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Alaska State Legislature
Senator Hollis French

Senate Bill 114 Probation and Parole Officers’ Caseloads

Senate Bill 114 establishes a m ax im um  caseload for p robation  and  paro le  officers at 
any given time.

C u rrendy  p ro b a tio n /p aro le  officers in  the A nchorage area are often  responsib le  for 
caseloads o f  over 100 cases. T h is  creates a  situation w here inadequate  tim e is available 
b o th  to p ro tec t the  public and  to  provide guidance and  assistance to  p robationers and  
paro lees to red u ce  the chances they will violate term s o f p ro b a tio n  o r  com m it ano ther 
crim e.

C asew ork  varies, b u t casew ork m ay inc lude duties such as h o m e  visits, office visits, 
em p lo y m en t checks, and  con tact with o th e r agencies such as law en fo rcem en t o r  social 
service agencies. P rob a tio n /p aro le  officers use a  range o f  sanctions and  trea tm en t 
in terventions to  red u ce  the chance tha t an  o ffender will co m m it a new  crim e. R esearch 
shows tha t ap p ro ach  is successful and  cost-effective.

P rovid ing  p ro b a tio n  and  paro le  officers with the opportun ity  to  w ork  with offenders is 
good  for pub lic  safety an d  will reduce  the am o u n t we spend  o n  prisons. I encourage 
y ou r su p p o rt o f  this im p o rtan t legislation.


