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MEMORANDUM

Date: April 14, 2014

To: Representative Bob Lynn, Chairman
House State Affairs

From: Senator John

Re: SJR 26 Pledge o f  Allegiance Anniversary

I am requesting a hearing for SJR 26, “Recognizing June 14, 2014, as the 60th 
anniversary o f  the first recital o f  the United States Pledge o f  Allegiance with the 
words ‘under G od’ at your convenience. ”

I have enclosed back up information for the resolution.

Thank you for your consideration.

http://www.aksenate.org
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t h e  P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e

ONE NATION
U N D E R

GOD

One Nation Under G od
Sponsored by Senator John Coghill 

April 14,2014
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SJR 26 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Sponsor Statement

On June 14, 1954 after signing House Joint Resolution 243, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower led a group o f  in reciting the pledge o f  allegiance for the first time 
with the words “under God.” The official name o f The Pledge o f  Allegiance was 
adopted in 1945.

Congressional sessions open with the Pledge o f Allegiance and students at most 
public and private schools recite the Pledge at the beginning o f each school day.

President Eisenhower proclaimed as he signed the resolution, “From this day 
forward, the millions o f our school children will daily proclaim in every city and 
town, every village and rural school house, the dedication o f our nation and our 
people to the Almighty. To anyone who truly loves America, nothing could be more 
inspiring than to contemplate this rededication o f our youth, on each school morning, 
to our country's true meaning.”

The Pledge o f Allegiance is recited by newly naturalized U.S. citizens after taking 
the Naturalization Oath o f  Allegiance to the United States o f  America. President 
Ronald Reagan reflected once that we can learn about how special this nation is by 
listening to those citizens who were not bom  here: “Every once in a while all o f  us 
native bom  Americans should make it a point to have a conversation w ith one who is 
American by choice. They can do a lot to firm up our resolve to be free for another 
200 years.”

This resolution celebrates the first recital o f the Pledge o f Allegiance sixty years ago 
after the first recital o f the Pledge using the words “Under God” on Flag Day, June 
14, 2014.

http://www.aksenate.org
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY SENATOR COGHILL

Introduced: 2/21/14 
R eferred: S tate Affairs

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 26

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing June 14, 2014, as the 60th anniversary of the first recital of the United 

States Pledge of Allegiance with the words "under God."

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, on February 10, 1954, Senator Homer Ferguson of Michigan introduced 

a bill in the United States Congress to amend the United States Pledge o f Allegiance by 

adding the words "under God" to the text of the pledge; and

WHEREAS February 10, 1954, was chosen as the date to introduce the bill by 

Senator Ferguson because it was the five-year anniversary of the imprisonment of Cardinal 

Joseph Mindszenty of Hungary, who was imprisoned and tortured by the communist 

government of Hungary for his sermons exposing the goal of communism to eradicate all 

religion; and

WHEREAS members of both political parties delivered speeches in the United States 

Congress honoring Cardinal Mindszenty and emphasizing the threat posed to America by 

communism; and

WHEREAS, upon introduction of the bill, Senator Ferguson commented, "I believe 

this modification of the pledge is important because it highlights one of the real fundamental
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New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SJR 26



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

28-LS1268YN

differences between the free world and the Communist world, namely, belief in God. Our 

nation is founded on a fundamental belief in God, and the first and most important reason for 

the existence o f our Government is to protect the God-given rights of our citizens. . . .

Spiritual values are every bit as important to the defense and safety of our Nation as are 

military and economic values"; and

WHEREAS the vote to add "under God" to the United States Pledge o f Allegiance 

was unanimous; and

WHEREAS, on February 7, 1954, after hearing Reverend George M. Docherty 

preach that the phrase "nation under God" was used in the Gettysburg Address, President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower became convinced that adding the words "under God" to the United 

States Pledge o f Afiegiance would be the right thing to do; and

WHEREAS President Eisenhower signed H.J. Res. 243, 83rd Cong. (1954) and the 

United States Pledge of Allegiance was recited with the phrase "under God" for the first time 

on Flag Day, June 14, 1954; and

WHEREAS it is the policy of the legislature to recognize and honor important dates 

that strengthen the ties of history and bind us to our Christian heritage; — — /

words "under God."

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Barack Obama, President of 

the United States; the Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Vice-President of the United States and 

President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable John Boehner, Speaker of the U.S. House of 

Representatives; the Honorable Harry Reid, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; and the 

Honorable Lisa Murkowski and the Honorable Mark Begich, U.S. Senators, and the 

Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature recognizes June 14, 2014, as 

the 60th anniversary of the first recital of the United States Pledge of Allegiance with the

SJR 26 -2-
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Mr. Laswell, Red Skelton’s Teacher explained the Pledge o f Allegiance to ten year olds 
before “under God” was added to the Pledge.

[I] me an individual, a committee o f one.

[pledge] dedicate all o f my worldly good s to give without self-pity 

[allegiance] m y love and m y devotion

[to the flag], our stand, old glory, a synmbol o f freedom. Wherever she waves there’s respect 
because your loyalty has given her a dignity that shouts freedom is everybody;s job.

[united] that means we have all come together.

[states] individual communities that have united into forty eight states forty-eight individual 
communities w ith pride dignity and purpose all divided with imaginary boundaries yet united to 
a common purpose and that’s love for country

[And to the republic] republic, a state in which sovereign powers is invested in representatives 
chosen by the people to govern and government is the people and it is government from the 
people to the leaders, not from the leaders to the people.

[For which it stands, one nation] one nation meaning so blessed by God

[indivisible] incapable o f  being divided

[With liberty] which is freedom; the right o f power to live on’es own life without threats, fear, 
or some sort o f  retaliation

[And justice] the principle our qualities o f dealing fairly with others 

[For all], for all
Which means boys and girls its as much your country as it is mine 

And now boys and girls let me hear you recite the pledge o f allegiance.

Red Skelton’s comments after “under God” was added:

“Since I was a small boy, two states have been added to our country and two words have been 
added to the Pledge o f Allegiance; “under God”. W ouldn’t it be a pity if  someone said that is a 
prayer and be eliminated from school.”
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To amend the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. [H. j . Res. 243]

J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N

J u n e  1 4 ,  1 9 5 4

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Flag of the USA.

States of America in Congress assembled* That section 7 of the joint 

resolution entitled “Joint resolution to codify and emphasize existing 

rules and customs pertaining to the display and use of the flag of the

56 Stat. 380.

United States of America", approved 3une 22, 1942, as amended (36 

U. S. C , sec. 172), is amended to read as followAs:

P l e d g e  of a

“SEC. 7. The following is designated as the pledge of allegiance to legiance.

the flag: ' I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 

America and to the Republic for which i t  stands, one Nation under 

God, indivisible, w*ith liberty and justice for alP. Such pledge should 

be rendered by standing wAith the right hand over the heart. How­

ever, civilians will always show full respect to the flag when the pledge 

is given by merely standing at attention, men removing the headdress.

Persons in uniform shall render the military salute."

Approved June 14, 1954.
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President Eisenhower's One Nation Under God
David Barton • 02/08/2012

February 7 Is a notable historical day for the 
acknowledgment o f God In modem America: It Is the day 
tha t a sermon was preached before President Dwight D. 
Elsenhower, suggesting tha t the words "under God" be 
added to  the pledge. The sermon was preached by the 
Rev. George M. Docherty, pastor o f New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church In Washington, D. C. £U (you can 

dow nload and see the fu ll sermon, w ith hts notes and additions).

This sermon was preached for Lincoln Day, and It had a great impact on those 
listening, Including President Bsenhower, who was seated In the same pew that 
Abraham Lincoln had regularly occupied in tha t church as President £21 In  tha t 
sermon Docherty stated:

There was something missing In the pledge, 
and that which was missing was the 
characteristics and definitive factor in the 
American way of life . Indeed apart from the 
mention of the phrase, the United States of 
America, It could be the pledge o f any 
republic. In  fact, I  could hear little  Muscovites 
repeat a sim ilar pledge to  the ir hammer and 
sickle flag In Moscow w ith equal solemnity. 
131

He made the point tha t the American pledge as It then existed could ju s t have been 
recited by citizens from any country, even those from communistic nations that 
hated God. The day following the sermon, U. S. Rep. Charles Oakman from 
Michigan Introduced a Joint Resolution (H. J. Res 371) to  add the words "Under 
God” Into the pledge, H i explaining:

Mr. Speaker, I  th ink Mr. Docherty h it the nail squarely on the head.
One of die most fundamental differences between us and the 
Communists Is our belief in God. 151

Two days later, on February 10th, Senator Homer Ferguson from Michigan 
introduced the Senate Joint Resolution (S.J. 126), I f i l  explaining to  the Senate:

Our nation is founded on a fundamental belief in 
God, and the firs t and most Important reason for 
the existence o f our government is to  protect the 
God-given rights o f our c itizens.. . .  Indeed, Mr. 
President, over one of the doorways to  th is very 

I Chamber inscribed in the marble are the words "In

h ttp :/A vw w .w a llb u ild e rs.com /lib issu esa rtic lcs.a sp ? id = 1 0 5 5 8 6 3/13/2014
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God We Trust.”  Unless those words amount to  
more than a carving in stone, our country w ilt never be able to  defend 
itself. £21

These resolutions were passed, and on June 14,1954 (Flag Day), President Dwight 
D. Elsenhower signed the b ill Into law, officially adding the words 'under God" Into 
the Pledge of Allegiance, telling the nation:

From th is  day forward, the millions o f our school 
children w ill daily proclaim In every d ty  and 
town, every village and rural school house, the 
dedication of our nation and our people to  the 
Almighty. To anyone who tru ly  loves America, 
nothing could be more inspiring than to 
contemplate this rededieation o f our youth, on 
each school morning, to  our country's true 
m eaning.. . .  In  this way we are reaffirm ing the transcendence o f 
religious faith In America's heritage and future; In this way we shall 
constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever w ill be 
our country's most powerful resource, In peace or in war. (81

Who could have Imagined tha t a single sermon could have such an Impact? Yet 
American history Is fu ll o f such accounts. On February 7th, take tim e to  read this 
remarkable sermon, remembering tha t we are indeed "one nation under God.*

ID  George M. Docherty, One Way o f Living (Harper 6  Brothers, New York, 1958) p. 
156, "One Nation Under God.”  See also "H istory,”  New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (a t: http://www.nvapc.orc/hlstorv>.

12] 'H istory,* New York Avenue Presbyterian Church (a t: 
http://www.nvaoc.org/historvV. See also, Congressional Record (Volume 100 
Session 2) p. 1700 Feb 12,1954 "House Joint Resolutlno 243 to  Amend the Pledge 
o f Allegiance to Include the Phrase 'Under God'; Extension o f Remarks o f Hon. Louis 
C. Rabaut (at
http://www.architfe.oro/strcam /a3noressionalrecl00aunitepaqe/n894/m ode/iup).

£31 Congressional Record, (Volume 100, Session 2 ) p .1697 Feb 12, 1954 "Abraham 
Lincoln: Extension o f Remarks o f Hon. Charles G. Oakman' (at: 
http://www.3rchlve.Dra/stream/conoresslona1rectOOaunit4oaqe/n892/mode/lup). 
See also George M. Docherty, One Way o f Uvlng (Harper & Brothers, New York, 
1956) p. 164. See also Congressional Record (Volume 100 Session 2) p. 1700 Feb 
12, 1954 "House Joint Resolutlno 243 to  Amend the Pledge of Allegiance to  Include 
the Phrase 'Under God': Extension o f Remarks o f Hon. Louis C. Rabaut (a t 
htto://www.ardilve.ora/stream/conoresslonalreclOOaunlt*Daae/n894/modc/luD).

£41 Congressional Record, (Volume 100, Session 2) p.1522 Feb 8,1954 (at: 
http://www.arehive.ora/stream/epnoresstanalreclOQatinlt»aaoe/nB03/roode/l u p V.

£51 Congressional Record, (Volume 100, Session 2) p.1697 Feb 12,1954 Abraham 
Lincoln: Extension o f Remarks of Hon. Charles G. Oakman”  (a t:
http;//www.archlye,ora/stream /conoresslonalrecl00aunlt»oaae/nB92/m ode/lupV.

£51 Congressional Record, (Volume 100, Session 2) p.1600 Feb 10, 1954 (a t:
http://www.archltfe.orc/stream/cpngressionalreclOOaunltFDace/nB44/rnode/luDy.

1Z1 Congressional Record, (Volume 100, Session 2) p.1600 Feb 10,1954 "Pledge of 
Allegiance to  the Flag* by Mr. Ferguson (a t:
http://www.archive.orq/strcam/conores5lonalreciOPaunit4Daoe/n844/m ode/lupV. 
See also Congressional Record, (Volume 100, Session 2) p.1601 Feb 10,1954 
"Pledge o f Allegiance to  the F lag' by Mr. Ferguson (a t:
h tto t//www.archlve.oro/stream/conoresslon^reclO O aunlt*oace/n844/m ode/luDl.
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' '  j t ^ r .  C i t t w i m  * *  i x -

-  ’ T h ^ re  i s  n e i t f o r  Jew  n o r  S n f H t  t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  b on  d n o r f r e e i

t h e r e  i s  * n f i i t h e r  m o le  ] j g g g a  e q o jll n o r  f e n o le :  fa r  you  Or* o i l

onairi.n _C h ris t  J e a u s u   — .— —----------------- — -----------------------
Soraoa proonhod by Or, George «U Doobsrty, Sow Tork Arsons Preobytarlaa Church, 
on Sandsr, yabruary 7« 195jk

Tfre fcgjmia c ity  of gporta m s once v isited  by on ambassador fron another 

kingdom. Bfl oxpeoted to find  thlo great o ity  surrounded by thick pro toot Lag eallsi 

bo was mrrprisod whan ho saw no battlements at a ll .

t^hare ora tho v a ils  to defend tho city®?, ho aokod of tb^JKiflgJtf

B®nro aro the w alls of Sparta®, replied tho king, showing kirn h is sray

of t  iro t llao  crook troops.

Bod th is Ambassador v isited  our Halted Btotos today, ho would also

be surprised to fin d  no w all around our o itloo . ( l  should think as a natter of
m **

foot, I t  would bo extremely d ifficu lt,even for American know*how,to build a 

w all around Lon Angelesf), And i f  our v is ito r were to ask the question, °ghsre 

la. thfl-defense of  the nation! ®. he aould be shown something of the awesome power 

of the mighty American Army, Bsyy and A irforce: not to Bontion the enormous 

fioonoa&o poten tia l of  the Country. Sot the true strength of the Halted States 

of America lie s  Aesper, as It  lay In Sparta. I t  is  the s p ir it  of both 

and jteoplQ -_ a flig^ag devotion to the cause of freedom within these borders.

At th is season of exslveroory of the •hirsft o f Abr«OM»̂  i t  w ill

not be Inappropriate to speak about th is freedom, and M -ie called  "the American

» Z - 2j U S a ! /

Imsdoa le  a  subject everyone seems to be talking about without

eeamlnUr stopping to ask the rather basic question, “What do we aeon by freedom®!

Is  th is  matter, apparently, we a ll  are experts.
tte world a f Mr. U acojn*! day Is  unbelievably different from th is 

le t there ie  a sense is  whioh history is  always repeating '.It so I f .

She issues ws foes today ore procItaly the issues M spent h is I lf s  ssoklag to
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aroaoive. l a  hlo day, th* l«BBQ_jgKiM>aaF»* > t tk& ?  $ £ * *!!H ^ SSSSl J *  1? 

aparted by » a U lta a t ly  a th sU tio  goaaunlaa that hao already onnlaved SOC 

■yuion of tha ^ o n let of the eortfc^ad » » ■ — «•• the rest of th afro a  world^ 

T.̂ gaa ia , la  hio day, E3» th is Country m  a nation that "wap conceire.d 

^  1 1 -hayt-y eamA da&loatad to tha sgopogltioa that a l l  man aro craatod sggalj1,

At'̂  tha i i  the tins’) Is  os, aad|fcinsly,one - Bwhothor th is  nation

or anv tya.ti.nB so conceived and dedicated.can long endure”.

I  re c a ll once dleeuaelng tha "Aaarlc&n ^sy of U fa *  with a ĵ wepapor 

fikltor. Ha had haas using tha phrase rather frooly. Vhaa aalcad to dafino tha 

phrase, SBio laerlcan  Hay of Life? ha becaaa vary wordy and verboee. *Xt l a 

liv e  and lo t llv a t I t  la  fraodoa to a o f  and othor aueh platitudea.

hat aa 1l58Stv£at^”a iT  Aaarloaa ttey of U fa 11 la . I t  la  going to tha 

ballgsaa and eating pop-com, and drinking Csoa Cola, and rooting for the 

Senator a, i t  ia  shopping la  genre A Soebuek. I t  la losing heart and hat on a 

ro lle r  coaster. It  la  driving on the right aide of tha road and putting up at 

aotala on a long Journey. Xt lo  being bored with te ierle io n  eo&aorelals. It  

ia  aettlng o ff f ir e  crackers with your children on the fourth of Ju ly . I t  

la  sittin g  fo r esvea hours to tea the pageantry of tha Preeldentlal Inauguration. 

fo t,. i t  ia  (teener than that.

I t  ie  gardens with no fencea to bar you froa the eeighborllneaa of your 

aolghbor, i t  ia  the perfurae of honeysuckle, and the sound of katydids la  the 

warn night a ir  of s m e r , when you go out Into the garden, the children long ago 

aeleep, and you fe e l the pulse and throb of nature around you. I t  la A4gro 

Sp j^ ltu a lf and Colonial drohlteoturc. I t la  5haako3 lria g  Turkey and paapkln plo. 

Xt la  the aweop of broad rlvare  and the eea ef wheat and grans. I t  ia  a view 

rroa the a ir  of tha conflux of saiddy riv e rs and neat l i t t le  excavations and 

oolunno of ssoto that la  tha nighty Pittsburgh, i t  ia  canyons of ekyverapero

- 2 -



O  la  Kgw fbgic. aad the mraep of  Satoahpga Prtvo that la  qhloMgs. Jt 19 *** leoely 

pveud status of Leo on gottysburg f ie ld . I t  la  school g ir ls  wearing Joaae aad 

school hoys r id le s  enonoue pooh bitoe. I t  i *  color ooaioe. ItJJL^ S L^ iS ^ S Jl 

Tt»w Tft-Ph- oinaa. i t  lo  s ittin g  on the porch of a Sunday eftoraooo, a fter Boning 

e torch, rockiag 1b  b cgeekiag v icto r c h a ir . I t  ie  a l»d and lase  looking at you 

ia to n tly  la  the narrlago eorvlce. I t  lo  slekaeee/aad a  hooo aspby, qpietened 

aad o tille d  by g rief* I t  ie  the oouad of the b e ll et the ra ilro ad  eroeelag, 

aad ch lld reae1 laugh tor. I t  ie  a  so lita ry  bugler playiag tape, d e e r aad loag- 

aatod, a t^ d la sta a #

^  dad where did a l l  thie coae front

^  I t  has bM s with uo eo long, wo here to r e c a ll i t  wee brought here by

people who la id  etreee on fuadsaeatals, they callofl thsasolvoo fu rlta a e because 

they wished to liv e  the pore -and noble l i f e  purged of a l l  id o latry  sad eaaleveaeat 

of the mind, even by the Church. Ihey did not realieo that la  fle e  lag Iron 

t yroaay and sotting up of a  new l i f e  ia  e aew world, they were to be the lathore 

of b  Ifcghtr A atloa.

Shoes fUBdODeotd concept# of l i f e  hod boea given to the world froa

'/lLoun^/81iiol| where the noral leer woe graven upon jEablee of .ftcne, symbolising the

uaivereal epplloatloa to e l l  non# Jgd they ease froa the Bow geotaaoat whore

they hoard la  the words of Jesua or SBsoreth, the iiv ia g  V4rd of Sod for the 

world,

fc le  ie  the "dmerican Way of L ife " . Lincoln saw th is  d e a r ly . History 

for h is was the Blvlan Qoaody, though he would not use that phrase. She 

providence of Ood woe be lag fu lf ille d .

that it  i t  tpglttR SOa> that th is  aatioai sh a ll toow 

Of fiW te iii dad by iap llea tin sI i t  is  ugdwr Ood that 

of the people, by the peopla aad for the people, sh a ll not perish froa the earth".

-  3  -



o

gtor Slacolim aiaoe Sod tsao la  hio hamma, a l l  aunt u ltim ately h© right for 

h is  Country*

/>  gow, a l l  H U  gay a©©a obvious t < t , ®B® #lt0  itnm 904 405006

tkoao laplieat&oaa e f feoodoa re a lly  serio usly . lo r  no. I t  eaaa la  a flaah  

4ay ioa>tl»> ago whaa our e llU r ta  can# hone flraa eohool. dlaoat casually ,

I  sated uha.1 happened at school when they arrived  thara la t t e  Borajg^ they 

deaorlbod to me, la  ( r n t  da t a l l ,  aad with strange solemnity. thej& tual of tha 

fa iata  tn tv> gine. gfeo children tu n  to the Mjsg, and v ita  tho ir hand aeroaa 

th e ir heart, they rapaat tha vorda:

■X pledge allagiaooe to the flag  of the Dhlted States and 

tho So public fo r which i t  otaadoi oaa nation, lad lv i aible  

v lth  lib e rty  aad ju stice  for a ll" , '

Thay varc vary proud o f tha Pledgej aad rig h tly  bo.
c u

I  don»t purpose you fathers would term n&ld/gnch attention to that 
Qfwr

*" I  d4 ~̂ L  had tha a&raatago over you. I  could lla te n  to thoao noble vorda

aa i f  fo r the f ir s t  t iso . you have laaraad then so long ago. lUca tha arithaatlo

table or tha Shorter Qateohlsa, something you can rapaat without agaaeaaaaltj

what i t  a l l  re a lly  aaaaa. But X could a lt  down aad brood upon I t ,  going 

over each vord olovly la  ay aind.

dad I  oaaa to a  strange ooaolualon, Ihara vaa >Q»othing alai<Fvr <n 

*M5JS2&SS» |&&& that which vaa a lse lag  vaa tha ch aracte ristic  aad d efin itive  

<S?*V. 1# thx, 'toertcan Kay of L lfa« . t a w .  .p a rt fro . the m otion of tha 

phrase, tha Bolted States of daerlea, th is could be tha pledge of any fepublic.

In  fo o t, I  aould  hear l i t t le  haaooritOB ra p a a t a  a la lla r  pledge to  «»eir heemtr 

aad fiotela fla g  In  Moscow v lth  equal aolaaa>ltyTfo r  Buaela Is  alao a &  pub 1 1 c 

th a t o la la a  to have overthrown tha tyranny o f

O  ^ioqia aloo o la la a  tojbe in d iv isib le , Mr. S ta lin  admit tad  to  s ir

'*+Gat.('Wn4 
MWlflhg



yinoton  th a t  the va lu in g  o f the paasants who the no a? d if f ic u lt  o f

a n  M s taa&3 » (ga did act acatloa the gaoB&cre of the three m illion  galak

faraoro in  th is  blood and Iron u n ifica tio n ).
<< *-" ■ , *■ ■»|" —

jhina'irx alM so to havo lib e rty . You w ill sever undcretead the Coaauntat
  ------  K fl* h .

aind u n til you re a lise  th le  aberration of th s lr  judgment. [ K&rxJ in  Ala d ia le c tic ,

aakoa i t  clscv? that the Qamwalat etate lo  only an igporfoot efgo  tovarde
♦

W ia  KaaiflllaBi. ghca that day cease, the State w ill wither away and true 

So c l e l lea  w ill  reign forever, gtoola w ill have dawned. U h til that day. there 

oust ho pereon&l lim itatio n s. £3 the Cm pitoilet atato l la lt e  freedom la  the 

day of war, eo raaot fcha worhero of the world acoept thlo fono of roetrlotod  

freedom- Baeldoo, Olalna VSsx.. trouble Brleeq when you give nan their 

un restricted  fraedaa^ gavaa froedoa always degenerate a into llceaoc and gives 

riee  to greed and war, they night c la ln  that th e ir &servitude ie  perfect 

froedoa**

(Again) the Comnunloto P lain ,thera le  jfuetloo in Baooia. . Shay have th e ir 

law oouriBv  -fhor have th e ir ejeotlona with ualvereal euffroge. When prepend 

to the point, they w ill admit there lo  re a lly  only one candidate heoauee the 

people are eo uaaalaoua about that wav o f  l i f e i

th e ir way of l i f e  Daaoqratlo". One of the nrohlaaa 

find  la  dealing o lth  t o l a  le  one of eewaatlca. of d o fla ltlo n . ^Bueolaf eeye 

aha le  fxteaoaratlclaad we are /'iheclotl (w3  p lain  to he iJaaocratlo'and c a ll BaBBla  

fenaaualet&J

ghat, therefore, le  a le  slag la  the Pledge of A llegiance that Aaeric&aa 

have been paying on aad c ff  place lB92f and o f f ic ia lly  einoe 19^21 ^Eeoke

fundamental concept that completely aad u ltim ately eeparatea Cotm niet Ruaaia

froa the democratic ln e tl tut lone of th le Country. Shie wae eeen o le a rly  hy



“U a o o lij rrnhBH y>p gsotiU ehall haow a m » ’birth °* fraeAoa, aaA 

mm caa Qgpn ago tha d efin itive  vorda.

Sow, Lincoln vat not bsi&g o rig in a l la  that phraao. B» was simply 

rea lading tbs people of tbs te sla  upon vhleb the Sttloa won it s  freedom Is  

it s  a t fwaapaadanoo, Bo went back to offer o.oâ pg he did ia  ao

ouch of h ie  thinking. Xadeed, ̂ s*M lSovledge • hie deht to Jefferson Is  a 

famous speech del Ivor a A a t Zadepeadesoe E h ll i s  Philadelphia os February 22,

1361, two years before the Oettysburg Addreoa. "All the p o ll t teal Beat locate 

I  eaterta ls haw boos drawn froa the aestlaente whloh originated sod were given 

to the world fron th le he^n j  ŝwe never had a feeling p o lit ic a lly  that did 

not spring from sentlasntn eabodled in  the Paolaratloa of Independence*.

Llatoa, again. to the » of thla Declaration;

■So hold these truth* to be s e lf  evident, that a l l  sea are created 

equal, that they are endowed by th e ir creator with certain  

ssa lleaab le  rig h ts, that among these are l i f e  and lib e rty  and 

the pursu it of happiness0,

AS. ggttyabursg, Lincoln pee s /  the quest Ion; "Bov we are engaged la  a great 

c iv i l  war, testing  whether that nation, or any nation, so conceived, and so 

dedicated, can long endure11.

Shat i s  the text of our day aod generation also ,

&» tragedy a f the Sinstsanth Century ftsaocratio Liberalism , when 

nation a fte r nation eat up p arlleasstary  forne of government, was that two 

world convulsions ehattersd the Illu sio n  that you can build a nstim, 

ideas without a  fundamental b e lie f ia  god»e Providence. Crowae in  Zuropo toppled, 

not teeause of authcracy, but because the peoples had lo st the v isio n  of Ood.

*» face, today, fa" theological wnr^ I t  is  not b a sica lly  o eonfllet



g>

bottreoa two p o lit ic a l uMloaophlos -  (ghoaas to tte rn c*1 j> p o lit ic a l domoeraoy 

over against (i/saln1 a) conmialstlo atfflto,

| Sor I s  i t  a QgafUot tUnilUssaatally between two acoaoaia systems

ateiU m  eay.l-Map fa ith  "gpa lth  of and f e k J t e f f i  *& »

g jT i^ 5 a T

CQ I t  I s  a fig ht for tho frasdoa of tho haaon porsoaallty. I t  la  not

labxaaoslty to naa°. I t  lollSmaBgcddon.l n b a ttls  of ths_godo.

I t  la  tho view of aaa as I t  oooso down to uo from tho Jadao-Chrlatlaa 

c iv ilisa tio n , In ao rta l ooahat agalaat nodarS. <55tm lari^ /^ dIflByTpinaaity) 

ghe only point I  jtatea l a jrolBlag tho Issue of tha Plsdgs of Alloglaaao 

is  that I t  m w i to as to o a lt till*  theological Im plication that lg.lafeoroat 

with in  tho "Asorlcaa ttey of L ife " . I t  should be^no natiofl. lndivlnl'blo. tTador 

CtodfJ / cnceljnado^ Sod*.I then ve eea define vhat ve moan by^ llborty and 1 unties 

fo r a l l * go omit tha vorda tmAay (lad8 in  tho Plod** of Alleglanco l»  to omit 

t ho d efin itive  oharsotsr of tha "Aaorlcan toy of L ife 11.

Boaa night assert th is  to bo a v io lation  of tbs F ir s t  Aaxmflaont to tho 

Constitution, I t  1* quite tho oppooito. gbo F irs t  dosa&esnt lit s ^ i oonasraJtt^ X>t»M 

tho Question of re lig io n .

1 "Ooagroifl sh a ll nabs no low rsspsotiag tho ostabllehasat of re lig io n "J 

Bfry tsstabllehcsnt o f ro lig lon11 is  a technical tan^  I t  ««mi« C o ijrtia  

vU l  ponait ao otata church la  thio load ouch as w i i t i  ta Jiaglead. laUtegisad, I  

fog Bishops aro appointed by Her Majesty. Baa church, by law. 1» supported br  

Hands or rsa t , gho Ohareh, thsrofora, can o a il upon tho support of the/law of  

fo* toad._to.. carry  oat it s  ova o cclo siaatiea l lavs. Vhat tho goolaratioa says 

l a o ffset, ...is that no otata eharch ohall a n  at in  th is  lead, This Is  separation 

of Church aad States lt_ l j  not, aad never was meant to bo. a  separation of ro ll*Ion



and l i f e ,  sitoh equation Is  a aflufitwlrm nf frhft Tteitr ^ ad aaat u ith tha Plr»t

I f  vo were to add th® phr&es, r«0hAsr tho Church BT1 that vould b» 

dlfforoato la  foot. I t  vould be deaaartma. She gapstlon arlco s, vbloh 

atongsbl ®r»* X oonld g in  w&& good K6iy15S sS S .e e  oxosllent d issertation upon 

tha v irtu es of tha Presbyterian Church. and ahov 9m. hov much superior John faox 

was to John WoslsrJ Pat the whole sod story of Church h istory okovs hov of a ll 

trya&ta, ofton the Church could ho tha vorat fo r tha hast of reasons, the 

Joviah (Tk”T*rlV poraootttod onto doath tha Christian  Church la  tha f ir s t  dsoada

.of C h ristia n ity ; and for 1200 roars, tha Christian Church persecuted tha Jewish
'fj'"

CSmroh. gh® Began Church poraocuted tha Protestants; and the Protestants. In 

turn! persecuted tha Boana Church; the ypaaVfrtaviji^a and the Episcopalians 

brought low tha very owe of Christian  oharlty, both ia  Scotland sod dnerloa.

I t la  not fo r nothing that fhoaoa Joggaroon, on hlo toabatoas a t W atfceU lj 

olainod that one o f tha three achlmvenonts of Ma I l f s  <M hlo/fight for 

re lig io u s freed on In W aalnle j- that even above the exalted o ffice  no President 

of those United States, ^

Church is  in fa llib le ; and no i ,  in fa llib le .

Of eouree, aa O hrletiaas, vo night Include the words 'ttodar Jesus 

^ y t"V  fly of glnge^. j» it one of the g lo ries of th*« <«■

that i t  has opened it s  getos to e l l  non of over? relig ious fa ith .

She vord i»f velcoae to those ahorOa is  opltoalsod on tha Skates nt

lib e r iaa

“Cive so your tired , your poor,

Tour huddled aasssa yean  lad to breathe free,

She wretched refuse of your teeming shore,

Sand those, tha boneless, tempest tossed to so;

Z l i f t  ny lamp beside tho golden door*.



Shore la  no re lig io u s es&ainatloa on entering the V. 3* A) -  a© 

pereeoutioa toeaust a a sa 't fa ith  d iffe rs  even fron th© C h ristin a  re lig io n .

&5, I t  oast he W g  gj®8 to Include the great Jewish C o -u n ity . and the 

people of tho Moslem f a ith, and tha ayrl&A of denominations of Chglafeleaa in

/ghat then *=*»" hflwsafc ath e ist* /

Philo  poP-MooUy eptoklag, an a the ie  t ie  American le  a contradiction la  

tarasp go ft &on»t nleanderstaad me, Zhle age has thrown up a new type of man -  

we o a ll h la  eT "eecular*:! he doee not believe in  God; not bocauee he is  a wicked 

nan hut because he le  d ia le e tlca lljr  honest*, end would rather walk with the 

unbelievers than e it  h yp o critica lly  with people of the fa ith . These men, aad 

neap X have known* are fin e la  character; and la  th e ir obligations as citigeno  

and good neighbors, quite oxoellent.

But they re a lly  are "sp iritu a l parcel toe p. Aad X mean ao tens of 

abuse la  th le , X»a simply c la ssify in g  thes. A Ty&reslts ie  on organlsa that 

liv e s  upon the l i f e  force of saother organ!sa without contributing to the l l f o 

of the other. Those eacellent eth ioal oeool&rs are liv in g  upon the accumulated 

Spdritual C ap ita l of  ̂Judalo-Christlaa c iv i l isa tio a . and a t the same tin e , deny 

the God who revealed the divine p rin cip les upon which the eth ics of th le Country 

grow. The d lls — a  of the secular le  quite 0la p is .

Bo cagpflfc Aaay the Christian  revelation  and lo g io a lly  liv e  by the

q h ru tia a

And i f  he Aonlae the Christian  eth io , he f a i ls  short of the iaarlo aa

In  (reff»riioal e._Bhraaef I f  we dear the sxlstenos of the «God who gave 

ue l i f e * , how can we liv e  by pthe lib e rty  he gave ne at the eaaa t in s UJ 

Bde le  a  Qod b c a ri^  the, Imprint of



eitloone, whan they taka thoir oath of allegiances, conclude, solemnly, with the 

words "oo halp ae Sod".

f Sd a i s  tha ±Bam wo"face todav  ̂jA  freedom that re epee to tha right# 

of the m inorities hot la  daflnad by a fundamental b e lie f la  Sod. A way of life  

that eeee saa, not eta the ultim ate outcaas of a mysterious coaoaateaatloa of 

evolutionary process, bat a  eeatleat being oreated by Sod and soaking to know 

H e  w ill, aad ■3he«^4eul Is  re stle ss  t i l l  ha rost is  Sod*,

Zn th is  lo ad , there is  "neither Jew nor Greek, n e ith e r bond aor free, 

neither mala aor female", fo r  we are one n a tio n In d iv is ib le  under Sod, end hunbly 

as Sod has glean os the lig h t we seek lib e rty  aad Just lee for a l l ,  Shis quest 

i s  oot only w ithin these Ttaited States but to the four corners of tho globe 

wherever aaa w ill l i f t  up h is  head towards the v isio n  of hie true and divine 

manhood.
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1887 - Early Campaign for Patriotism in Public Schools
George T. Batch, Auditor of the Goato of Education of the City of Now York and former 
Captain and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel in die US Army, write* tha handbook Methods 
of Teaching PatrtoSsm In the Public Schools. Hit campaign toetudaa the piecing of US 
Hags In all public tchocia. aa wail aa the presentation of tiny US flags to student 
awarded for good citizen ah Ip. Ha promoted the uae of the flog as a tool In the 
Americanization of foreigners.

Scot GuMtar PhD i k i k i i  The AraMhaa flag. 1777-1)34.1860

Swear pocrdpsaca amyntf fuceaiedSap Id.
3013)

Oct 1888 - 77m Youth's Companion Campaigns for US Flags in Public Schools
The Youth's Comperdon. the leading fondly magazine of the day with a emulation of over 400,000, began a campaign to aeE 
American flags to public schools. "The magazine hoped that tha 'Stan and Stripe* [might) be hung upon the wall* of every home, 
and of every school room In the lancT so that 'patriotiim and love of flbwty [would] bo unceasingly taught"

RichanlJ.EHs, P h D T o  toe flag. 2005

Apr. 1891 - Francis Bollamy Hired to Organize National Public School Celebration
"In 1891 Daniel Ford, coownar of the Youth's Comperdon, hire* Francis Bellamy Bolamy 
had bean the pastor of Boston's Bethany Baptist Church for six years but had run Into 
difficulties with tha church because of his Increasingly radical economic views and heterodox 
nfigtouavfow*.’

□avid Monts, PHD frtrtt Th* AtmtOn voice3004: A Podiot Ovfds to Ismaa and ASsgaFood Oct 7,2004
"In Apr. 1881... Bellamy announced Ids resignation [as pastor], and [Denial] Ford, who 
admired Baflamy'a command of language- agreed to hire Belamy. Despite having no 
previous exporianos in publishing or business, Bellamy was assigned to work with [Jama* B.| 
Upturn In the premium department. Upturn's most pressing need In flu spring of 1881 was 
help organizing and publicizing flu National Public School Celebration, which was 
mushrooming Into ■ vast undertaking.*

rnotsid j Eiis. PhD ’Crirtr tco» nay 200s

SauttK rrmjntmirtay.com (Sooessed 
Sop 13,3013) Hise/Shsw

h ttp ://u n d e rg o d .p ro co n .o rg /v iew .tim e lin e .p h p 7 tim e lin e IIX )0 0 0 2 9  3/13/2014

http://undergod.procon.org/view.timeline.php7timelineIIX)00029
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Sep. 1892 • Bellamy's Pledge of Allegiance Is Published
Fiand* Batla my writ** tha "Pledge of Allegiance" and a companion address 
tar publication in the Columbus Day program contained in tha Sep. 8,1892 
Issue of The Youth's Companion. The published Pledge mads:

"I Pisdgs allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which It atanda;
Oita Hatton Indivisible, wMh Liberty and Juettee for Al."
Tha Pledge was accompanied by instructions tar a safe It to be performed 
as part of tha Columbus Day eatebraUans: "At the words, To the Rag.' the 
right hand It extended graeefuly, palm upward, toward the Flag, and 
remains in this gesture til tha end of the affirmation; whereupon al hands 
Immediately drop to tha side-'

Scot M. Gusnter, P h c frfrft  nwSm rfcsnflkf, 1777-1134, 1900 _
Scot M Guenter, PhD t3fl1 6  stnsl Is PmCon.«s. Oct 15, 2013

Bellamy, a sods list and Baptist clergyman, writes the ’Pledge of Allegiance* to "reflect the views of Ms cousin, Edward Bellamy, 
author of Looking fledovardand other socialist utopian novels."

Cabla Newt Network (CNN) 6 6  Oct H  2003

[Editor's Note: In 1957. the US Library of Congress Legislative Reference Service affirmed Francis Bellamy as the author of tha 
Pledge.]

— a ." JC
p . j ,  V w , A  — A v  l£ w .

— tnZ. -a .!-«£•* i-*#i

Tha Pisdgs or Aflsgtmcs hsnCwntUn by Franas 9«aairy~ 
$00109. Urtv9aMyofRoeh99t9tw9t9il9 /MCMNtfOtt Z  20 to

Oct 1892 - Pledge Publicized on Columbus Day
Tha Ptadga Drat receives national publicity through the official program of «ie National Public School Celebration of Columbus 
Day In Oct 1692. During tha Cate bra Iran It was rspsated by public school students across ths nation.

Richard J. EHt, PhD 6 6 6  TS Ms nSg, 2005

1895 - Balch’s Flag Salute for Schools Published
Georg# Batch's naxt writing ptoject Is published one year after his death. It Is 
described as a patriotic printer, and Is focused on teaching that "the first step 
in foaming how to govern ourselves Is to foam how to obey," and 
recommends training "us In such habits of behavior as wi best fit us to 
become good members of CM society and patriotic American cttbrens ’
Tha primer also Includes "The American Patriotic Salute," which is 
considered "Via first known organized flag salute designed for use In 
American public schools.* In the salute espoused in ths primer, "students 
touched first their foreheads, than their hearts, reciting together We ghre our 
Headsl -  and our HeartsI -  to Godl and ourCountryl' Than... with their right 
arms outstretched and slightly elevated, palm down. In tha direction of the 
flag, they completed the salute: *One Countryl One Languagel One Flag!”

Scot Gueniar, PhD 6 6 6  rile AmertcenfiVg. I777-1S24. 1090

1896-1898 - Custom of Rising for bis Flag Begins
Patriotic torvor leading up to the Spantah-Amerlcan War of 1898 spawni en Informal custom for seated audtoncea to rise In the 
presence of tha US lag when it passes by for review.

Seal Guemer. PhD 6 6 6  TJie Amertwt Reg. 1777-1224.1990

Apr. 22,1898 - First Law Requiring Pledge Recitation in Schools Passed in New York
"The first flag salute statute [requiring children in public schools to recite the Pledge of Allegiance] was passed In New York In 
1898 (Introduced as Senate Bit 556 by New York State Senator Henry Coggeahall], the day afler the United Stales declared war 
on Spain... [WJhen Haw York's state superintendent cams to draw up the required Manuel of Patriotism, ha included not one but 
five poeafefo ‘patriotic pledges’ that teachers might use in their classes. One of these was Befiamy'a," but ft was pieced nth.

Richard J. Ella. PhD 6 6 6  To Ih* Aha 2005

1917 - World War I Increases Demand for US Rag
The United States enters World Wbr I, triggering an unprecedented demand for flags. Between Apr. 1916 and May 1917 the 
price of lags increases 100 to 300 percent Many new flag manufacturing companies are established. Rag events, such 
es school pageants fostering the flag and displays at sporfng events, am da signed to rile patriotic support. Business leedsra Join 
in by producing end distributing pamphlets celebrating tha flag. Major league basabaB begins playing The Star Spangled Hide/Show
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Scot Gutntvr. PnD W l i t  Tto American FtoQ, 1777-1t2i.' WO

1918 - Prosecutions for Flag Desecration
A tew prosecutions began of individuals ter desecrating or insulting (tie flag, in violation of soma state laws. The Kansas 
Supreme Court ndes such laws ware legal. E.V. Stair Is sente need to 10 yean in prison in Montana tor making disparaging 
comments about the flag.

Scot Guontsr. PhD i f t i t t  Tha American Rag, IrtM tW . two

1 9 1 9 -1 9 5 4 e

June 14-15,1923 - National Flag Code Adopted at National Flag Conference, Includes 
Pledge
Responding to the Invitation of Garland W. Powell, the American Legion's Director of the Americanism Commission, the National 
Rag Conference begins on Flag Day (June 14) in Washington, DC. It consists of representatives of SB civic, fraternal, business, 
veterans, hereditary, educational, religious, and labor organisations, as wafl as representatives of the Army and Navy. President 
Warren Harding addresses the group, which develops and adopts a Flag Code, declaring the flag "a living symbol of a living 
nation.*
Bellamy's *Pladge of Allegiance* Is Inciudad in the Rag Code JTIBe 4, United States Code, Chapter tj. although the words are 
amended from 1 pledge allegiance to my flag* to 1 pledge a log lance to the fife of the United States*

Moat major American newspapers puMsh the Flag Code following the conference, end the American Legion distributes 300,000 
copies throughout the nation. 51 addtiienal organizations Join tee movement to dtetribute copies of tee Flag Code throughout tee 
United States.

Scat Gutntvr. PhD " t r t r t t  Tito AmericanBag. 1777-1S24. two

1924 - Flag Code Gains Acceptance
The 2nd (and final) National Flag Conference is held.
The Pledge of Allegiance is amended, changing the words 1 pledge allegiance to tee lag of 
tee United States* to 1 pledge teleglanee to the flag of the United States of America.*
The Boy Scouts publish tee Flag Code in their official handbook [earitor editions had 
mentioned flag etiquette also). The American legion has now distributed an estimated ibe 
mllton pamphlets on flag atiquette to schools, churches and public officials. In total, more 
titan 14 mlllon pamphlets have been distributed nationwide by various organizations.
25 states have by now accepted the Rag Code tor school instruction.

Scot Guontor, PhD i t C t i t  The American flag. 1777-1924.1M0

1925 • Ku Klux Klan Endorses Flag Code
The Ku Klux Nan (wfth about four mffion fotiowers) endorses the Flag Cods, and instructs tits adolescent members of its Junior 
Order in flag etiquette. Membership requites an oath of allegiance to the flag and tee Constitution. The Man Marches over 40,000 
members down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington. DC, carrying hundreds of American flags.

SwtGuefltaf PhD t r t r t l  7HaAmerican frag. IT77-I9U. I WO

June 3,1940 - Supreme Court Rules That Students Can Be Expelled for Refusing to 
Recite Pledge
The US Supreme Court rules (6-1) In Minersvilla School District v Gobihs 3  (pdr (sz kb), that a local school board could expdFd“,sfl0*'

Official Handbook

Boy Scouts Oflfcfel Handbook, R n t 
Edfeon. 1910.
Sourer tmop»7.n* foectuod Sip. 19, 
2013)
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students who refuse to recto Dm  Pledge. "Over the next two years a wave of anti-jehovah's VWtm m  hyaterfa developed became 
memben of this religious group refuted to recto the Pledge. The Jahovah'e VWtnesses beloved that talullng the Flag and 
reciting the Pledge were forbidden bp the blbte (Exodus. Chapt 20J,"

JehnW. Bear, DA. MBAlV tael

June 22,1942 - Flag Code Becomes Law
"On June 22,1942, the U.S. Flag Code became the lew of the lend. A joint 
resolution passed by Congress made the code Public Law 829 (Chapter 
808,77th Congrats, 2nd session). Tha law eats out tha rules tor use and 
display of the flag, conduct during the playing of the national anthem, and 
tha words of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag (Beflamy1!) to be reeded. 
The flag code also contained the ralsed-arm salute (as prescribed during the 
1924 Flag Day conference).*
JtasyO w o J<n»s snd Ps*« Msysr. The Wrapr  4 H M u y e tm  AVdps s /M tg fn m , 2016

(Editor's Note: The Flag Code stipulated that tha flag salute *be rendered 
by standing with the right hand over the heart; extending the right hand, 
palm upward, toward tha flag at tha words‘to tha flag'and holding tide 
position untl tha end, when tha hand drops to the tide.*)

Drboci chSdmn In SN ttd EA  CT pSedginQ thUr sSscisnQs lo 
lh« tsginljiny 1S42
Ubrvyof Cengmst, hagor, M y  23-30,1f42

Dec. 22,1942 - Congress Changes Flag Salute to Hand over Heart Instead of Straight 
Arm Salute
Congress amends the Flag Code, substituting tha original atalght arm 
salute with tha currant salute of "the right hand over the heart Congress 
apparently was embarrassed by the similarity between the original Flag 
salute and the Nazi salute.*
Tha code now reads The Pledge of Allegiance to tha Flag., should be 
rendered by standing at attention facing tha flag with the right hand over tha 
heart When net In unflorm men should remove their headdress with their 
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart 
Persons In untomn should remain silent face tha flag, and render the 
mfltory salute.’

John W Bwr DA MBA I t  19S2
B u ivw nrain  ptnwHiny uu iw u m  mg w m .
Sotree; merMIWscom J n  7,2012

June 14,1943 - Supreme Court Rules That Children Cannot Be Forced to Recite 
Pledge
The US Supreme Court in West Virginia State Baaid of Educationet al v. Barnette el al. ~  (110KB). rules 8-3 that chldren could 
not be forced to say the Pledge of Allegiance in echool, Justice Robert H. Jackson wrote in his opinion, “If there is any fixed star 
In our constitutional constellation, it Is that no official, high or patty, can prescribe what shal be orthodox in poiUcs, nationalism, 
religion or other matters of opinion or tome citizens to confess by wont or act their tiith therein."

Lot Angstst Tlmst W m z m  Ssp. 29.2003

Feb. 12,1948 - Sons of the American Revolution Chaplain Includes 'under God1 In 
Pledge Recitation
Louis A Bowman, a member of the Board of Governors of the Ilinois Society of tie Sons of the American Revolution, and Its 
Chaplain, toads tha group In tha Pledge of Aflegiance with the words “under God" added. The National Society of Daughters of 
tha American Revolution gives him an Award of Merit as "the originator of tha [under God] Idea.*

John W Boor. DA. MSA f t  *992

[Editor's Note; Bowman explains that the words ’under God" ware first used extemporaneously in Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg 
Address, even though those words *do not appear in his written draft.*]

Apr. 22,1951 - Knights of Columbus Add 'Under God’ to Pledge Recited at Meetings
HdelSfow
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"Tha organized movement tor adding •undar Gorf to tha Pladga or Allegiance can ba tracad to a rasolution adoptad by tha 
(Knights of Columbus! national boud of directors in April 19S1, at tie height at the Korean War. Tha resolution caled on al 
Knights to add tha words 'under Qod* to tha Pladga customarily reded at the openings of local meetings."

Rich aid J. Ells. PhD f r f r f r  Toth* n y , 2003

1952*1954 - Hearst Campaigns to Add 'Under God* to Pledge
Louis A. Bowman repeat* hi* revised Pledge at savers! othsr masting* ol tha Son* of tha American Revolution. After one 
mealing in 1952. member John P. McKBIp writes about tha "under God" addition to his tenner employer, tha newspaper tycoon 
VWMam R. Hearst, Jr. The Haarst Newspaper* begin a campaign to add "under God" to tha US Pledge ot Allegiance.

John W. Baer. DA. MBA ☆  1992

1953 - House and Senate Introduce Bills to Add 'Under God' to Pledge
Federal legislator* are lobbied by religious leaders horn the Knights of Columbus, as wa9 as die Hearst Newspapers and the 
American Legion, who are "worried (tat orations used by 'godless communists' sound similar to tha Pledge of Alegianca." A bill 
to add "under God" to the Pledge of Alegianca is introduced in the House by Rep. Louis Rabaut (D-MI), and In the Senate by 
San. Homer Ferguson (R-MI).

U>» AngMaa Tunas uamas.com. Sap 29.2003

May 11,1954 - Library of Congress Makes Recommendation Concerning the Pledge
Congress consider* three variations of tha "under God" phrase:

1. ‘One Nation under God,"
2. "One Nation, under God," and
3. "One Nation indivisible under God."

Congress accepts variation #1 based on a recommendation from tha Library of Congress, which stales, "Since the basic idea is a 
Nation founded on a belief In God, there would seam to be no reason ter the comm* after Nation."

JotmW. Bier, DA. MBA £  ISM

June 14,1954 • President Eisenhower Signs Law Adding 'Under God' to Pledge
The words "under God" are inserted into the Pledge. The legislation (Public Law 395,
53d Congress] is supported by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, "fearing an atomic 
war between the U.S. and the Soviet Union" who signs the ML President 
Elsenhowar says: "In this way we are reafflimlng the transcendence of relgiou* faith 
in America's heritage and future; In thi* way we sltal constantly strengthen those 
spiritual weapons which forever wil be our country* most powerful resource in 
peso* and war." The new Pledge reads:

*7 Pfsdjge eWeglsnee to tfw flsg of the lArffed Steles of Amertea end te 
dr* Republic for which It stands, one nation under Gad, kidMttbh, with 
Hbarty andyusftee tor elf.*

Los Angsks t lm n  t l i t  MlmtAtWi. Sep. 29,2003

19 5 5 -19 9 9

June 17,1963 - Supreme Court States That Reciting Pledge May Not Be a Religious 
Exercise
The US Supreme Court in Abington v. Sdrnnpp rated 8-1 that government mandated BMo reading in public school* was 
unconstitutional, but stated: The reference to divinity in the revised pledge of elegience, tor example, may merely recognize the 
historical fact that our Nation was beteved to have bean founded’under God.’Thu* redting the ptedg* may be no more of a 
religious exercise than the reading aloud of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, which contains an allusion to tho same historical 
fact" (Id. at 303-04 -  Brennan. J.. concurring)

AMipfon v. Sdw npp 'S  (2t7 KB), -tan* 17,1983

.................Hide/Show

h ttp ://u n de rgod .p rocon .o rg /v iew .tim e lin e .p h p?tim e lin e ID = 0 0 0 0 2 9 3/13/2014

http://undergod.procon.org/view.timeline.php?timelineID=000029


H is to r ic a l T im e lin e  - U n d e r G o d  in  the  P le d g e  - P ro C o n .o rg Page 6  o f 10

July 5,1983- 
Clause

Supreme Court Says 'Under God* Does Not Violate Establishment

Th* US Supreme Court In Mtoft v. C/nmbtti ruled 6-3 that saiiiona of foe Nebraska Matt legislature could begin with a prayer 
given by a pubfidy funded cneplain beceuae. ever ame. the practice had become e communication or ihated values rather than a 
deddedty raiigloua practice. Justice William J. Brennan repealed hit conviction toat the phrase "under God* in the Pledge ot 
ADoglance did not violate the Establishment Clause because those words 'have tost any true religious significance" (ID. at 818-  
B Herman, J.. (tenanting)

Mtnhy Chombo/sT(74KB), JutyS. 19S3

Mar. 5,1984 - ‘Under Gocf Referenced In Supreme Court Nativity Scene Ruling
The US Supreme Court in Lynch v. Donntfy ruled 5-4 that the dty ot Pawtucket In Rhode Island could continue to dlaplay a 
nativity scene aa part ot its Christmas dlaplay. In this decision, the Court held that tha dty had not violated the Establishment 
Clause because the display depicted the historical origins of Christmas and had "legitimate secular purposes." Declining to take e 
"rigid, absolutist view of the Establishment Clause,' tie court declared that each case Is to be independently checked to 
determine whether th* intent is secular or religious. Religion in general may be advanced by tie government in some cases so 
long as there Is no edmlnistraliva entanglement with refigion. The Court listed many examples ot our "Government's 
acknowledgment ot our raDgtous heritage,' and included Congress' addition of the words "under God* In the Pledge of 
Allegiance. (Id. at 676-77)

Lynch y Donnctty 2  (MKB). Mar. S. IMS

June 4,1985 • Supreme Court Says ‘Under God* Not Unconstitutional
The US Supreme Court In MMsce v. JeAee ruled 6-3 to invatdate Alabama's moment of stance statute. Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor said the inclusion of the words "under God* In die Pledge is not unconstitutional because they ‘serve as an 
acknowledgment of religion with the legitimate secular purpose of eolomnkdng public occasions, and expressing confidence In 
the future.* (kt at 78 n.S -  O'Connor, J., concurring)

Wstaa v. 2J(1St KB), June A 1SSS

Sep. 13,1988 - US House Begins Pledge Recitations
Sonny Montgomery (O-MS) became th* Drat Congressman to lead the US House ot Representatives In citing the Pledge of 
Allegiance as a permanent part of Rs daly business operations.

During the 1986 US presidential campaign, eanddato George Bush criticized camfidata Michael Dukakis for Ns veto of a 
Massachusetts stale Ml to require the Pledge of Allegiance in all public schools In that state. House Republicans (then In the 
minority) surprised their chamber by offering a privileged resolution to require that each House day commence wth the Pledge.
ThervSpeakar Jm Wight (D-TX) came to toe floor and chastised Republicans for using th* Pledge of Alegianca to make a 
partisan point, saying. *1 think it is very important that Ml of us recognize that the Pledge of Alegianca to the (lag Is something 
intended to unite us. not intended to divide u*.‘ However, with electoral senslivtdes in mind. Speaker Wright then went on to 
announce he would cal upon the chairman of the House Veterans' Commfttee, Sonny Montgomery (D-MS), to offer th* Pledge 
when th* House next met

C-SpmiW’Mpen.eio. May 1*2000

July 3,1989 - Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy References Pledge
The US Supreme Court In Ataghany County v. ACLU ruled 5-4 (to strike) on the 
display of a creche at a courthouse and 6-3 (to uphold) an th* display of a menoreh 
at a county bulking. Justice Kennedy, to his dissent, said To bo aura, no one It 
obligated to recite this phrase rone nation under God")... but it borders on sophistry 
to suggest that the ‘reasonable' atheist would not feM lee* than a lull membe[r] of 
the political community' ovary time Ms follow Americana reeked, os part of thair 
expression of patriotism and love for country, • phrase he believed to be false." (id. 
at673)

Mtthcny County y. ACLU Z  (170 KB). JiXy 3.1S*»

U8 j p n» Court Assort** JWca Anthony Ktwwdy.
Swrer Dipgreipfy.com feccsssed Sep 1$. 2013)

Hide/Show
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Jan. 24,1992 - Seventh Circuit Court Rules That Students May Opt Out of Reciting 
Pledge
The US ten oil Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. In Sherman v. Community ContoMHed School District 21, ruled agalnet 
piaMfff Robert Sherman, concluding dtat that schools may lead the Pledge of Allogle nee daly, so long as pupil are free not to 
participate."

Shtm tn V. Community Cmtclidotoa School Dianct 21T. (SQtte). Jan. 24, 1SS2

June 24,1992 - Supreme Court Declares School Prayers Unconstitutional
The US Supreme Court in Lea v. Weismtn ruled 5-4 that prayers during school graduation violated the Establishment Clause

In his dissent, Associate Justice Antonin Scalla staled that "since the Pledge ol Allegiance has been revised... to include the 
phrase 'under God.' recital ol the Pledge would appear to raise the same Establishment Clause issue* as the prayers. *lf students 
were psychotoglcaly coerced to remain standing during the Invoealon, they must also have been psychologically coerced, 
moments before, to stand for (and thereby, In the Courts view, take part In or appear to take part in) the Pledge. Must tie Pledge 
therefore bo barred from the public schools (bath from graduation ceremonies and from the classroom)?*

L t*v  W titm tn3  ( l it  KB). June24.1892

June 24,1999 - Daily Pledge Recitation Instituted in US Senate
Sea Bob Smith (l-NH) Introduced a resolution (S.Res. 113) to begin reciting the Pledge in the Senate. The resolution to amend 
the Standing Rules oI the Senate and institute a daly Pledge was adopted by the unanimous consent cI the Senate an June 23. 
1999, The Pledge of A»sglance wl! be recited daly in the Sonata by lie Presiding Officer, or another Senator designated for that 
purpose.

CJfcwn "trtt e-rssnorg, May IS, 2000

2000-2009

Mar. 14,2001 - Michael Newdow Files Suit Arguing That 'Under God* in Pledge Is 
Unconstitutional
Michael A. Newdow, an emergency room physician who also earned a law degree from the Unhrereity at Michigan, files a lawsuit 
arguing that having the wordi "under God* In the Pledge of Allegiance is unconstitutional.

lo t Angelos TW»e i r t t  It4mtt.com, Sap, 29.2003

June 27,2002 - Ninth Circuit Court Declares Pledge to Be 'Impermissible Government 
Endorsement of Religion'
"A panel of Ninth Circuit Judges hold* [In a 2-1 decision] thetthe phrase 'under God* violates the First Amendment’s prohibition of 
government sponsorship of religion*
Judges:

• Alfrad T. Goodwin • Opinion [Appointed by: President Nixon, 1271]
• Stephan Reinhardt - Concur [Appointed by: President Carter, 1960J
• Ferdinand F. Fernandez • Partial Concurrence and Partial Ot&aent [Appointed by: President Bush, 1969]

The majority opinion by Judge Alfred T. Goodwin states:
*(N]o official, high or patty, can prescribe what shel be orihodox in poWos. nationalism, religion, or othor matters of 
opinion or tores ddzans to confess by word or act their feWt therein. The Pledge, as currenly coddled, la an 
impermitilbie government endorsement of rsigion because it tends e massage to unbelievers that they are 
outsiders, not full mem ben of the poMeal community, end an accompanying message to adherents that they are 
insiders, favored members of the political community.'*

Ntwmmk f r t f  July S. 2002 
Newdow v JS  'S  (SS KB), June 27.2002

Aug. 9,2002 - Justice Department Appeals to Ninth Circuit for 'en banc' rehearing
The US Justice department files an appeal with the US Ntoth Circuit The appeal 'requests en 'an bane’ rehearing before 9te 9th 
Circirit Court of Appeals, meaning that an 11-judge panel Is esksd to consider the case as opposed to the [only] three Judge 
panel that issued a 2-1 ruffng.’

Cto»  Newt Notwoik (CNN) f r i t  tnn.com. Aug S. 2002

”  ‘       * ---- — --------------------------------------        —  “  ' — HidWShow
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Oct 30,2002 - President Bush Signs Bill Supporting 'Under God* in the Pledge
US President [George W ] Bush signs a DO " reaffirming -  with a slap at the U.S. 9th Circuit 
Court of Appaals -  references to God ki tha Pledge of Allegiance and tha national motto.* The 
Ml is approved unanimously in the Senate, with only fra ‘no* votes in the House. Tha Ml Is. 
in effect, a show of support, and carries no legal weight

Auodsnd Pnu M l  spcrs. Nov. 14,2002

Pm idm  Om iss W Bush natMe 1h*PMgsotAltofllancs.
Seme* M w ip fLcai* Mir, 25; 2004

Feb. 28,2003 - Ninth Circuit Rejects Bush's Appeal to Reconsider Constitutionality or 
'Under God’
The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals "rejected the Bush admtoisMion’s request to reconsider Its decision an banc that the Pledge 
of Aleglanoe Is unconstNutlonai because cf the phrase 'under God "

Caul* Nawi Network (CNN) cnn.com. ftp 20.2002

Mar. 4,2003 - Judge Issues Stay in 'Under GocT Case
9th Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Alfred T. Goodwin, a President Richard Nixon appointee, issued a 90-day stay, which allows 
schoolchildren In nine Western states to continue reciting the [under God] Pledge, pending a decision by the Supreme Court on 
whether Itwll review ths ease*

Lo* Angel** Time, W  Mmta.cgtn, M r. 0,2003

Mar. 4,2003 - US Senate Declares Support for Pledge
Senate Resolution 71 expressing support for the Pledge of Alegianca passes by a 94-0 vote.

Strut* Resolution 71. Me 4.2009

May 20,2003 - House Passes Resolution Challenging Ninth Circuit Decision
House Resolution 132 expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that toe Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruing In 
Alewdbwv. l/nlfed States Congress it Inconsistent with the Supreme Courts interpretation of the first amendment and should be 
overturned, passad by a vote of 400-7-

House Resolution 132, May 20,2003

Oct 14,2003 - US Supreme Court Agrees to Hear Newdow Casej
The US Supreme Court agrees to hear the ease, and 'arguments in toe case wH be heard next year, with a ruling expected by 
June.*

CM* N*wa Network (CNN) ̂ C’cnncom.Od 15.2003

June 14,2004 - Supreme Court Overturns Ninth Circuit Decision
*A unanimous Supreme Court rated [8-0] yesterday that the phrase ‘under 
God* may remain in the Pledge of Allsgianoe as recited In public school 
data rooms. Bui the Hag Day decision fel far short of the dear endorsement 
of the pledge's constitutionality that President Bush and iaedats of both 
parties in Congress had sought
Vl/hUe al eight justices who participated in the case voted to overturn a 2003 Hido/Show
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federaf appeals court decision that would have baned tha phrase in public 
schools as a violation of the constitutional ban on etetoepontond religion, a 
majority of five did so exclusively on procedural grounds, ruling that tha atheist 
who brought the case, Michael A Newdow, lacked legal standing to sue.
Newdowr had dalmsd that his right to influence his daughters religious views 
was Infringed by daly teacher-led redtatiens of the pledge in her Sacramento- 
area puNlo school. But the five justices noted thet the chid Is caught In the 
middle of e custody dispute between Newdow and Sandro Banning, who 
wants her daughtartorecHe the pledge...
...The ruling leaves the door open to a notier cate chalenging recitation of the 
pledge in the schools, but It would take years for such a cese to wortc Rs way 
to the Supreme Court"

Washington Poll Air -JuUlets Keep Under God* hi Pledge* waihlngtonpwteem, June IS,
2004

Read the Supreme Court ruling, at well as other legal documents from this 
case.

Sep. 23,2004 - US House Passes Bill to Protect Pledge
The US Haute of Representatives voted 247-173 to past toe Pledge Protection Act 2004 (H.R 2028). Hie introductory language 
of the bM states toat Its purpose It: "To amend We 28, United States Code, with respect to the jurisdiction of Federal courts over 
certain cases and controversies Involving toe Pledge of Allegiance.* The bS was passed to the Senate, but no further action was 
taken.

Ptodgs Protection Ad 2004 (HR 202S). Sop 23.2004

Jan. 6,2005 - Newdow Piles Second Lawsuit
"An atheist who sued because he did not want his young daughter exposed to the wonts 'under Cod’ in toe Pledge of Allegiance 
has (Bed another lawsuit • this time with other parents.

The piaintHf, Michael Newdow. won his case more than two years ago before a federal appeals court, which said it was an 
unconstitutional blending of church end state for public school students to pledge to God.

In June, toe Supreme Court dismissed the case, saying Dr. Newdow could not lawfuly sue because he did not have custody of 
his elementary-school-aga daughter and because her motoer objected to the lawsuit

In the latest challenge, which was filed Monday In federal court in Sacramento, eight co-plaintlfls have Joined toe suit and al are 
custodW parents or tha children themselves, Dr. Newdow said...
'I want this deddad on Its merits,* said Dr. Newdmv, a doctor and a lawyer, who again Is the lawyer in toe latest pledge case."

Astodstod Prats A A  njmmts can, Jan S 2009

Sep. 14,2005 - Federal Judge Rules In Favor of Newdow
Federal Judge Lawrence Karlton of the Eastern District of California ruled In favor of Michael Newdow toat it was unconstitutional 
to rede the Pledge of Allegiance In public schools because of its Inclusion of toe phrase "under God*

Astodalsd Pratt AA tp.wg. Sap 14.2009

Sep. 29,2005 - House Passes Resolution Calling for Supreme Court to Uphold Pledge
House Concurrent Resolution 245 expressing the sense of Congress that‘toe United States Supreme Court should at toe 
earliest opportunity" recognize "the Importance and Constitutional propriety of toe recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by tchod 
children.’ The resolution passed 38341

Hours Concurrent Resolution 245, Sep 29,2008

July 19,2006 - Pledge Protection Act Passes in House
Pledge Protection Act 2005 (H.R. 2389) tost would amend tide 28, United States Code, with respect to the Jurisdiction of Federal 
courts over certain case* and controversies Involving too Pledge of Alegiance, pasted 260-167.
The bfl was Introduced to toe Senate ae S. f 048 but tha 109th Congress (2000-2007) never voted on too issue.

Pttdgs RrotMIJon Act 2009 (HR. 2M9). July 10.2000

Jan. 29, 2007 - 2007 Pledge Protection Act Introduced to House HKWShow
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Representative Todd Akin (R-MO) Introduce* the 2007 Pledge Protection Act (H. R. 699) to the Drat session oI m* 110th 
Congress. The bl is referred to 9ie House Committee on the Judieisry, end then to the Subcommittee on the Constitution. Clvl 
Rights, end CM Liberties. No further action wes token.

2007 Mxige Prcledion Aa <H R 699) Tt (45 KB), Jul. 2S. 2007

Dec. 4,2007 - Ninth Circuit Hears Second Newdow Case
Pol owing eppeels to the Sep. 14.2005 decision by Rio Unde Union School District, the Socket Fund tor Religious Ubsrty, end 
the United States of Amertce, orel arguments tor Newdow etal.v. Rio Lindt Union School CristrictettL took pteee In front of a 
three Judge panel at the US Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit in San Frandeeo, CA. The judge* to hearths ease were Dorothy 
W. Nelson, Stephen Reinhardt, and Carlos T. Baa.

Mwoow at at V Rio Una* Union School Datnct *t at 73 (SS4 KB), Mar. It . 2010

2 0 1 0 - p r e s e n t  org I

Mar. 11,2010 - Ninth Circuit Upholds 'Under God' in Second Newdow Case
Tn Mr, Newdow’s latest case against ’under God' In the Pledge, the Ninth US Circuit Court of Appeals penal ruled. In a 2-lo-t 
decision, thetfia schoolroom routine for mltons of children Is not a vl of at on of the Constitution, but a historical refl acton of the 
Founding Fetoers' beliefs tiat 'serves to unite our vast nation.'
Hot every mention of God or religion by our government or at the government’s direction I* a violation of the Establishment 
Clause.' wrote Judge Carioe Bea for the majority In the opinion that was Issued Thursday.
mahout knowing the history behind these words, cm might well think the phrase 'one Nalon under Gorf oould not be anything 
but religious.' wrote Judge Bea. History, however, shows these words have an even broader meaning, one grounded in 
philosophy and politics and reflecting many events of historical significance,"

CMsSss Sdme* Mooter, "Fstorsl Court Asprews Voter Gotf In FMgo or AiiogMte* esmoortor.com. Mar. It , 2010
NowOnw V. Rk, Una* Union School Drasrcr73 (80* KB) Mar 11.2010

Sep. 4,2013 > 'Under God' Challenged In Massachusetts Supreme Court
"Every attempt to eliminate the mention of God (In the Pledge) has thus far faled, but tha 8uprame Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts wl hear arguments an Wednesday [Sep. 4,2013] seeking removal of die two words for a new reason: 
discrimination.
This I* the first chalengo of its kind said Roy Speckhardt, the executive director of the American Humanist Association, an 
atheist group arguing for the plaintiff*. VI* tool very confidant that we have a strong case.'
That case, which was brought by an unidentified family of a student at a achoel in suburban Boston, wll be argued on the 
premise that die pledge violates the Equal Rights Amendment of the Massachusetts Constitution. It I* the first such case to be 
tried on the state level: AD previous attempts have been argued in federal court en the grounds that tinder God* was an 
unconstitutional violatton of the separation of church and state."

CsDIo News Nstwrk [CNN) Undw G «r Put of PUOc• of AtegUnc* Undm RMow  In MsssschuMrts.' erm.com. 8*p.4 ,2013
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YOUR WASHINGTON REVIEW 
By Gerald R, Ford, J r ., K. C.

Senator Homer Ferguson In February, 1954, Introduced a Senate resolution 

(officially titled Senate Joint R«golution 126) to add tha word* "under God" to the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The Senate aa a whole has approved Senator Fer­

guson's resolution and the House of Representatives w ill undoubtedly concur very 

Shortly. When the Congress gives its final approval to this resolution tho Pledge 

of Alleglanoe to tho Flag w ill remain uncharged exoapt for tho addition of the two 

words "under God."

At the tine Senator Ferguson submitted this resolution to the Congress he node 

the following significant consentst

"I believe this modification of the pledge is  important because 

i t  highlights one of the real fundamental differences between the free 

world and the Cooauniat world, namely, belief in God.

"Our Nation ie founded on a fundamental belief in God, and the 

first and most important reason for the existence of our Government is  

to proteot the God-given rights of our dtisens.

"Ccauunlam, on tho contrary, reject* the very existence of God. 

"Spiritual values are every bit as Important to the defense and 

safety of our Nation as are military and soon cede value*.

"Amerloa must be defended by the spiritual values which sxlst in 

the hearts and souls of the American people. Our Country eanoot be 

defended by ships, planes, and guns alont."

The concluding statements on the floor of the Senate by Senator F«rgusen 

were equally appropriate.

"In fact, we have an infinite lead over tho Coasuriete, in toms 

of our spiritual and moral values beeeuse of our firm belief in God, and 

because of tho spiritual bankruptay of the OaamunistB,

"Indeed, over one of the doorways of this very Chamber Inscribed 

in the marble are the word* ’In God we trust.’

"Unless those words amount to more than a earring In stone, our 

Country w ill never be able to defend itse lf. Those words oust have a

very real meaning in the heart of every American.
• o'iv"The joint resolution 2 have introduced w ill give additional

' v

FOR RELEASE Key 27, 1954

meaning to  the s p ir itu a l defense o f our N ation ."



Toar Congressman oertsinly endorses and supports tha Joint Resolution gnitially 

sponsored bjr Michigan's senior Senator.

XOUB WAS INCHON REVIEW -  Page 2

A few days ago President Eisenhower Invited a a n il group of Congressmen to tha
l

White House for breakfast. It  was ay privilege along with Woe President Nixon to 

bo among the gaaats. Attendance was sonewhat of a problen. the night before the 

White House breakfast X had two speeches in Grand Rapid a. After the last speech a 

friend drove aa tha 140 ailea to the Detroit Airport where X caught a 2:30 a.m. 

plane to Washington whioh arrived at six in the morning. Following a quid: change 

of clothes at our apertaaht with the family Just awakening, X hurried to the White 

House for the 7:45 a«a* breakfast with Ike, the Vice President and ay House colleagues. 

With only two tours' alssp, and that on the plane, X must admit X did aore lis ­

tening than talking As we enjoyed eggs and bacon in onb of the White House dining 

Voces.

The President was nost anxious to hear the ccoeents and suggestions free the 

House members who were his guests. Host of the discussion revolved around the 

situation in Xndo China, the President's legislative program and the Army-HcCarthy 

hearings. As always, this close-up contact with President Eisenhower was a greet 

inspiration. He is  moat sincere, always constructive, vary fa ir, completely 

honest and frank, and above' a ll, dedicated to the beet interest of the United States 

and a ll its  eltisens.

saaaossasasaaaaaaaaasaw

A year or so ago the House Committee on Un-American Activities published a 

report entitled "100 Things You Should Know About OcaantniaB." Xt is  an excellent 

document and well worth reading. X have a few copies available for distribution.

Drop as a line and you w ill receive a copy of this excellent information booklet on 

the Communist Party and its  diabolical conspiracy against the United States.

»es»se»e»MwesM»MeMB»ee

The Senate recently passed by the required two-thirds vote e constitutional 

amendment designed primarily to prevent Supreme Court peeking, The amendment would 

eet the membership of the Supreme Court permanently at nine, prohibit lifetime 

federal judges serving beyond their 75th year and confirm the Supreme Court's 

appellate jurisdiction over constitutional questions. I f  the propoped change in 

tha Constitution clears the House Committee on the Judiciary, prospects are ex­

cellent for concurrence by the House as a whole. The amendment then goes to each 

state for action,,


