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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HJR 18

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 18
Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to the office of attorney general.
HJR 18 CONST. AM: ELECTED ATTORNEY GENERAL
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Current Governors

State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

lowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Currently 11 states have a Governor and an Attorney General of different political parties; Colorado, lowa, Maine (Elected by Legislature),

Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee (Elected by Supreme Court) and West Virginia. All

Governor
Robert Bentley (R)
Sean Parnell (R)

Jan Brewer (R)

Mike Beebe (D)
Jerry Brown (D)
John Hickenlooper (D)
Dan Malloy (D)
Jack Markell (D)
Rick Scott (R)
Nathan Deal (R)
Neil Abercrombie (D)
C.L. “Butch” Otter (R)
Pat Quinn (D)

Mike Pence (R)
Terry Branstad (R)
Sam Brownback (R)
Steven L. Beshear (D)
Bobby Jindal (R)
Paul LePage (R)
Martin O’Malley (D)
Deval Patrick (D)
Rick Snyder (R)
Mark Dayton (D)
Phil Bryant (R)

Jay Nixon (D)

Steve Bullock (D)
Dave Heineman (R)
Brian Sandoval (R)
Maggie Hassan (D)
Chris Christie (R)
Susana Martinez (R)
Andrew Cuomo (D)
Pat McCrory (R)
Jack Dalrymple (R)
John Kasich (R)
Mary Fallin (R)
John Kitzhaber (D)
Tom Corbett (R)
Lincoln Chafee (D)
Nikki R. Haley (R)
Dennis Daugaard (R)
Bill Haslam (R)
Rick Perry (R)

Gary R. Herbert (R)
Peter Shumlin (D)
Terry McAuliffe (D)
Jay Inslee (D)

Earl Ray Tomblin (D)
Scott Walker (R)
Matthew Mead (R)

are elected by the people unless otherwise noted.
Data from the National Association of Attorneys General and the National Governors Association.

Prepared by Representative Bill Stoltze's office.

Attorney General
Luther Strange (R)
Michael Geraghty (R)
Tom Home (R)
Dustin McDaniel (D)
Kamala Harris (D)
John Suthers (R)
George Jepsen (D)
Joseph Biden (D)
Pam Bondi (R)

Sam Olens (R)

David Louie (D)
Lawrence Wasden (R)
Lisa Madigan (D)
Greg Zoeller (R)

Tom Miller (D)
Derek Schmidt (R)
Jack Conway (D)
James Caldwell (R)
Janet Mills (D)
Douglas Gansler (D)
Martha Coakley (D)
Bill Schuette (R)

Lori Swanson (D)
Jim Hood (D)

Chris Koster (D)

Tim Fox (R)

Jon Bruning (R)
Catherine Cortez Masto (D)
Joseph Foster (D)
John Jay Hoffman (R)
Gary King (D)

Eric Schneiderman (D)
Roy Cooper (D)
Wayne Stenehjem (R)
Mike Dewine (R)
Scott Pruitt (R)

Ellen Rosenblum (D)
Kathleen Kane (D)
Keter Kilmartin (D)
Alan Wilson (R)
Marty Jackley (R)
Robert Cooper (D)
Greg Abbott (R)

Sean Reyes (R)
William Sorrell (D)
Mark Herring (D)
Bob Ferguson (D)
Patrick Morrisey (R)
JB Van Hollen (R)
Peter Michael (R)

and Attorneys G eneral

M ethod of Selection
Elected

Appointed by Governor
Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected

Elected
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Appointed by Governor
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Elected
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Elected
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Appointed by Governor
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Joanna Lewis

From: Mike Coons <mcoons@ mtaonline.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 8:19 AM

To: Rep. Charisse Millett; Rep. Doug Isaacson; Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins; Rep. Lynn
Gattis; Nancy Manly; Rep. Bob Lynn; Rep. Shelley Hughes; Rep. Wes Keller

Subject: HJR 18 testimony

My name is Mike Coons from Palmer and speaking for myself.

| support HIR 18

| have a question on page 1 line 16 and page 2 line 1: "shall meet

qualifications for Superior Court Judge.” No person that has run for a

judge will answer any question on criminal penalties, views on minimum or maximum sentences etc. The stated reason
is "they may have to make a decision on that issue."” Will we be reduced to candidates who campaign on how long they
have been ajudge, a lawyer, how long they have been in Alaska and their fine family?

We need to to know if AG will stand for the law, will fight back against Federal over-reach and give sound advise to the
legislature without waffling as | have seen with this existing Department of Law.

Lastly, | struggled about this position being appointed and vetted and approved or disapproved by the legislature. |felt
that the Governor and Legislature were in a better position to determine the best AG. However, that view changed with
comments from a Senator who believed he and the legislature were by a college education and superior knowledge on
these matter, especially concerning a Constitutional Amendment were better suited to make that decision for the
voters! | will trust my fellow voters to make a valued decision and | will NOT give up my vote!

Please pass out HJR 18.

Thank you.

Mike Coons

Palmer, AK
745-6779

Using Opera's mail client: http://www.opera.com/mail/
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Co-Chair:
House Finance Committee

Chair:

House Finance Subcommittees for;

Department of Public Safety
Department of Law
Alaska Court System

Member:

Legislative Council

Committee on Committees
Legislative Budget & Audit (alt)

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

BILL STOLTZE

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Representative_Bill_Stoltze@legis.state.ak.us

Minoaom

Session:

Alaska State Capitol, Rm 515
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Phone: (907) 4657958

Fax: (907) 465-4928

District:

600 E. Railroad Ave.
Wasilla, AK 99654
Phone: (907) 376 A958
Fax: (907) 376-4928

Toll Free: 1-866”65-4958

TO: Representative Bob Lynn, Chairman
House ittee
FROM: Bill Stc
DATE: Januar
RE: Hearing request for House Joint Resolution 18 - "Proposing amendments to

the Constitution ofthe State ofAlaska relating to the office ofattorney general."

Irequest that House Joint Resolution 18 be calendared for a hearing before the House
State Affairs Committee at the earliest possible time. | appreciate your consideration of
this resolution dealing with Amending the Constitution of the Alaska to allow for the
election of an Attorney General.

Thank you for your consideration.

Contact my staff member Darrell Breese (465-4958) for additional information.

DISTRICT 11
BUTTE « CHUGIAK « EKLUTNA ¢ FAIRVIEW LOOP
KNIK RIVER ROAD « LAZY MOUNTAIN « PETERS CREEK
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