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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 212

HOUSE BILL NO. 212

"An Act relating to an exemption from driver licensing requirements for spouses of members of the armed
forces of the United States.”

HB 212-DRIVER'S LICENSING EXEMPTION: MILITARY
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Strasbaugh
2/11/14
Na\V-EX>
AMENDMENT
OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE
TO: HB 212
. : " _ nlo
Page 1, line 1, following "'spouses': LiM vy
Insert "'or same-sex partners"
I"-btakts
Page 2, line 1, following "Spouse'in both places: Kfuss -Tom vj-es
Insert "'or same-sex partner" Gocttcs - 'No

| S C LAC SO r-i
Page 2, line 3:
Delete "or spouse™

Insert "or the member's spouse or same-sex partner™

Page 2, line 4, following "'jurisdiction;"":

Insert "to claim to an exemption under this paragraph, a member's same-sex
partner shall submit an application for an exemption and, with the application for
exemption, two affidavits, one from the same-sex partner and one from the member.
statinE that the member and the same-sex partner

(A) are at least 18 years of age and are each competent to
enter into a contract:

(B) have been in an exclusive, committed, and intimate
relationship with each other for the last 12 consecutive months and intend
to continue that relationship indefinitely:

(C) have maintained a household together at a common
primary residence for the last 12 consecutive months and intend to

maintain a household together indefinitely:
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(D)  consider themselves to be members of each other's
immediate family;

(E) are not related to each other to a degree of closeness
that would preclude them from marrying each other in this state if they
were of the opposite sex;

(F) are not legally married to another person:

(G) have not executed an affidavit affirming same-sex
partner status with another person within the last 12 months;

(IP  are each other's sole domestic partner and each is
responsible for the welfare of the other; and

(P share financial obligations, including joint responsibility

for basic living expenses and health care costs:"
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SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR HB 212

Our military members come from all over the United States to serve in defense of our country. Alaska
requires all residents who wish to operate a motor vehicle in this state to obtain an Alaskan driver's
license within 90 days of entering the state with some exceptions, including if they are active military.

Many members of the armed forces choose to maintain permanent residency in another state, thus
allowing them to vote in their home state elections and retain their home state driver's license while
serving in Alaska. This is already state law. (A.S. 28.15.021(3))

Unfortunately, we do not currently extend those same benefits to the spouse which can pose an
unnecessary burden on the military family. HB 212 corrects that imbalance and strengthens the
harmony of the family unit.

O Staff contact: Brenda Hewitt (907) 465-2847
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Fiscal Note
Bill Version: HB 212

State of Alaska
2014 Legislative Session

Identifier: HB212-DOA-DMV-01-31-2014
Title: DRIVER'S LICENSING EXEMPTION: MILITARY
Sponsor: ** ISAACSON, HUGHES

Requester; House Military and Veterans Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

Included in
FY2015 Governor's
Appropriation FY2015
Requested Request
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous
Total Operating 0,0 0.0

Fund Source (Operating Only
None
Total 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

IChange in Revenues | |

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost:
(dsouss ressors ard fund soure(s) mareiyssssdlm)
Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost:

(dsouss ressors ard fud source(s) marraiyssssdlm)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS

Fiscal Note Number
() Publish Date:

Department: Department of Administration

Appropriation: Motor Vehicles
Allocation: Motor Vehicles

OMB Component Number: 2348

Out-Year Cost Estimates

FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

0,0 0,0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0

\
(Seperete sUpplemental gooropiation reciired)
(Seperete capital ppropriation reciired)

Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? Yes
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 01/01/16

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:

| Not applicable, initial version.

Prepared By: Amy Erickson, Director
Division: Motor Vehicles

Approved By: Curtis Thayer. Commissioner
Agency: Department of Administration

Rired 23204

Phone:  (907)269-5574

FY 2019

0.0

0.0

FY 2020

0.0

0.0

Date: 01/31/2014 04:36 PM
Date; 01/31/14



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 212
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

With enactment of this legislation, the spouse of a member ofthe armed serviceswould not be required to obtain an
Alaska driver's license. Currently, under AS 28.15.021, one must surrender his/her license and acquire an Alaska license
within 90 days of moving to the state.

Revenue loss
DMV has no way to determine which new residents of the State of Alaska are spouses of members of the armed services,

and, thus, eligible for this exemption. Therefore, DMV is unable to quantify the loss of revenue should the measure be
implemented.

In the absence of reliable information DMV believes the impact to be de minimis and therefore a zero fiscal note is
submitted.

(Revteed 8rts/2013 OM8) Page 2 of 2
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North Pole, AK 99705
Phone - (907) 465.4427

Fax-(907) 465.2197

Sectional Analysis of HB 212-Driver’s Licensing Exemption: Military

“An Act relating to an exemption from driver licensing requirements for spouses of members ofthe
armed forces of the United States.”

This bill amends AS28.1.021 to additionally exempt spouses from obtaining an Alaska driver’s
license if they hold a valid license in another state where they declare permanent residency.

Page 1line 14 and Page 2 lines 1-3

Section 1. Subsection (3) adds or, if the member’s spouse is 18 years of age or older, the spouse
of a member of the armed forces of the United States who has a valid driver’s license issued by
anotherjurisdiction when the permanent residence ofthe member or spouse is maintained in that
jurisdiction.

By making the law relevant to spouses 18 or over, it removes the potential conflict arising from
Alaska’s graduated licensing program requirements. The driving skill level of a 16-18 year old in
Alaska’s unique terrain and climate should still be taken into consideration when weighing if a
license issued in another state would equate to the same level of skill and knowledge needed to drive
in Alaska. 16-18 year olds should take the opportunity to study and learn more about the driving
conditions in Alaska and would therefore still be required to seek a license from Alaska within 90

days.
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February 4, 2014

Rep. Doug Isaacson
State Capitol Room 13
120 Fourth St

Juneau, AK 99801

Rep. Doug Isaacson,

Thank you for your time and effort to help military spouses living and working in Alaska. While
many military spouses will undoubtedly become Alaska residents, many of us would like to
remain residence of our home states. Voting and Tax purposes are two examples of how the
Military Spouses Residency Relief Act would make our lives a lot easier when we move from
state to state. | have lived in 4 states in the past 6 years. It’stime consuming changing many
documents each and every time we move across state lines. Also, it would be helpful to keep our
home state drivers license. | am asking you to consider enacting the Military Spouses Relief Act
in the state of Alaska by passing House Bill 212.

Thank you for your consideration,

Tanya Kelly

1Eielson Place

Eielson AFB, AK 99702
907-372-1262



Heidi Redmond

From: TnC Randolph <randolph91@acsalaska.net>
Sent: Monday, January 27,2014 12:59 PM

To: Rep. Doug Isaacson

Subject: Military Spouse Residency Relief Act

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Mr. Isaacson,

I just wanted to add my voice in support of the Military Spouse Residency Relief Act. | am married to a 20 year
member o f the United States Air Force. My husband is planning on a 25 year career as he has recently been
promoted to E-9, Chief Master Sgt. He is currently stationed out of Eielson AFB as the Deputy Fire Chief.

We have lived in Nebraska, Missouri, New Mexico, Virginia, Alaska and Germany. The ability to maintain our
driver's license is helpful to us for two reasons. One is residency. Many of us maintain homes in the various
states we have been stationed in. Many of us plan on returning to one of these states after retirement. Is it hard
to get a new driver's license? No, of course not. But when one is away from home, is it "just”" a driver's license
or is it a connection to our "home" state while we are away?

The second isn't a reason for the individual, but rather the state that issued the license. | would think a state that
wishes to retain its citizens would think on that point. In our travels, it is not uncommon to find we identify with
one state over another, the ability to maintain the state identity is a touch of home and in return, helps reinforce
where a citizen needs to be when they have parted ways with active duty. Far easier a decision is made when
one has seen themselves as, for example, "Alaskan" since they lived there.

While I am not one of those people who feel that a driver's license is the map to where my heart lies and again,

it's really not that hard to get a new one but | do recognize for others there is a slight advantage to both the State
and the Individual for this act to pass.

Cathy Randolph

"Always be yourself, unless you can be a dragon.
Then always be a dragon." -unknown
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Hefdi Redmond

From: Kim Nahom <kdnahom@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 9:38 PM

To: Rep. Doug Isaacson; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux; Rep. Shelley Hughes
Subject: HB 212

Representatives,

I am a military spouse living on Joint Base EImendorf-Richardson in Anchorage. It was just brought to my
attention that you are the sponsors of HB 212. Thank you very much for sponsoring this Bill. 1 am very much
in support ofit and sincerely hope it passes. | have been married to my active duty spouse for 18 years and
have moved 10 times during our marriage. We are Florida residents and vote in that state. | was surprised
when I moved to AK and was told that spouses weren't exempt from the requirement to get an AK drivers'
license, as our active duty spouses are. It is very difficult every time we move to obtain the required licenses
required to drive and work in a new state. The passing of HB 212 would be a great benefit to military spouses
here! 1 find that AK is very supportive of the military and it would be nice to support their spouses as

well. Thanks again for sponsoring this issue.

Kim Nahom
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February 4, 2014

Rep. Doug Isaacson
State Capitol Room 13
120 Fourth St

Juneau, AK 99801

Rep. Doug Isaacson,

Thank you for your time and effort to help military spouses living and working in Alaska. While
many military spouses will undoubtedly become Alaska residents, many of us would like to
remain residence of our home states. Voting and Tax purposes are two examples of how the
Military Spouses Residency Relief Act would make our lives a lot easier when we move from
state to state. | have lived in 4 states in the past 6 years. It’s time consuming changing many
documents each and every time we move across state lines. Also, it would be helpful to keep our
home state drivers license. | am asking you to consider enacting the Military Spouses Relief Act
in the state of Alaska by passing House Bill 212.

Thank you for your consideration,

Tanya Kelly

1 Eielson Place

Eielson AFB, AK 99702
907-372-1262



Heidi Redmond

From: Shannon & Dave Sieve<gatorsx3@gci.net>
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 6:19 PM

To: Rep. Doug Isaacson

Subject: Bill 212

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

January 31,2014

To Whom It May Concern,

My husband has been an active duty officer in the United States Air Force for 20 years and he is currently
stationed at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska. We are approaching 17 years of marriage and have lived a mobile
military lifestyle, moving on average every 2 years. Although “home” has been wherever the Air Force sent us,
we are also allowed a “home ofrecord” for tax purposes. Likewise, due to the Military Spouse Residency
Relief Act, | have been able to maintain my driver’s license in that state as well. It has recently come to my
attention that Alaska does not recognize this as law.

Simply said, “We serve too!”, and whatever you could do to make our mobile military lifestyle and an already
stressful relocation process (to and from) less troublesome would be the right thing to do. Please pass Bill 212
that would change Alaska’s current position and allow dependent spouses to keep out-of-state driver’s licenses.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
A Concerned Air Force Spouse

Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska
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Representative
Lindsey Holmes

Capitol Room 415
465-4919
465-2137 fax

MEMORANDUM

Date: 30 January 2014

To: Chair Bob Lynn,
House State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Lindsey Holmes

RE: Hearing Request for HB 273 Extend Council on Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault

I would like to respectfully request a hearing for House Bill 273 in the House State
Affairs Committee. If you have any questions about the bill, please feel free to contact
me or my aide Robert Ervine (his direct line is 465.8186).

Attached to this memo is:

1) A copy ofthe bill in its current form;
2) A sponsor statement for the bill;
3) A copy ofthe audit performed by legislative audit;
4) The committee should expect possible testimony from:
a. A member from ofthe Council of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.



Alaska State Legislature

House of Representatives

Interim Rep.Doug.lsaacson@akleg.gov Session
301 Santa Claus Lane Representative Doug Isaacson State Capitol
North Pole, AK 99705 Juneau, AK 99801
Phone - (907) 465.4427
Fax-(907) 465.2197
Date: February 11, 2014
To: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair

House State Affairs Committee

From: RepresentativdlIDouh”*lon"

Re:

HB 212

| respectfully request a hearing for HB 212, "An Act relating to an exemption from driver licensing
requirement for spouses of members ofthe armed forces of the United States."

HB 212

We request LIO teleconference support in Anchorage & Fairbanks

Please find the following materials in the HB 212 packet:

HB 212

Sponsor Statement
Sectional

Supporting Documents
Letters of Support

My staff contact for this legislation is Brenda Hewitt, who can be reached at 465-2847 or
brenda.hewitt@ akleg.gov.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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