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F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS  #1

A n a ly s is

This legislation would require the division to award a contract for the preparation of election ballots to the lowest 
responsible and responsive bidder.

Currently, ballot printing is exempted from the procurement statutes.
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F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS  #1

Analysis

This legislation would require the division to award a contract for the preparation of election ballots to the lowest 
responsible and responsive bidder.

Currently, ballot printing is exempted from the procurement statutes.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — Senate District M

Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 63

"An A ct making contracts fo r the preparation o f election ballots subject to the 
provisions o f the state procurement code."

Senate Bill 63 is legislation that would require the Alaska Division of Elections to use the state 
procurement code to solicit bids for the preparation of election ballots.

While it is of the utmost importance to all Alaskans that our ballots be prepared properly and 
with attention to all aspects of fair elections, the bidding process is one that is essential to 
providing an equal opportunity for businesses across Alaska.

The procurement process will allow the Division to have control over the evaluating criteria 
used to award the contract of printing ballots for our statewide elections.

Currently, Alaska’s election ballots are sole sourced and prepared by one company that has 
been printing our ballots since 2002. While it may come to be that the current company is 
awarded the bid following the procurement process, it is only reasonable to allow others to 
compete for that business with our state, ensuring the state pays the most competitive and fair 
amount.

I appreciate your support and consideration of this legislation.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — Senate District M

S ec tio n a l A n a ly s is  

S e n a te  B ill 6 3

* Section 1: Amends AS 15.15.030
Changes current language from “assure” to “ensure.” This is to provide for certainty 

in statute.
Also changes the word “may” to “shall” requiring the director to contract for the 

preparation of ballots under the state procurement code.
Technical changes were made on page three, subsection 10.

*Section 2: Amends AS 36.30850(b)(7)
Removes the reference to preparation of ballots.

*Section 3: Applicability
This legislation would apply to the printing of ballots for elections conducted after 

January 1, 2014.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — Senate District M

E x p la n a tio n  o f  C h an g es  

S e n a te  B ill 6 3

* Title: Title changed to include reference to the state procurement code.
* Section 1: Removed language in subsection (3) “may contract for the preparation of the ballots

on a regional basis if necessary,” and inserted the language, “contract for the 
preparation o f ballots under AS 36.30 (State Procurement Code).

*Section 2: Replaced all o f section 2 with a new section 2 which removes the reference to
preparation of ballots in AS 36.30850(b)(7)
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A L A S K A  S T A T EC H A M B E R
O F  C O M M E R C E

T h e  V o ic e  o f  

Alaska Business

Headquarters
47 1 W  36th Ave 

Suite 2 0 1 
Anchorage 
AK 99SOI 

1.907.1 278 2772

Regional Office
3 100 Channel Dr. 

Suite 300 
(t.inenu 

AK 99801 
(907! 586-232 3

vvwvv.alaskachamher.com

M a rc h  12, 20 1 3

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  
S e n a t o r ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  5 1 4  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

R e :  S e n a t e  B i l l  6 3

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a i r c l o u g h :

T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  ( A l a s k a  C h a m b e r )  i s  
t o  p r o m o t e  a  p o s i t i v e  b u s i n e s s  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  A l a s k a  
C h a m b e r  r e p r e s e n t s  h u n d r e d s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  l o c a l  c h a m b e r s  f r o m  
a c r o s s  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  m e m b e r  b u s i n e s s e s  s u p p o r t  a  f a i r  a n d  o p e n  
m a r k e t p l a c e  i n  w h i c h  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  6 3  i s  a  p a r t  o f  
a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  g o a l .

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a m b e r  s u p p o r t s  S B  6 3  b e c a u s e  i t  a d d r e s s e s  t w o  i s s u e s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  C h a m b e r  a n d  i t s  m e m b e r s .  F i r s t ,  i t  c r e a t e s  a  l e v e l  
p l a y i n g  f i e ld  w h e r e  a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  m a y  c o m p e t e  f o r  a  s t a t e  c o n t r a c t .  S e c o n d ,  
i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s u p p o r t s  o u r  g o a l  o f  a c h i e v i n g  a  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  c o s t  
e f f e c t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t .

W h i l e  t h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o r c e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  t o  u s e  t h e  s t a t e  
p r o c u r e m e n t  c o d e  a n d  i n s t e a d  l e t s  t h e m  d e v e lo p  t h e i r  o w n  e v a l u a t i o n  
c r i t e r i a .  T h i s  e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  p r o p e r l y  
p r e p a r e d  b a l l o t s  i n  a  t i m e l y  m a n n e r .

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a m b e r  a p p r e c i a t e s  y o u r  w o r k  t o  i m p r o v e  A l a s k a ’s  b u s i n e s s  
c l i m a t e  a n d  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  S B  6 3 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R a c h a e l  A .  P e t r o  
P r e s i d e n t / C E O
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T o  W h o m  it  M a y  C o n c e rn ,

I am  w r it in g  to  v o ic e  m y  su p p o rt fo r  S B 6 3 , a llo w in g  the p rin tin g  o f  the A la s k a  
S ta te  e le c t io n  b a llo ts  to  b e  o p en  fo r  C o m p e titiv e  b id s . T h e  p ra c t ic e  o f  s o le  so u rc e  
p rin tin g  o f  th e s e  e le c t io n s  b a llo ts  (o r  a n y  o th er S ta te  P r in tin g ) to  a  s in g le  A la s k a  
p rin tin g  c o m p a n y  is  u n fa ir  to  A la s k a n  b u sin e sse s  an d  s h o u ld  b e  sto p p ed . I b e ­
lie v e  the S ta te  h a s  a  re s p o n s ib ility  to  fo s te r  fa ir  b u sin e ss  p ra c t ic e s  and o p e n in g  th e 
p rin tin g  o f  th e  e le c t io n  b a llo ts  to  c o m p e tit iv e  b id d in g  w o u ld  s h o w  g o o d  fa ith  in 
the r ig h t d ire c t io n . T h e  A la s k a  p rin tin g  in d u stry  w o u ld  b e n e fit  b y  th is le g is la tio n , 
as w e ll  as th e  p e o p le  O f th e  state  o f  A la s k a  b y  en su rin g  th e  b e st  v a lu e  fo r  o u r  ta x  
d o llars.

. '-7 ' ' ■ .

C h a r le s  A .  L in c o ln  
V ic e  P res id e n t

F r o m  D e s i g n ,  t o  P r i n t ,  t o  S i g n s  &  B a n n e r s ,  t o  B u l k  M a i l i n g ,  
W e  a r e  Y o u r  F u l l  S e r v i c e  P R I N T I N G  C O M P A N Y !

http://www.hotprinter.com
mailto:printer@hotprinter.com


A.T. P u b l i s h in g  
& P r in t in g ,  in c .
907-349-7506 Phone 
907-349-4398 Fax

February 28, 2013

To Whom It May Concern!

I am writing in support of SB63, a bill that would require the printing of the State of Alaska 
election ballots be contracted by a competitive bidding process.

Allowing the Division of Elections to continue to sole-source the printing of the elections 
ballots is an unfair business practice, particularly since there are other Alaskan companies 
capable of producing the ballots.

I strongly encourage passage of this legislation.

Sincerely,

Andy Martone

President

A.T. Publishing & Printing, Inc.

W E  C O L O R  A L A S K A

1720 Abbott Road • Anchorage, AK 99507-3443 • 800-478-0452 Toll Free • E-mail: atpub@alaska.net
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S E R V I C EBUSINESS PRINTING

To Whom it May Concern!

1 am writing to support SB63 opening the Alaska State election ballots to competitive 
bid. I believe the practice o f sole-sourcing the printing of the elections ballots to a single 
Alaska printing company should stop. I believe the State has a responsibility to foster fair 
business practices and opening the printing o f the election ballots to competitive bidding 
would do exactly that. The Alaska printing industry would benefit by this legislation.

www.serviceprint.com • T 907-276-3004 • F 907-279-3004
323 East Fireweed Ln, Anchorage Alaska 99503

http://www.serviceprint.com


PRESS
P R I N T I N G
M ore th a n  ju s t 
crea tive  print...

To whom it may Concern: 3-01-2013

I am writing to support SB63 opening the Alaska state election ballots to competitive bid. I believe 
the practice of sole-sourcing the printing of the election ballots to a single Alaska printing company 
should stop. I believe the State has a resposibility to foster fair business practices and opening the 
printing of the election ballots to competitive bidding would do exactly that. The Alaska printing 
industry would benifit by this legeslation.

Sincerely,

Robb Marshall 
Owner

552 W. 58th Ave., Suite D • Anchorage, A K  99518 • 907.561.8477 • 907.561.8874 fax • e-m ail: tpdsl@ alaska.net
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