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State A ffa irs  Com m ittee considered H O U SE  B ILL  NO. 217

HB 217 DR. W A L T E R  S O B O L E F F  D A Y 

"An Act establishing November 14 each year as Dr. Walter Soboleff Day." 

and recommends:

  (______[ ] be replaced with S C S  

[ ] adopt previous S C S

) [ ] Same Title [ ] Technical Title Change 

I ] New Title/SCR No.____

(. _) [ ] Same Title [ ] Technical Title Change 

[ ] New Title/SCR No.____

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] a d o p t_________________

[ ] further referral to

.Letter of Intent 

Committee

Dept Abbr.

A D M LW F
L t U

COR LEG
CRT M V A
EED DN R
DEC DPS
DFG REV
G O V D O T
DHS U A

NEW  F IS C A L  N O TE(S )

Dept. Fiscal Indet. Zero FN #

P R E V IO U S  F IS C A L  N O T E (S )

Dept. Fiscal Indet. Zero F N #

A V M 1

[ ] A P P R O P R IA T IO N  - no f isc a l note



C om m ittees:

rep .jonathan .k re iss-tom kins@ ak leg .gov

T ran sp o rta tio n  
F isheries  
S ta te  Affairs

Juneau, A laska 99801(Jan-A pr) 
S ta te  Capitol, Room  426  

(907 ) 4 6 5 -3732

Sitka, A laska 9 9 8 3 5  (May-Dee) 
201  K atlian S tree t S te 103 

(907 ) 747 -4665

March 28,2014

To: Senator Fred Dyson, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee 

Fr: Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 
Re: HB 217 Hearing Request

Dear Senator Dyson,
I respectfully request a hearing on HB 217: “An Act establishing November 14 each year as Dr. Walter 
Soboleff Day,” at the convenience of the Chair of Senate State Affairs Committee. My staff member 
Freddie Olin will be assisting our efforts in moving the bill along the legislative process. He can be 
reached at (907)465-6848.

Sincerely,

Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins

mailto:rep.jonathan.kreiss-tomkins@akleg.gov


R e p re se n ta tiv e  J o n a th a n  R re iss-T o m Jq n s

House Distrist 34

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

rep. Jonathan.krcLsS'tamk ins lifT'akleg.gov

Committees:
Transportation 
Fisheries 
State Affairs

State Capitol, Room 426 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

(907) 465-3732 
Toll Free: 1-888-461-3732 

Fax: (907) 465-2652

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HB 217

HB 217 will designate November 14th as “Dr. Walter Soboleff Day,” recognizing Dr. Soboleff as a respected Tlingit elder, 
scholar, statesman, storyteller, and business man who affected the lives of many Alaskans throughout his dignified career.

A member of the Yeil (Raven) moiety, L’eeneidi (Dog Salmon) clan, Dr. Soboleff was a translator and scholar of Tlingit 
language and storytelling, and was the first Native Alaskan to be ordained as a Presbyterian minister, and travelled on 
Shipboard Mission work throughout Southeast Alaska from 1940-1962. As a scholar, the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
honored his contributions to the University of Alaska system with an Honorary Doctorate in Humanities in 1968. Dr. 
Soboleff then started the Alaska Native Studies undergraduate degree program at UAF in 1970, providing opportunities to 
this day for young Alaska Native students at UAF to learn more about their cultures and histories. The University of 
Alaska Southeast named a campus building after him in 1976. Dr. Soboleff also was a trustee of the Sealaska Heritage 
Institute starting in 1985, and served as its chair from 1988 until May of 2011, when he “walked into the woods” at the 
age of 102. Dr. Soboleff also served as President of Kootznoowoo, Inc., a director of Sealaska Corporation, and Grand 
Camp President of the Alaska Native Brotherhood. He was the first Alaska Native to serve on the State Board of 
Education, for which he served as chairman.

The Sealaska Heritage Institute broke ground on the Walter Soboleff Center in August 2013. The center, located in 
downtown Juneau, will be devoted to the study of Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian cultures. The building will also house the 
Sealaska Heritage Institute, where Dr. Soboleff devoted so much of his life’s work. It is due to be completed by the end of 
2014.

Dr. Soboleff s contributions to the state of Alaska are on par with Elizabeth Peratrovich of civil rights fame. Elizabeth 
Peratrovich, a Tlingit woman from Petersburg, Alaska, has been honored with a day of recognition on February 14th, the 
day the Alaska Territorial Legislature passed the Anti-Discrimination Act making discrimination against Alaska Natives 
illegal throughout the territory.

I urge your support for this legislation on recognizing the important contributions to the State of Alaska the late Dr.
Walter Soboleff has made, to be held annually on his birthday November 14th.



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to; 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M January 24, 2014

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 217
(HB 217; Work Order No. 28-LS0932\U)

TO: Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 
Attn: Freddie Olin

FROM: Hilary Martin^t((V 
Legislative Counselounsel ( j

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill - the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents.

Section 1. Establishes November 14 as Dr. Walter Soboleff Day and states that the day 
may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public.

HVM:lnd 
14-018.lnd



Departm ent: D epartm ent of Adm inistration
Appropriation: G enera l Services  
Allocation: Facilities
O M B  C om ponent Number: 2 4 2 9

F i s c a l  N o t e

Bill Version: H B 217

Fiscal Note Number: 1

(H) Publish Date: 2/21/14

E xpen ditu res/R evenues
Note: A m ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.______________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 2015
Appropriation

R equested

Included in 
Governor's  

FY 2015  
Request

O u t-Y ear Cost Estim ates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
P ersonal Services
Travel
Services
Com m odities
Capital Outlay
G rants & Benefits
M iscellaneous
Total O perating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Identifier: H B 2 17 -D O A -F A C -0 2 -1 4 -1 4
Title: D R. W A L T E R  S O B O L E F F  D A Y
Sponsor: ** K R E IS S -T O M K IN S , P .W IL S O N
Requester: House S tate  Affairs

S ta te  of A lask a

2 0 1 4  L eg is la tiv e  S e s s io n

Fund S o u rce  (O perating Only]
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

P o sitio n s
Full-tim e
Part-tim e
Tem porary

C h an g e  in R even u es

E stim ated SU PPLEM ENTAL (FY2014) co st: 0 .0  (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated CAPITAL (FY2015) co st: 0 .0  (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

A SSO CIA TED  REGULATIONS
D oes the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No 
If yes, by w hat da te  are the regulations to be adopted, am ended or repealed?

W hy th is fiscal note d iffers from  p revious version :______________________________
Not applicable, initial version__________________________________________________

Prepared By: 
Division: 
Approved By: 
Agency:

Tom Mayer, Director
Division of General Services
Curtis Thayer, Commissioner

Phone: (907)465-5677
Date: 02/14/2014 12:00 PM
Date: 02/14/14

Department of Administration
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS #1

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB217
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This bill establishes N o vem b er 14  o f each year to  honor Dr. W a lte r  Soboleff. The D e p a rtm e n t o f A dm in istration , Division 
o f G enera l Services does no t an tic ipate  any fiscal im pact fro m  th e  proposed legislation.
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