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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T
Hearings on Referenda 

Senate Bill 149

In  2 010 , th e  A lask a  L eg is la tu re  p assed  H B  36 th a t re fo rm ed  A la sk a ’s in itia tiv e  p rocess. T he bill 

m an d a ted  sp o n so rs o f  an  in itia tiv e  to  file financia l d isc losures, req u ired  signatu re  g atherers  to  

ca rry  a co p y  o f  th e  in itia tiv e , and  estab lish ed  p u b lic  hearings o n  in itia tiv es (tw o  p e r ju d ic ia l 

d is tric t) ac ro ss  th e  state.

S enate  B ill 149 ex ten d s th o se  sam e req u irem en ts  to  referenda:

■S T h e  lieu ten an t g o v ern o r w ill h o ld  at least tw o  p u b lic  h earin g s o n  th e  re fe ren d u m  in  each 

ju d ic ia l d is tric t a t least 30  days b efo re  the  election .

^  A  s tan d in g  co m m ittee  o f  th e  leg isla tu re , se lec ted  jo in tly  b y  the  p re sid in g  o fficers  o f  

h o u se  and  senate , w ill h o ld  a m in im u m  o f  one hearing  o n  the  re ferendum .

S  A  leg is la tiv e  h ea rin g  m u st be he ld  w ith in  30 days o f  the  co n v en in g  o f  th e  leg isla tive  

sessio n  p reced in g  th e  sta tew ide  e lec tio n  th a t the  re ferendum  w ill b e  v o ted  on.

T his b ill g ives A lask an s g rea te r o p p o rtu n ity  to  b eco m e in fo rm ed  ab o u t a  re fe ren d u m  and allow s 
m ore  p u b lic  in p u t p rio r to  th a t re fe ren d u m  b ein g  o n  the  ballo t.
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Section 1:

R e q u ire s  th e  l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r , i f  a r e fe re n d u m  is s c h e d u le d  to  a p p e a r  o n  th e  b a llo t ,  

to  h o ld  a t  le a s t tw o  p u b lic  h e a rin g s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r e fe re n d u m  in e a c h  ju d ic ia l d is tr ic t  

o f  th e  s ta te  a t  le a s t 3 0  d a ys  b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n . E stab lis h es  n o tic e  r e q u ire m e n ts  an d  

g u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  c o n d u c t o f  th e  h e arin g s .

Section 2:

R e q u ire s  a s ta n d in g  c o m m it te e  o f  th e  le g is la tu re  to  ho ld  a t  le a s t o n e  h e a r in g  o n  ea c h  

re fe r e n d u m  t h a t  is s c h e d u le d  to  a p p e a r  o n  th e  s ta te w id e  b a llo t .

Section 3:

S p e c ifie s  w h a t  m u s t b e  in c lu d e d  in a h e a r in g  h e ld  u n d e r  AS 2 4 .0 5 .1 8 6  o n  an  in it ia t iv e  o r  

a r e fe r e n d u m .

Section 4:

A p p lie s  th e  n e w  r e q u ire m e n ts  in s e c tio n  1 o f  th e  b ill to  in it ia t iv e s  a n d  re fe re n d a  

a p p e a r in g  o n  th e  b a llo t  a f te r  th e  e f fe c t iv e  d a te  o f  th e  A c t. A p p lie s  s e c tio n s  2 a n d  3  to  

in it ia t iv e s  a n d  r e fe re n d a  o n  a b a llo t a f te r  th e  A u g u s t 2 0 1 4  p r im a ry .

Section 5:

M a k e s  th e  b ill's  p ro v is io n s  e f fe c t iv e  im m e d ia te ly .
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Expenditures/Revenues

S t a t e  o f  A la s k a

2 0 1 4  L e g is la t i v e  S e s s io n

Fiscal Note

Department: Office of the Governor 
Appropriation: Elections 
Allocation: Elections
OMB Component Number: 21

Bill Version: SB 149
Fiscal Note Number:
() Publish Date:

FY2015
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2015 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous
Total Operating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fund Source (Operating Only]
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)
Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)
ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed?

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:_________________________________________
Initial Version

Prepared By: 
Division: 
Approved By: 
Agency:

Gail Fenumiai, Director
Division of Elections
Guy Bell, Administrative Director

Phone: (907)465-2644
Date: 02/28/2014 09:15 AM

' Date: 02/28/14
Division of Administrative Services, Office of the Governor
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 149
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This legislation proposes to require public hearings for referendums scheduled to appear on an election ballot.
It would also require legislative hearings on referendums scheduled to appearon an election ballot.
Currently public and legislative hearings are only required for initiative petitions scheduled to appear on an election ballot. 
The public hearing requirement of the bill takes effect for referendum appearing on the ballot after the effective date of the 
act. The legislative hearing requirement would take effect for initiative or referendum scheduled to appear on the ballot 
after the August 2014 primary election.
These changes have no impact on the financial costs associated with the division's conduct of state and federal elections. 
Nor will any additional staff be required to implement the proposed law.
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