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D ate o f  C om m ittee Action: / - ^ D ! V _________

T he STA TE A FFA IR S C om m ittee considered: HJR 32

H O U SE  JO IN T  R ESO LU TIO N  NO. 32
Urging the United States governm ent to take decisive and concrete action to require the release of Mother Pelagia Sayaf, the orphans she 
cares for, and Bishops Youhanna Ibrahim and Boulos Yazigi; and urging the United States governm ent to condemn violent acts of 
religious persecution and bring a peaceful resolution to the conflicts in Syria.
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C S F O R  H O U S E  J O IN T  R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 3 2 (S T A )

IN  T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  OF T H E  STA TE O F A L A SK A  

T W E N T Y -E IG H T H  L E G ISL A T U R E - SE C O N D  SESSIO N

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE SADDLER

A  R E S O L U T IO N  

U r g in g  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g o v ern m en t to  co n d em n  v io le n t  acts o f  re lig io u s  p ersecu tio n  

a n d  se e k  a p ea ce fu l r e so lu tio n  to  th e  co n flic ts  in  S yria . 

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  thousands o f  A laskans have strong sp iritual and h istorical bonds w ith  the 

p eo p le  o f  Syria and th e  H o ly  Land; and

W H E R E A S  tho u san d s o f  A laskans are m em bers o f  th e  O rthodox C hristian Church, a 

fa ith  th a t has been in  A lask a  since 1794, and are m em bers o f  the sam e fa ith  as those o f  the 

O rthodox  C hurch in  Syria and  the  H oly  Land; and

W H E R E A S  thousands o f  A laskans are R om an C atholic C hristians and have been 

ca lled  by Pope Francis in  h is C hristm as prayer to  pray for the suffering peop le  o f  Syria and to 

w o rk  tow ard  peace; and

W H E R E A S  thousands o f  A laskans are P rotestant C hristians who have a deep concern 

fo r  and pray  fo r the p eop le  o f  Syria, as expressed in artic les concern ing  Syria by the  V oice o f 

th e  M artyrs, a  nonprofit in terdenom inational C hristian organization; and

W H E R E A S  A laskans are saddened  and outraged by the crim es against hum anity  in 

S yria, including such a troc ities as the m urder o f  innocent w om en  and  children, th e  m assacre
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o f  C hristians in  jih ad i attacks, the burn ing  and desecration  o f  over 90 C hristian  churches, the 

k id napp ing  o f  B ishops Y ouhanna Ibrah im  and B oulos Y azigi, the recent abduction  o f  M other 

P e lag ia  S ay a f and the  orphan  children she cares fo r at Saint T ecla  m onastery, the  forced  

conversion  o f  peacefu l Syrians to  Islam  or dea th  to  those w ho do not convert, and  the 

d islocation  o f  hundreds o f  thousands o f  C hristians from  their hom eland; and

W H E R E A S  Syria has been the beloved  hom eland  o f  C hristian  people, beginning  w ith  

the  p resen ce  o f  Jesus C hrist in 33 A .D ., and  the C hristian C hurch in  D am ascus and 

throughout Syria  is expressly  m entioned in  the N ew  Testam ent; and

W H E R E A S , although m any w estern  governm ents and the m ass m edia dem onstrate  an  

ind ifference to  the im pending dem ise o f  C hristian  people in  the land o f  the b irth  o f  

C hristian ity  and the crim es against the Syrian people, A laskans take  a  courageous stand  for 

peace and  p ro tec tion  for th e  Syrian people against terrorism ;

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that the A laska State L egislature urges the U nited  States 

governm en t to  condem n v io len t acts o f  re lig ious persecution  and seek  a peaceful reso lu tion  to  

the conflic ts in  Syria.

C O P IE S  o f  th is reso lu tion  shall b e  sent to  the  H onorable B arack  O bam a, P residen t o f  

the U nited  S tates; the H onorable Joseph R . B iden, Jr., V ice-P resident o f  the  U nited  S tates and 

P residen t o f  the U .S. Senate; the H onorable Jo h n  F. Kerry, U nited  S tates Secretary o f  State; 

G eneral M artin  E. D em psey, C hair o f  the Jo in t C hiefs o f  S taff; the H onorable R obert 

M enendez, C hair o f  the  U .S . Senate C om m ittee on Foreign R elations; the H onorable B arbara 

M ikulsk i, C hair o f  the U.S. Senate C om m ittee on  A ppropriations; the  H onorable D ave Cam p, 

C hair o f  the  U.S. H ouse W ays and M eans C om m ittee; the H onorable B ob Corker, ranking 

m em ber, U .S . Senate C om m ittee on Foreign R elations; the H onorable L isa M urkow ski and 

the H onorab le  M ark  B egich, U .S. Senators, and the H onorable D on Y oung, U.S. 

R epresentative, m em bers o f  the A laska delegation in  C ongress; and  all other m em bers o f  the 

U nited  S tates Senate.
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C S  F O R  H O U S E  J O IN T  R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 32( )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SK A  

T W E N T Y -E IG H T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - SEC O N D  S E SSIO N

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE SADDLER

A  R E S O L U T IO N  

U rg in g  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e rn m e n t to  c o n d e m n  v io len t ac ts o f  re lig io u s  p e rse c u tio n  

a n d  se e k  a  p eace fu l re s o lu t io n  to  th e  co n flic ts  in  S y ria . 

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  th o u san d s o f  A laskans have  strong  spiritual and h isto rica l bonds w ith  the 

p eo p le  o f  S yria  and th e  H o ly  L and; and

W H E R E A S  th o u san d s o f  A laskans are m em b ers  o f  the O rthodox C hristian  C hurch , a 

fa ith  th a t has been  in  A lask a  since 1794, and  are  m em bers o f  the sam e fa ith  as th o se  o f  the 

O rth o d o x  C hurch  in  S y ria  and  the H oly  L and; and

W H E R E A S  th o u san d s o f  A laskans are R o m an  C atholic C hristians and  have been  

ca lled  by  Pope F rancis in  h is C hristm as p rayer to  p ra y  for the  suffering p eo p le  o f  S y ria  and to  

w o rk  to w ard  peace; and

W H E R E A S  th o u san d s o f  A laskans are P ro testan t C hristians w ho have a deep concern  

fo r and  p ray  fo r the p eo p le  o f  Syria, as exp ressed  in  artic les concern ing  S y ria  by the V o ice  o f  

th e  M arty rs, a n o n p ro fit in terdenom inational C h ris tian  organization; and

W H E R E A S  A laskans are saddened  and  ou traged  by  the crim es aga inst h um an ity  in  

Syria, in c lu d in g  such  atroc ities  as the m u rd er o f  innocen t w om en  and ch ild ren , the  m assacre
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o f  C hristians in jih ad i attacks, the  bu rn ing  and desecra tion  o f  over 90 C hristian  churches, the 

k id n ap p in g  o f  B ishops Y o u h an n a  Ib rah im  and B oulos Y azigi, the recen t ab d u c tio n  o f  M other 

Pelag ia S ay a f and  the o rphan  ch ild ren  she cares for at Sain t T ec la  m onastery , the forced 

con v ersio n  o f  peacefu l Syrians to Islam  or d ea th  to th o se  w ho do no t convert, and the 

d is lo ca tio n  o f  hundreds o f  tho u san d s o f  C hristians from  th e ir hom eland ; and

W H E R E A S  Syria h as  been  th e  beloved  hom eland  o f  C hristian  peop le , beginning  w ith 

the p resen ce  o f  Jesus C hrist in  33 A .D ., and  the C hristian  C hurch  in  D am ascus and 

th ro u g h o u t S yria  is expressly  m en tio n ed  in  the  N e w  T estam ent; and

W H E R E A S , a lthough  m any  w este rn  governm ents and  the m ass m ed ia  dem onstrate  an 

ind ifference to  the  im pending  dem ise  o f  C hristian  p eop le  in  the land  o f  the b irth  o f 

C h ristian ity  and  the crim es against th e  Syrian people, A laskans take  a courageous stand  for 

peace an d  p ro tec tion  for the Syrian  p eop le  aga inst terrorism ;

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  tha t the  A lask a  State L eg isla tu re  urges th e  U n ited  States 

g ov ern m en t to  condem n v io len t acts o f  re lig ious persecu tion  and seek  a  peacefu l reso lu tion  to 

the con flic ts  in  Syria.

C O P IE S  o f  this reso lu tion  shall be sent to  the H onorab le B arack  O bam a, P residen t o f 

the U n ited  S tates; the H onorab le  Jo sep h  R. B iden, Jr., V ice-P residen t o f  the U nited  S tates and 

P resid en t o f  th e  U .S. Senate; th e  H onorab le John  F. K erry , U nited  S tates Secretary  o f  State; 

G eneral M artin  E. D em psey, C hair o f  the Jo in t C hiefs o f  S taff; the H onorab le R obert 

M enendez , C hair o f  the U .S. Senate C om m ittee  on F oreign  R elations; the H onorab le B arbara 

M iku lsk i, C hair o f  the U .S. Senate  C om m ittee on  A ppropriations; the  H onorab le  D ave Cam p, 

C hair o f  the U .S . H ouse W ays and M eans C om m ittee; the H onorab le B ob  C orker, ranking 

m em ber, U .S. S enate C om m ittee  on  F oreign  R elations; the H onorab le L isa  M urkow ski and 

the H o n o rab le  M ark  B egich , U .S. Senators, and the H onorab le  D o n  Y oung, U.S. 

R epresen ta tive , m em bers o f  the A lask a  delega tion  in  C ongress; and  all o ther m em bers o f  the 

U nited  S ta tes Senate.
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-3783 
Fax: (907) 465-2293 

Toll Free: (877) 460-3783

Session: 
State Capitol

Interim:
12641 Old Glenn Hwy., Ste. 201

Eagle River, AK 99577 
Phone: (907) 622-3783 
Fax: (907) 694-1015 

Toll Free: (877) 460-3783

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  D A N  S A D D L E R

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 2

“An Act urging the United States Government to take decisive and concrete action and 
condemn the violent acts o f  religious persecution and bring a peaceful resolution to the

conflicts in Syria. ”

A lask an s have  a  rich  trad itio n  o f  w illingness to  live and  le t live  -  to  re sp ec t our m u tu a l rig h t to  
b elieve and  b eh av e  as o u r co n sc ien ce  d ictates. T h is  ap p rec ia tio n  fo r o u r ne ig h b o rs an d  th e ir 
v ario u s re lig ious, e th n ic  an d  cu ltu ra l b ackgrounds is an  essen tia l e lem en t o f  our state ch arac ter, 
and  in fo rm s o u r b e l ie f  th a t th e re  are few  d iffe ren ces th a t canno t be reso lv ed  peaceab ly .

A lask an s also  h av e  a strong  co n n ec tio n  w ith  and  sy m p ath y  fo r the resid en ts  o f  w ha t is 
som etim es k n o w n  as th e  H o ly  L an d  -c o u n tr ie s  su ch  as Israel, E gypt, L eb an o n  and  S yria  th a t a re  
the  b irth p lace  o f  C h ris tian ity , in  w h ich  the trem en d o u s even ts  do cu m en ted  in  the O ld  and  N ew  
T estam en t occurred .

T hose o f  m an y  fa ith s in  A lask a  hav e  there fo re  b een  saddened  and  ou trag ed  by  th e  trag ic  
co n seq u en ces o f  th e  o n g o in g  civ il w ar in Syria, w h ich  have inc lu d ed  th e  m u rd er o f  in n o cen t 
w om en  and  ch ild ren , th e  k id n ap p in g  and m assac re  o f  C hristians, and  the  system atic  d estru c tio n  
o f  C hristian  churches.

A laskans across th e  sta te  p ra y  fo r the  p ro tec tio n  o f  th e  S y rian  p eop le , and  rig h tly  co n d em n  acts 
o f  re lig io u s p e rsecu tio n  p erp e tra ted  ag a in st the  C h ris tian  leaders and  fam ilies in  th e ir h o m elan d  
o f  Syria.

H JR  32 expresses the  so lid arity  o f  th e  A lask a  p eo p le  w ith  the  p eace-lo v in g  p eo p le  o f  S y ria  in 
o p p o sitio n  to  the  a tro c ities  o ccu rrin g  in  tha t nation , and  u rges the  U n ited  S tates g o v ern m en t to 
con d em n  the v io len t ac ts  o f  re lig io u s p ersecu tio n  and  b ring  a  p eacefu l re so lu tio n  to  these  
conflic ts.

BIRCHWOOD • CHUGIAK • EAGLE RIVER • FIRE LAKE • JBER

Rep.Dan.Saddler@akleg.gov
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State of Alaska
2014 Legislative Session

Identifier: HJR32-LEG-SESS-03-28-14

Title: PROTECTION OF CHRISTIAN SYRIANS

Sponsor: SADDLER

Requester: House State Affairs

F is c a l  N o t e

Department: Alaska Legislature 

Appropriation: Legislative Operating Budget 

Allocation: Session Expenses

OMB Component Number: 782

Bill Version: HJR  32

Fiscal N ote N um ber:

() Publish Date:

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.______________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

FY2015
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2015 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous
Total Operating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fund Source (Operating Only
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency?
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed?

Why th is  fisca l note d iffers from previous version:__________________________________________________
Initial Version

Prepared By: 
Division: 
Approved By: 
Agency:

Je ssica  Geary, Finance Manager

Legislative Affairs Agency

Pam ela Varni, Executive Director

Phone: (907)465-6626
’ Date: 03/28/2014 04:48 PM
' Date: 03/28/14

Legislative Affairs Agency
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Analysis

T h is  le g isla tio n  h a s z e ro  fisc a l im p a c t o n  th e  L e g isla tive  A ffa irs  A g e n cy .

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2014 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N
B I L L  N O . HJR32

(Revised 8/16/2013 OMB) Page 2 o f 2



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Session:
State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-3783 

Fax: (907) 465-2293 
Toll Free: (877) 460-3783

In terim :
12641 Old Glenn Hwy., Ste. 201 

Eagle River, AK 99577 
Phone: (907) 622-3783 

Fax: (907) 694-1015 
Toll Free: (877) 460-3783

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  D A N  S A D D L E R

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: March 20, 2014

TO: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
House State Affairs Committee

FROM: Representative Dan Saddler

RE: Hearing Request for HJR 32 -  Protection o f  Christian Syrians

I respectfully request a hearing for HJR 32 -  Protection o f Christian Syrians, in the House State 
Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience.

Please contact Kim Skipper in my office for additional information at 465-6598.

We will not need any special equipment for the bill hearing.
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