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Senator Cathy Giessel
Senate B ill 2 Interstate Mining Compact Commission

Sponsor Statement

Senate B ill 2 authorizes the State of Alaska to join and participate in the Interstate Mining Compact 
Commission.

The Interstate Mining Compact Commission is a coalition of mining states that joins together to 
represent the environmentally sound resource development interests of its members on a national 
level. Established in 1971, the IMCC recognizes the basic importance of the mining industry to the 
nation and believes that the collective voice of mining states is imperative to preserving and 
advocating for states’ rights. IMCC regularly serves as the spokesperson for mining states in 
Washington D.C. and works to represent the member states efficiently and articulately to executive 
agencies.

Alaska has a unique and important relationship with mining. It was the lure of gold that brought 
thousands of eager prospectors to the state and mining served as the founding purpose for many 
cities and communities. As the territory and later the State grew, zinc, lead, coal, sand, gravel and 
other subsurface products all played roles in this all-important sector. Today, mining is Alaska’s 
second largest industry and it continues to thrive.

Alaska’s seven operating mines -  Ft. Knox, Greens Creek, Kensington, Red Dog, Usibelli, Nixon 
Fork and Pogo -  employ more than 2,000 people combined. The mining industry also creates 
public revenue by paying both state and local taxes. Interest in Alaska’s mining potential continues 
to spur new exploration and investment in the subsurface minerals of the Last Frontier.

Mining was foundational to Alaska’s statehood. It continues to be a major economic driver and will 
play an important role in the state’s future. Joining the IMCC gives Alaska the opportunity to share 
our successes with others and work together to build a better mining industry. Alaska will benefit 
from joining forces with other states to foster a better understanding and constructive relationship 
with the federal agencies.

I urge your support of SB 2.

Sen.Cathy.Giessel@akleg.gov

mailto:Sen.Cathy.Giessel@akleg.gov
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Sectional

Passage of Senate Bill 2 would elevate Alaska from associate membership to full membership in the 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission, allowing the Governor to be an active, voting member.

Section 1: Amends AS 27, adding a new chapter:

• Section 27.08.010, which contains and enacts into law the Interstate Mining Compact and 
includes the following articles:

o Article 1 -  Page 1: Findings and Purpose -
■ Finds the importance of mining to the state;
■ Finds the effects of mining is of public and private concern, and that each

state is unique, making it impracticable to apply a single standard to mining
practices, yet also recognizing that justifiable requirements of law and 
practice relating to the effects of mining may be less effective or equitable if 
they are not relatively applicable to similarly situated mining operations 
state-to-state;

■ Finds that the states are in the best position to assure sound mining practices 
with regard to local conditions;

■ And declares the purpose of the Compact to advance protection and 
restoration of the land and resources affected by mining;

■ To assist in reducing pollution and other adverse effects of mining;
■ To encourage programs that will protect, conserve and improve the 

usefulness of natural resources;
■ To assist party states efforts to engage in and improve sound mining 

practices;
■ To assist states achieve efficient and productive practices to enhance mining 

economics and benefits.
o Article 2 -  Page 3: Definitions -  defines “mining” and “state”.
o Article 3 -  Page 3: State Programs -  requires that member states have adequate

mining regulations to protect mined land, the public, adjoining land owners, and to 
ensure safe mining practices, including the handling of wastes, and suitable
restoration and rehabilitation programs for mined lands that will protect water, air 
and soil.

o Article 4 -  Page 4: Powers -  specifies the power of the Commission to study, make 
recommendations, gather and disseminate information on mining-related issues, and
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cooperate and consult with government agencies, the public or private entities on 
matters within the purview of the compact, 

o Article 5 -  Page 5: The Commission -  creates the Commission, specifying its 
structure, voting, bylaws and other features necessary for the Commission’s 
operation and requiring the Commission provide an annual report to its members, 

o Article 6 -  Page 7: Allows the Commission to establish advisory, technical and
regional committees; 

o Article 7 -  Page 7: Finance -  details how the Commission’s finances will be
handled and requires that the annual budget contain a recommendation on how much 
each member state should expect to request from its legislature as an appropriation 
for the Commission’s operation. The budget share of each state is apportioned as 
follows: one-half of the budget in equal shares, and the remainder in proportion to 
the value of the minerals, ores, and other solid matter mined, 

o Article 8 -  Page 8: Entry Into Force and Withdrawal -  describes that states must
enact the compact to participate and must repeal the act to withdraw, but only after 
providing one year written notice to all other member states; 

o Article 9 -  Page 8: Effects on Other Laws -  maintains that the compact does not 
limit, repeal, or supersede any state laws; 

o Article 10 -  Page 9: Construction and Severability -  Provides that all phrases, 
clauses, sentences and provisions are severable.

• Section 2: Provides for an immediate effective date.
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State of Alaska
2013 Legislative Session

Identifier: SB002-DNR-MLW -2-9-13
Title: IN T E R S T A T E  MINING CO M PACT &

COM M ISSION 

Sponsor: G IE S S E L
Requester: Senate State Affairs

F isca l N o te

Department: Department of Natural Resources
Appropriation: Land & Water Resources 
Allocation: Mining, Land & Water
OMB Component Number: 3002

Bill Version: SB 2 (A)

Fiscal Note Number:

() Publish Date:

Expenditures/Revenues

FY2014
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2014 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O PER A TIN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2014 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017 F Y  2018 F Y  2019
Personal Services 
T  ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous

20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0

Total Operating 60.0 0.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0

Fund Source (Operating Only]
1004 Gen Fund 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0
Total 60.0 0.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0 60.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estimated S U P P LE M E N T A L (FY2013) cost: 0.0

Estimated C A P IT A L  (FY2014) cost: 0.0

A S S O C IA T E D  R EG U LA TIO N S
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? N/A

Why this fisca l note differs from previous version:______________________________________
Initial Version

Prepared By: 
Division 
Approved By:

Brent Goodrum, Director
Division of Mining, Land and Water
Daniel S. Sullivan, Commissioner
Department of Natural Resources

Phone: (907)269-8501
Date: 02/08/2013 04:00 PM
Date: 02/09/13

Printed 2/9/2013 Page 1



F IS C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS

A n a ly s is

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O . SB002

2013 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

This bill would authorize Alaska to join and participate in the Interstate Mining Compact Commission (IMCC).
This fiscal note has two components: annual membership and travel.

Membership Dues:
Membership in the commission requires annual dues paid by each party state. The amount of dues to be paid by 
each party state is covered under Article VII of the Compact and Bylaws. There are currently 19 member states; 
Alaska's addition would bring that total to 20.

Specifically, each party state is required to pay one half of the commission's annual budget, in equal shares. With 
Alaska as a member, Alaska's portion would be l/20th of half the annual budget. If additional states become full 
members of the IMCC, Alaska's portion would change accordingly. The other half of the annual budget is also paid 
by the member states but is paid in proportion to the value of the minerals, ores and other solid matter mined in 
each member state.

DNR estimates that Alaska's share for dues in the first membership-year will be approximately $40.0. This amount 
will fluctuate in future years based on the amount of the commission's annual budget and the value of the 
minerals, ores and other solid matter mined in Alaska annually. This value is based on national valuation reports 
prepared by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) for non-coal minerals and the federal Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) for coal to ensure impartial uniformity assessment of mining data. If the annual dues are 
significantly higher than $40.0, DNR may request supplemental funding in that year.

Travel costs:
Full membership in the IMCC entails greater participation by member states. Membership and participation in the 
Interstate Mining Compact Commission will require two or more trips per year by the Commissioner, department 
staff, and possibly other representatives of the Governor's office. The department estimates $20.0 per year for 
this expense.

(R e v ise d  1 /1 5 /2 0 1 3  O M B ) Page 2 o f 2



State of Alaska
2013 Legislative Session

F isca l N o te

Identifier:
Title:

Sponsor:
Requester: Senate State Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

SB002-DOA-DRB-1 -22-13 

IN TE R ST A T E  MINING CO M PA CT & 
COM M ISSION 
G IE S S E L

Department: Department of Administration
Appropriation: Centralized Administrative Services 
Allocation: Retirement and Benefits
OMB Component Number: 64

Bill Version: SB 2 (A)

Fiscal Note Number:

() Publish Date:

FY2014
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2014 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O PE R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2014 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 FY  2017 F Y  2018 F Y  2019
Personal Services 
T  ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous
Total Operating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fund So urce  (Operating Only]
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estim ated SU P P LE M E N T A L (FY2013) cost: 0.0

Estim ated C A P IT A L  (FY2014) cost: 0.0

A S S O C IA T E D  R E G U LA T IO N S
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed?

W hy this fisca l note differs from previous version:_____________________________________
No applicable, initial version.____________________________________________________________

Prepared By: 
Division 
Approved By:

Jim Puckett, Director
Division of Retirement & Benefits
Curtis Thayer, Deputy Commissioner

Phone: (907)465-4471
Date: 01/22/2013 08:45 AM
Date: 01/23/13

Department of Administration

Printed 2/9/2013 Page 1



F IS C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS

A n a ly s is

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O . SB002

2013 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

There is no fiscal impact on the Division of Retirement and Benefits or the Public Employees' Retirement System 
(PERS) by this legislation.

(R e v is e d  1 /1 5 /2 0 1 3  O M B ) Page 2 o f 2



Chairman’s Message

A s C h a irm an  o f  the In terstate  M in in g  C om pact C o m m iss ion  (IM C C ) for 2 0 1 1 , it  is  m y  p lea su re  to 
subm it to  yo u  the C o m m iss io n ’ s A nnual R eport. A s yo u  w il l  note in  the E xecu tive  D irec to r ’ s 
report, IM C C  w as en g ag ed  on m any fronts rep resen tin g  the in terests  o f  its  m em ber sta tes  befo re 

C o n gress  and  the ex ecu tiv e  ag e n c ie s  in  W ash in g ton , D .C . IM C C  tes tif ied  b efo re  vario u s co n g ress io n a l 
co m m ittees on is su e s  ran g in g  from  abandoned  m ine lan d  rec lam atio n , to stream  p ro tection  s tan d ard s , to 
fed era l fun d in g  fo r sta te  re g u la to ry  p rogram s. A m o n g the k e y  is su e s  that IM C C  p ro secu ted  befo re the 
fed era l ag en c ie s  w ere  f in a n c ia l re sp o n s ib ility  requ irem en ts for h ard ro ck  m in in g  s ite s , o vers igh t o f  state  
reg u la to ry  p ro gram s, m in e  p lacem en t o f  coa l com bustion  re s id u es , an d  m ine em ergen cy  response.

IM C C  co n tin ued  to co o rd in ate  its  e ffo rts on is su e s  o f  m u tu a l co ncern  w ith  o ther sta te  go vern m ent 
o rg an iz a tio n s  such  as the N atio n a l A sso c ia tio n  o f  A bandoned  M in e  L an d  P rogram s, the A sso c ia tio n  o f  
S ta te  and  T e rr ito r ia l S o lid  W a s te  A d m in istra to rs , and  the W este rn  G overnors’ A sso c ia tio n . IM C C  a lso  
in te rac ted  w ith  in d u stry  an d  en v iro nm en ta l o rg an iz a tio n s  to p ro v ide  sta te  p e rsp ec tiv es  on m an y o f  the 
is su e s  m en tioned  above. T hrough  these  coord ination  and  fac ilita t io n  effo rts, IM C C  en sures that the 
s ta te s  h ave a  strong an d  co ncerted  v o ic e  in  the o ngo in g  d eb ate  co n cern in g  n a tio n a l m in e ra l p o lic y  and 
en e rg y  secu r ity .

T he y e a r  2011 w i l l  be rem em b ered  as one o f the b u s ie s t and m ost p roductive  for IM C C  and its  m em ber 
s ta te s  as w e  contin ued  to w o rk  w ith  both a  n ew  A d m in is tra tio n  an d  a  n ew  C o ngress. T hrough  the 
com m itm ent and ac tiv e  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  each  m em ber sta te , IM C C  rem ain s w e ll  p ositio ned  to  advocate  
fo r our in te rests  in  W ash in g to n , D C an d  to p rov ide  m uch  n eeded  support am o ng the m em ber states.

It has b een  m y p r iv ile g e  to se rve  a s  yo u r C hairm an  d u rin g  2011 . I en co u rage  a ll o f  the sta tes  to contin ue 
th e ir  ac tiv e  support o f  the C o m p act as w e  striv e  to ad van ce  the p ro tection  o f  our n a tu ra l reso u rces w h ile  
m a in ta in in g  an e ff ic ie n t and p ro d u c tive  m in ing  in dustry .

M a r t in  O ’M a l l e y  
G o v e rn o r  o f  M a ry la n d  
C h a irm a n
In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n
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o
IM C C  I! 2011 A n n u a l R ep o rt 

■

History and Purpose of the Compact
T he S o u th ern  G o v ern o rs ’ C o n fe ren ce  

M e e t in g  in  S a n  A n to n io , T ex a s  in  1964  
re co g n iz e d  an d  c am e  to g r ip s  w ith  the 

p ro b lem s o f  su rfa c e  m in in g . G overnor E d w ard  
R . B re a th it t  o f  K en tu ck y  an d  G o vern or B e llm o n  
o f  O k lah o m a sp o n so red  a  re so lu tio n  w h ich  in  
p art re ad : “W h e re a s  th e  C o u n c il o f  S ta te  
G o vern m ents sp o n so red  an  in te rs ta te  
co n fe ren ce , in  w h ic h  su rfa c e  m in in g  p ro b lem s 
o f  the s ta te s  w e re  re v ie w e d , and  w h e rea s  such  
co n fe ren ce  u n d e r lin e d  the d e s ir a b il i t y  o f  ac tio n  
b y  in d u s try  to  u t il iz e  tech n iq u e s  d e s ig n ed  to 
m in im iz e  w a s te  o f  o ur n a tu ra l re so u rc e s  and  the 
d e s ir a b il i t y  o f  a c tio n  b y  the s ta te s  to  assu re  
ad h e ren ce  to  so u n d  stan d a rd s  an d  p ro ced u res  b y  
th e  m in in g  in d u stry : N o w , th e re fo re , b e  it 
re so lv e d  b y  th e  S o u th ern  G o vern o rs ’
C o n fe ren ce  that th e  C o u n c il o f  S ta te  
G o vernm ents be r e q u e s te d  to a s s is t  
re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  the s ta te s  in  w h ic h  su rface  
m in in g  ta k e s  p la c e  in  e x p lo r in g  th e  p o ss ib le  ro le  
o f  in te rs ta te  ac tio n , th ro ugh  C o m p act and 
o th e rw ise , in  th is  f ie ld .”

T he In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act 
C o m m iss io n  (IM C C ) w a s  thus co n ce iv ed  an d  
K en tu ck y  b ecam e  its  f ir s t  m em b er fo llo w ed  b y  
P e n n sy lv a n ia  an d  N orth  C a ro lin a . W ith  the 
en try  o f  O k lah o m a in  1971 , the C o m p act w a s  
d e c la re d  to  be  in  e x is te n c e  and  o p era tio n a l. In 
F eb ru a ry  1 972 , p e rm an en t h e ad q u arte rs  w e re  
e s ta b lish e d  in  L ex in g to n , K en tu ck y  an d  an 
e x e cu tiv e  d irec to r  w a s  re ta in ed . S in c e  that t im e , 
tw en ty  a d d it io n a l s ta te s  —  W e st  V ir g in ia , Sou th  
C a ro lin a , M a ry la n d , T en n e ssee , In d ian a ,
I llin o is , T ex a s , A la b a m a , V ir g in ia , O hio , 
L o u is ia n a , A rk an sa s , N e w  M e x ic o , M isso u r i, 
N ew  Y o rk , N orth  D ako ta , U tah , W yo m in g , 
A la s k a  an d  C o lo rad o  —  h av e  b eco m e m em bers. 
N ew  M e x ic o  w ith d re w  from  the  C o m p act in  
1991 a s  a  fu l l  m em b er b u t re jo in ed  a s  an  
a s so c ia te  m em b er in  2 0 0 0 . N ew  Y o rk  jo in e d  the 
C o m p act a s  its  f irs t  a s so c ia te  m em b er sta te  in  
1994 . S in c e  then  the  fo llo w in g  s ta te s  h ave  a lso  

jo in e d  a s  a s so c ia te  m em b ers : N orth  D ako ta 
(2 0 0 0 ) , U tah  (2 0 0 4 ) , W y o m in g  (2 0 0 5 ) , A la sk a  
(2 0 0 6 ) , an d  C o lo rad o  (2 0 0 7 ) . N ew  Y o rk  and 
N orth  D ak o ta  a re  n o w  fu ll m em b ers.

T he M in in g  C o m p act is  d e s ig n ed  to be
ad v iso ry , no t re g u la to ry  in  n a tu re , an d  its
d e f in e d  p u rp o ses  are  to:

► A d v an ce  the p ro tectio n  an d  re sto ra tio n  
o f  the lan d , w a te r , an d  o th er re so u rce s , 
a ffe c ted  b y  m in in g ;

► A ss is t  in  the red u c tio n  o r e lim in a t io n  or 
co u n te rac tin g  o f  p o llu tio n  or 
d e te r io ra tio n  o f  lan d , w a te r , an d  a ir  
a ttr ib u tab le  to m in in g ;

► E nco u rage  (w ith  due reco g n itio n  o f  
re le v an t re g io n a l, p h y s ic a l, an d  o ther 
d if fe ren ces )  p ro g ram s in  e a ch  o f  the 
p a r ty  sta tes  w h ic h  w i l l  a ch iev e  
co m p arab le  re su lts  in  p ro tec tin g , 
co n se rv in g , and  im p ro v in g  the 
u se fu ln e ss  o f  n a tu ra l re so u rc e s , to the 
end  that the m o st d e s ira b le  co nd u ct o f  
m in in g  an d  re la te d  o p era tio n s  m a y  be 
u n iv e r s a l ly  fa c il ita te d ;

► A ss is t  the p a r ty  s ta te s  in  th e ir  e ffo rts  to 
f a c il ita te  the u se  o f  lan d  an d  o ther 
re so u rce s  a ffe c ted  b y  m in in g , so  that 
such  m a y  b e co n s is ten t w ith  so un d  lan d  
u se , p u b lic  h e a lth , an d  p u b lic  s a fe ty , 
an d  to th is  end  s tu d y  an d  reco m m en d , 
w h e rev e r  d e s ira b le , tech n iq u e s  fo r the 
im p ro vem en t, re s to ra tio n , o r p ro tectio n  
o f  su ch  lan d  an d  o ther re so u rc e s ; and

► A ss is t  in  a c h iev in g  an d  m a in ta in in g  an 
e ff ic ie n t and  p ro d u c tiv e  m in in g  in d u stry  
an d  in c re a s in g  econ o m ic  an d  other 
b en e f its  a ttr ib u tab le  to  m in in g .

1
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Report of the Executive Director
A s a  n ew  A d m in is tra t io n  to o k  o ver the re in s  

in  W a sh in g to n , D C  in  201 1  an d  the H ouse 
o f  R e p re se n ta t iv e s  sh if ted  to R ep u b lic a n  

co n tro l, the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act (IM C C ) 
w a s  fa c ed  w ith  a  h o st o f  n e w  c h a lle n g e s  and  
o p p o rtu n itie s . T he n e w  y e a r  a lso  sa w  the e le c t io n  
o f  e le v e n  n ew  go v ern o rs  o f  IM C C  m em b er sta tes . 
C o n seq u en tly , the b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  saw  
IM C C  a c t iv e ly  e n g a g e d  in  b r ie f in g  th e  n ew  
go v ern o rs  an d  m o n ito rin g  le a d e rsh ip  ch an g es  in  
k e y  co n g re ss io n a l co m m ittees  in  the H ouse . A n d  
w h ile  it  to o k  s e v e ra l m onths fo r th e  1 12th 
C o n g re ss  to  g e a r  up  fo r its  f ir s t  se s s io n , once 
le g is la t iv e  a c t iv it y  b eg an , th e  p ace  w a s  
u n re len t in g , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the H o use . O versigh t 
h e a r in g s  on  A d m in is tra t io n  ac tio n s  an d  p ro p o sa ls , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the m in in g  a ren a , w e re  the o rder o f  
the d ay . A n d  w h ile  th e re  w a s  l i t t le  su b stan tiv e  
le g is la t io n  a c tu a l ly  p a ssed , IM C C  w a s  req u ested  
to r e v ie w  se v e ra l le g is la t iv e  p ro p o sa ls  that w o u ld  
p o te n t ia lly  im p ac t sta te  m in e  re g u la to ry  p ro gram s. 
IM C C  w a s  a lso  a c t iv e  in  m o n ito r in g  an d  
co m m en tin g  on fe d e ra l a g e n c y  ac tio n s  co n cern in g  
fu n d in g , o v e rs ig h t an d  se v e ra l im portan t 
re g u la to ry  is su e s , a s  no ted  b e lo w .

T he  m em b er s ta te s  o f  the IM C C  a lso  
in v e s te d  c o n s id e rab le  t im e  d u r in g  the y e a r  
p la n n in g  fo r the fu tu re  o f  th e  o rg an iz a t io n  b y  
r e e v a lu a t in g  o ur s tra te g ic  p la n . A  ta sk  group  
c o n s is t in g  o f  s e v e ra l m em b er s ta te s  w o rked  w ith  
the E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r  in  d e v e lo p in g  n ew  g o a ls , 
s t ra te g ie s  an d  m e a su re s  th a t w o u ld  g u id e  our 
fu tu re  w o rk . C o n fe ren ce  c a l ls  o f  th e  ta sk  group  
w e re  h e ld  on N o v em b er 30  an d  D ecem ber 13 and 
a  re v is e d  s tra te g ic  p la n  w a s  ex p ec ted  to  be 
p re sen ted  to  the fu ll m em b ersh ip  a t  the 2012  
an n u a l m ee tin g .

O ur in it ia l  w o rk  e a r ly  in  th e  y e a r  rev o lv ed  
aro u n d  the b u d ge t an d  ap p ro p ria t io n s  p ro cess , 
b e g in n in g  w ith  the r e le a s e  o f  the A d m in is tra t io n ’ s 
p ro p o sed  b u d ge t fo r F is c a l Y e a r  2 0 1 2  on 
F eb ru a ry  15, 2 0 1 1 . T he O ffice  o f  S u rfac e  M in in g  
(O S M ) h o sted  a  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  th a t d a y  to b r ie f  
the s ta te s  on the  d e ta ils  o f  th e  b u d ge t, in  w h ich  
IM C C  p a r tic ip a ted . T w o  d a y s  la te r , IM C C

fa c il ita te d  a  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  o f  the s ta te s  to  further 
d isc u ss  the b u d ge t an d  its  im p lic a t io n s  fo r the 
s ta te s . IM C C  a lso  w o rk ed  c lo s e ly  w ith  the 
N atio n a l A sso c ia t io n  o f  A b an d o n ed  M in e  L an d  
P ro gram s (N A A M L P ) to d eve lo p  p o s it io n s , 
re so lu tio n s  an d  te s t im o n y  co n ce rn in g  the F Y  2 0 1 2  
bud get. IM C C  m et w ith  c o n g re ss io n a l s t a f f  to 
d iscu ss  O S M ’ s p ro p o sed  b u d ge t on se v e ra l 
o cca s io n s , in c lu d in g  J a n u a ry  2 8 , M arch  10 and 
M arch  2 2  w ith  the H o use E n ergy  an d  M in e ra l 
R e so u rces  S u b co m m ittee  an d  on M arc h  2 2  w ith  
the S en a te  In ter io r A p p ro p ria tio n s  Su bco m m ittee . 
IM C C  a lso  m o n ito red  h ea r in g s  on  the  D epartm en t 
o f  In te r io r ’ s p ro p o sed  F Y  2 0 1 2  b u d ge t b y  the 
S en a te  E n ergy  an d  N atu ra l R e so u rc es  C o m m ittee  
on M arch  2 an d  b y  the H ouse In terio r 
A p p ro p ria tio n s  S u b co m m ittee  on M arch  8. IM C C  
atten d ed  a  h e a r in g  b y  th e  la tte r  Su bco m m ittee  on 
M arch  10 a t w h ich  O S M  D irecto r Jo e  P iz a rc h ik  
te s t if ied . A s p art o f  the h e a r in g  p ro cess , IM C C  
p ro v id ed  q u estio n s  to th e  co n g re ss io n a l com m ittee  
s ta f f  fo r the In ter io r D epartm en t w itn e sse s  in  
ad v an ce  o f  th e  h e a r in g s .

IM C C , to ge th er  w ith  the N A A M L P , 
te s t if ied  a t  a  h e a r in g  b y  the H ouse E n ergy  and 
M in e ra l R e so u rce s  S u b co m m ittee  on  A p r il 7 
re g a rd in g  O S M ’ s b u d ge t p ro p o sa l. B u tch  L am b ert 
o f  V ir g in ia  te s t if ie d  fo r IM C C  an d  L o re tta  P in ed a  
o f  C o lo rad o  te s t if ie d  fo r N A A M L P . I te s t if ied  on 
b e h a lf  o f  IM C C  a t a  h e a r in g  b y  th e  H ouse In terio r 
A p p ro p ria tio n s  S u b co m m ittee  on A p r il 14. IM C C  
a lso  spo n so red  an d  f a c il ita te d  a  b r ie f in g  fo r 
c o n g re ss io n a l s t a f f  on O S M ’s b u d ge t on the 
a fternoo n  o f  A p r il 7 a t w h ic h  s e v e ra l sta te  
rep re sen ta tiv e s  from  both  IM C C  an d  N A A M L P  
p a rtic ip a ted .

N ea r  th e  en d  o f  S ep tem b er, the P res id en t 
u n v e ile d  h is  D e f ic it  R ed u c tio n  P lan , w h ich  
co n ta in ed  s e v e ra l le g is la t iv e  p ro p o sa ls  re la te d  to 
ab an d o n ed  m in e  lan d s  (A M L ) p ro gram s fo r both 
co a l and  h ard ro ck . IM C C  w o rk ed  w ith  N A A M L P  
to fo rm u la te  p o s it io n s  on  the p ro p o sa ls  and  to 
co m m u n ica te  tho se  p o s it io n s  to  the Jo in t  S p e c ia l 
C o m m ittee  on  D e fic it  R ed u c tio n  (e .g . the 
“ S u p e rco m m ittee”)  v ia  le tte r  o f  O ctob er 2 4 , 2 0 1 1 .
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A lso  on  th e  ap p ro p ria tio ns/b udget front, 
IM C C  su b m itted  s ta tem en ts  to  th e  L ab o r, H ea lth  
an d  H u m an  S e rv ic e s , E d u catio n  an d  R e la ted  
A g e n c ie s  S u b co m m ittee s  o f  th e  H o use  an d  S en a te  
A p p ro p ria t io n s  C o m m ittee s  on M arc h  5 
co n ce rn in g  th e  F Y  2 0 1 2  b u d ge t req u es t fo r the 
M in e  S a fe ty  an d  H ea lth  A d m in is tra t io n  (M S H A ) 
w ith in  th e  U .S . D ep artm en t o f  L ab o r.

IM C C  w a s  in v o lv e d  w ith  se v e ra l o ther 
le g is la t iv e  a c t iv it ie s  th ro ugh o u t the y e a r , o ften  
jo in t ly  w ith  N A A M L P . T he H ouse E n ergy  and  
M in e ra l R e so u rc e s  S u b co m m ittee  h e ld  an 
o v e rs ig h t h e a r in g  J u ly  14, 2011  on  “A b an d on ed  
M in e  L an d s : In n o v a tiv e  S o lu t io n s  fo r R es to r in g  
the E nv iro n m en t, Im p ro v in g  S a f e ty  an d  C rea tin g  
Jo b s” at w h ic h  L o re tta  P in ed a  o f  C o lo rad o  
te s t if ie d  on  b e h a lf  o f  IM C C  an d  N A A M L P . T he 
h e a r in g  se rv ed  a s  th e  p re cu rso r  to  the 
d eve lo p m en t o f  le g is la t io n  th a t w i l l  ad d ress  
s e v e ra l am en d m en ts to  S M C R A  co n ce rn in g  the 
u se  o f  u n ap p ro p ria ted  sta te  sh are  b a lan ce s  for 
n o n co a l w o rk  an d  fo r th e  a c id  m in e  d ra in ag e  se t- 
a s id e  p ro g ram , lim ite d  l ia b i l i t y  p ro tec tio n s, an d  
e s ta b lish in g  a  h a rd ro ck  A M L  p ro g ram . The 
le g is la t io n  is  a lso  ex p ec ted  to  ad d re ss  Good 
S a m a r ita n  p ro tec tio n s  fo r tho se  w h o  p erfo rm  
h a rd ro ck  A M L  w o rk . IM C C ’s te s t im o n y  
ad d re ssed  each  o f  th ese  m atte rs .

In a  re la te d  a c tio n  in  th e  S en a te , IM C C  
su b m itted  a  sta tem en t a t  a  le g is la t iv e  h e a r in g  on 
S . 8 97  on M a y  18, 2 0 1 1 . T he  b il l  w o u ld  am end  
the S u rfa c e  M in in g  C o n tro l an d  R ec lam a tio n  A c t 
o f  1977  (S M C R A ) to  a l lo w  th e  u se  o f  
u n ap p ro p ria ted  sta te  sh are  b a la n ce s  fo r n on co al 
w o rk  an d  fo r  a c id  m in e  d ra in ag e  se t-a s id e s . T he 
b i l l  p a s se d  the S en a te  in  J u ly . A  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  
o f  both  IM C C  an d  N A A M L P  m em b er sta tes  an d  
tr ib e s  w a s  sp on so red  an d  fa c il ita te d  b y  IM C C  on 
J u ly  27  to  d is c u s s  p o ten tia l le g is la t io n  to ad d ress  
lim ite d  l ia b i l i t y  p ro tec tio n s  fo r s ta te s  an d  tr ib es  
w h o  a re  c e r t if ie d  u n d er T it le  IV  o f  S M C R A . T hat 
le g is la t io n  (S . 145 5 ) w a s  e v e n tu a lly  in tro d u ced  b y  
Sen a to r  T es te r  (D -M T ) in  e a r ly  A u g u st. IM C C  
a lso  m et w ith  the s t a f f  o f  S en a to r  M a rk  U d a ll (D - 
C O ) on  J u ly  14 to  d is c u s s  G ood S am aritan  
le g is la t io n . In J a n u a ry , IM C C  m et w ith  the s ta f f  
from  the H o use  T ran sp o rta tio n  an d  In frastructu re

C o m m ittee  an d  the Sen a te  E nv iron m en t an d  
P u b lic  W o rk s C o m m ittee  to d isc u ss  the p o ten tia l 
fo r G ood S am aritan  le g is la t io n  in  the 1 12th 
C o n g ress .

C o n g re ss io n a l in te re s t  w a s  a lso  sp arked  
w ith  re sp ec t to se v e ra l p en d in g  ru le m a k in g s  b y  the 
A d m in is tra t io n  on su ch  to p ic s  a s  co a l co m bustion  
r e s id u a ls , f in a n c ia l r e sp o n s ib il ity  fo r h ard ro ck  
m in e s , s tream  p ro tectio n  and  re la te d  w a te r  q u a lity  
req u irem en ts  for co a l m in es . T h is  w a s  p la y e d  out 
in  a  se r ie s  o f  c o n g re ss io n a l o v e rs ig h t h e a r in g s  and 
in  r id e rs  on ap p ro p ria tio n s b il ls  to  re s tr ic t  fu n d in g  
fo r th ese  efforts . EMCC te s t if ie d  a t  an  o ve rs igh t 
f ie ld  h e a r in g  on O S M ’s p ro p o sed  s tre am  
p ro tectio n  ru le  h e ld  b y  th e  H ouse E n e rgy  an d  
M in e ra l R eso u rces  Su b co m m ittee  on S ep tem b er 
2 6  in  C h arle s to n , W e s t  V ir g in ia . IM C C  h e lp ed  to 
co o rd in ate  the te s t im o n y  o f  th ree  sta te  w itn e sse s  
from  W est V ir g in ia , V ir g in ia  an d  W yo m in g . 
C o n feren ce  c a l ls  w e re  h e ld  on Sep tem b er 16 and  
21 to p lan  fo r the h ea rin g . IM C C  su b m itted  a  
s ta tem en t for the reco rd  on O ctober 5.

T he In terio r D epartm en t an n o u n ced  in 
O ctober o f  2011  the p o ten tia l co n so lid a tio n  o f  
O S M  w ith in  the B u re au  o f  L an d  M an ag em en t 
(B L M ) in  an  effo rt to r e a liz e  co st s a v in g s  and 
ad m in is tra t iv e  e f f ic ie n c ie s . A  co n g re ss io n a l 
o ve rs igh t h e a r in g  on  the p ro p o sed  co n so lid a tio n  
w a s  h e ld  on N o vem b er 17 b y  the Sen a te  E nergy  
an d  N atu ra l R e so u rc es  C o m m ittee , at w h ic h  B u tch  
L am b ert o f  V ir g in ia  te s t if ied  on b e h a lf  o f  IM C C .
A  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  o f  the m em b er s ta te s  w a s  h e ld  
on N o vem b er 8 to b r ie f  the s ta te s  on the p ro p o sed  
co n so lid a tio n  an d  to  se e k  in pu t fo r te s t im o n y . A  
co n fe ren ce  c a l l  w a s  h e ld  on N o vem b er 14 w ith  the 
tw o  sta te  w itn e sse s  (M r. L am b ert an d  Joh n  C o rra  
o f  W y o m in g ) to  co o rd in ate  testim o n y .

O n the re g u la to ry  front, IM C C  co n tin u ed  
its  w o rk in g  re la t io n sh ip  w ith  s e v e ra l fed era l 
a g e n c ie s  w ith  w h o m  w e  h av e  t ra d it io n a lly  done 
b u s in e ss  o ve r  the y e a rs . In J a n u a ry  o f  2 0 1 1 , IM C C  
su b m itted  ex ten s iv e  co m m en ts to the O ffice  o f 
S u rfa c e  M in in g  re g a rd in g  d raft d ire c t iv e s  on T en- 
D ay  N o tices  (IN E -35 ), an n u a l o v e rs ig h t reports 
(R E G -8) and  co rrec tiv e  ac tio n s  (R E G -23 ). IM C C  
a lso  p a r tic ip a te d  in  a  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  w ith  O SM
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o f f ic ia ls  on  M arch  8 to d is c u s s  o v e rs ig h t d a ta  
n eed s  an d  the d ev e lo p m en t o f  an  an n u a l p erm it 
m ap . IM C C  f a c il ita te d  s e v e ra l co n fe ren ce  c a l ls  
w ith  m em b er s ta te s  w h o  a re  s e rv in g  as  
co o p e ra tin g  a g e n c ie s  in  the d eve lo p m en t o f  
O S M ’ s en v iro n m en ta l im p ac t s ta tem en t (E IS ) to 
ac c o m p an y  a  p ro p o sed  ru le  on s tre am  p ro tectio n . 
C o n fe ren ce  c a l ls  w e re  h e ld  on  J a n u a ry  2 4  an d  
F eb ru a ry  3 to co o rd in a te  co m m en ts on the d raft 
E IS . IM C C  h e lp ed  to  co o rd in a te  an d  p a r t ic ip a ted  
in  th ree  r e g io n a l O SM /State  m ee tin g s : the 
A p p a la c h ia n  r e g io n a l m e e tin g  on Ju n e  1 an d  2  in  
C in c in n a t i; the M id -C o n tin en t re g io n a l m ee tin g  
on Ju n e  21 an d  2 2  in  S t. L o u is ; an d  the W este rn  
re g io n a l m ee tin g  on A u g u s t 9 an d  10 in  D enver. 
A t e a c h  m ee tin g , s e v e ra l k e y  re g u la to ry , tech n ica l 
an d  p o lic y  is su e s  w e re  d iscu ssed .

IM C C  is  a lso  a  m em b er o f  sev e ra l 
O SM /State  s te e r in g  co m m itte es . I am  a  m em b er 
o f  th e  N a tio n a l T ec h n o lo g y  T ran sfe r  T eam  
(N T T T ) w h ic h  m et v ia  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  on Ja n u a ry  
4 , M a rc h  1, M a y  3 , Ju n e  2 8 , A u g u s t  16, O ctober 5 
an d  D ecem b er 8 . EMCC is  rep re sen ted  on the 
A c id  D ra in ag e  T ec h n o lo g y  In it ia t iv e  (A D T I) b y  
N ick  S c h a e r  o f  W e s t  V ir g in ia . I se rv e  on a  
s te e r in g  co m m ittee  p la n n in g  fo r  th e  n ex t In d ian a  
B a t in te ra c tiv e  fo rum . C o n fe ren ce  c a l ls  w e re  h e ld  
on  Ju n e  7 , J u ly  13, S ep tem b er 14 an d  N o vem ber 
2 2 . 1 a lso  se rv e  a s  a  m em b er o f  the state/ federa l 
ta sk  g ro up  that is  o v e rse e in g  th e  d eve lo p m en t and 
im p lem en ta tio n  o f  the In d ian a  B a t G u idan ce  
do cum en t. A  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  w a s  h e ld  on 
D ecem b er 2 to d is c u s s  a  su rv e y , to be  d is tr ib u ted  
b y  IM C C , about h o w  the  g u id e lin e s  a re  b e in g  
u se d  in  th e  f ie ld .

IM C C  h e lp ed  to  co o rd in a te  an d  fa c il ita te  
a  m e e tin g  o f  sta te  an d  fe d e ra l a g e n c y  p erso n n e l to 
d isc u ss  d eve lo p m en t o f  a  g e o sp a t ia l d a tab ase  for 
su rfa c e  c o a l m in e  p e rm its , in c lu d in g  a  p ilo t 
p ro je c t  fo r te s t in g  th e  d a tab a se  effo rt. A  
co n fe ren ce  c a ll w a s  h e ld  on M arc h  23 to d iscu ss  
p ro g re ss  on the e ffo rt. IM C C  a lso  co o rd in a ted  and  
fa c il ita te d  a  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  b e tw e e n  O SM  an d  
the s ta te s  on  A u g u st 3 re g a rd in g  a  p o ten tia l 
p ro p o sed  ru le  on the p la c em e n t o f  co a l 
co m b u stio n  re s id u e s  in  m in es . IM C C  fo llo w ed  up 
w ith  a  m em o ran d u m  to O S M  on  A u g u s t 30

re g a rd in g  su g g es te d  ap p ro ach es  fo r th e  p o ten tia l 
ru le . IM C C  h ad  p re v io u s ly  su b m itted  a  le tte r  to 
O SM  on Ju n e  30  re g a rd in g  th e  s ta te s ’ co ncern s on 
the p o ten tia l ru le .

IM C C  re c e iv e d  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  p u rsu an t to a  
co n tract w ith  O S M  fo r the d eve lo p m en t o f  fu ture 
b en ch m ark in g  w o rksh o p s. P lan s  c a l le d  fo r IM C C  
to sponsor a  w o rksh o p  on m in e  m ap p in g  in  e a r ly  
2 0 1 2 . A  s tee r in g  co m m ittee  c o n s is t in g  o f  sta te  and  
fed era l a g e n c y  p e rso n n e l m et on s e v e ra l o ccas io n s  
d u r in g  th e  y e a r  to  d eve lo p  the p ro g ram  fo r the 
w o rksh o p , in c lu d in g  co n fe ren ce  c a l ls  on J u ly  2 8 , 
A u g u st 4 , A u g u st 17, S ep tem b er 14, N ovem ber 10 
an d  D ecem ber 7. IM C C  a lso  re c e iv e d  an 
ad d it io n a l $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  fo r its  C O A L E X  co n tract w ith  
O SM , p u rsu an t to w h ic h  IM C C  co m p le ted  w o rk  
on an  u p d ated  v e rs io n  o f  the S u rfa c e  M in in g  
C on tro l an d  R e c lam a tio n  A c t re f le c t in g  a ll 
am endm ents and ap p ro p ria t io n s  a c t iv ity  a s  o f  
J a n u a ry , 2 0 1 0 . F u tu re  fu n d in g  fo r th is  co n tract 
rem a in s  un certa in .

IM C C  co n tin u ed  its  w o rk  w ith  the M in e  
S a fe ty  an d  H ea lth  A d m in is tra t io n  (M S H A ) 
thro ugh out the y e a r . A  m ee tin g  w ith  A ss is tan t 
S e c re ta ry  Jo e  M a in  an d  s e v e ra l m em b ers o f  h is 
le ad e rsh ip  team  w a s  h e ld  on F eb ru a ry  1 at M S H A  
h ead q u arte rs  in  A r lin g to n , V ir g in ia . A  s ta te s -o n ly  
m ee tin g  w a s  h e ld  on Ja n u a ry  31 to p rep are  for the 
m ee tin g  w ith  M S H A . S e v e ra l fo llo w -o n  
ac tio n s/ d iscu ss io n s w e re  a g re ed  upon  in  the a rea s  
o f  c e rt if ic a t io n  o f  m in e rs , m in e  em erg en cy  
re sp o n se , an d  s ta te -fed e ra l co m m u n ica tio n s . A  
co n fe ren ce  c a l l  to d iscu ss  n ex t s tep s w a s  h e ld  
b e tw een  IM C C  s t a f f  an d  A ss is ta n t  S e c re ta ry  M a in  
on F eb ru a ry  17. A  fo llo w -u p  m ee tin g  w ith  M S H A  
s ta f f  w a s  h e ld  on M arc h  8 to  d is c u s s  en han ced  
sta te -fed e ra l d iscu ss io n s  on M S H A  ru lem ak in g s  
an d  p o lic y  d eve lo p m en t. It w a s  a g re ed  at that tim e 
to  co m p le te  w o rk  on the  d eve lo p m en t o f  a  
M em o ran d u m  o f  U n d ers tan d in g  (M O U ) b e tw een  
M S H A  an d  IM C C  re g a rd in g  our w o rk in g  
re la t io n sh ip , d ra ft in g  o f  w h ich  o ccu rred  o ver  the 
n ex t se v e ra l w e e k s . A  m ee tin g  b e tw een  sta te  and 
M S H A  o ff ic ia ls  w a s  h e ld  on M a y  11 in  
T r iad e lp h ia , W e s t  V ir g in ia  re g a rd in g  m ine 
e m erg en cy  re spo n se . D u rin g  th at m ee tin g ,
IM C C ’ s E x ecu tiv e  D irecto r an d  M S H A  A ss is tan t
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S e c re ta ry  M a in  s ig n e d  the M O U . IM C C ’ s M in e  
S a f e ty  an d  H ea lth  C o m m ittee  m et v ia  co n feren ce  
c a l l  on  A p r il 27  to ap p ro v e  the M O U  and to 
p rep a re  fo r the M a y  11th m ee tin g  w ith  M SH A . 
IM C C  te s t if ie d  a t  a  p u b lic  h e a r in g  on  Jun e  15 
co n d u cted  b y  M S H A  on  a  p ro p o sed  ru le  
r e g a rd in g  e x am in a tio n  o f  w o rk  a re a s  a t 
u n d erg ro u n d  c o a l m in es . W ritten  com m ents w e re  
su b m itted  to  M S H A  on  J u ly  29 .

IM C C  h as  b een  a c t iv e ly  in v o lv ed  in  the 
d eve lo p m en t b y  the U .S . E nv iron m en ta l 
P ro tec tio n  A g e n c y  (E P A ) o f  a  p ro p o sed  ru le  
u n d e r S ec tio n  108 (b ) o f  the C o m p reh en siv e  
E n v iro n m en ta l R e sp o n se , C o m p en sation  an d  
L ia b i l i t y  A c t  (C E R C L A ) re g a rd in g  f in an c ia l 
r e sp o n s ib il ity  (b o n d in g ) req u irem en ts  for the 
h a rd ro ck  m in in g  sec to r . A  co n fe ren ce  c a ll o f  
in te re s ted  an d  a ffe c te d  s ta te s  w a s  h e ld  w ith  E PA  
o f f ic ia ls  on  A p r il 13 to d is c u s s  th e  sta tu s o f  the 
ru le m a k in g . In p re p a ra tio n  fo r the m ee tin g , a  
co n fe ren ce  c a l l  o f  sta te  a tto rn eys  g en e ra l w a s  
f a c il ita te d  b y  IM C C  on A p r il 11 r e g a rd in g  s e v e ra l 
p re sen ta tio n s  th a t w o u ld  be  m ad e  d u r in g  the A p r il 
13 co n fe ren ce  c a l l  r e g a rd in g  e x is t in g  sta te  
f in a n c ia l re sp o n s ib il ity  p ro g ram s an d  is su e s  
su rro u n d in g  fe d e ra l p reem p tio n  o f  sta te  p ro gram s. 
A d d it io n a l co n fe ren ce  c a l ls  w e re  a lso  h e ld  on  
J a n u a ry  13, J a n u a ry  2 4  an d  F eb ru a ry  2  w ith  
a tto rn ey s  g e n e ra l to d is c u s s  the d eve lo p m en t o f  
le tte rs  to E P A  co n ce rn in g  th e  p reem p tio n  is su e . 
E PA  a lso  sp o n so red  a  w e b in a r  to d iscu ss  the 
ru le m a k in g  on Ju n e  15, a t w h ic h  IM C C  
p a r tic ip a te d . F o llo w in g  the w e b in a r , IM C C  sen t a  
m em o  to E P A  on  Ju n e  23  jo in t ly  w ith  the 
A sso c ia t io n  o f  S ta te  an d  T e rr ito r ia l S o lid  W aste  
M an ag em en t O ff ic ia ls  (A S T S W M O ) a r t ic u la t in g  
our co n cern s  w ith  th e  ru le  d ev e lo p m en t p ro cess 
an d  th e  p ro p o sed  ru le . IM C C  is  a lso  m o n ito rin g  
the d ev e lo p m en t o f  a  s e r ie s  o f  repo rts  b e in g  
p rep a red  b y  E PA  that a s s e s s  th e  n a tu re  and sta tu s 
o f  sta te  f in a n c ia l r e sp o n s ib il ity  req u irem en ts . 
IM C C  h as  b een  in  r e g u la r  co n tac t w ith  E PA  an d  
the  s ta te s  re g a rd in g  th e se  d ra ft repo rts .

D u rin g  th e  y e a r , IM C C  w a s  ap p ro ach ed  
b y  s e v e ra l p a r t ie s  to p ro v id e  a  p e rsp ec tiv e  from  
the s ta te s  on  a  v a r ie ty  o f  is su e s . On M arch  2 6 , 1 
h ad  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  p ro v id in g  th e  sta te

go vern m en t p e rsp ec tiv e  re g a rd in g  C le a n  W a te r  
A c t an d  S M C R A  p e rm ittin g  co n cern s  a s  a  
p re sen te r  a t  a  te le -b r ie f in g  sp o n so red  b y  L aw  
S em in a rs  In te rn atio n a l on  the top ic  “E P A ’ s V eto  
o f  the S p ru ce  M in e  P erm it” . I a lso  h ad  the 
o pp o rtun ity  o f  v is it in g  w ith  a  d e le g a tio n  o f  
C h in ese  m in in g  o f f ic ia ls  on A p r il 18 in  F a irfax , 
V ir g in ia  to p re sen t an  o v e rv iew  o f  U .S . m in in g  
re g u la tio n s . On Ju n e  2 9 , 1 m et v ia  co n fe ren ce  c a ll 
w ith  o f f ic ia ls  from  the G en era l A c c o u n tab ility  
O ffice  to d is c u s s  u ran iu m  m in in g  re g u la t io n s  in  
the U .S ., w ith  a  fo cu s on ab an d o n ed  m in e  lan d  
rec lam atio n .

IM C C  co n tin u ed  its  w o rk in g  re la t io n sh ip  
w ith  o ther sta te  go vern m en t o rg an iz a tio n s  on 
m atte rs  o f  m u tu a l co ncern . IM C C  co o rd in ate s  
w ith  the W este rn  In tersta te  E n ergy  B o ard  (W IE B ) 
an d  the W este rn  G o vern o rs ’ A s so c ia t io n  (W G A ) 
on b u d ge t is su e s , ab an d o n ed  m in e  lan d s , G ood 
S am aritan  p ro tectio n s an d  E P A ’ s 1 08 (b ) 
ru lem ak in g  on f in a n c ia l re sp o n s ib il ity  
req u irem en ts . IM C C  h as  a lso  w o rk ed  w ith  
A S T S W M O , as no ted  ab o ve , an d  w ith  the 
E n v iron m en ta l C o u n c il o f  the S ta te s  (E C O S) on 
both  w a te r  an d  w a s te  is su e s . W e  a re  a c t iv e ly  
in v o lv ed  w ith  the N atio n a l A sso c ia t io n  o f  
A b an d o n ed  M in e  L an d  P ro gram s (N A A M L P ), 
o ften  jo in t ly  d e v e lo p in g  te s t im o n y , s ta tem en ts , 
com m en ts an d  in pu t to O S M  an d  o thers on A M L - 
re la te d  is su e s . IM C C  a tten d ed  the M id -W in te r  
m ee tin g  o f  the N A A M L P  from  F eb ru a ry  21 -23 in  
O range  B each , A lab am a  an d  the A n n u a l 
C o n fe ren ce  from  O ctober 9 - 12 in  L ak e  T aho e, 
C a lifo rn ia . A t the la tte r  m ee tin g , I p re sen ted  a 
p ap er  a t  the p le n a ry  se ss io n  re g a rd in g  “K ey  
L e g is la t iv e  an d  R e g u la to ry  C h a llen g e s  F ac in g  
T o d a y ’ s A M L  P ro gram  M a n a g e r” . I a lso  p ro v id ed  
se v e ra l u p d ates an d  b r ie f in g s  a t both  m ee tin g s  
re g a rd in g  O S M ’ s b u d get, p en d in g  A M L  
le g is la t io n , O S M  an d  E PA  p ro p o sed  ru le s , and  
fed e ra l o ve rs igh t o f  sta te  p ro g ram s. IM C C  a lso  
co o rd in a ted  s e v e ra l co n fe ren ce  c a l ls  w ith  the 
N A A M L P  m em b ersh ip  d u r in g  the y e a r  and 
w o rk ed  w ith  the le ad e rsh ip  o f  the o rg an iz a tio n  
re g a rd in g  te s t im o n y  on  O S M ’s b u d ge t an d  
p en d in g  le g is la t io n .
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D u rin g  th e  y e a r , IM C C  co n d u cted  s e v e ra l 
su rv ey s  o f  th e  s ta te s  in  an  e ffo rt to  se rv e  a s  a  
c le a r in g h o u se  fo r in fo rm atio n  an d  d a ta  req u ests .
A  su rv e y  w a s  co n d u cted  fo r  the sta te  o f  I llin o is  
r e g a rd in g  rep o rtin g  o f  w a te r  q u a lit y  ex cu rs io n s  
u n d e r a p p lic a b le  w a te r  q u a lit y  la w s  re la te d  to 
su rfa c e  w a te r  d isc h a rg e s . A  su rv e y  w a s  conducted  
fo r the C o m m o n w ea lth  o f  V ir g in ia  re g a rd in g  the 
s ta tu s  o f  sta te  w o rk  p lan s  u n d e r O S M ’ s an n ual 
o v e rs ig h t re v ie w . A  su rv e y  w a s  co nd u cted  fo r the 
sta te  o f  L o u is ia n a  c o n ce rn in g  E P A ’ s c ro ss-s ta te  
a ir  p o llu tio n  ru le  an d  the p o ten tia l im p act on co a l 
m in in g  o p e ra tio n s . IM C C  co n d u cted  a  su rv ey  o f  
th e  s ta te s  a s  p a rt o f  o ur b en ch m ark in g  w orkshop  
on m in e  m ap p in g  to r e c e iv e  in p u t fro m  p o ten tia l 
p a r t ic ip a n ts . IM C C  co n d u cted  th ree  su rv ey s  on 
b e h a lf  o f  th e  O ffice  o f  S u rfa c e  M in in g : one on 
co st re c o v e ry  fo r p e rm itt in g  ac tio n s  un d er 
S M C R A ; an o th er on sta te  r e g u la to ry  req u irem en ts  
r e g a rd in g  m in e  p la c em en t o f  c o a l com bu stio n  
r e s id u e s ; an d  an o th er on the im p lem en ta tio n  and 
u se  o f  the In d ian a  B a t G u id e lin e s .

IM C C  im p lem en ted  s e v e ra l in te rn a l 
o p e ra t io n a l ad ju stm en ts  d u r in g  th e  y e a r , in c lu d in g  
m o v in g  o u r m em b ersh ip  d ire c to ry  to th e  IM C C  
w e b s ite  w h e re  it  can  b e  r e g u la r ly  up d ated , 
sw itc h in g  o u r h ea lth  b e n e f its  p lan  to p a r tic ip a te  in  
th e  C o m m o n w ea lth  o f  V ir g in ia ’ s  sy s tem , and 
m a k in g  s e v e ra l w e b s ite  en h an cem en ts . IM C C ’ s 
a u d it  w a s  co n d u cted  on  A u g u st 3 an d  the 
a u d ito r ’ s repo rt w a s  p ro v id ed  to th e  m em ber 
s ta te s  v ia  e-m em o o f  A u g u s t 17.

On the  m em b ersh ip  fron t, IM C C  s ta ff  
w o rk ed  w ith  s e v e ra l cu rren t fu ll m em b er s ta te s  to 
p ro v id e  in fo rm atio n  th at w o u ld  h e lp  e x p la in  and  
ju s t i f y  th e ir  an n u a l d u es  a s se s sm en t an d  th e ir  
co n tin u ed  m em b ersh ip  in  IM C C , e s p e c ia l ly  g iv e n  
th e  f is c a l c r is e s  b e in g  fa c e d  b y  m an y  sta tes.
IM C C  s t a f f  a lso  spen t a  co n s id e rab le  am ount o f  
t im e  d u r in g  the y e a r  w o rk in g  w ith  a sso c ia te  
m em b er s ta te s  to p u rsu e  le g is la t io n  b rin g in g  them  
a s  fu ll m em b ers  in to  th e  o rg an iz a t io n . W ith  the 
a s s is ta n c e  o f  IM C C ’s le g a l  a d v iso r  (R ich a rd  
M o rr iso n  o f  P en n sy lv a n ia ) , IM C C  s t a f f  a lso  
re se a rc h ed  ap p ro ach es  u se d  b y  v a r io u s  sta tes  to 
en te r  o th er co m p ac ts , in c lu d in g  th e  In terstate  O il 
an d  G as C o m p act C o m m iss io n  (IO G C C ).

C o m p act le g is la t io n  fo r each  o f  the IM C C  
m em b er s ta te s  an d  fo r s e v e ra l IO G CC m em ber 
s ta te s  w a s  g a th e red  an d  a n a ly z e d  for p o ten tia l 
le g is la t iv e  ap p ro ach es  that w o u ld  e ffec tu a te  fu ll 
m em b ersh ip  w ith o u t th e  ex te n s iv e  req u irem en ts 
cu rre n t ly  req u ired  u n d er the trad it io n a l app roach  
u sed  b y  IM C C  m em b er s ta te s  in  the p ast. IM C C  
s ta f f  a lso  re sea rch ed  the la w  a tten d in g  in te rsta te  
co m p ac ts  to d e te rm in e  ap p ro p ria te  m ethods for 
b r in g in g  s ta te s  in to  co m pacts . IM C C  p a r tic ip a ted  
in  a  w e b in a r  sp o n so red  b y  the C o u n c il o f  S tate  
G overn m ents on in te rs ta te  co m p acts . A  le g a l 
m em o ran dum  re g a rd in g  co m p ac t e n ab lin g  
le g is la t io n  w a s  sen t to a l l  o f  th e  a s so c ia te  m em b er 
s ta te s  on S ep tem b er 1 a d d re ss in g  th ese  is su e s . 
IM C C  is  w o rk in g  w ith  s e v e ra l a s so c ia te  m em b ers 
to  d raft ap p ro p ria te  le g is la t io n  to  b r in g  th em  in to  
the co m pact a s  fu ll m em b ers . IM C C  m et w ith  
o f f ic ia ls  from  the  sta te  o f  N ev ad a  to d iscu ss  
p o ten tia l m em b ersh ip  on  O ctober 10 an d  a lso  
co m m u n ica ted  w ith  o f f ic ia ls  from  M iss is s ip p i, 
K an sa s , M o n tan a  an d  A r iz o n a  r e g a rd in g  
m em b ersh ip . F in a l ly , IM C C  m et w ith  s ta f f  from  
N ew  Y o rk  v ia  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  on N o vem b er 14 to 
d is c u s s  the s ta te ’ s o u ts tan d in g  d u es  a ssessm en ts .

In to d a y ’ s re g u la to ry , le g is la t iv e  an d  f is c a l 
c lim a te , s ta te  go vern m en ts w h o  se rve  a s  p r im a ry  
re g u la to rs  o f  m in in g  o pera tion s w ith in  th e ir  
bo rders fa c e  a  b e v y  o f  c h a lle n g e s  on m u ltip le  
fron ts. A s  IM C C  re c e n t ly  re ite ra te d  in  our re v is e d  
s tra te g ic  p lan , our m iss io n  is  to  se rv e  as an 
ad v o ca te  fo r th e  m em b er sta tes  in  W ash in g to n ,
D C  an d  to se rv e  the s ta te s  th ro ugh  in fo rm ation  
ex ch an g e , e ffe c t iv e  co m m u n ica tio n , 
b en ch m ark in g  in it ia t iv e s , lia iso n  w ith  the fed e ra l 
go vern m en t an d  ed u ca tio n a l o u treach  a s  w e  a s s is t  
the s ta te s  in  f u lf i l l in g  th e ir  d u a l re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  o f  
a s su r in g  d eve lo p m en t o f  th e ir  ab undan t and  
s t r a te g ic a l ly  im p ortan t n a tu ra l re so u rce s  w h ile  
p ro tec tin g  an d  im p ro v in g  th e  en v iro nm en t. In the 
end , our g o a l is  to  in su re  that the s ta te s  h ave  a 
stro ng , co n certed  v o ic e  a s  w e  d e liv e r  on those 
re sp o n s ib ilit ie s .

A d ju s t in g  to  n ew  A d m in is tra t io n s  and 
n ew  le ad e rsh ip  in  C o n g re ss , a s  w e  sa w  in  2 0 1 1 , 
re q u ire s  h e ig h ten ed  v ig i la n c e  an d  ren ew ed  v ig o r , 
e s p e c ia l ly  w h ere  lo n g -s tan d in g  is su e s  rem a in



u n re so lv e d  an d  n e w  c h a lle n g e s  p resen t 
th e m se lv e s . T h ro ugh  the a c t iv e  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  
o u r m em b er s ta te s , IM C C  w a s  ab le  to en g ag e  on a  
n u m b er o f  c r it ic a l fron ts th ro ugh o u t th e  y e a r , be it  
c o n g re ss io n a l o v e rs ig h t o r le g is la t iv e  h e a r in g s , 
fed e ra l ru le m a k in g s  , o r o p p o rtu n ities  to  p ro v id e  
d a ta  o r in fo rm atio n  to  g o v ern m en ta l o rg an iz a tio n s  
su ch  a s  th e  G overnm ent A c c o u n ta b ility  O ffice . 
IM C C  is  r e g u la r ly  so u gh t o u t fo r o u r ex p e r ien ce  
an d  e x p e r t is e  on  m in in g  re g u la to ry  is su e s  an d  w e 
a re  h ig h ly  re sp ec ted  fo r th e  q u a lity  o f  in fo rm ation  
an d  the w e ll-c o o rd in a te d  p o s it io n s  th a t w e  
p ro v id e . T h is  sp e ak s  d ir e c t ly  to the in te g r ity  and  
p e rse v e ra n c e  o f  the a g e n c y  p e rso n n e l w ith in  our 
m em b er s ta te s  w h o  r e g u la r ly  w o rk  w ith  the IM C C  
s t a f f  to a c c o m p lish  th e se  o b je c t iv e s .

A s  B eth  an d  I b e g in  o u r 2 5 th y e a r  w ith  
IM C C , w e  co un t it a  s p e c ia l p r iv i le g e  to  w o rk  
w ith  so m a n y  d e d ic a te d  sta te  go vern m en t fo lk s . 
Y o u r  sup p o rt fo r us an d  fo r the w o rk  o f  IM C C  is 
g r e a t ly  ap p re c ia ted . W e  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  the m an y  
e x c it in g  o p p o rtu n it ie s  th a t a w a it  u s  in  the fu tu re .
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

C o a l S e c t io n

James Stephens, A rk a n sa s , C h a irm an  Thomas Callaghan, P en n sy lv an ia , V ic e  C h a irm an

N o n c o a l  S e c t io n

Kent Coleman, So u th  C a ro lin a , C h a irm an James Simons, N orth  C a ro lin a , V ic e  C h a irm an

A b a n d o n e d  M in e  L a n d s  C o m m it t e e

James Deutsch, N orth  D ako ta , C h a irm an Mike Kastl, O k lah o m a, V ic e  C h a irm an

M in e  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h

Johnny Greene, K en tu ck y , C h a irm an Butch Lambert, V ir g in ia , V ic e  C h a irm an

F i n a n c e  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o m m it t e e

John Caudle, T ex a s , C h a irm an  Joe Angleton, I llin o is , V ic e  C h a irm an

Q  ________________________________________________________________________________

R e s o l u t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e

C. Edmon Larrimore, M a ry la n d , C h a irm an  Bruce Stevens, In d ian a , V ic e  C h a irm an

A w a r d s  C o m m i t t e e

Dale Bergquist, L o u is ia n a , C h a irm a n  Lanny Erdos, O hio , V ic e  C h a irm an

(M em b ers  o f  the 2011  A w a rd s  C o m m ittee : L o u is ian a , O h io , V ir g in ia , C o lo rad o  an d  I llin o is )

L e g a l  A d v i s o r

Richard Morrison, P e n n sy lv a n ia

M i n e r a l s  E d u c a t i o n  W o r k  G r o u p

Dean Spindler, I l l in o is , C h a irm an

o
2
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Activities of the Standing Committees

F i n a n c e  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

C o m m i t t e e

T he co m m ittee  m et on th ree  o ccas io n s 
d u r in g  2 0 1 1 . T he co m m ittee  m et v ia  
co n fe ren ce  c a l l  on M arc h  2 4  to  p rep are  

reco m m en d atio n s  fo r s t a f f  co m p en sa tio n  and  
b en e f its . On A p r il 6  the co m m itte e  m et in 
W h e e lin g , W e s t  V ir g in ia  in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  
th e  C o m p ac t ’ s  A n n u a l M ee tin g . T he co m m ittee  
r e v ie w e d  the C o m p ac t ’ s cu rren t f in a n c ia l 
co n d it io n ; re v ie w e d  an d  ap p ro ved  the p ro p o sed  
F is c a l Y e a r  2 0 1 2  b u d ge t; r e v ie w e d  the 2011 
E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r ’ s e v a lu a t io n s ; an d  w ere  
p re sen ted  w ith  an  u p d ate  b y  cu rren t a sso c ia te  
m em b er s ta te s  re g a rd in g  th e ir  m em b ersh ip  
s ta tu s .

On O cto ber 19, th e  co m m ittee  m et in  
P o in t C le a r , A la b a m a . T he co m m ittee  re v ie w e d  
the  C o m p ac t ’ s cu rren t f in a n c ia l co nd itio n , 
re v ie w e d  an d  ap p ro v ed  the C o m p ac t ’ s F is c a l 
Y e a r  2011  A u d it , an d  d is c u s se d  m em b ersh ip  
in it ia t iv e s .

R e s o l u t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e

T he co m m ittee  m et jo in t ly  w ith  the 
F in an ce  an d  A d m in is tra t iv e  C o m m ittee  
tw ic e  in  2 0 1 1 . On A p r il 6  in  W h e e lin g , 

W e s t  V ir g in ia , the co m m ittee  reco m m en d ed  
ap p ro v a l o f  f iv e  re so lu tio n s  o f  ap p rec ia tio n .
(S e e  Resolutions s e c tio n  o f  th is  A n n u a l R ep o rt.)

O n O ctober 19 in  P o in t C le a r , A lab am a , 
the co m m ittee  reco m m en d ed  ado p tio n  o f  tw o  
re so lu t io n s  o f  ap p rec ia tio n . (S e e  Resolutions 
se c tio n  o f  th is  A n n u a l R ep o rt.)

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  

C o m m it t e e  — C o a l  S e c t i o n

T he C o a l S e c t io n  o f  th e  E nv ironm en ta l 
A ffa ir s  C o m m ittee  m e t on A p r il 5 , 2011 
in  W h e e lin g , W e s t  V ir g in ia  in  

co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the C o m p act’ s A n n u a l 
M ee tin g . A m o n g  the to p ic s  d iscu ssed  w e re : the 
O ffice  o f  S u rfa c e  M in in g ’ s (O S M ) F is c a l Y e a r  
(F Y ) 2011  ap p ro p ria tio n  an d  F Y  2 0 1 2  b udget 
req u est; c o n g re ss io n a l o v e rs ig h t h e a rin g s  on 
O S M ’s p ro p o sed  F Y  2 0 1 2  b u d ge t; d iscu ss io n  o f  
the O SM  O vers igh t Im provem ent A ctio n s  
In itia t iv e ; O SM  ru le m a k in g s  on m in e  p lacem en t 
o f  co a l com bu stio n  re s id u e s  an d  s tream  
p ro tectio n ; w a te r  q u a lit y  req u irem en ts  for co a l 
m in in g  p e rm its ; In d ian a  B a t  P ro tec tion  and  
E nhan cem en t G u id e lin e s ; an d  sta te  p ro g ram  
am en dm ents re la te d  to  O S M ’ s f in a l ru le s  on 
o w n ersh ip  an d  co n tro l.

On O ctober 18, 2 0 1 1 , the com m ittee  
m et in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the IM C C  M id -Y e a r  
M ee tin g  in  P o in t C le a r , A lab am a . A m o n g  the 
to p ic s  d iscu ssed  w e re : O S M ’s F Y  2 0 1 2  
ap p ro p ria tio n s ; O S M  ru le m ak in g s  on  m in e  
p lacem en t o f  co a l co m b u stio n  re s id u e s , s tream  
p ro tectio n , an d  co st re co v e ry ; C le an  W a te r  A c t 
is su e s  re la t in g  to the S u rfa c e  M in in g  C ontro l 
an d  R ec lam atio n  A c t (S M C R A ); fed era l 
o ve rs igh t is su e s  u n d er S M C R A ; the O SM  
G eom ine P ilo t  P ro je c t; O S M ’ s E -P erm ittin g  
in it ia t iv e  in  th e  W e s t ; an d  a  2 01 2  IM C C  
b en ch m ark in g  w o rksh o p  on m ine m ap p ing .
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T h e N o n co a l S e c t io n  o f  the E nv iron m en ta l 
A ffa ir s  C o m m ittee  m et tw ic e  in  2 0 1 1 . On 
A p r il 5 in  W h e e lin g , W est V ir g in ia , the 

co m m itte e  m et in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the 
C o m p ac t ’ s  A n n u a l M e e t in g . T he co m m ittee  m et 
a g a in  on O cto b er 18 in  P o in t C le a r , A la b a m a  in 
co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the M id -Y e a r  M e e t in g . T op ics 
d is c u s s e d  at th e  A p r il 5 m ee tin g  in c lu d ed : the 
E n v iro n m en ta l P ro tec tio n  A g e n c y  (E P A ) an d  
the  O ffice  o f  S u rfa c e  M in in g  (O S M ) 
ru le m a k in g s  re g a rd in g  co a l co m b u stio n  
r e s id u e s ; E PA  ru le m a k in g  on f in a n c ia l 
a s su ra n c e  req u irem en ts  u n d e r  the 
C o m p reh en s iv e  E n v iro n m en ta l R esp o n se , 
C o m p en sa tio n  an d  L ia b i l i t y  A c t  (C E R C L A ); 
m in in g  la w  re fo rm ; an d  G ood S am aritan  
le g is la t io n .

T o p ic s  o f  d isc u ss io n  at the co m m ittee  
m e e tin g  h e ld  on  O cto b er 18 in c lu d ed : the 
E n v iro n m en ta l P ro tec tio n  A g e n c y ’ s (E PA ) 
ru le m a k in g  on f in a n c ia l a ssu ran ce  req u irem en ts  
u n d e r the C o m p reh en s iv e  E nv iron m en ta l 
R e sp o n se , C o m p en sa tio n  an d  L ia b i l i t y  A ct 
(C E R C L A ); h a rd ro ck  ab an d o n ed  m in e  lands 
(A M L ) le g is la t io n ; an d  G ood S am aritan  
le g is la t io n . T he co m m ittee  a lso  e n g a g e d  in  a  
ro u n d tab le  d is c u s s io n  re g a rd in g  im p ac ts  to sta te  
r e g u la to ry  p ro g ram s (c o a l an d  n o n co a l)  re la ted  
to  req u irem en ts  an d  in te rp re ta tio n s  b y  E PA  and  
the  A rm y  C o rp s o f  E n g in ee rs  re la te d  to  the 
C le an  W a te r  A ct.

A b a n d o n e d  M in e  L a n d s  
C o m m i t t e e

T he A b an d o n ed  M in e  L an d s (A M L ) 
C o m m ittee  m e t jo in t ly  w ith  the C o al 
S e c t io n  o f  the E n v iro n m en ta l A ffa irs  

C o m m ittee  on  tw o  o c ca s io n s  —  A p r il 5 in  
W h e e lin g , W e s t  V ir g in ia  an d  O ctob er 18 in  
P o in t C le a r , A lab am a . A t  th e  A p r il 5 m ee tin g , 
th e  co m m ittee  d is c u s se d  the fo llo w in g  to p ic s : 
p en d in g  le g is la t io n  in  the 1 12lh C o n g re ss  
c o n ce rn in g  th e  A b an d o n ed  M in e  L an d s  (A M L )

E n v ir o n m e n ta l  A f f a i r s
C o m m it te e  —  N o n c o a l S e c t io n

p ro g ram  un d er the S u rfa c e  M in in g  C ontro l and  
R e c lam a tio n  A c t (S M C R A ); O ffice  o f  S u rface  
M in in g  (O S M ) le g is la t iv e  p ro p o sa ls  to  am end  
T it le  IV  o f  the S u rfa c e  M in in g  C o n tro l an d  
R ec lam atio n  A c t (S M C R A ); an d  the s ta tu s  o f  
fu n d in g  fo r the A M L  e m e rg e n c y  p ro g ram  in  
O S M ’ s F Y  2 0 1 2  b u d ge t p ro p o sa l.

A t the O ctober 18 m ee tin g , to p ic s  
d isc u sse d  in c lu d ed : le g is la t iv e  a c t iv it y  re g a rd in g  
am endm ents to S M C R A ; le g is la t iv e  a c t iv ity  
r e g a rd in g  e lim in a t io n  o f  A M L  p aym en ts  to 
c e r t if ied  s ta te s  and  tr ib es  an d  the A M L  gran t 
p ro cess ; an d  ex p en d itu re  o f  A M L  gran t m o n ey  -  
construc tio n  v . p lan n in g .

M in e  S a f e t y  &  H e a l t h  C o m m it t e e

T he M in e  S a fe ty  &  H ea lth  C o m m ittee  m et 
jo in t ly  w ith  the N o n co a l S e c t io n  o f  the 
E nv iron m en ta l A ffa ir s  C o m m ittee  on tw o  

o ccas io n s in  2011  -  on A p r il 5 in  W h e e lin g , 
W e s t V ir g in ia  in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the 
C o m p ac t’ s A n n u a l M e e t in g , on O ctober 18 in  
P o in t C le a r , A lab am a  in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  
IM C C ’s M id -Y e a r  M ee tin g . On A p r il 27  the 
co m m ittee  m et v ia  co n fe ren ce  c a l l  to p rep are  for 
a  m ee tin g  w ith  M in e  S a fe ty  an d  H ealth  
A d m in is tra t io n  (M S H A ) o f f ic ia ls  on M a y  11 in  
T r ia d e lp h ia , W e s t V ir g in ia  re g a rd in g  m in e  
e m e rg e n c y  re sp o n se . T o p ic s  o f  d isc u ss io n  at the 
A p r il 5 m ee tin g  in c lu d ed : s ta tu s o f  m in e  s a fe ty  
an d  h ea lth  le g is la t io n ; a  M em o ran d u m  o f  
U n d erstan d in g  (M O U ) b e tw een  IM C C  an d  the 
M in e  S a fe ty  an d  H ea lth  A d m in is tra t io n  
(M S H A ); re cen t m ee tin g s  w ith  M S H A  o ff ic ia ls ; 
an  u p co m in g  m ee tin g  b e tw een  M S H A  an d  
IM C C  to d isc u ss  m in e  e m e rg e n c y  re spo n se  
is su e s ; an d  ce rt if ica tio n / d ece rtif ic a tio n  is su e s , 
in c lu d in g  d eve lo p m en t o f  a  tra c k in g  sy stem .

T o p ics d isc u sse d  at the O ctober 18 
m ee tin g  in c lu d ed : an  u p co m in g  m ee tin g  
b e tw een  IM C C  an d  M S H A ; im poundm en t 
s a fe ty  is su e s ; an d  a  2 0 1 2  IM C C  b en ch m ark in g  
w o rksh op  on m in e  m ap p in g .



A w a r d s  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  A w a rd s  C o m m ittee  m et v ia  
co n fe ren ce  c a l l  on M arch  11, 2011  to 
s e le c t  w in n e rs  o f  th e  2011  K en es C. 

B o w lin g  N a tio n a l M in e  R e c la m a t io n  A w ard s . 
T he E d u catio n  W o rk  G roup  m et v ia  co n feren ce  
c a l l  on M arc h  10, 2011  to s e le c t  w in n e rs  o f  the 
2011  IM C C  N atio n a l M in e ra ls  E ducatio n  
A w a rd s .

T he re c lam a t io n  a w a rd  re c ip ie n ts , an d  
pho tos o f  the w in n in g  s ite s , a re  l is te d  e lsew h ere  
in  th is  A n n u a l R ep o rt. T he  a w a rd s  w e re  
p re sen ted  at the A n n u a l A w a rd s  B an q u e t on 
A p r il 5 , w h ic h  w a s  h e ld  in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  
IM C C ’s A n n u a l M e e t in g  in  W h e e lin g , W est 
V ir g in ia .

T he N a tio n a l M in e ra l E d ucatio n  
A w a rd s  w e re  a lso  p re sen ted  at th e  A p r il 5 
A w a rd s  B an q u e t. T he ed u ca tio n  aw a rd  
re c ip ie n ts  a re  a lso  l is te d  e ls e w h e re  in  th is  
A n n u a l R eport.
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Committees and Committee Chairmen and 
Vice Chairmen for 2012

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

C o a l S e c t io n

Thomas Callaghan, P e n n sy lv a n ia , C h a irm an  Thomas Clarke, W e s t  V ir g in ia , V ic e  C h a irm an

N o n c o a l  S e c t io n

Tracy Davis, N orth  C a ro lin a , C h a irm an Matthew Podniesinski, N ew  Y o rk , V ic e  C h a irm an

A b a n d o n e d  M in e  L a n d s  C o m m it t e e

Mike Kastl, O k lah o m a, C h a irm an Tim Eagle, T en n e ssee , V ic e  C h a irm an

M in e  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h

Butch Lambert, V ir g in ia , C h a irm an Craig Corder, O h io , V ic e  C h a irm an

F i n a n c e  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e

Scott Fowler, I l l in o is , C h a irm an Tom Surtees, A la b a m a , V ic e  C h a irm an

R e s o l u t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e

Bruce Stevens, In d ian a , C h a irm an John Caudle, T ex a s , V ic e  C h a irm an

A w a r d s  C o m m i t t e e

Lanny Erdos, O h io , C h a irm an Kevin Mohammadi, M is so u r i, V ic e  C h a irm an

(Members of the 2012 Awards Committee: Ohio, Missouri, Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Wyoming)

L e g a l  A d v i s o r

Sharon Pigeon, V ir g in ia

M i n e r a l s  E d u c a t i o n  W o r k  G r o u p

Stacy Barnett, O k lah o m a, C h a irm an
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Yearly Commission Meetings
2 0 1 1  A n n u a l  M e e t in g  —  
W h e e lin g , W e s t V ir g in ia

T he 2011  A n n u a l M e e t in g  w a s  h e ld  a t T he 
O g le b a y  L o d g e  in  W h e e lin g , W est 
V ir g in ia  from  A p r il 3 - 6 , 2 0 1 1 . The 

fo llo w in g  m em b er s ta te s  w e re  in  a tten d an ce : 
A la b a m a , A la s k a , A rk an sa s , C o lo rad o , I llin o is , 
In d ian a , K en tu ck y , L o u is ia n a , M a ry la n d , N ew  
M e x ic o , N ew  Y o rk , N orth  D ako ta , O hio , 
O k lah o m a , P en n sy lv a n ia , So u th  C a ro lin a ,
T ex a s , U tah , V ir g in ia , an d  W e s t  V irg in ia . 
A tten d ees  in c lu d ed  ap p ro x im a te ly  37  persons 
c o n s is t in g  o f  IM C C  m em b ers , o ther sta te  
re p re se n ta tiv e s , fe d e ra l o f f ic ia ls , an d  in d u stry  
rep re sen ta tiv e s . T he m ee tin g  w a s  h ig h lig h te d  b y  
a  g e n e ra l s e s s io n , co m m ittee  m e e tin g s , the 
an n u a l co m m iss io n  b u s in e ss  m ee tin g , so c ia l 
re cep tio n s , an d  the an n u a l a w a rd s  b an quet.

T h e  m e e tin g  b e g an  w ith  w e lco m e  
rem ark s  b y  R a n d y  H u ffm an , C ab in e t S e c re ta ry  
o f  th e  W e s t  V ir g in ia  D ep artm en t o f  
E n v iro n m en ta l P ro tec tio n  w h o  o p en ed  the 
G en era l S e s s io n  on A p r il 4 . S p e ak e rs  and top ics 
co v e red  d u r in g  th e  se s s io n  in c lu d ed : 
C o n g re ssm an  D av id  M c K in le y  o f  the 1st D is tr ic t 
o f  W e s t  V ir g in ia : “R ecen t L e g is la t iv e  
D eve lo p m en ts  C o n ce rn in g  th e  R e g u la t io n  o f  
C o a l M in in g  in  A p p a la c h ia ” ; K a th y  B en ed etto , 
R e p u b lic a n  L e g is la t iv e  S t a f f  fo r the 
Su b co m m ittee  on  E n erg y  an d  M in e ra l 
R e so u rc e s , H o use  C o m m ittee  on N atu ra l 
R e so u rc e s : “O v erv iew  o f  K e y  M in in g  Issues 
B e fo re  th e  112th C o n g re ss” ; T hom as L . C la rk e , 
D irec to r  o f  the D iv is io n  o f  M in in g  an d  
R e c la m a t io n  in  the W e s t  V ir g in ia  D epartm en t o f  
E n v iro n m en ta l P ro tec tio n : “R ecen t 
D eve lo p m en ts  re . I ssu an ce  o f  N PD E S P erm its 
fo r B o n d  F o rfe itu re  S ite s ” ; an d  P au l 
Z ie m k ie v ic z , D irec to r  o f  th e  W e s t  V ir g in ia  
W a te r  R e se a rch  In stitu te  a t W e s t  V irg in ia  
U n iv e rs ity : “B ey o n d  A M D : M a n a g in g  W a te r  
Q u a lity  Issu es  A s so c ia te d  w ith  C o n d u c tiv ity , 
T D S an d  S e le n iu m ” .

A n  IM C C  e x e cu tiv e  se ss io n  w a s  h e ld  
im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  G en era l S e ss io n .

IM C C ’s S tan d in g  C o m m ittee  m ee tin gs  
co m m en ced  in  the la te  m o rn in g  o f  A p r il 4  (se e  
Activities of the Standing Committees). In the 
ev en in g  a tten d ees  en jo y e d  a  d in n e r  b u ffe t a fte r  
w h ic h  th e y  en g ag ed  in  a  so c ia l t im e  w h ile  
e n jo y in g  th e  te le v is e d  n a tio n a l c o lle g ia te  
b a sk e tb a ll tou rnam en t f in a ls  g am e .

T he S tan d in g  C o m m ittee  m ee tin gs  
re su m ed  on  the m o rn in g  o f  A p r il 5 and 
co n tin u ed  th roughout the afternoon . A t a  
b an q u e t that ev en in g , the IM C C  p re sen ted  its  
2011  N atio n a l R ec lam a tio n  an d  M in e ra ls  
E ducatio n  A w a rd s , (se e  Awards sec tio n  la te r  in  
th is  report fo r d e ta ils .)

T he C o m m iss io n ’ s an n u a l b u s in ess  
m ee tin g  w a s  h e ld  on A p r il 6 . T he m ee tin g  w a s  
ch a ire d  b y  E d L arr im o re  on b e h a lf  o f  the 
C o m p act’ s C h a irm an , G overnor M artin  
O ’M a lle y  o f  M a ry la n d . S u b jec ts  o f  ac tio n  an d  
d iscu ss io n  in c lu d ed : th e  E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r ’ s 
R ep o rt (se e  Report of the Executive Director)-, 
stan d in g  co m m ittee  repo rts (se e  Activities of the 
Standing Committees)-, fe d e ra l b u d g e t im p ac ts  
an d  fe d e ra lism  p o lic y  im p lic a t io n s  fo r sta te  
go vern m en t o rg an iz a tio n s  l ik e  IM C C ; an d  fu ture 
IM C C  m ee tin g s . In ad d it io n , f iv e  re so lu tio n s  
w e re  adop ted  a t th e  m ee tin g  an d  a re  co n ta in ed  
in  the Resolutions s e c tio n  o f  th is  A n n u a l R eport.

20 1 1  M id -Y e a r  M e e t in g  -  
P o in t  C le a r, A la b a m a

T he M id -Y e a r  E x ecu tiv e  C om m ission  
M e e t in g  o f  the IM C C  w a s  h e ld  in  P o in t 
C le a r , A la b a m a  at the M arr io tt  G rand 

H o tel, O ctober 18 - 19, 2 0 1 1 . E igh teen  o f  the 24  
m em b er s ta te s  w e re  in  a tten d an ce . C om m ittee  
m ee tin g s  w e re  h e ld  on O ctober 18. A  lun cheo n  
an d  a  so c ia l re cep tio n  w e re  a lso  h e ld  on O ctober 
18. D r. G eorge C ro z ie r , E x ecu tiv e  D irecto r 
(R e tire d ) o f  the D aup h in  Is lan d  S e a  L ab , w a s  
the lu n cheo n  sp eake r . H e p ro v id ed  an



in te re s tin g  t a lk  ab o u t th e  a fte r -e ffec ts  o f  the 
A p r il 2 0 1 0  D eep w ate r  H o rizo n  (B P ) b low o u t 
an d  o il s p il l  in  th e  G u lf  o f  M e x ic o  an d  the 
M o b ile  B a y . C o m m ittee  m ee tin g s  re su m ed  the 
m o rn in g  o f  O ctober 19. T h e y  w e re  fo llo w ed  b y  
the c o m m iss io n ’ s b u s in e ss  m ee tin g  w h ich  
c o n c lu d ed  the m ee tin g . T he  b u s in e ss  m ee tin g  
w a s  ch a ire d  b y  B ru c e  S tev en s  on b e h a lf  o f  the 
C o m p ac t ’ s  V ic e  C h a irm an , G o vern o r M itc h e ll 
D an ie ls  o f  In d ian a . A m o n g  th e  to p ic s  ad d re ssed  
a t  th e  m ee tin g  w e re : an  E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r ’ s 
R ep o rt ( s e e  Report of the Executive Director)', 
rep o rts  from  s tan d in g  co m m ittees  o f  the 
C o m p act (se e  Activities of Standing 
Committees)', e le c t io n  o f  o ff ic e rs  fo r 2 0 1 2 ; 
ap p o in tm en t o f  co m m ittee  c h a irs  fo r 2 0 1 2 ; 
IM C C ’ s s tra te g ic  p la n ; an d  fu tu re  IM C C  
m ee tin g s . In ad d it io n , th ree  re so lu tio n s  w ere  
ad o p ted  a t  the m ee tin g  an d  a re  co n ta in ed  in  the 
Resolutions se c tio n  o f  th is  A n n u a l R eport.
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Chairman:
Governor Mitchell E. Daniels 

In d ian a

Q

Vice Chairman:
Governor Rick Perry 

T ex a s

Treasurer:
Governor Pat Quinn 

I llin o is

o
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^ V e 6 o /iU lo 4 v

In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, L e w is  H a ls te ad  an d  h is  s t a f f  a r ra n g e d  an  in fo rm ativ e  an d  in te re s tin g  an n u a l m ee tin g  fo r the 
In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  in  W h e e lin g , W e s t  V ir g in ia  from  A p r il 3 - 6 , 2 0 1 1 ; and

WHEREAS, o u r h o sts  w a rm ly  w e lco m ed  an d  g e n e ro u s ly  ex ten d ed  th e ir  M o u n ta in ee r  h o sp ita lity  to a ll 
a tten d ees ;

NO W THEREFORE BE IT RESOL VED:

T hat the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  ex p re sse s  its  d eep  ap p rec ia tio n  to L e w is  H a ls te ad  and  
a l l  o f  the o th er sta te  o f f ic ia ls  w h o  a s s is ted  IM C C  s t a f f  to  a ssu re  a  su c c e ss fu l m ee tin g .

Issu ed  th is  6 th d a y  o f  A p r il, 2011  

A T T E ST :

E x ecu tiv e  D irecto r

o
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In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, the In te rs ta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n ’ s (IM C C ) A n n u a l M e e t in g  in  W h e e lin g , W est 
V ir g in ia  from  A p r il 3 - 6 , 2011  w a s  hono red  b y  the p re sen ce  o f  T ho m as L . C la rk e , D irecto r o f  the 
D iv is io n  o f  M in in g  &  R e c la m a t io n  w ith in  th e  W e s t  V ir g in ia  D epartm en t o f  E nv iron m en ta l P ro tec tion ; 
an d

WHEREAS, M r. C la rk e  se rv ed  as  the M as te r  o f  C e rem o n ie s  a t the A n n u a l A w a rd s  B an q u e t on A p r il 5 , 
2 01 1 ;

NO W THEREFORE BE IT RESOL VED:

T h at the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  ex p re sse s  its  g ra titu d e  to  T om  C la rk e  fo r h is  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  m ak in g  th is  y e a r ’ s m ee tin g  an  o u tstan d in g  su cce ss  an d  fo r h is  support o f  IM C C .

Issued  th is  6th d a y  o f  A p r il 2011  

A T T E ST :

Executive Director
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I n te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, T he  In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n ’ s (IM C C ) A n n u a l M e e t in g  in  W h e e lin g , W est 
V ir g in ia  from  A p r il 3 - 6 ,  2011  w a s  honored  b y  the p re sen ce  o f  T he H on orab le  R a n d y  H uffm an , 
S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  W e s t  V ir g in ia  D epartm en t o f  E n v iron m en ta l P ro tec tion  an d  G overnor T o m b lin ’ s o ff ic ia l 
r ep re sen ta tiv e  to the C o m p act; an d

WHEREAS, S e c re ta ry  H u ffm an  p resen ted  the W e lc o m in g  A d d re ss  d u r in g  the O pen ing  S e ss io n  on A p r il 
4 , 2 0 1 1 ;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

T hat the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  ex p re sse s  its  g ra titu d e  to S e c re ta ry  R a n d y  H u ffm an  for 
h is  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  m a k in g  th is  y e a r ’ s m ee tin g  an  o u ts tan d in g  su cce ss  an d  fo r h is  supp ort o f  IM C C .

Issu ed  th is  6 th d a y  o f  A p r il, 2011 

A T T E ST :

Executive Director
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Interstate M ining Compact Commission

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, th ro u gh o u t the y e a r s  th e  In terstate  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  h as  b een  p r iv ile g e d  to 
h e a r  m a n y  e x c e lle n t  sp e ak e rs  a t  its  m ee tin g s ; and

WHEREAS, it  is  th ro ugh  th e se  sp eake rs  th a t the C o m m iss io n  is  ab le  to k eep  ab reas t o f  n ew  
d eve lo p m en ts , n e w  p o lic ie s , an d  n e w  tech n o lo gy  in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  m in in g  an d  en v iro n m en ta l p ro tec tio n ; 
and

WHEREAS, th e  sp e ak e rs  w h o  ad d re ssed  the C o m m iss io n ’ s A n n u a l M e e t in g  on A p r il 4 , 2011  in  
W h e e lin g , W est V ir g in ia  a re  m en  an d  w o m en  o f  o u tstan d in g  a b i l i t y  in  th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  f ie ld s , an d  the 
b en e f it  o f  th e ir  a d v ic e  an d  e x p e r ie n c e  are  a  v a lu a b le  co n tr ib u tio n  to the C o m m iss io n ; and

WHEREAS, the C o m m iss io n  is  m o st ap p rec ia t iv e  o f  th e  t im e  and  e ffo rt the sp eake rs  h av e  ex p en d ed  in  
the p rep a ra tio n  an d  p re sen ta tio n  o f  th e ir  rem ark s ;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

T hat th e  In te rs ta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss ion  (IM C C ) ex p re sse s  its  s in ce re  g ra titu d e  to

Kathy Benedetto 

Thomas L. Clarke 

Paul Ziemkiewicz

Issu ed  th is  6 th d a y  o f  A p r il, 2011  

A T T E S T :

E x ecu t iv e  D irecto r
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In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, T he  In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  w a s  hono red  b y  the p re sen ce  o f  T he 
H o n o rab le  Jo e  P iz a rc h ik , D irec to r o f  the O ffice  o f  S u rfac e  M in in g , a t its  an n u a l m ee tin g  in  W h ee lin g , 
W e s t  V ir g in ia  from  A p r il 3 - 6 , 2 0 1 1 ; and

WHEREAS, D irec to r  P iz a rc h ik  an d  m em b ers o f  h is  s t a f f  a tten d ed  an d  a c t iv e ly  p a r tic ip a te d  in  the IM C C  
E n v iro n m en ta l A ffa ir s  C o m m ittee  m ee tin g  on  A p r il 4  an d  5 , 2 0 1 1 ;

NO W THEREFORE BE IT RESOL VED:

T h at the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  ex p re sse s  its  g ra titu d e  to  D irec to r  P iz a rc h ik  and  h is  
s t a f f  fo r th e ir  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  m a k in g  th is  y e a r ’ s m ee tin g  a  su cce ss  an d  fo r th e ir  co n tin u ed  in vo lv em en t 
w ith  IM C C  on is su e s  o f  m u tu a l in te re s t  an d  co ncern .

Issu ed  th is  6 th d a y  o f  A p r il, 2011  

A T T E ST :

E x ecu tiv e  D irecto r

o
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In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, M ic h a e l S k a te s  an d  the  s ta f f  o f  the A la b a m a  D epartm en t o f  In d u str ia l R e la t io n s  a rra n g ed  an 
in fo rm ativ e  an d  in te re s t in g  M id -Y e a r  m ee tin g  fo r the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  in  Po in t 
C le a r , A la b a m a  from  O ctober 18 - 19, 2 0 1 1 ; and

WHEREAS, o u r h osts w a rm ly  w e lc o m ed  an d  g e n e ro u s ly  ex ten d ed  th e ir  so u thern  h o sp ita lity  to  a ll  
a tten d ees ;

NO W THEREFORE BE IT RESOL VED:

T hat the In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  ex p re sse s  its  deep  ap p re c ia tio n  to M ic h a e l S k a te s  an d  
a l l  o f  the o ther sta te  o f f ic ia ls  w h o  a s s is ted  IM C C  s ta f f  to a s su re  a  su c c e ss fu l m ee tin g .

Issu ed  th is  19th d a y  o f  O ctober, 2011  

A T T E S T :

Executive Director
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In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n

B E  I T  K N O W N  T H A T :

WHEREAS, th ro u gh o u t th e  y e a r s , th e  In terstate  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  h as  b een  p r iv i le g e d  to 
h e a r  m an y  e x c e lle n t  sp e ak e rs  a t  its  m ee tin g s ; and

WHEREAS, it  is  th ro ugh  th e se  sp eake rs  th a t the C o m m iss io n  is  ab le  to k eep  ab rea s t o f  n ew  
d eve lo p m en ts , n e w  p o lic ie s , an d  n e w  tech n o lo gy  in  the f ie ld s  o f  m in in g  an d  en v iro n m en ta l p ro tec tio n ; 
and

WHEREAS, the C o m m iss io n  is  m o st ap p rec ia tiv e  o f  th e  t im e  and  effo rt D r. G eo rge C ro z ie r  ex p en d ed  in  
th e  p rep ara tio n  an d  p re sen ta tio n  o f  h is  rem ark s  a t the b u s in e ss  lu n ch eo n  on  O ctober 18, 2011  in  
co n ju n c tio n  w ith  IM C C ’ s M id -Y e a r  m ee tin g  in  P o in t C le a r , A lab am a ;

NO W THEREFORE BE IT RESOL VED:

T hat th e  In tersta te  M in in g  C o m p act C o m m iss io n  e x p re sse s  its  s in ce re  g ra titu d e  to

Dr. George Crozier

Issu ed  th is  19th d a y  o f  O ctober, 2011  

A T T E S T :

E x ecu tiv e  D irecto r

o
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F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t s

Interstate Mining Compact Commission 
Statement o f Financial Position for the Year Ended June 30, 2011

ASSETS

C ash S 1 3 ,76 5 .0 0

In vestm en ts 4 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

A cco u n ts  r e c e iv a b le 9 9 ,0 2 3 .0 0

P rep a id  e x p en se s  an d  d ep o s its 6 ,5 3 8 .0 0

P ro p erty  an d  eq u ip m en t, n et 1 ,5 3 4 .0 0

Total assets 5 2 0 .8 6 0 .0 0

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

L ia b il i t ie s :

A cc ru ed  v ac a tio n 3 8 ,6 4 3 .0 0

D eferred  ren t 5 ,3 1 6 .0 0

Total liabilities 4 3 ,9 5 9 .0 0

N et a s se ts :

U n re s tr ic ted 4 7 6 ,9 0 1 .0 0

Total net assets 4 7 6 ,9 0 1 .0 0

Total liabilities and net assets 5 2 0 .8 6 0 .0 0
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In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n  
S ta te m e n t  o f  A c t iv i t ie s  

F o r  th e  Y e a r  E n d e d  J u n e  30, 2011

F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t s

Unrestricted revenue and support

A sse ssm e n ts  $ 4 9 3 ,1 0 4

C o n fe ren ce s  an d  m ee tin g s  15 ,905

In te rest in co m e 5 ,6 36

O ther in co m e  75

T o ta l rev en u e  an d  sup port 5 1 4 ,7 2 0

Expenses

A d m in is tra t iv e  an d  g e n e ra l 5 0 3 ,1 1 8

T o ta l e x p en se s  5 0 3 ,1 1 8

Change in net assets 11 ,602

Net assets, beginning of year 4 6 5 ,2 9 9

Net assets, end of year  $4 76 .9 0 1

o
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In te r s ta te  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m is s io n  
S c h e d u le  o f  C o m p a r is o n  o f  E x p e n s e s  a n d  B u d g e t  

F o r  th e  Y e a r  E n d e d  J u n e  30, 2011

F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t s

Government Admin. &
Description Grants General Budget Variance 

Over fUndert

Salaries - $296,598 $297,000 $ (402)

Employee
benefits - 94,711 105,000 (10,289)

Rent - 39,671 34,400 5,271

Conference and 
meetings - 21,677 22,000 (323)

Travel - 17,998 20,000 (2,002)

Publications - 3,991 10,000 (6,009)

Telephone - 7,679 11,000 (3,321)

Auditing - 5,800 6,000 (200)

Postage - 1,540 3,000 (1,460)

Equipment
expenses - 1,719 1,500 219

Office supplies - 2,426 3,500 (1,074)

Other expenses - 2,761 2,600 161

Insurance - 2,186 4,500 (2,314)

Printing - 1,265 1,500 (235)

Registration
fees/
subscriptions _ 939 2,000 (1,061)

Utilities - 1,411 1,500 (89)

Depreciation - 746 - 746

Total expenses _ $ 503.118 $ 525,500 $(22,382)
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Member State Permitting Data
PERMITS ISSUED AND ACRES OF LAND DISTURBED AND RECLAIMED 

JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31,2011 FOR COAL SURFACE MINING

State/Enforcement Agency # Permits Issued # Acres 
Permitted

#Acres
Disturbed

# Acres Reclaimed

Alabama Surface Mining Commission 6 1,495 N/A 2,281

Alaska Dept, of Natural Resources 12 12,397 2,155 93

Arkansas Dept, of Environmental Quality, Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Division

7 689 536 15.93

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining & 
Safety, Coal Program

0 163,762 20,129 75'

Illinois Dept, of Natural Resources, Office of Mines 
& Minerals, Land Reclamation Division

5 2,960 1,604 296

Indiana Dept, of Natural Resources, Division of 
Reclamation

8 28,684.8 2 3,494.10 1 3,473.64

Kentucky Dept, for Natural Resources, Division of 
Mine Reclamation and Enforcement

653 105,278.83 246,699.41 4 8,960.41

Maryland Bureau of Mines5 12 627 2,776 107

Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Land 
Reclamation Program

0 0 122.4 261.8

New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Res. 
Dept., Coal Mine Reclamation Program6

0 0 598 0

North Dakota Public Service Commission 0 17,600 (via major 
revision)

2,530 1,210’

Ohio Dept, of Natural Resources, Division of 
Mineral Resources Management

40 19,381.2 57, 562.78 8 1,829.8 ’

Oklahoma Dept, of Mines 2 - permits 
63 - permits on IUL 

20 - revisions

23,348 10,507 1,546.10

Pennsylvania Dept, of Environmental Protection 78 9,896 8,441 4,456

Texas Railroad Commission 4 - new, renewals 
and revisions

13,445.3 10 6,820.6 " 5,179.3 12

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 0 - new 2011; 
30 - total active 

permits

2,877.86 - new in 
2011; 135,788.67 

- total of all 
permitted acres 11

.37 - new in 
2011; 3,404.87- 

total of all 
disturbed acres

5.95 (2011 phase 
III bond release)

Virginia Dept, of Mines, Minerals & Energy, 
Division of Mined Land Reclamation

21 (5 - new;
16 - transfers)

78,751.79 54,898.55; 
66,734.09 (acres 

bonded)

1,557.60; 
30,523.49 (total 

reclaimed)

West Virginia Dept, of Environmental Protection, 
Division of Mining and Reclamation

62 8,483(2011); 
300,186 (total)

N/A 6,127(2011 
released Phase HI)

Wyoming Dept, of Environmental Quality, Land 
Quality Division

1 443,780 (total); 
963 in 2011

150,611 (total) 67,823 (total)

See footnotes on following page...
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1 Acres reclaimed are those areas that were approved for final bond release.
2 Surface acres 2,406.2 + underground shadow acres 26,278.6 = 28,684.8 acres.
3 Acres mined 2,493.2 + acres disturbed 1,000.90 = 3,494.10.
4 Includes acres disturbed on operations permitted in previous years.
3 Number of acres permitted is the number of acres for which bond was posted during the reporting period. Number of acres disturbed is the 
number of actual disturbed acres that have not been approved for phase 3 release as of 12/31/2011. Number of acres reclaimed is the number of 
acres for which phase 3 release was approved during the reporting period.
6 The numbers shown are for permitting and mining/reclamation activity taking place during the calendar year 2011. These numbers do not 
represent cumulative acreage. Reclaimed lands means that full bond release has been approved.
’Acres reclaimed reflects the reclaimed acreage that was seeded in 2011 as reported on annual maps submitted by the mining companies.
' Total bonded acres as of 12/31/2011.
’ Phase ffl acres released 1/1/2011 - 12/31/2011.
10 Total permit acreage as of 12/31/2011 (309,939.79 acres) minus total permit acreage as of 1/1/2011 (296,494.49 acres) = 13,445.3 acres.
11 3,240.8 acres mined and 3,579.8 acres non-mined disturbed = 6,820.6 acres.
12 Phase III bond release approval (may not have been removed ffom permitted acreage).
13 In 2011 Utah allowed operators to adjust their permit areas. Some mines changed their permit area to just the area covered under bond 
(previously included the adjacent area) effectively reducing the permit acre totals, though Utah did not change the area the mine is responsible for.
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PERMITS ISSUED AND ACRES OF LAND DISTURBED AND RECLAIMED 
JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2011 FOR NONCOAL SURFACE MINING

o

State/Enforcement Agency # Permits Issued # Acres Permitted #Acres
Disturbed

# Acres Reclaimed

Alabama Department of Industrial Relations, 
Mining and Reclamation Division '

27 (new); 
350 (renewals)

10,835 20,800 21 mines, 
459 acres

Alaska Dept, of Natural Resources, Mining Section 289 376 290 125

Arkansas Dept, of Environmental Quality 258 22,194.122 13,505.841 63.5

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and 
Safety, Minerals Program

31 180,857 108,519 949 2

Illinois Dept, of Natural Resources, Office of Mines 
& Minerals, Land Reclamation Division

9 240 478 829

Indiana Dept, of Natural Resources, Division of 
Reclamation

6 501 10 (estimate) 0

Kentucky Dept, for Natural Resources, Division of 
Mine Reclamation and Enforcement

60 18,242.87 21,832.303 14.75

Maryland Minerals, Oil & Gas Division4 84 252.72 14,305.20 7,105.18

Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Land 
Reclamation Program

365 32,061 32,061 1,327

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural 
Resources Dept., Mining Act Reclamation Prog.5

44 94 336 626

New York State Dept, of Environmental 
Conservation, Div. of Mineral Resources

26 (new in 2011); 
2040 (total active)

145,963 (total) 8 59,519 (total)1 1,299(2011); 
33,628 (total)8

North Carolina Dept, of Environment & Natural 
Resources, Division of Land Resources

866 54,321 1,201 1,202

Ohio Dept, of Natural Resources, Division of 
Mineral Resources Management

23 1,245.1 1,942.21 7 717.2'

Oklahoma Dept, of Mines 9 133,396 54,521 1,106

Pennsylvania Dept, of Environmental Protection 86 1,461 1,813 269

South Carolina Dept, of Health and Environmental 
Control

33 893.3 347.5 336.6

Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation

11 4,948 (under bond) 3,761 (reported by 
operator)

213 (fall bond 
release)

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining, Minerals 
Regulatory Program

654 (total); 
34 (new)

65,940 (total); 
215 (new)

65,940 (total); 
215 (new)

791

Virginia Division of Mineral Mining 27 5,497.73 2,569.50 900.23

West Virginia Dept, of Environmental Protection, 
Division of Mining and Reclamation

4 208 (new);
11,462 (total)

0

Wyoming Dept, of Environmental Quality, Land 
Quality Division 10

88 (includes small 
operations)

589,890 (total); 
5,024 (new)

N/A N/A

O

See footnotes on following page...

2?
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1 The acreage disturbed does not include chert, limestone, marble or dolomite. Approximately 6,000 acres are disturbed at those mines.
2 Acres reclaimed are for those areas that were approved for final bond release.
3 Includes acres disturbed on operations permitted in previous years.
4 Number of acres permitted is the number of acres for which bond was posted during the reporting period. Number of acres disturbed is the 
number of actual disturbed acres that have not been approved for phase 3 release as of 12/31/2011. Number of acres reclaimed is the number of 
acres for which phase 3 release was approved during the reporting period.
5 The majority of permits issued represent exploration (15) or general permits (24). General permits include recreational miners. Does not include 
sand and gravel operations. Acres reclaimed means regrading a nd seeding has occurred, not necessarily bond release. The numbers shown are for 
permitting and mining/reclamation activity taking place during calendar year 2010. These numbers do not represent cumulative acreage. Permits 
issued include regular and minimal impact mines, exploration permits and general permits.
6 Total statewide acreage figures since New York State Mined Land Reclamation Law enacted in 1975.
7 Noncoal mineral acres bonded 1/1/2011 - 12/31/2011.
8IM-7 acres released 1/1/2011 - 12/31/2011.
9 Permits issued = 41 revisions = 64 transfers =15 limited use permits issued - 34 annual reviews of permits = 530 and permits on IUL = 747.
10 Noncoal minerals includes construction materials such as sand and gravel. The noncoal category also includes small mining operations limited 
to 10 acres.
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■

Member State Reclaimed Land Use Data

USE OF LAND FOLLOWING RECLAMATION (PERCENT) 
JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2011 FOR COAL SURFACE MINING

State Pasture Wildlife Forest Commercial Other

Alabama 0 3 0 0 97'

Alaska 0 100 0 0 0

Arkansas 0 0 0 100 0

Illinois 0.3 4.2 1.3 5.5 88.7 (cropland)

Indiana 4
(131.3 acres)

18
(630.7 acres)

5
(173.6 acres)

< 1 
(0.7 acres)

73 1
(2,537.34 acres)

Kentucky 27.6 51.6 17.1 1.1 2.6

Maryland 50 4 45 1 0

Missouri 94 2 0 2 2

North Dakota 31 2 1 5 59 (cropland); 
2 (olher)

Oklahoma 96 2 0 0 2 (water)

Pennsylvania2 30 5 50 2 13

Texas 50
(2,574.2 acres)

19
(997.2 acres)

26
(1,364.8 acres)

2 (71.8 acres) 
(commercial & 

industrial)

3 (171.3 acres) 
(water resources)

Utah 0 100 0 0 0

Virginia 7.58 (70.83 acres) 
(pasture, hayland & 

grazing)

6.50(0.70 acres) 
(includes fish, 

wildlife & wetlands)

50.82 
(475.15 acres)

5.33 
(49.79 acres) 
(industrial/ 

commercial)

35.58 
(332.67 acres)

West Virginia 11 11 66 2 10!

Wyoming 0 0 0 5 95 (rangeland & 
wildlife habitat)

' For coal “Other” land uses: 2,231.2 acres cropland (64%); 241.0 acres water (7%); 53.2 acres roads (2%); 11.3 acres residential (1%); 0.60 acres 
other (< 1%).
2 Use of land estimates are based on general observations of post-mining land use.
1 The 10% is made up of 1% rangeland and the rest are combined (two or more land uses on one permit).
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Member State Reclaimed Land Use Data

USE OF LAND FOLLOWING RECLAMATION (PERCENT) 
JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2011 FOR NONCOAL SURFACE MINING

State Pasture Wildlife Forest Commercial Other

Alabama 57 2 38 1 2

Alaska 0 100 0 0 0

Arkansas 27.5 63 0 0 9.5 (ponds)

Illinois 55 0 0 8 37 (cropland)

Indiana 3.2 (15.9 acres) 53.2 (266.55 acres) < 1 (2.14 acres) 0 1

Kentucky 70 1.7 15 3.3 10

Maryland 60 10 5 20 0

Missouri 12 38 0 32 18

New Mexico2 10 70 0 10 0

New York 1 70 0 4 25 3

North Carolina4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 100

Oklahoma 83 0 0 13 2

Pennsylvania6 10 5 10 15 60

South Carolina 45.3 
(152.3 acres)

0 1
(3.5 acres)

6
(20.1 acres)

47.7 
(160.1 acres)6

Tennessee 105 acres 0 53 acres 10 acres 45 acres

Utah 0 100 
(791 acres)

0 0 0

Virginia 33 54 10 2 1

West Virginia 12.5 25 12.5 25 25’

Wyoming 0 0 0 0 98

' Clay/Shale only: 24.44 acres cropland (4.9%), 191.9 acres water (38.3%), 0.07 acre road (< 1%).
2 The percentages for U se of Land Following Reclamation are for mined lands reclaimed in 2010.
3 Includes 16% agricultural farmland, 9% wetland/lake.
4 North Carolina Department of Natural Resources, Division of Land Resources does not collect post mining land use information.
5 Land use percentages are estimates based on observations.
6 160.1 acres reclaimed as lakes or ponds.
7 “Other” = 10% rangeland and the rest are combined (two or more land uses on one permit)
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2011 Kenes C. Bowling Reclamation Award Winners

2 0 1 1  W i n n e r s

T he fo llo w in g  c o m p an ie s  w e re  w in n e rs  o f  th e  C o m p ac t ’ s  2011  n a tio n a l re c lam a tio n  aw ard s  an d  w ere  
p re sen ted  w ith  p la q u e s  a t  th e  2011  aw ard s  b an q u e t:

Coal Category Winner:

Patriot Coal Company, LP -  Patriot Surface Mine (Kentucky)

Noncoal Category Winner:

Frozen Ropes Baseball Company -  Frozen Ropes Sports Park (New York)

2 0 1 1  H o n o r a b l e  M e n t io n  R e c i p i e n t

T he fo llo w in g  c o m p an y  re c e iv e d  re co g n itio n  as h o n o rab le  m en tio n  in  the C o m p ac t ’ s re c lam a tio n  aw ard s  
p ro g ram  an d  w a s  p re sen ted  w ith  a  c e rt if ic a te  a t  th e  2011  aw ard s  b an quet:

Coal Category:

Vigo Coal Operating Company, Inc. -  Friendship Mine (Illinois)
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2011 Minerals Education Award Winners
2 0 1 1  W i n n e r s

T h e  fo llo w in g  w e re  w in n e rs  o f  th e  C o m p ac t’ s  an n u a l m in e ra ls  ed u ca tio n  a w a rd s , w h ich  w ere  p resen ted  
d u r in g  th e  aw ard s  b an q u e t h e ld  in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  the 2011  A n n u a l M e e t in g  in  W h e e lin g , W est V irg in ia . 
T h e  m in in g  ed u ca to r  aw a re n e s s  a w a rd  is  p re sen ted  to a  te a c h e r  o r sch oo l from  one o f  the C o m p ac t’ s 
m em b er s ta te s . T he w in n e r  re c e iv e s  an  en g rav ed  p laq u e  an d  a  $ 5 0 0  a w a rd  to  go  to w ard  teach in g  
m a te r ia ls . T he p u b lic  o u treach  a w a rd  is  p resen ted  to an  in d u stry , en v iro n m en ta l, c it iz e n , or o ther group  
from  one o f  the C o m p ac t ’ s m em b er sta tes , o r to a  m em b er sta te  go v ern m en t b od y . T he p u b lic  o u treach  
a w a rd  w in n e r  is  p re sen ted  w ith  an  en g rav ed  p laq u e  o f  re co gn itio n .

Mining Educator Awareness Category Winner:

No award was presented in this category for 2011

Public Outreach Category Winner:

Alaska Resource Education (Alaska)

2 0 1 1  H o n o r a b l e  M e n t io n  R e c i p i e n t

Public Outreach Category Winner:

Lignite Energy Council (North Dakota)
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2011 IMCC Membership
Commissioner’s Official 

Commissioner Representative

Alabama

Governor G. Thomas Surtees
Robert J. Bentley Director

Department of 
Industrial Relations

Arkansas

Governor James F. Stephens
Mike Beebe Chief

Surface Mining and 
Reclamation Division

Illinois

Governor Marc Miller
Pat Quinn Director

Department of 
Natural Resources
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O Commissioner’s Official
Commissioner Representative

Indiana

Governor Ron McAhron
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. Deputy Director

Department of 
Natural Resources

Kentucky

Governor 
Steven L. Beshear

Dr. Leonard K. Peters 
Secretary 

Energy & Environment 
Cabinet

Louisiana

Governor Dale Bergquist
Bobby Jindal Chief, Surface Mining

Section 
Office of Conservation

o
—   M
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Commissioner Commissioner’s Official
Representative

Maryland

Governor 
Martin O’Malley

C. Edmon Larrimore 
Administrator 

Water Management 
Administration

Missouri

Governor 
Jay Nixon

Sara Parker Pauley 
Director 

Department of 
Natural Resources

New York
Photo
Not

Available

Governor 
Andrew Cuomo

Vacant
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Commissioner Commissioner’s Official
Representative

North Carolina

Governor James D. Simons
Beverly Eaves Perdue State Geologist & Director

Department of 
Environment and 
Natural Resources

North Dakota

Governor James R. Deutsch
Jack Dalrymple Director

Reclamation Division 
Public Service Commission

Ohio

Governor 
John R. Kasich

Jim Zehringer 
Director 

Department of Natural 
Resources
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O
Commissioner’s Official

Commissioner Representative

Oklahoma

Governor Robert A. Wegener
Mary Fallin Secretary of Energy

Pennsylvania

Governor 
Tom Corbett

J. Scott Roberts 
Deputy Secretary 

Department of 
Environmental Protection

South Carolina

Governor R. Craig Kennedy
Nikki Haley South Carolina

Mining Council

o
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Commissioner

Tennessee

Governor 
Bill Haslam

Texas

Governor 
Rick Perry

Virginia

Governor 
Robert F. McDonnell

Commissioner’s Official 
Representative

Robert J. Martineau, Jr. 
Commissioner 
Department of 

Environment and 
Conservation

Michael L. Williams 
Commissioner 

Railroad Commission 
of Texas

Bradley C. (Butch) 
Lambert 

Deputy Director 
Department of Mines, 
Minerals and Energy
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Commissioner Commissioner’s Official
Representative

West Virginia

Governor Randy Huffman
Earl Ray Tomblin Cabinet Secretary

Department of 
Environmental Protection

o

o
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2 0 1 1  A s s o c i a t e  M e m b e r  S t a t e s

Commissioner Commissioner’s Official 
Representative

Alaska

Governor 
Sean Parnell

Ed Fogels 
Deputy Commissioner 

Department of 
Natural Resources

Colorado
Photo
Not

Available

o
Governor 

John Hickenlooper
Loretta Pineda 

Director, Div. of 
Reclamation, Mining & 
Safety, Dept, of Natural 

Resources

New Mexico
Photo
Not

Available

Governor 
Susana Martinez

Vacant

o
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Commissioner Commissioner’s Official
Representative

Utah

Governor 
Gary R. Herbert

John Baza 
Director 

Division of Oil, Gas & 
Mining

Wyoming

Governor 
Matt Mead

John Corra 
Director 

Department of 
Environmental Quality

o
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2 0 1 2  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  T h e i r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

2 0 1 2  C o m m i s s i o n e r s

Indiana
G overnor M itc h e ll E. D an ie ls , J r . -  C h a irm an  

Texas
G overnor R ic k  P e r ry  -  V ic e  C h a irm an  

Illinois
G overnor P a t Q uinn  -  T reasu re r

Alabama
G overnor R o b ert J . B e n t le y  

Arkansas
G overnor M ik e  B eeb e  

Kentucky
G overnor S tev en  L . B e sh e a r  

Louisiana
G overn or B o b b y  J in d a l 

Maryland
G overnor M art in  O ’ M a lle y  

Missouri
G overnor J a y  N ixon  

New York
G overnor A n d rew  C uom o

North Dakota
G overnor J a c k  D a lrym p le

Ohio
G overnor Jo h n  R . K as ich

Oklahoma
G overnor M a ry  F a ll in

Pennsylvania
G overnor T om  C o rbett

South Carolina
G overnor N ik k i H a le y

Tennessee
G overnor B i l l  H as lam  

Virginia
G overnor R o b ert F. M cD o n n e ll

Associate Member States 

Alaska
G overnor S e an  P a rn e ll 

Colorado
G overnor Jo h n  H ick en lo o p e r 

Nevada
G overnor B r ia n  S an d o v a l 

New Mexico
G overnor S u san a  M art in ez  

Utah
G overnor G ary  R . H erbert 

Wyoming
G overnor M a tt M e a d

North Carolina
G overnor B e v e r ly  E aves  P erd u e

West Virginia
G overnor E arl R a y  T om b lin

o
±4
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C o m m is s io n e r ’s  O f f ic ia l  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  —  2 0 1 2

Alabama
G. T ho m as S u rtee s  
D irec to r
D ep artm en t o f  In d u stria l 
R e la t io n s

Arkansas
Ja m e s  S tep h en s 
C h ie f
S u rfa c e  M in in g  an d  
R e c lam a tio n  D iv is io n  
D ep artm en t o f  
E n v iro n m en ta l Q u a lity

Illinois
M a rc  M il le r  
D irecto r
D ep artm en t o f  N atu ra l 
R e so u rces

Indiana
R o n  M cA h ro n  
D ep u ty  D irecto r 
D ep artm en t o f  N atu ra l 
R e so u rces

Kentucky
L eo n ard  K . P ete rs  
S e c re ta ry
E n e rg y  an d  E nv ironm en t 
C ab in e t

Louisiana
V acan t

Maryland
C . E dm on L arr im o re  
P ro g ram  M a n a g e r  
D ep artm en t o f  the 
E nv ironm en t 
M in in g  P ro gram

Missouri
S a ra  P a rk e r  P a u le y  
D irec to r
D ep artm en t o f  N atu ra l 
R e so u rces

New York
V acan t

North Carolina
J a m e s  D. S im o n s 
S ta te  G eo lo g is t an d  D irecto r 
D iv is io n  o f  L an d  R eso u rces  
D ep artm en t o f  E nv ironm ent 
an d  N atu ra l R eso u rces

North Dakota
J a m e s  R . D eutsch  
D irecto r, R ec lam a tio n  
D iv is io n
P u b lic  S e rv ic e  C o m m iss io n  

Ohio
D av id  M u stin e  
D irecto r
D ep artm en t o f  N atu ra l 
R e so u rce s

Oklahoma
R o b ert A . W eg en e r  
S e c re ta ry  o f  E n ergy

Pennsylvania
Jo h n  F. S te fan ko  
D ep u ty  S e c re ta ry  fo r A c tiv e  
an d  A b an d o n ed  M in e  
O p eration s

South Carolina
R . C ra ig  K en n ed y  
So u th  C a ro lin a  M in in g  
C o u n c il

Tennessee
R o b ert J . M a rt in e a u , Jr. 
C o m m iss io n e r  
D ep artm en t o f  E nv ironm ent 
an d  C o n serv a tio n

Texas
D av id  J . P o rter 
C o m m iss io n e r
R a ilro a d  C o m m iss io n  o f  T ex as

Virginia
B u tch  L am b ert 
D ep u ty  D irecto r 
D ep artm en t o f  M in e s , M in e ra ls  
and  E n ergy

West Virginia
R a n d y  H u ffm an  
C ab in e t S e c re ta ry  
D ep artm en t o f  E nv iron m en ta l 
P ro tec tio n

Associate Member States

Alaska
E d F o g e ls
D ep u ty  C o m m iss io n e r  
D ep artm en t o f  N atu ra l R eso u rces

Colorado
L o re tta  P in ed a  
D irec to r
D iv is io n  o f  R ec lam a tio n , M in in g  
&  S a fe ty
D ep artm en t o f  N a tu ra l R eso u rces

Nevada
A la n  R . C o yn er
A d m in is tra to r
D iv is io n  o f  M in e ra ls
4 0 0  W . K in g  S tree t , S u ite  106
C arso n  C ity , N V  89703

New Mexico
V acan t

Utah
Jo h n  B a z a
A sso c ia te  D irecto r, M in in g  
U tah  D iv is io n  o f  O il, G as &  
M in in g

Wyoming
Jo h n  C o rra  
D irecto r
D ep artm en t o f  E nv iron m en ta l 
Q u a lity
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In te rs ta te  M in in g  C om pact Commission
W ho We Are
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Governing
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Presentations
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Site Map
Contact

Welcome

T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n  is a m u l t i - s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c y  /  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  a n d  r e l a t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  in t e r e s t s  o f  its m e m b e r  s t a t e s .  F i r s t  e n v i s i o n e d  in 1 9 6 4 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
c a m e  in to  e x i s t e n c e  in 1 9 7 0  w i t h  t h e  e n t r y  o f  its f i r s t  f o u r  s t a t e s .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,
1 9  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e s  h a v e  e n a c t e d  l e g is l a t io n  b r in g i n g  t h e m  in to  t h e  C o m p a c t ,  a n d  6  
a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r s  a s  t h e y  p u r s u e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ic h  w i l l  m a k e  t h e m  fu l l  m e m b e r s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  its 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  in t h e  N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  s u b u r b s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  in 1 9 8 8 .  T h e  
s t a t e s  a r e  o f f ic ia l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e i r  G o v e r n o r s  w h o  s e r v e  a s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o p e r a t e s  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  c o m m i t t e e s  c o m p o s e d  o f  d u ly  a p p o i n t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  f r o m  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n .

IMCC Staff

G r e g o r y  E. C o n r a d  -  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

B e t h  A .  B o ts is  - D i r e c t o r  o f  P r o g r a m s  

P h y l l is  P l u m m e r  -  B o o k k e e p e r

I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5 - A  C a r l i s l e  D r i v e  | H e r n d o n ,  V A  2 0 1 7 0 T e l . 7 0 3 . 7 0 9 . 8 6 5 4  I F a x . 7 0 3 . 7 0 9 . 8 6 5 5

www .imcc .isa .us/index .html 1/1



1/18/13 Interstate Mining Compact Commission

In te rs ta te  M in in g  Com pact Commission
Who We Are
W hat We Do

Member States

Publications
Governing
Document

COALEX Inform ation

COALEX Topical List
Conference In fo

IM CC Meeting and 
Workshop  

Presentations
Awards

Links
Site Map

Contact

What We Do

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  e x e r c i s e s  s e v e r a l  p o w e r s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  a r e  
o f  a s t u d y ,  r e c o m m e n d a t o r y  o r  c o n s u l t a t i v e  n a t u r e .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d o e s  n o t  
p o s s e s s  r e g u l a t o r y  p o w e r s ,  a s  s o m e  C o m p a c t s  d o .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  p r o v i d e s  a 
f o r u m  f o r  i n t e r s t a t e  a c t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o n  is s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n  to  t h e  m e m b e r  
s t a t e s .  I t  is t h e  p o t e n t i a l  to  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  e a c h  
s t a t e ' s  m i n e r a l  w e a l t h  t h r o u g h  e f f e c t i v e  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  d r a w s  m a n y  o f  
t h e  s t a t e s  t o g e t h e r  in t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  w o r k .  G i v e n  t h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s e n s i t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th is  o b j e c t i v e ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  w o r k  is d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  is s u e s  
n a t u r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th is  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  is t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a l u e  a n d  
c l o u t  t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  " c o m p a c t i n g "  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  a s t r o n g ,  u n i t e d  
v o i c e  t h a t  c a n  m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e  in e a c h  s t a t e 's  e f f o r t s  to  i m p l e m e n t  e f f e c t i v e  
r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w il l  c o n s e r v e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s e c u r e  a v i b r a n t  
s t a t e  ( a n d  t h u s  n a t i o n a l )  m i n e r a l  e c o n o m y .

In itiatives

•  L ia is o n  w i th  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  C o n g r e s s
•  M o n i t o r in g  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t s
•  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  p o s i t io n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

o n  F e d e r a l  r u l e m a k i n g s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e g is l a t io n
•  I n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n
•  C o a l i t io n  b u i ld in g  w i t h  r e l a t e d  S t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
•  I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  i n d u s t r y  g r o u p s
•  P u b l ic  m i n i n g  a n d  m i n e r a l s  e d u c a t i o n  o u t r e a c h e s

Issues pursued by IMCC

•  R e g u l a t o r y  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  is s u e s  a r i s in g  u n d e r  t h e  S u r f a c e  M in in g  C o n t r o l  
a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  A c t  ( S M C R A )  s u c h  a s :  p r i m a c y ,  f e d e r a l  o v e r s i g h t ,  
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  t h e  A p p l i c a n t / V i o l a t o r  S y s t e m ,  b o n d i n g ,  c i t i z e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
a c id  m i n e  d r a i n a g e ,  n a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g y  t r a n s f e r ,  m i n e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  c o a l  
a s h ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s

•  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  c o a l  c o m b u s t i o n  a n d  m i n e  w a s t e s  u n d e r  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c o v e r y  A c t  ( R C R A )

•  R e f o r m  o f  t h e  1 8 7 2  M in in g  L a w
•  R e g u l a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  C l e a n  W a t e r  A c t ,  in c lu d in g  s t a t e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  g r o u n d w a t e r  a n d  s t o r m w a t e r  r e g u l a t i o n
•  I n a c t i v e  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  m i n e  r e c l a m a t i o n
•  U n d e r g r o u n d  M in e  M a p p i n g
•  F in a n c i a l  a s s u r a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

R e s p o n s e ,  C o m p e n s a t i o n ,  a n d  L ia b i l i ty  A c t  ( C E R C L A )
•  T e c h n o l o g y  T r a n s f e r
•  M in e  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  I s s u e s
•  Z o n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  l a n d  u s e  r e s t r i c t io n s

Committees

•  A b a n d o n e d  M in e  L a n d s  ( A M L )  a n d  R e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  A M L  P r o g r a m  
u n d e r  S M C R A

•  A w a r d s
•  E d u c a t i o n  W o r k  G r o u p
•  F i n a n c e  &  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
•  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s ,  C o a l  S e c t i o n
•  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s ,  N o n c o a l  S e c t i o n
•  M in e  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h
•  R e s o lu t io n s

P h o to s  o f  A c tiv e  M ining  a n d  R e c la m a t io n  o f  o n e  s i t e :
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Russ & Sons, Inc. 
Russ and Sons 
No.l Mine, 
Sebastian County, 
Greenwood, 
Arkansas (Active 
Mining ).
April 18, 1990

Russ & Sons, Inc. 
Russ and Sons 
No.l Mine, 
Sebastian County, 
Greenwood, 
Arkansas 
(Reclamation). 
June 15, 1993

S e e  M o r e  P h o t o s . . .
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Interstate Mining Compact Background

T h e  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  is o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b a s ic  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  in t h e  N a t i o n .  O u r  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  o u r  h o m e s  
d e p e n d  o n  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  m i n i n g .  Y e t  it is a ls o  t r u e  t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  m i n i n g  
o p e r a t i o n s  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  o u r  l a n d  a n d  o n  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  
o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e r e  is a n  u r g e n t  n e e d  to  f in d  i m p r o v e d  m e a n s  o f  t u r n i n g  m i n e d  
l a n d s  to  t h e i r  m o s t  u s e f u l  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  to  f in d  w a y s  o f  r e d u c i n g  t h e  u n d e s i r a b l e  
e f f e c t s  o f  m i n in g  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  a n d  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  n e c e s s a r y  
p r o g r a m s  s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h  d u e  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  l a n d  a n d  
o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  u s e r s ,  in c lu d in g  h o m e o w n e r s ,  m i n g  a n d  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
r e c r e a t i o n s i s t s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic .

G o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t io n  to  a s s i s t  m i n i n g  in d u s t r i e s  in t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  b e c o m e  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  in t h e i r  m e t h o d s ,  t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  y i e l d s  a t  l o w e r  c o s t s ,  a l s o  is in t h e  
p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t .  S u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  a n d  s h o u ld  g o  h a n d  in h a n d  w i t h  p r o g r a m s  
a i m e d  a t  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  m i n e d  l a n d .

I n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  p r o g r a m s  o f  l a n d  a n d  
o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  c o p e  w i th  
t h e  s u r f a c e  e f f e c t s  o f  m i n i n g .  T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  w o u l d  n o t  s h i f t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s u c h  p r o g r a m s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s t a t e s  a c t i n g  s i n g ly  w i t h o u t  
r e f e r e n c e  to  a c t io n s  in  o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  l a b o r  u n d e r s e r i o u s  h a n d i c a p s  in m o u n t i n g  
d e s i r a b l e  p r o g r a m s .  W h i l e  p h y s i o g r a p h i c ,  c l i m a t i c  a n d  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in 
d e n s i t y  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  v a r y i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  m a k e  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  r ig id ,  s i n g le  s t a n d a r d s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  f u n d a m e n t a l  e q u i t y  w o u l d  b e  
s e r v e d  b y  m a k i n g  i t  p o s s ib l e  f o r  in d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s  to  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  in 
s u c h  a w a y  t h a t  t h o s e  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  a c t u a l l y  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d  b e  
a f f o r d e d  s i m i l a r  t y p e s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  b e  s u b j e c t e d  to  c o m p a r a b l e  r e g u l a t o r y  
p a t t e r n s .  T h e r e  is m u c h  t h a t  a n  i n s t e r s t a t e  a g e n c y  l i k e  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  
C o m m i s s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  th is  c o m p a c t  c o u ld  d o  to  d e v e l o p  a n d  p o o l  e x p e r i e n c e  
in d e a l i n g  w i t h  m i n i n g  p r o b l e m s .

T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  c o u ld  d o  m u c h  to  o v e r c o m e  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  j u s t  
o u t l i n e d .  T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  C o m p a c t  t o  C o n s e r v e  O i l  a n d  G a s  ( in  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  
f o r  a b o u t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  n o w  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in b y  v i r u t a l l y  e v e r y  o i ld  a n d  g a s  
p r o d u c i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ) ,  s u g g e s t s  s o m e  o f  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
t h a t  m i g h t  r e s u l t  f r o m  i n t e r s t a t e  e f f o r t s  in t h e  f ie ld  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  o f  so l id  
s u b s t a n c e s .  " T h e  f o r m  s t a t u t e  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  oil a n d  g a s , "  a n d  t h e  m a n y  
o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  O il  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a n  
i n c e a s i n g  d e g r e e  o f  c o m p a r a b i l i t y  in to  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
oil a n d  n a t u r a l  g a s .  A ls o ,  t h a t  C o m m i s s i o n  s e r v e s  a s  a f o r u m  f o r  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  
u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  in its f ie ld  o f  i n t e r e s t .  W h i l e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  a n  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  
C o m p a c t  a s  h e r e  e n v i s a g e d  w o u l d  b e  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  O i l  a n d  
G a s  C o m p a c t ,  a n d  w h i l e  its f o r m a t  b e a r s  o n l y  s l ig h t  r e s e m b l a n c e  to  t h e  O i l  a n d  
G a s  C o m p a c t ,  its b a s ic  a p p r o a c h  is t h e  s a m e .  B y  a d o p t i n g  t h e  c o m p a c t ,  s t a t e s  
w o u l d  o b l i g a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  u n d e r t a k e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p r o g r a m s .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  b o d y  w i t h  r o o t s  in e a c h  o f  t h e  p a r t y  s t a t e s  a n d  a n  a b i l i t y  
to  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  k n o w l e d g e  w o u l d  b e  p la c e d  in o p e r a t i o n .

T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  h a d  its b e g i n n i n g s  in 1 9 6 4 .  I n  A p r i l  o f  t h a t  y e a r  in 
R o a n o k e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t s  h e ld  a c o n f e r e n c e  o n  s u r f a c e  
m i n i n g ,  a t t e n d e d  b y  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c ia ls ,  b y  
m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  b y  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s .  I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  th is  
m e e t i n g ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  G o v e r n o r s '  C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h a t  F a l l ,  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t s  to  a s s is t  t h e  s t a t e s  in d e v e l o p i n g o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m p a c t s  to  d e a l  
w ith  s u r f a c e  m i n i n g  p r o b l e m s .  T h e s e  in i t i a t i v e s  le d  to  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  a d o p t i o n  in 
m a n y  s t a t e s  o f  s t r e n g t h e n e d  la w s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  s u r f a c e  m i n i n g ;  a n d  
to  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e s e  i n t r a - s t a t e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  w a s  
d r a f t e d  a n d  b e c a m e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  o f  
1 9 9 6 .

T h e  C o m p a c t ,  A rtic le  b y  A rtic le
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I t  m a y  b e  h e lp f u l  to  p r e s e n t  a b r i e f  a r t i c l e - b y - a r t i d e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m p a c t .  In  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n u m b e r  o f  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  a p p e a r  r a t h e r  c r y p t i c  in s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  
c a n  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  in o r d e r  to  s u p p l y  a f u l l e r  id e a  o f  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  b e h i n d  k e y  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o m p a c t ' s  t e n  a r t i c le s .

Article I  -  "Findings and Purposes"
T h is  p r o v i d e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e t t in g  f o r  t h e  c o m p a c t .  I t  p u ts  in to  l a n g u a g e  c u s t o m a r y  
f o r  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  to  b e  e m p l o y e d  in 
i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  p o l i c ie s  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  c o m p a c t  a n d  its o b j e c t i v e s .

Article I I  -  "Definitions"
W i t h  o n l y  t w o  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s  u s e d  in t h e  c o m p a c t  s h o u ld  b e  
t a k e n  in t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  d i c t i o n a r y  m e a n i n g s .  T h e  w o r d s  " m i n i n g "  a n d  " S t a t e "  a r e  
s p e c i a l l y  d e f i n e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  C o m p a c t .

T h e  d e f i n i t io n  o f  " m i n i n g "  in c lu d e s  m o r e  t h a n  s u r f a c e  m i n i n g  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  w o u ld  
p r o b a b l y  b e  i n c lu d e d  in m i n i n g  a s  s o m e t i m e s  c o n c e i v e d .  W h i l e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  
e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  id e n t i f i e d  a s  e f f e c t s  o f  
s u r f a c e  m i n i n g  p r o c e s s e s ,  a l l  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  h a v e  s o m e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  f o r  c o m p a c t  p u r p o s e s ,  m i n i n g  is d e f i n e d  in s u c h  a w a y  a s  to  in c lu d e  
t h e  s u r f a c e  e f f e c t s  o f  a n y  k i n d  o f  m i n i n g  w i th in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  c o m p a c t .  I f  t h e  
I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m m i s s i o n  w e r e  a r e g u l a t o r y  o r  l a w  m a k i n g  b o d y ,  th is  n o v e l  
d e f i n i t io n  c o u ld  r a i s e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s c o p e .  H o w e v e r ,  in v i e w  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e l y  r e c o m m e n d a t o r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C o m m i s s i o n ,  i t  h a s  s e e m e d  
d e s i r a b l e  to  p e r m i t  a w i d e  s c o p e  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  c o m p a c t .

A ls o ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t io n  o f  " m i n in g "  is b r o a d  e n o u g h  to  in c lu d e  
q u a r r y i n g  a n d  e x c a v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s .  S u c h  
o p e r a t i o n s  c a n  p r e s e n t  t h e  s a m e  k i n d s  o f  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  e f f e c t s  o n  la n d  
a n d  w a t e r  s u r f a c e  a s  so  o p e r a t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  in f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  m o r e  
c o m m o n l y  u n d e r s t o o d  to  b e  m i n i n g .

B o th  d e e p  m i n i n g  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  s u r f a c e  m i n i n g  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  H o w e v e r ,  
c e r t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r g r o u n d  a r e  n o t  m e a n t  to  b e  e n c o m p a s s e d ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  n o  d e m o n s t r a b l e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
s u r f a c e  s u b s i d e n c e ,  u n d e r g r o u n d  m i n e  f i r e s ,  a n d  t h e  d e p o s i t  o f  w a s t e s  a b o v e  
g r o u n d  ( w h e t h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s u r f a c e  o r  d e e p  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s )  d o  h a v e  
e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  d e f i n i t io n  o f  " m i n in g "  in t h e  c o m p a c t  
w o u l d  c o v e r  t h e m .

" S t a t e "  o b v i o u s l y  m e a n s  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  f i f t y  s t a t e s .  I n  o r d e r  to  o p e n  t h e  c o m p a c t  
to  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  P u e r t o  R ico  a n d  t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  t h e  w o r d  
is s p e c i a l l y  d e f i n e d .

Article I I I  -  "State Programs"
E a c h  o f  t h e  p a r t y  s t a t e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  in f i e ld s  r e l a t e d  
to  t h e  c o m p a c t .  T h e  o n ly  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  a g e n c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  
c o m p a c t  is to  s t u d y  a n d  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  m i n i n g ,  a s  d e f i n e d  
b y  t h e  c o m p a c t ,  a n d  to  s t u d y  a n d  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  to  a s s i s t  t h e  
m i n i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  to  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  t e c h n i q u e s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  it is t h o u g h t  
e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  e a c h  p a r t y  s t a t e  o b l i g a t e  i t s e l f  to  u n d e r t a k e  p r o g r a m s  in t h e  k e y  
a r e a s  to  w h i c h  it a p p l i e s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  in  th is  a r t i c l e .  I t  w i l l  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
e m p h a s i s  is o n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  to  a c c o m p l i s h  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s .  I n  c e r t a i n  in s t a n c e s ,  
v o l u n t a r y  m e a s u r e s  o f  n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t i e s  m a y  b e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
a c c o m p l i s h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  o b j e c i v e s ;  in o t h e r s ,  l a w  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a 
r e g u l a t o r y  o r  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  a n d  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r e v a i l i n g  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m  m a y  b e  u s e d  in d i f f e r i n g  c o m b i n a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  th is  a r t i c l e d  is a p l e d g e  
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e s  w il l  h a v e  p r o g r a m s  a d e q u a t e  to  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  c o m p a c t .

Article IV  -  "Powers"
T h is  a r i t c le  e n u m e r a t e s  a n u m b e r  o f  p o w e r s  w h i c h  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  
C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e x e r c i s e .  A ll  o f  t h e m  a r e  o f  a s t u d y ,  r e c o m m e n d a t o r y  o r  
c o n s u l t a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h i s  i m p l e m e n t s  o n e  o f  t h e  b a s ic  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  c o m p a c t ,  
a n d  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r m u l a t e s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e x p e r t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t h o u g h t  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  in d i v i d u a l  p r o g r a m s .

Article V -  "The Commission"
A l t h o u g h  th is  a r t i c le  is l e n g h t y ,  m o s t  o f  its  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  o f  a m o r e  o r  le s s  r o u t i n e
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c h a r a c t e r  a n d  d e a l  w i th  t h e  i n t e r n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  
C o m m i s s i o n ' s  d a y - b y - d a y  a f f a i r s .  T w o  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  m e r i t  s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  a r e  t h e  a c t u a l  c r e a t i o n  a n d  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  it.

T h e  G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  s t a t e s  a r e  to  b e  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  T h i s  m e a n s  o n e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r  f r o m  e a c h  p a r t y  s t a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  it  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  to  
p r o v i d e  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b y  a G o v e r n o r ' s  a l t e r n a t e ,  
w h e n  t h e  G o v e r n o r  h i m s e l f  c o u ld  n o t  c a r r y  o u t  h is  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in c o m p a c t  w o r k  
in p e r s o n .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  th is  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  a r t i c le  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  in e a c h  
p a r t y  s t a t e  a n  a d v i s o r y  b o d y  to  c o u n s e l  t h e  G o v e r n o r  in m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  
c o m p a c t .  T h o s  b o d y  m u s t  in c lu d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  m i n in g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  in t e r e s t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l ic  a n d  p r i v a t e  in t e r e s t s .  W h i l e  t h e  p r e c i s e  
c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  o t  th is  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  is a m a t t e r  f o r  e a c h  s t a t e  to  
c o n s i d e r  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  in its o w n  w a y ,  S e c t i o n  2  o f  t h e  S u g g e s t e d  E n a b l in g  A c t  
w h ic h  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  c o m p a c t  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s u l t e d  f o r  a n  i l l u s t r a t io n  o f  w h a t  
m i g h t  b e  d o n e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l in e s .  I n  o r d e r  to  a s s u r e  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ' s  w o r k  o n  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  th is  a d v i s o r y  b o d y ,  t h e  
a r t i c l e  a ls o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  a l t e r n a t e  b e  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  a d v i s o r y  
b o a r d .

T h e  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  c o n t a i n e d  in th is  a r t i c l e  a r e  d i v i d e d  in to  t w o  p a r t s .  T h e  n e t  
e f f e c t  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  ( a s s u m i n g  a m e m b e r s h i p  o f  f i f t y - f o u r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s )  w o u l d  b e  
to  r e q u i r e  t w e n t y - e i g h t  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e s  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i e d  
i m p o r t a n t  a c t io n s  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o r  
t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  s t u d i e s ,  a n d  to  r e q u i r e  o n l y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  
p r e s e n t  a n d  v o t i n g  o n  m o r e  r o u t i n e  b u s in e s s .

Article V I -  "Advisory, Technical, and Regional Committees"
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  in t e r e s t s  a n d  c o m m o d i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  in v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  
m i n i n g  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  m i n e d  l a n d s ,  i t  is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  a n y  a g e n c y ,  h o w e v e r  e x p e r t  
o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  c o u ld  c o n t a i n  w i t h in  its  o w n  m e m b e r s h i p  a l l  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w h ic h  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m m i s s i o n  
w il l  h a v e  to  c o n s i d e r .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  th is  a r t i c l e  g i v e s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a u t h o r i t y  to  
a s s e m b l e  a n d  u s e  a d v i s o r y ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  a n d  r e g i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  w i d e s t  
p o s s ib l e  s c o p e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s t r u c t u r e  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  th is  a r t i c le  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  
a d v i s o r y  g r o u p s  r e q u i r e d  b y  A r t i c l e  V  p r o v i d e  t w o  m e a n s  o f  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  w il l  h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  v i e w s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a l l  r e l e v a n t  
s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

Article V I I  -  "Finance"
T h e  b a s ic  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m m i s s i o n  is to  c o m e  f r o m  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  p a r t y  s t a t e s .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  it is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  f r o m  a n y  
s i n g le  s t a t e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  l a r g e .  T h e  a r t i c l e  c o n t a i n s  a f o r m u l a  f o r  t h e  
a p p o r t i o n m e n t  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u e s t s .  I n  p a r t  th is  f o r m u l a  is d e p e n d e n t  o n  a 
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  r e l a t i v e  v a l u e s  o f  o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  s o l id  m a t t e r  m i n e d  in t h e  p a r t y  
s t a t e s .  I n  m a k i n g  s u c h  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d  to  u s e  p u b l ic ly  
a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  U . S .  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s  a n d  
o f  M i n e s  n o w  p u b l is h  d a t a  o f  th is  s o r t .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  " M i n e r a l s  Y e a r b o o k "  o f  t h e  
B u r e a u  o f  M i n e s  c o n t a i n s  s t a t e - b y - s t a t e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  k i n d  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  u s e d .  
T h e  a r t i c l e  a ls o  c o n t a in s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  p o w e r ,  c o n f e r r e d  e l s e w h e r e  in t h e  
c o m p a c t ,  to  a c c e p t  g i f ts  a n d  g r a n t s  to  a id  its w o r k .  T h e  a r t i c l e  a ls o  c o n t a i n s  a u d i t  
a n d  a c c o u n t i n g  s a f e g u a r d s .

Article V I I I  -  "Entry In to  Force and W ithdrawal"
A d o p t i o n  b y  f o u r  s t a t e s  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  b r in g  t h e  c o m p a c y  in to  e f f e c t .  
W i t h d r a w a l  b y  a s t a t e  is p o s s ib l e  u p o n  e n a c t m e n t  o f  a  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  c o m p a c t  a n d  
o n e  y e a r ' s  n o t ic e  to  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h is  n o t ic e  p r o v i s i o n  is d e s i g n e d  to  g i v e  t h e  
o t h e r  p a r t y  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a d j u s t  c o m p a c t  a c t i v i t i e s  
in a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h e  n e w  s i t u a t i o n .

Article IX  -  "Effect on Other Laws"
S i n c e  t h e  c o m p a c t  o p e r a t e s  in a f ie ld  w h e r e  t h e r e  is a l r e a d y  m u c h  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
th is  a r t i c l e  g i v e s  s p e c i f ic  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  s t a t u t e s  a r e  i m p a i r e d  
o r  r e p e a l e d  b y  im p l i c a t i o n .

Article X -  "Construction and Severability"
T h is  is a t e c h n i c a l  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  l a n g u a g e .
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A l a b a m a
A r k a n s a s
I l l i n o is
I n d i a n a
K e n t u c k y
L o u is ia n a
M a r y l a n d
M is s o u r i
N e w  Y o r k
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a
N o r t h  D a k o t a
O h io
O k l a h o m a
P e n n s y l v a n i a
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a
T e n n e s s e e
T e x a s
V i r g i n i a
W e s t  V i r g i n i a

A s s o c ia te  M e m b e r S t a t e s

A l a s k a  
C o l o r a d o  
N e v a d a  
N e w  M e x ic o  
U t a h
W y o m i n g

M e m b e r S ta te  C o n ta c t In fo rm a tio n

T h e  I M C C  M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r y  w i t h  s t a t e  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  
h e r e :  M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r y

B e n e fits  o f M e m b e rsh ip

N e w s l e t t e r  -  " T h e  C o m p a c t "
A n n u a l  N a t i o n a l  R e c l a m a t i o n  A w a r d s  P r o g r a m  
A n n u a l  N a t i o n a l  M i n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  A w a r d s  P r o g r a m  
S p e c i a l  I n f o r m a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  a n d  R e p o r t s  
A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  
M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r y  
A n n u a l  a n d  M i d - W i n t e r  M e e t i n g s
I n t e r a c t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i th  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia ls
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STATES= DUES ASSE SSM E N TS 
F ISC A L  Y E A R S 2014 AND 2015 

(Based on 2011 U .S. G eological S u rvey  and  2010 E nergy  Inform ation  A dm in istration

S ta te Total Coal 
Dollar Value
( l housands)

Total Noncoal 
Dollar Value 
(Thousands)

Total Coal & 
Noncoal 
Dollar V alue 
(Thousands)

% Production Equal Shares 
o f $539,500

Pro-Rata
Shares

2 Y ear Total 
Shares

1 Year (or 
50% )

Alabam a 1,715,656 964,000 2,679,656 5.6 28,394 30,212 58,606 29,303

Arkansas 1,120 771,000 772,120 1.6 28,394 8,632 37,026 18,513

Illinois 1,612,473 894,000 2,506,473 5.2 28,394 28,054 56,448 28,224

Indiana 1,504,060 772,000 2,276,060 4.8 28,394 25,896 54,290 27,145

Kentucky 6,385,590 836,000 7,221,590 15.1 28,394 81,465 109,859 54,929

Louisiana 78,900 498,000 576,900 1.2 28,395 6,474 34,869 17,434

M aryland 87,689 276,000 363,689 0.8 28,395 4,316 32,711 16,356

M issouri 10,992 2,220,000 2,230,992 4.7 28,395 25,356 53,751 26,878

New York N/A 1,140,000 1,400,000 2.4 28,395 12,948 41,343 20,672

North
Carolina N/A 883,000 883,000 1.9 28,395 10,250 38,645 19,323

North Dakota 421,787 98,000 520,187 1.0 28,395 5,395 33,791 16,895

Ohio 1,153,673 1,160,000 2,313,673 4.9 28,395 26,435 54,830 27,415

Oklahoma 57,519 749,000 806,519 1.7 28,395 9,171 37,566 18,783

Pennsylvania 3,662,648 1,590,000 5,252,648 11.1 28,395 59,884 8,2797 44,141

South Carolina
N/A 502,000 502,000 1.0 28,395 5,395 33,791 16,895



Tennessee 118,281 848,000 966,281 2.0 28,395 10,790 39,185 19,592

Texas 832,754 2,810,000 3,642,754 7.6 28,395 41,002 69,397 34,698

V irgin ia 2,203,678 1,030,000 3,233,678 6.8 28,395 36,686 65,081 32,540

W est V irgin ia 9,476,073 350,000 9,826,073 20.6 28,395 111,137 139,532 69,766 
(Due to the 
cap, W V  w ill 
only pay 
$56,790)

Totals 29,322,293 18,396,100 47,718,293 100.0 539,500 539,500 1,079,000 539,500

These proposed dues assessments are based on the Compact=s projected budgets for F iscal Y ears 2014 and 2015. This dues formula was approved by action o f 
the Commission in 1991, as amended in 2008. Member states should use these proposed assessment figures when planning their state budgets for F iscal Years 
2014 and 2015.

Associate Member Dues Assessments: 4  x $7,500 and 1 x $10,000 = $40,000. Associate members are: AK, CO, NM, UT and W Y.

The calculation is as follows: Projected budgeted expenses for FY 2014 ($591 ,200) + projected budgeted expenses for FY 2015 ($616,500) = Total projected 
two-year budgeted expenses o f $1,207,700. (See respective projected budgets for F iscal Y ears 2014 and 2015 for details.) Subtract from this projected two-year 
budgeted expense amount o f $1,207,700 projected Aother@ income o f $97,500 (1 associate member state @ $10,000 for two years; 1 associate member state @ 
$7,500 for one year and $10,000 for one year; and 4 associate member states @ $7,500 for two years); registration fees ($12,500 per year for two years); and 
interest income ($3,000 per year for two years) for a  total dues assessment need o f $1,079,200 ($1,207 ,700- $128,500), which is divided by two fiscal years for 
an average o f  $539,500 per fiscal year B the figure used in the above chart to calculate individual dues assessments for member states.

Based on the dues assessment cap approved by the Commission o f two tim es the equal share amount (2 x  $28,395), the cap for F iscal Y ears 2014 and 2015 is 
$56,790. No state w ill pay more than this amount. Any excess amount is to be covered by the IMCC reserve. The excess amount for these two fiscal years (in 
the case o f W est V irgin ia) w ill be $12,976 per year.



Testimony of Gregory E. Conrad. Executive Director. Interstate Mining 
Compact Commission before the Senate Finance Committee re SB 2 -  
February 27. 2013

Good morning. M y name is Gregory Conrad and I serve as Executive 

Director of the Interstate Mining Compact Commission. I appreciate 

the opportunity to testify today in support of S.B. 2, a bill to authorize 

the state of Alaska to join the Compact as a full member state. As you 

know, Alaska has been an associate member of the Compact since 

2006, during which time the state has had an opportunity to learn more 

about the benefits and services that IMCC provides to its member 

states. I believe you will hear [have heard] directly from a 

representative of the Department of Natural Resources about Alaska's 

experience to date, which I understand has been very positive. It is 

based on this experience that the state has chosen to move forward 

with the legislation that is necessary to bring the state into the 

Compact as a full member.

In today's legislative and regulatory climate in Washington, DC, it is 

more important than ever for state governments to be heard and their 

concerns understood. This is as true for mining issues and related 

environmental concerns as any other governmental matter, such as 

health care, transportation, infra-structure and budgets. IMCC is 

recognized by many in Washington, DC for our experience and 

expertise on mining issues. As an example, we have been requested to 

testify on behalf of the states at six congressional hearings in the House 

and Senate over the past couple of years on topics such as Good



Samaritan protections for hardrock abandoned mine cleanups, stream 

protection requirements for surface coal mining operations, hardrock 

financial assurance requirements under CERCLA, legislation to enhance 

funding for states to reclaim abandoned coal and hardrock mines, and 

the impacts of the federal budget on state grant programs. W e have 

been consulted by the General Accountability Office and the National 

Academy of Sciences on a range of issues affecting the states. And we 

have also been asked to participate on advisory bodies, steering 

committees and state/federal teams on which our member states 

generally serve in order to insure their direct input.

As you will note from our annual report, a copy of which has been 

provided to you, IMCC is regularly called upon to provide its 

recommendations on a plethora of issues on Capitol Hill and before the 

federal regulatory agencies in DC. These recommendations are 

developed by the states at IMCC meetings and conference calls and are 

communicated in the form of resolutions, testimony at congressional 

and federal agency hearings, formal comments on agency rulemakings, 

congressional staff briefings and state/federal meetings and task forces. 

Without the input of our member states, none of this would be 

possible. It is our ability to speak with one voice on common concerns 

that draws the states together and gives meaning to what we do.

The specific matter I would like to address with you today is why Alaska 

should become a full member. As with other state government 

organizations, it is the active participation and commitment of the full 

member states that carries the organization forward in terms of both



support and leadership. Upon becoming a full member through the 

enactment of legislation, the state of Alaska will have a formal vote in 

guiding the direction of the Compact. Alaska will also be in a position 

to chair the various standing committees of the Compact and to 

thereby help lead the Compact in directions that are favorable to both 

Alaska and the member states. Alaska will continue to enjoy the many 

other benefits to which it has been exposed over the past seven years, 

including access to all IMCC communications, meetings, programs, and 

initiatives.

Alaska's participation as a full member will also be recognized and 

understood by those who work with the Compact on a regular basis, 

including both the Congress and the federal agencies, and this brings a 

greater degree of recognition and influence regarding Alaska's 

participation in our work. IMCC's presence in Washington, DC allows us 

to monitor federal agency and congressional initiatives that might 

impact state primacy programs as well as developmental constraints on 

mineral resources. I believe that Alaska's participation in the 

organization opens avenues for the state to be heard in unique and 

valuable ways not otherwise available to it and to be supported with 

the clout that comes from 25 states speaking together as one voice.

And since IMCC is focused solely on mining and related environmental 

protection issues with the federal government, we are able to delve 

deeper into the concerns that matter most to Alaska in this critical area 

of resource use and protection.



I know I speak for all of the member states of the Compact in 

encouraging the Committee to seriously consider and hopefully 

approve this legislation to bring Alaska in as our newest full member 

state. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have or 

provide additional information. Thanks for the opportunity to 

participate in today's hearing.
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J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 3

S e n a t o r  F r e d  D y s o n ,  C h a i r  

S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D y s o n :

T h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A M A )  w r i t e s  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  S B 2 ,  a n  A c t  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  A l a s k a  t o  

j o i n  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n  ( I M C C )  a s  a  f u l l  m e m b e r .

A M A  i s  a  n o n - p r o f i t  m e m b e r s h i p  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 9  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  A l a s k a .  

W e  a r e  c o m p o s e d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 5 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o s p e c t o r s ,  g e o l o g i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  v e n d o r s ,  s u c t i o n  d r e d g e  

m i n e r s ,  s m a l l  f a m i l y  m i n e s ,  j u n i o r  m i n i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  a n d  m a j o r  m i n i n g  c o m p a n i e s .  O u r  m e m b e r s  l o o k  f o r  

a n d  p r o d u c e  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  p l a t i n u m ,  m o l y b d e n u m ,  l e a d ,  z i n c ,  c o p p e r ,  c o a l ,  l i m e s t o n e ,  s a n d  a n d  g r a v e l ,  c r u s h e d  

s t o n e ,  a r m o r  r o c k ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s .

A l a s k a ’ s  h i s t o r y  i s  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  m i n i n g ;  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  g o l d  i s  w h y  s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o d a y  e x i s t  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  M i n i n g  i s  n o w  A l a s k a ’s  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  s e v e n  l a r g e - s c a l e  p r o d u c i n g  m i n e s ,  

h u n d r e d s  o f  p l a c e r  m i n e s ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  I M C C ,  a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  m i n i n g  s t a t e s  j o i n e d  t o  p r o m o t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

i s  a n  i d e a l  f i t  f o r  A l a s k a .  T h e  I M C C  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m i n i n g  n a t i o n w i d e  a n d  b r i n g s  a  c o l l e c t i v e  

v o i c e  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a n d  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  s t a t e s ’ r i g h t s .  T h e  I M C C  s p e a k s  f o r  i t s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n

D . C . ,  a n  e l e m e n t  t h a t  i s  c r i t i c a l  g i v e n  o u r  d i s t a n t  l o c a t i o n .

F u l l  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  I M C C  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o u r  r e s o u r c e  a n d  p e r m i t t i n g  a g e n c i e s  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  a  n e t w o r k  o f  

p e e r s  a n d  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  r e c l a m a t i o n ,  a n d  m o r e ;  a n d  a p p l y  t h a t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e t t e r  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y .

A M A  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  I M C C .  B y  b e in g  

o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  t o  j o i n  a s  a  f u l l  m e m b e r ,  A l a s k a  c a n  s h o w  t r u e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  to  

r e s p o n s i b l y  d e v e l o p  o f  o u r  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

F u l l y  j o i n i n g  t h e  I M C C  w i l l  g i v e  A l a s k a  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  o n  o u r  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  p a r t n e r  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s  

t o  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  n a t i o n w i d e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  u r g e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  m o v e  S B 2  i n  a  t i m e l y  

m a n n e r .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,

D e a n t h a  C r o c k e t t  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

http://www.alaskaminers.org
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J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3

S e n a t o r  C a t h y  G i e s s e l  

C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G ie s s e l ,

T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  A la s k a  P r o d u c e r s  ( C A P )  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  in t r o d u c in g  S B 2 ,  t h e  b ill  t h a t  

w o u ld  a llo w  A la s k a  t o  jo in  t h e  In t e r s t a t e  M in in g  C o m p a c t  a n d  C o m m is s io n  ( IM C C )  a s  a  fu ll 

m e m b e r .

C A P  is  a n o n -p r o f it  t r a d e  a s s o c ia t io n  f o r m e d  in  1 9 9 2  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  a  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  la r g e  

m e t a l  m in e s  a n d  m a jo r  m e t a l  d e v e lo p m e n t a l  p r o je c t s  in  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  C o u n c il  b r in g s  t o g e t h e r  

m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  w it h  in t e r e s t  in  A la s k a  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a n d  in f o r m  m e m b e r s  o n  le g is la t iv e  a n d  

r e g u la t o r y  is s u e s ,  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  a d v a n c e  t h e  m in in g  in d u s t r y ,  to  p r o v id e  e d u c a t io n  t o  

m e m b e r s ,  t h e  m e d i a ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  o n  m in in g  r e la t e d  is s u e s ,  a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m ic  

o p p o r t u n it y  a n d  e n v ir o n m e n t a l ly  s o u n d  m in in g  p r a c t ic e s .

T h e  C o u n c i l  f u l ly  s u p p o r t s  S B 2  a n d  w e  b e lie v e  t h a t  f u l l  m e m b e r s h ip  w it h in  t h e  IM C C  w ill  s o l id if y  

t h e  S t a t e  a s  a  le a d e r  in  p e r m it t in g  a n d  r e g u la t io n  o f  t h e  m in in g  in d u s t r y .

C A P  h a s  a lw a y s  s u p p o r t e d  a p e r m it t in g  a n d  r e g u la t o r y  p r o c e s s  t h a t  is  r ig o r o u s ,  s c i e n c e  b a s e d ,  

t r a n s p a r e n t ,  a n d  p r e d ic t a b l e .  W e  b e lie v e  A la s k a  is  a  le a d e r  in  t h is  a r e n a ,  h o w e v e r  a s  m in in g  

t e c h n o l o g ie s  a d v a n c e  a n d  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  e n v ir o n m e n t  c o n t in u e s  t o  g r o w , o u r  

p e r m it t in g  a g e n c ie s  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  le a r n  a n d  a d a p t  a s  w e ll .

F u ll  m e m b e r s h ip  w it h in  t h e  I M C C  w ill  a llo w  o u r  r e s o u r c e  a g e n c ie s  t o  h a v e  a  d e d ic a t e d  f o r u m  t o  

c o l l a b o r a t e  w it h  t h e i r  p e e r s  in  o t h e r  m in in g  s t a t e s .  W it h in  t h e  IM C C  t h e y  w ill  b e  a b le  t o  f r e e ly  

e x c h a n g e  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  b e s t  p r a c t ic e  in  r e g a r d  t o  p e r m it t in g ,  r e g u la t o r y  a n d  r e c la m a t io n  

i s s u e s  a n d  b e  a b le  t o  a p p ly  t h e s e  le s s o n s  le a r n e d  t o  A la s k a .

H is t o r ic a l ly  t h e  I M C C  h a s  c o n s is t e d  m a in ly  o f  c o a l  p r o d u c in g  s t a t e s  in  t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  s o u t h e r n  

p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  W it h  t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  in t e r e s t  in  m e t a l  m in in g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e s t ,  

in c lu d in g  A la s k a ,  it  is  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  IM C C  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  

a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t iv e  d is c u s s io n  o n  is s u e s  r a is e d  b y  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m in in g  

o p p o r t u n it i e s .  B y  b e in g  o n e  o f  t h e  f ir s t  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  t o  jo in  a s  a  fu ll m e m b e r ,  A la s k a  c a n  s h o w  

t r u e  l e a d e r s h ip  in  its  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s p o n s ib ly  d e v e lo p  o u r  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

Comments on SB2: Interstate Mining Compact and
Commission



F in a l ly ,  C A P  s u p p o r t s  t h is  b ill a s  it a llo w s  u s  t o  jo in  in  w it h  o t h e r  m in in g  s t a t e s  in  w o r k in g  w it h  

t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  s t a t e  p r im a c y  o f  p e r m it t in g  a n d  r e g u la t o r y  is s u e s .  T h is  is  b e s t  

s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  f o llo w in g  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  I M C C  w e b s it e :

"The IMCC w a s fo u n d ed  on th e  p rem ise tha t th e  m ining industry is o n e  o f  th e  m o st ba sic and  
im portan t to  th e  Nation. Our m anu factu ring activ ities, transportation sy stem s, and th e  com fo r t 
o f  ou r  h om es  d ep en d  on  th e p rodu cts o f  mining. A t  th e  sa m e time, it is es sen tia l tha t an 
approp ria te ba la n ce b e  struck b e tw e en  th e  n e e d  f o r  m inera ls and th e  p ro tect ion  o f  th e 
en v ironm en t. We re co gn iz e tha t individual s ta te s  h a ve th e  p ow er  to  estab lish  and maintain 
p ro gram s o f  land and o th e r  r e s o u r ce  d eve lopm en t, resto ra tion  and regu la tion  appropria te to  
c o p e  with th e  su r fa ce  e f f e c t s  o f  mining. The IMCC w ou ld  n o t sh ift respon sib ility f o r  su ch  
p rogram s. On th e  o th er  hand, ou r m em b er s ta te s  b e lie v e  a united position  in dea lin g w ith th e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m en t a ffo rd s us a d e c id ed  ad van ta ge. Our com m ission  f e e l s  stron g ly  tha t th e  
c o l le c t iv e  v o ic e  o f  m any is im portan t in ou r e f fo r t s  to  p r e s e r v e  and a d vo ca te  s ta te s '  rights."

W e  t h a n k  y o u  a g a in  f o r  in t r o d u c in g  t h is  le g is la t io n  a n d  w e  lo o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s u p p o r t in g  it  t h r o u g h  

t h e  c o m m it t e e  p r o c e s s  in  t h e  L e g is la t u r e .

S in c e r e ly ,

C o u n c il  o f

A l a s k a  P r o d u c e r s

M i c h a e l  S a t r e  

E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c t o r  

C o u n c i l  o f  A la s k a  P r o d u c e r s  

P O  B o x  3 3 4 9 9  

J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 3  

9 0 7 - 9 5 7 - 2 1 4 9



S e n a t o r  C a t h y  G i e s s e l  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  4 2 7  

J u n e a u  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G i e s s e l :

T h i s  l e t t e r  is  in  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  N o .  2  r e l a t i n g  t o  f u l l  A l a s k a  m e m b e r s h i p  in  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  

M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n .  I h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n e r a l s  i n d u s t r y  in  A l a s k a  s i n c e  

1 9 6 9  a n d  a m  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  s y s t e m  t o  t r a i n  a n d  

a s s i s t  t h e  A l a s k a  m i n e r a l s  i n d u s t r y  f o r  t h e  p a s t  4 4  y e a r s .  I h a v e  a t t e n d e d  m a n y  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  ( f e d e r a l )  m e e t i n g s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  m i g h t  n o t  e v e n  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  m e e t  in  A l a s k a .  I f in d  

e v e n  a f t e r  4 0  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  A l a s k a  a n d  o u r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

e m p l o y m e n t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .

T h e  I M C C  is  t h e  o n e  f o r u m  w h e r e  s t a t e s  w i t h  m i n e r a l  i n t e r e s t s  c a n  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  w i t h  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  d e v i s e  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  c o m p a c t s  t h a t  h a v e  a  

v e r y  r e a l  a n d  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  o u r  m i n e s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .  I t  is  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  s t a t e s  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  m e t a l s  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  o il  is  r u n n i n g  o u t  a n d  e v e n  w i t h  

p o t e n t i a l  l a r g e  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  1 5  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  r e a l iz e  

r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h o s e  d i s c o v e r i e s .  I b e l i e v e  w e  n e e d  s o m e  m e a n s  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  l a r g e -  

s c a l e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  in  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s  o f  t h e  h ig h  

p a y i n g  o i l f i e l d  j o b s .  I w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  K e n s i n g t o n  m i n e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s  b e f o r e  it  w a s  

a b l e  t o  e m p l o y  o v e r  3 0 0  A l a s k a n s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  I t r a i n e d  a n d  m a n y  o f  w h o m  c a m e  

f r o m  r e g i o n s  o f  d e s p e r a t e  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  W e  c a n n o t  r u n  a  s t a t e  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  

t i m e l i n e .  I M C C  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  h e l p e d  h a d  w e  h a d  a  v o i c e .

T h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o r k s  a n d  w o r k s  w e l l .  I t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  

c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  a t t e m p t s  t o  g e t  u s  f u l l  m e m b e r s h i p .  It  is  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  in  m y  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  s t a t e ' s  o v e r a l l  e c o n o m i c  w e l f a r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e n n i s  S t e f f y

D i r e c t o r ,  M i n i n g  a n d  P e t r o l e u m  T r a i n i n g  S e r v i c e

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e w i d e  S y s t e m  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t i o n

S t e f f y  B u i l d i n g

C o l l e g e  R o a d

S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9

Sent electronically without signature
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S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m it t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  R o o m  1 2 1  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

R e :  S B  2  -  A n  A c t  e n a c t i n g  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  a n d  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o m p a c t ;  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M i n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n .

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D y s o n :

T h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  i s  w r i t i n g  in  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  2 ,  a n  a c t  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  j o i n  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  M i n i n g  C o m p a c t  C o m m i s s i o n  ( I M C C )  a s  a  f u l l  

m e m b e r .

R D C  is  a  s t a t e w id e ,  n o n - p r o f i t ,  m e m b e r s h i p - f u n d e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o u n d e d  in  1 9 7 5 .  T h e  

R D C  m e m b e r s h i p  is  c o m p r i s e d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  A l a s k a ’ s  o i l  a n d  g a s ,  

m i n in g ,  t i m b e r ,  t o u r i s m ,  a n d  f i s h e r i e s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  

l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,  a n d  i n d u s t r y  s u p p o r t  f ir m s .  R D C ' s  p u r p o s e  is  to  l i n k  

t h e s e  d i v e r s e  i n t e r e s t s  t o g e t h e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a  s t r o n g ,  d i v e r s i f i e d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  in  

A l a s k a  a n d  e x p a n d  t h e  s t a t e ’s  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  m i n i n g  h a s  b e e n  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  A l a s k a ’s  e c o n o m y .  M a n y  r o a d s ,  d o c k s  a n d  

o t h e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  m i n i n g  

i n d u s t r y .  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  a  v i a b l e  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  h e lp  

d i v e r s i f y  o u r  e c o n o m y  a n d  i m p r o v e  in f r a s t r u c t u r e  s t a t e w id e .

I n  j o i n i n g  t h e  I M C C ,  A l a s k a  c o u l d  s h o w  l e a d e r s h i p  in  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a  h e a l t h y  a n d  s t a b le  

p e r m i t t i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  s y s t e m .  T h e  I M C C  is  a  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  s t a t e s  a l i g n e d  to  

p r o m o t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A l a s k a  c a n  g a i n  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  f r o m  o t h e r  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  t o  e n s u r e  a n  e f f e c t iv e  r e g u l a t o r y  

s y s t e m .  T h e  I M C C  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m i n i n g  n a t i o n w i d e  a n d  b r i n g s  a  

c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  D .C . ,  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  s t a t e s '  r ig h t s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  j o i n i n g  t h e  I M C C  a s  a  f u l l  m e m b e r  w i l l  a l l o w  A l a s k a  to  b e n e f it  in  m a n y  

w a y s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s  o n  f e d e r a l  i s s u e s ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g  o n  s u c c e s s e s  

t h a t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  t h e  m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  n a t i o n w i d e .
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Senator Dyson, RE: SB2 February 7, 2013

R D C  u r g e s  y o u  t o  m o v e  S B  2  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a ir s  C o m m it t e e  in  a  t i m e l y  m a n n e r ,  a n d  t h a n k s  y o u  f o r  y o u r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o u r  c o m m e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R i c k  R o g e r s  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

C C :  S e n a t o r  G ie s e l l ,  S B 2  S p o n s o r



SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE

RESOLUTION 13-09

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING STATE OF ALASKA MINING LEGISLATION AND 
RESOLUTIONS FOR THE 2013 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

WHEREAS, Southeast Alaska has tremendous mining development and support services 
potential with many projects already developed and others in development that have and 
will produce family wage jobs for our Southeast Alaska communities; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Legislature has introduced several bills and resolutions supporting 
and or promoting Alaska's growing mining industry; and

WHEREAS, the following bills, resolutions authored by the following legislative sponsors 
have been introduced:
Senate Bill 1 (Senator Giessel) and house companion bill House Bill 114 (Representative 
Munoz) an Act establishing May 10th of each year as "Alaska Mining Day";
Senate Bill 2 (Senator Giessel) and house companion bill House Bill 115 (Representative 
Munoz) allowing the State of Alaska to join the Interstate Mining Compact Commission as a 
full member;
Senate Joint Resolution 8 (Senator McGuire) and house companion resolution House Joint 
Resolution 9 (Representative Costello) supporting the exploration and development of rare 
earth elements in the State of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, Southeast Conference is the Alaska Regional Development Organization and 
the Economic Development District and with these designations we are committed to 
promoting the sound and responsible development of resources, job creation and economic 
development for our Southeast Alaska; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; THAT SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE SUPPORTS THE 
PASSAGE OF THESE 2013 MINING RELATED PIECES OF LEGISLATION AND 
RESOLUTIONS AND WILL SEND LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO THE SPONSORS OF THESE 
LEGISLATIVE SPONSORS FOR THE BENEFIT OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA AND ALASKANS 
STATEWIDE

ADOPTED BY THE SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON March 18, 
2013 and will sunset on March 18, 2014

Witness by: Attest:

Tim Rooney, President Shelly Wright, Executive Director


