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DC Giving More Attention to the Arctic
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Alaska Arctic Policy Commission
26-m em ber Commission formed w ithin the Alaska Legislature in April 2012: 

5 Senators and 5 Representatives

1 Executive branch m em ber appointed by the G overnor 
15 M embers appointed jointly by the President and the Speaker:

• Federal governm ent • A coastal community

• A tribal entity • An int’l Arctic organization
• M ining industry • A conservation group

• Oil & gas industry • M arine transportation industry
• An Alaskan university o r college • A Native corporation

• Fisheries • M arine pilots
• A local governm ent



How the Commission can work for Alaskans
• Provide forum for public input on Arctic issues
• Set guiding Arctic policy principles for possible inclusion in state statute
• Create detailed Alaska Arctic policy report to inform the public and future 

policy-makers (Preliminary released 1.30.2014 and final due 1.30.2015)



How the Commission Can Work with the 
US Federal Government

• DC is far away and Alaskans need greater input on Arctic policy
• One of the most important aspects of the AAPCs work is to positively 

influence federal Arctic policy
• Alaskans as a rule are very concerned with federal overreach
• That said, the Obama Administration is engaging very proactively with the 

AAPC.

AAPC will continue dialogue with Federal Government on NSAR implementation 
plan.



AAPC Letter of Intent
Sent to State D epartm ent and W hite  House on 6.28.13

Early letter from  AAPC was necessary due to the recent flood o f federal Arctic 

policies and strategies

KEY ASSUMPTIONS:

• State Leadership and Experience Valuable
• Need for Federal/State/Local collaboration

• Need for In ternational Engagem ent and Governance

EIGHT AREAS OF CONSIDERATION:

• Indigenous Perspectives and Priorities
• Governance

• Oil, Gas, and M ineral Exploration and Development

• Science and Research
• Energy

• Planning & Infrastructure

- Security & M arine T ransportation
• Fisheries



AAPC Vision Statements

Values com m unity 

sustainability and 
thriving cultures

Ensures public safety 
and security

Advances economic 
development and a 
healthy environm ent

Incorporates transparency 
and inclusion into 
decision making



Strategic Recommendations
Chosen based on high-impact and reasonable effort to implement

16 Strategic Recommendations in these areas:
• Governance and Indigenous Perspectives
• Science and Research
• Planning and Infrastructure
• Oil, Gas, and Mineral Resources
• Security and Defense
• Marine Transportation
• Response Operations: Search and Rescue/Oil Pollution
• Energy and Power
• Fisheries and Wildlife

W ell highlight some specific Recommendations later in the presentation



Barrow
AAPC MEETING, JUNE 12-13
Arctic residents stressed the importance of:

• Governance begins at the local level
• Economic development should benefit communities nearest the impact, and include community 

revenue-sharing
• Food security is a priority
• Research should focus on people and their needs
• Onshore (ANWR, etc.) should be drilled before offshore areas

STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS:
Oil, Gas, and Mineral Resources J /

• Implement regional planning efforts that allow local stakeholders to identify and communicate 
priorities such as education, infrastructure, and development, to state and federal agencies.

• Develop a mechanism for revenue sharing from resource extraction for impacted communities, 
developing perpetual trust funds (where lacking) to finance community needs beyond the life of 
non-renewable resources.



U n a laska
AAPC M EETING AUGUST 28-29 

D utch Harbor:

• Largest po rt by seafood volum e in US

• Alaska’s only true  Arctic deep-w ater po rt

• Issues related to  increased po rt traffic

• Environm ental impact

• Infrastructure needs

• Foreign vessels

STRATEGIC RECOM M ENDATIONS: I

M arine T ransportation

• Encourage developm ent o f appropriately integrated systems to  m onitor and com m unicate Arctic m arine 

inform ation, and continue state and federal support for program s such as the Alaska M arine Exchange.



Adak
• W e ste rn m o s t m unicipality  in the  U n ited  States

• F o rm er location  o f  the  A dak A rm y Base and A dak N aval 

O pera tion  Base

STR A TE G IC  R EC O M M EN D A TIO N S:

P lann ing  and In frastruc tu re

• C onduct a com prehensive A rctic reg ion  econom ic and 

in frastructu re  assessm ent and p lann ing  process th a t in tegrates 

local, regional, state and federal p lann ing  efforts.



Bethel
• M ain port on the Kuskokwim and hub for 56 villages in the Yukon- 

Kuskokwim Delta
• Mostly Yupik population o f about 6000

STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS:
Energy and Power

• Develop stable long-term  funding mechanisms for state weatherization 
and energy efficiency program s while continuing robust efforts to find 
long-term  energy solutions.



Nome
Alaska Dept, of Transportation/US Army Corps of Engineers study is seeking the best location 
for Alaska Arctic Port. An initial feasibility study is directed at a dual-system for Nome and Port 
Clarence area.

STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS:
Response Operations: Search and Rescue/Oil Pollution

• Facilitate and secure public and private investment in support of critical aviation and 
maritime response infrastructure and economic development, to include consideration of 
direct state funding and/or public-private partnerships that address development of 
communications, a deep draft port(s), icebreaker(s), logistics hubs, and a W X  C-130 size 
aircraft hangar(s).

• Expand and support the Department of Environmental Conservation’s effort to involve 
communities through Sub-area Planning and provide local training to maintain limited 
supplies of oil spill response equipment and to ensure timely, effective and safe response and 
spill containment.



Bering Strait
STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS:
Response Operations: Search and Rescue/Oil Pollution 

• Encourage and advocate for more adequate funding so that the U.SiCoast Guard can carry out its 
assigned and emerging duties in the U.S. maritime Arctic without compromising its capacity to 
conduct all missions throughout Alaska.



irbanks
AAPC M EETING OCTOBER 22-23, 2013

• Hosted by U niversity o f Alaska Fairbanks, a center for Arctic research

• M eeting aligning w ith the Alaska Federation o f Natives A nnual Convention, 

O ctober 24-26

STRATEGIC RECOM M ENDATIONS:

Science and Research

• Increase state funding to, and partnership  w ith, the U niversity o f Alaska for Arctic 

research that aligns w ith  state priorities and leverages the U niversity’s exceptional 

facilities and academic capacity.

• State agencies should consider adapting successful models -  such as the Alaska 

D epartm ent o f Environm ental C onservation and Y ukon-K oyukuk Tribal 

Com m unications Protocol -  to developm ent agreem ents w ith local governm ents 

and tribes regarding the use o f traditional knowledge and culturally sensitive 

practices in research and perm itting program s.
Photo Credit: Kenneth Tape



Anchorage
AAPC MEETING, DECEMBER 9-10

• Review of Preliminary Report
* Emphasized that the Preliminary Report is an evolving document
* Report highlights areas where the Commission may need to focus more 

attention in 2014, such as National Arctic security and Response 
Operations.

• Vision and Policy Statements and Strategic Recommendations W ork
Sessions

STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS:

■ . •
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Challenges in Alaska's Arctic
* Huge differences between resource wealth and 

community prosperity 
V E l a t e d  , remote communities

Lack/of infrastructure -  energy, transportation, 
telecommunications, etc.

iy layers o f ownership of land and resources 
ncreasingly active Arctic -  search for role, way 

to mitigate risk, and manage expectations

\ -

ommission
Released Draft: Alaska Arctic policy report 
January 30,20.4:
Including policy statements that provide 
framework for State of Alaska strategy in
u a i M  Athe Arctici * ■ 5 v * \  f , rV1, ■ 4f"Vv’ “ ’ I'

Inform local, state and federal policy makers 
Continue coordination with federal 
government
Conduct outreach and education activities 
to raise the profile of the Arctic both within 
Alaska, nationally and internationally 
Work on final draft report due Jan. 30, 2015
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V < 5 *>
“Arctic Package” legislation based on AAPC work 

Sponsored by Co-Chairs Senator McGuire and Representative Herron

• Senate Bill 140/House Bill 288 “AIDEA: ARCTIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM/FUND”
• Allows AIDEA to leverage private money for Arctic infrastructure by financing up to 

1/3 of well-vetted, projects’ costs
• House Bill 165 “ALASKA ARCTIC PORT AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY”

• Senate Version introduced February 3
• Creates an Arctic Port Authority to help depoliticize the siting of Arctic ports and to 

offer a holistic port plan for the entire region
• House Joint Resolution 24 “ARCTIC COUNCIL”

• Senate Version introduced February 3
• Asks the United States Department of State to consider Alaska’s priorities during its 

Arctic Council Chairmanship beginning in 2015 and to consult Alaskan officials before 
appointing an individual to lead the Arctic Council
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