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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — Senate District M

Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 63

"An Act making contracts for the preparation of election ballots subject to the 
provisions of the state procurement code."

Senate Bill 63 is legislation that would require the Alaska Division of Elections to use the state 
procurement code to solicit bids for the preparation of election ballots.

While it is of the utmost importance to all Alaskans that our ballots be prepared properly and 
with attention to all aspects of fair elections, the bidding process is one that is essential to 
providing an equal opportunity for businesses across Alaska.

The procurement process will allow the Division to have control over the evaluating criteria 
used to award the contract of printing ballots for our statewide elections.

Currently, Alaska’s election ballots are sole sourced and prepared by one company that has 
been printing our ballots since 2002. While it may come to be that the current company is 
awarded the bid following the procurement process, it is only reasonable to allow others to 
compete for that business with our state, ensuring the state pays the most competitive and fair 
amount.

I appreciate your support and consideration of this legislation.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — Senate District M

S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s

S e n a t e  B i l l  6 3

* S ection  1: Amends AS 15.15.030

Changes current language from “assure” to “ensure.” This is to provide for certainty 
in statute.

Also changes the word “may” to “shall” requiring the director to contract for the 
preparation o f ballots under the state procurement code.

*S ection  3: Applicability

This legislation would apply to the printing o f ballots for elections conducted after 
January 1, 2014.
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Technical changes were made on page three, subsection 10.

*S ection  2: Amends AS 36.30850(b)(7)

Removes the reference to preparation o f ballots.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — S en ate  D istr ict M

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  C h a n g e s  

S e n a t e  B i l l  6 3

* T itle: Title changed to include reference to the state procurement code.

* S ection  1: Removed language in subsection (3) “may contract for the preparation of the ballots
on a regional basis if necessary,” and inserted the language, “contract for the 
preparation o f ballots under AS 36.30 (State Procurement Code).

*S ection  2: Replaced all of section 2 with a new section 2 which removes the reference to
preparation o f ballots in AS 36.30850(b)(7)
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FISCAL N O TE  ANALYS IS  #1

A n a ly s is

This legislation would require th e  division to  aw ard a con trac t for th e  preparation  of election ballots to  th e  lowest 
responsible and responsive bidder.

Currently, ballot printing is exem pted  from  th e  procurem ent s ta tu tes.
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M a r c h  12, 2 0 1 3

A L A S K A  S T A T E

C H A M B E R
O F  C O M M E R C E

The Voice of 
Alaska Business

Headquarters
471 W  3 6 th  Ave 

Suite 201 
A nchorage 
AK 99503  

(907) 278-2722

Regional Office
3 1 0 0  C hannel Dr. 

Suite 300  
Juneau 

AK 99801 
(907) 5 8 6 -2323

The H onorable A nna Fairclough 
Senator, A laska S tate  Senate 
A laska S tate  Capitol, Room 514 
Ju n e a u , AK 99801

Re: Senate Bill 63

D ear Senato r Fairclough:

The m ission of th e  A laska S ta te  C ham ber of Com m erce (Alaska Cham ber) is 
to prom ote a  positive b u s in ess  environm ent in Alaska. The Alaska 
C ham ber rep resen ts  h u n d red s  of businesses  and  local cham bers from 
across A laska. T hese m em ber businesses su ppo rt a  fair and  open 
m arketp lace in  w hich to do busin ess  and  Senate Bill 63 is a  p a rt of 
achieving th a t  goal.

The A laska C ham ber sup p o rts  SB 63 because it add resses two issues 
im portan t to the  A laska C ham ber an d  its m em bers. First, it creates a  level 
playing field w here all b u s in esses  m ay com pete for a  s ta te  contract. Second, 
it specifically su p p o rts  ou r goal of achieving a  m ore efficient and  cost 
effective governm ent.

While the  bill requ ires a  com petitive bidding process for the production of 
election ballots, it does no t force the  Division of Elections to u se  the sta te  
p rocurem en t code an d  instead  lets them  develop the ir own evaluation 
criteria. This en su res  th a t the departm en t is able to secure properly 
p repared  ballots in  a  timely m anner.

The A laska C ham ber apprec ia tes  your work to improve A laska’s b usiness 
clim ate and  fully su p p o rts  SB 63.

Sincerely,

Rachael A. Petro 
P resident /  CEO

w vvw .alaskacham ber.com



612 30th Avenue 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

(907)451-1111 -F ax :451-4511  
www.hotprinter.com • printer@ hotprinter.com

February 28, 2013 

To W hom  it M ay Concern,

I am writing to voice my support for SB63, allowing the printing o f the Alaska 
State election ballots to be open for com petitive bids. The practice o f sole source 
printing o f these elections ballots (or any other State Printing) to a single Alaska 
printing com pany is unfair to Alaskan businesses and should be stopped. I be­
lieve the State has a responsibility to foster fair business practices and opening the 
printing o f the election ballots to competitive bidding would show good faith in 
the right direction. The Alaska printing industry would benefit by this legislation, 
as well as the people of the state o f A laska by ensuring the best value for our tax 
dollars.

Sincerely,

Charles A. Lincoln 
Vice President

F r o m  D e s i g n , t o  P r i n t ,  t o  S i g n s  &  B a n n e r s ,  t o  B u l k  M a i l i n g ,  

W e  a r e  Y o u r  F u l l  S e r v i c e  P R I N T I N G  C O M P A N Y !

http://www.hotprinter.com
mailto:printer@hotprinter.com


AT. Publishing 
& Printing, inc.
907-349-7506 Phone 
907-349-4398 Fax

F ebruary  28 , 2013

To Whom It May Concern!

I am writing in support of SB63, a bill that would require the printing of the State of Alaska 

election ballots be contracted by a competitive bidding process.

Allowing the Division of Elections to continue to sole-source the printing of the elections 

ballots is an unfair business practice, particularly since there are other Alaskan companies 

capable of producing the ballots.

I strongly encourage passage of this legislation.

Sincerely,

Andy M artone

President

A.T. Publishing & Printing, Inc.

W E  C O L O R  A L A S K A

1720 Abbott Road • Anchorage, AK 99507-3443 • 800-478-0452 Toll Free • E-mail: atpub@alaska.net

mailto:atpub@alaska.net


SERVICE
B U S I N E S S  P R I N T I N G

To Whom it May Concern!

I am writing to support SB63 opening the Alaska State election ballots to competitive 
bid. I believe the practice o f sole-sourcing the printing o f the elections ballots to a single 
Alaska printing company should stop. I believe the State has a responsibility to foster fair 
business practices and opening the printing o f the election ballots to competitive bidding 
would do exactly that. The Alaska printing industry would benefit by this legislation.

w ww.serviceprint.com  • T 907-276-3004 • F 907-279-3004
323 East Fireweed Ln, A nchorage Alaska 99503

http://www.serviceprint.com


P R I N T I N G
More than ju st 
creative print...

I am writing to support SB63 opening the Alaska state election ballots to competitive bid. I believe 
the practice of sole-sourcing the printing of the election ballots to a single Alaska printing company 
should stop. I believe the State has a resposibility to foster fair business practices and opening the 
printing of the election ballots to competitive bidding would do exactly that. The Alaska printing 
industry would benifit by this legeslation.

Sincerely,

Robb Marshall 
Owner

To whom it may Concern: 3-01-2013

552 W. 58 th  Ave., Su ite  D ♦ A nchorage , AK 99518 • 907 .561 .8477  • 907 .561 .8874  fax ♦ e-m ail: tpdsl@ alaska .net

mailto:tpdsl@alaska.net
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From: Carolyn Kuckertz
Sent: W ednesday, April 03, 2013 3:20 PM
To: pressreleasedistribution
Subject: Senate Passes Bill Creating Fair Business Practices for Ballot Printing
Attachments: 040313_Fairclough_SB63_Passes_Senate.pdf
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cSENATOR ANNA FAIRCLOUGH
ALASKA SENATE MAJORITY

PRESS RELEASE State Capitol Building Room I
Senator.Anna.Fairclough@akleg.i

907-465*3;

For Immediate Release: April 3rd, 2013

S e n a t e  P a s s e s  B i l l  C r e a t i n g  F a i r  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e s  f o r  B a l l o t  P r i n t i n g

Senate Bill 63 opens up prin ting o f  Alaska State election ballots to competitive bids

JUNEAU-Today, the Alaska State Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 63. which would require the Alaska Division of 

Elections to  use the state procurem ent code to solicit bids fo r the preparation o f election ballots. Currently, Alaska's 

election ballots are prepared by one com pany through a sole-source contract. This company has held the printing 

contract since 2002.

"The practice o f not putting the printing o f these elections ballots out to a com petitive bid is unfair to Alaskan 

businesses," said Senator Fairclough. "I believe the State has a responsibility to  foster fair business practices and the  

bidding process is one that is essential to  providing an equal opportunity for businesses across Alaska."

U nder Senate Bill 63, the com petitive bidding for ballot printing would be part o f the RFP (Request fo r Proposal) process, 

which specifically allows fo r the evaluation o f prior experience, qualifications, and quality o f equipm ent rather than just 

price.

"It is very im portant to  all Alaskans for our ballots to be prepared properly and w ith attention  to all aspects o f fair 

elections," said Senator Fairclough. "W hile the  current company may be the one the contract is awarded to following  

the procurem ent process, it is only reasonable to allow others to com pete for that business w ith our state, ensuring the  

state pays the  most com petitive and fa ir am ount."

The legislation would apply to  the printing o f ballots for elections which take place a fte r January 1, 2014.
l



Senate Bill 63 now  heads to the  House for fu rther consideration.

For m ore inform ation, please call Laura Pierre in Senator Fairclough's office at (907) 465 -3777 .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S e n a t o r  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  — Senate D istrict M

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

April 3 ,2 0 1 3

R epresen ta tive  Bob Lynn
Chair, H ouse State Affairs Com m ittee

S enato r Anna Fairclough

Senate Bill 63 H earing R equest

1 am  req u estin g  a hearing  as soon as you r com m ittee schedule will perm it for Senate 
Bill 63 re la ting  to con tracts  for p rep ara tio n  of ballots.

This bill will req u ire  th e  Division of Elections to  go out to bid u n d er the  sta te  
p ro cu rem en t code for th e  p rep ara tio n  of ou r election ballots. C urrently  the  division 
d irec to r can aw ard  th is th rough  a sole source contract. I believe th e  cu rren t process is 
no t provid ing  equal oppo rtu n ity  for businesses across Alaska. This legislation has the 
po ten tia l to  save th e  s ta te  m oney th rough  the  com petitive b idding process.

T hank  you for you r considera tion  and a tten tio n  to  th is request. Please do no t hesita te  to 
con tact Laura P ierre  on m y staff w ith  any  questions a t 465-4695.
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