2 Sponsor



S e n a t o r  C a t h y  G i e s s e l  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  4 2 7  
J u n e a u  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G i e s s e l :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  N o .  2  r e l a t i n g  t o  f u l l  A l a s k a  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  
M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n .  I h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l s  i n d u s t r y  i n  A l a s k a  s i n c e  
1 9 6 9  a n d  a m  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  s y s t e m  t o  t r a i n  a n d  
a s s i s t  t h e  A l a s k a  m i n e r a l s  i n d u s t r y  f o r  t h e  p a s t  4 4  y e a r s .  I h a v e  a t t e n d e d  m a n y  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  ( f e d e r a l )  m e e t i n g s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  m i g h t  n o t  e v e n  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  m e e t  i n  A l a s k a .  I f i n d  
e v e n  a f t e r  4 0  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  A l a s k a  a n d  o u r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
e m p l o y m e n t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .

T h e  I M C C  i s  t h e  o n e  f o r u m  w h e r e  s t a t e s  w i t h  m i n e r a l  i n t e r e s t s  c a n  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  w i t h  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  d e v i s e  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  c o m p a c t s  t h a t  h a v e  a  
v e r y  r e a l  a n d  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  o u r  m i n e s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .  I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  s t a t e s  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  m e t a l s  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  o i l  i s  r u n n i n g  o u t  a n d  e v e n  w i t h  
p o t e n t i a l  l a r g e  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  1 5  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  r e a l i z e  
r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h o s e  d i s c o v e r i e s .  I b e l i e v e  w e  n e e d  s o m e  m e a n s  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  l a r g e -  
s c a l e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s  o f  t h e  h i g h  
p a y i n g  o i l f i e l d  j o b s .  I w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  K e n s i n g t o n  m i n e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  
a b l e  t o  e m p l o y  o v e r  3 0 0  A l a s k a n s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  I t r a i n e d  a n d  m a n y  o f  w h o m  c a m e  
f r o m  r e g i o n s  o f  d e s p e r a t e  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  W e  c a n n o t  r u n  a  s t a t e  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  
t i m e l i n e .  I M C C  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  h e l p e d  h a d  w e  h a d  a  v o i c e .

T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o r k s  a n d  w o r k s  w e l l .  I t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  a t t e m p t s  t o  g e t  u s  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  i n  m y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  s t a t e ' s  o v e r a l l  e c o n o m i c  w e l f a r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e n n i s  S t e f f y
D i r e c t o r ,  M i n i n g  a n d  P e t r o l e u m  T r a i n i n g  S e r v i c e
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e w i d e  S y s t e m  o f  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n
S t e f f y  B u i l d i n g
C o l l e g e  R o a d
S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9

Sent electronically without signature
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Senate State Affairs Committee

MEMORANDUM

Date: J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  2 0 1 3  

To: S e n a t o r  G i e s s e l

From: S e n a t o r  F r e d  D y s o n  

Re: H e a r i n g  D a t e  f o r  S B s  1 &  2

State Capitol, Room 121 
Juneau AK 99801-1182 

907-465-2199 
Fax: 907-465-3818 

800-342-2199

In discussions with your staff, we have scheduled SBs 1 & 2 to be heard in committee 
on Tuesday, February 12, 2013.
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Senator Cathy Giessel
SB 2 Interstate Mining Compact Commission

List of Testifiers

Department of Natural Resources: Ed Fogel, Deputy Commissioner (Attending)

Alaska Miners Association: Deantha Crockett, Executive Director (Attending)

Council of Alaska Producers: Michael Satre, Executive Director (Attending)

Interstate Mining Compact Commission: Greg Conrad, Executive Director (Teleconference. 
Mr. Conrad is calling in from W ashington D.C. so we request that he be provided with the off-net 
number.)
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