


A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

R EPR E SE N T A T IV E  G A R A  

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: February 2 6 , 2014

TO: R epresentative Lynn

FROM : R epresentative L es Gara

RE: H earing R equest for HJR 27: Independent Expenditures for Cam paign A ds

I  r e s p e c t f u l ly  r e q u e s t  t h a t  H o u s e  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  2 7 ,  r e la t in g  to  d i s c lo s u re  o f  
in d e p e n d e n t  e x p e n d i tu r e s  f o r  a d v e r t i s e m e n ts  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a ig n s ,  b e  s c h e d u le d  
fo r  a  h e a r in g  in  t h e  S ta te  A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e .  P le a s e  fe e l  f r e e  t o  c o n ta c t  m e , o r  m y  
a id e  T o b y  S m i th ,  w i th  q u e s t io n s  o r  th o u g h t s  a t  4 6 5 -2 6 4 7 .

A t ta c h e d  y o u  w i l l  f in d  a  b a c k g r o u n d  p a c k e t  f o r  H J R  2 7 . T h is  in c lu d e s  th e  c u r r e n t  
v e r s io n  o f  t h e  b i l l  a n d  a  s p o n s o r  s ta te m e n t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  L e s  G a r a

State Capitol • Room 400 • Juneau, AK 99801-1182 • (907)465-2647 • Fax (907)465-3518
Rep.Les.Gara@akleg.gov
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t  

H o u s e  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  2 7  

D isclosure o f  Independent Expenditures to Influence Public Elections

M any A m ericans recognize tha t the ability o f  large contributions from  corporations, unions, and 
other organizations to  political candidates harm s the ability  o f  average citizens to  have a voice in 
their ow n governm ent.

P rior to  the landm ark U nited  States Suprem e C ourt ruling o f  C itizens U nited v. Federal E lection 
C om m ission, 558 U .S. 310 (2010), unlim ited independent expenditures from  corporations and 
unions w as prohib ited . N ow , corporations, unions, and other organizations can m ake unlim ited 
independent expenditures supporting  or opposing a candidate fo r public office.

H ouse Jo in t R esolution 27 urges the U nited States C ongress to enact legislation requiring 
corporations, unions, o ther organizations, and individuals to disclose the am ount o f  independent 
expenditures m ade to influence public elections and requiring advertisem ents intended to 
influence public elections purchased through independent expenditures to include prin t and 
audible d isclaim ers that c learly  identify the top funders o f  the advertisem ents.
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