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Sponsor Statement for 
House Concurrent Resolution 1 
by Representative Bill Stoltze

T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  1  c a l l s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

a  s t a t e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  p r o d u c i n g  

m o r e  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  a n d  h a r v e s t e d  f o o d  i t e m s  t o  b e  c o n s u m e d  i n  A l a s k a ,  b y  A l a s k a n s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  o n  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  r e q u e s t s  m u l t i p l e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  w o r k i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  l o c a l  f o o d  i t e m s  i n  A l a s k a .

W h e t h e r  i t  b e  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o d u c t s ,  s e a f o o d  o r  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d  m e a t ,  i n c r e a s e d  

l o c a l  f o o d  p r o d u c t s  w i l l  l e a d  t o  a  h e a l t h i e r  A l a s k a  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  s t a t e .

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  v a l u e  o f  c r e a t i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  r o b u s t  s u p p l y  o f  

A l a s k a n  f o o d  i s  w h y  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a s k i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a t e  f o o d  

r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  t o  w o r k  t o  i d e n t i f y  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s e t  p o l i c i e s  t o  

b u i l d  a  s t r o n g ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  h e a l t h y  f o o d  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c r e a t i n g  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p ,  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  o n  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  

r e q u e s t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  f a r m e r ' s ,  

f i s h e r m a n ,  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s  a n d  s h e l l f i s h  g r o w e r s  t o  p r o d u c e  m o r e  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  f o o d  

p r o d u c t s  t o  c o n s u m p t i o n  i n  A l a s k a ,  b y  A l a s k a n s .

DISTRICT 1 1
BUTTE •  CHUGIAK •  EKLUTNA •  FAIRVIEW LOOP 

KNIK RIVER ROAD •  LAZY MOUNTAIN • PETERS CREEK
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Memorandum

T O : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a n  S a d d l e r ,  C o - C h a i r  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r i c  F e i g e ,  C o - C h a i r  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  B iH  S t o l t z e

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  2 0 1 3

R E : S u m m a r y  o f  C h a n g e s  f o r  C S  H C R  1

T h e  H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  T r a d e  a n d  T o u r i s m  a d o p t e d  

a  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H C R  1  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  n a t i v e  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .

P a g e  5 ,  L i n e  9 - 1 0

" v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  4 3  U . S . C .  1 6 0 1  e t  s e q .  ( A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  

S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ) "  w a s  a d d e d .

T h i s  c h a n g e  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o w n  t h e  s u r f a c e  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  h o l d i n g s  

o f  t h e  n a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  A N C S A .

C o n t a c t  m y  s t a f f  m e m b e r  D a r r e l l  B r e e s e  ( 4 6 5 - 4 9 5 8 )  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

DISTRICT 11
BUTTE • CHUGIAK •  EKLUTNA •  FAIRVIEW LOOP 

KNIK RIVER ROAD •  LAZY MOUNTAIN • PETERS CREEK

mailto:Representative_BiU_Stoltze@legis.state.ak.us


State of A la sk a
2013 Leg is la tive  S e ss io n

Fiscal Note

Identifier: CSH CR1(ED T)-LEG-SESS-02-20-2013
Title: STATE FOOD RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

GROUP 
Sponsor: STOLTZE
Requester: House Resources

Department: Alaska Legislature 
Appropriation: Legislative Council 
Allocation: Session Expenses
OMB Component Number: 782

Bill Version:
Fiscal Note Number:
() Publish Date:

HCR 1

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below._____________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

FY2014
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2014 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2014 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous
Total Operating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fund Source (Operating Only
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

| Change in Revenues I I I I

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2013) cost: 0.0

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? 
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed?

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:____________________________
I Initial Version

Prepared By: 
Division 
Approved By:

Je ss ica  Geary, Finance Manager
Legislative Affairs Agency
Pam ela Varni, Executive Director
Legislative Affairs Agency

Phone: (907)465-6626
Date: 02/20/2013 10:04 AM
Date: 02/20/13

Printed 2/20/2013 Page 1



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Analysis
This Legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency.

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHCR 1 (EDT)
2013 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

(Revised 1/15/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Bryce Wrigley, President 
biwrialev@wildak.net

Jane Hamilton, Executive Director 
ianehamilton99737@vahoo.com

Dear Representative Stolze,

Thank you for introducing HCR01 to coordinate and strengthen Alaska’s efforts 
to create a local food system. Food production and food security must become a 
top priority of the state. There is less than a week's supply of food in the state. 
We ship in almost all the food we consume. We are dependent on a food 
distribution system that has been disrupted numerous times due to natural and 
man caused disasters.

Farmers and ranchers are thwarted by regulations that prohibit the growth and 
expansion of the industry. Agencies providing inspection services, veterinary 
services and the oversight of land issues are currently functions of several 
different agencies. I believe implementation of HCR01 would help develop a 
local sustainable food system by coordinating resources of several agencies 
resources on the mission of providing food for Alaska.

Creation of a strong local food system will greatly strengthen the security of 
Alaska by stemming the export of food dollars and putting the source of our food 
1800 miles closer.

I urge support of the rest of the legislature and passage of HCR01. We also urge 
its support and implementation by the Governor.

Sincerely,

Bryce Wrigley
President, Alaska Farm Bureau

P O  B o x  760 D e lta  Ju n c t io n , A la s k a  99737 T e le p h o n e : (907) 895-4752

mailto:biwrialev@wildak.net
mailto:ianehamilton99737@vahoo.com


Catholic
Social Services

3710 East 20th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508 •  (907)222-7300 • Fax (907)258-1091 • www.cssalaska.org

January 30, 2013

Representative Bill Stoltze 
State Capitol Room 515 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Stolze,

Catholic Social Services (CSS) supports bill HCR01 and the vision to improve our food 
systems for the benefit of all Alaskans. C S S  operates the largest food pantry in the state —  
St. Francis House located in Anchorage. Last year, we provided groceries at no cost to 
15,493 unduplicated and 49,836 duplicated clients who experienced food insecurity.

I am pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature supports the work of the Alaska Food Policy 
Council (AFPC) and encourage the Governor to establish a new state food resource 
development working group. The primary goal of the new working group -producing more 
locally grown and harvested food items to be consumed in Alaska, by Alaskans -- 
supports several of the goals of the A FPC and C SS. We look forward to collaborating with 
the new working group and all the state agencies involved in our food system to address 
Alaska’s critical food challenges.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.

Sincerely,

{I
Susan H. Bomalaski, Ph.D., LPC  
Executive Director

Providing Help
Creating Hope

http://www.cssalaska.org


7« West 8th Avenue, Suite 230 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
tel 907.263.3800 
fax 907.263.3801 
www.unltediMayofanchorage.org

28 January 2013

RE: Letter of Support for HCR-01 Establishment and operation of a state food resource 
development working group

Dear Representative Stoltze:

A strong and secure Alaskan food system is essential to the health and wellness of all Alaskans.

This resolution supports collaboration and intentional integration of resources among the many
interests involved in our state's food supply chain to improve our food system. By working
together, Alaska will have a more efficient, sustainable, and effective food resource development
policy and framework that works for all Alaskans and will

•  Deliver a strong and secure food system that can provide jobs, support healthy communities, 
and increase food security to feed the hungry and Insulate us from potential disruptions along 
the food supply chain.

• Leverage the work of the Alaska Food Policy Council with over 200 Alaskans from the 
farming, fishing, business, food banking/anti-hunger network, health, and environmental 
conservation sectors of our state. Stakeholders formed and joined this policy council 
because of their concerns of the many Alaskan food challenges, and are and will be working 
to tackle them in a comprehensive way.

•  Provide nutritious and affordable, especially local foods, that are part of the solution to 
support Alaskans in their efforts to have healthy weights and prevent disease.

•  Support the goal that 90% of Alaskan students graduate on time by the year 2020. When 
students are distracted by hunger, they are unable to focus, stay and succeed in school.

•  Bend the cost curve on healthy foods so that families don't have to choose between paying 
for heat or for food.

Thank you for sponsoring this resolution and the opportunity to provide written testimony to the

United Way of Anchorage

committee.

Sincerely,

Michele Brown 
President

L IV E  U N IT E D .

http://www.unltediMayofanchorage.org


S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o u n c i l

419 Sixth Street, Suite 200 Juneau, A K  99801 Phone: (907) 586-6942 Fax: (907) 463-3312

Representative Bill Stoltze 
District 11
Alaska State Capitol, Room 515 
Juneau, AK 99801

January 31,2013

Dear Representative Stoltze,

The Southeast Alaska Conservation Council supports HCR 1. A Food Resource Development 
Working Group is a necessary step to improve the health and security of Alaskans. Locally grown and 
produced foods create sustainable communities. We share a desire to see a vibrant, healthy Alaska that 
feeds itself o ff the rich lands and pure waters throughout our state.

Sustainability is a core focus for SEACC and we look forward to someday sharing our information 
with the Food Resource Development Working Group. Alaskans need healthy food that is grown or 
harvested in Alaska.

Thank you

Lindsey Ketchel

Executive Director 
SEACC

Healthy Forests. Strong Communities. 
www.seacc.org

http://www.seacc.org


D a rre ll Breese

From:
Sent
T o :
Sub ject
Attachments:

Tracy Gagnon <tracy@sitkawild.org> 
Tuesday, January 29, 2013 10:22 AM 
Darrell Breese
1,200 Members in support of HCR01 
HCR01.docx

Hi Darrell,
Please see the attached letter in support of HCR01 on behalf of our 1,200 members at the Sitka Conservation 
Society. We believe it critical that the Governor establish a food resource development working group to 
address our state, regional, and local food security.

Thanks,
Tracy Gagnon

Dear Representative Stolze,

My name is Tracy Gagnon and I am writing to express my strong support of HCR01 on behalf of our 1,200 
members of the Sitka Conservation Society (SCS). At SCS we are dedicated to developing sustainable 
communities in Southeast Alaska. A core component of a sustainable community is a viable food system. We 
have worked to support the development of a viable food system by connecting the local seafood industry to 
institutional food services in Alaska. One of the programs where we have done this successfully is through our 
Fish to Schools (F2S) program, which helped get local fish into the local school lunch program. F2S connects 
fishermen, seafood processors, local school districts, and food service provides to ensure that local seafood is 
served to students through the school lunch program. This program not only strengthens our local food system 
but supports and creates jobs, bolsters economic activity, and connects our community to its deepest cultural 
roots. A state food resource development working group, through HCR01, would strengthen the capacity of our 
food system and generate cumulative benefits for our state’s health and economy.

I am pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature support the work of the Alaska Food Policy Council and 
encourage the Governor to establish a new state food resource development working group. The primary goal of 
the new working group, producing more locally grown and harvested food items to be consumed in Alaska, 
by Alaskans, supports several of the goals of the AFPC and our mission at SCS. As a member of the AFPC, 
we look forward to collaborating with the new working group and state agencies to strengthen our food system 
and address Alaska’s critical food challenges.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.

Sincerely,

l

mailto:tracy@sitkawild.org


Tracy Gagnon
Community Sustainability Organizer 
Sitka Conservation Society
(907) 747-7509 
tracv(a)sitkawild. ore

Tracy Gagnon
Community Sustainability Organizer 
Sitka Conservation Society 
(907) 747-7509 
tracv@sitkawild.org

mailto:tracv@sitkawild.org


D a rre ll B reese

From:
S en t
To:
Subject

Lisa Sadleir-Hart <sitkalocalfoodsnetwork@gmail.com> 
Tuesday, January 29,2013 11:19 AM  
Darrell Breese 
HCROl support

Dear Representative Stolze,

My name is Lisa Sadleir-Hart, co-chair of the Alaska Food Policy Council (AFPC), treasurer of the Sitka Local 
Foods Network and former Community Nutrition Department Manager with the Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium. I am writing to express my strong support of HCROl. The vision of the AFPC is healthy, 
secure food systems that feed all Alaskans and its mission is to improve our food systems for the benefit of all 
Alaskans, and I believe that HCROl would enable us to accomplish our mission more effectively in our 
state. This resolution would allow us to see more collaboration between the many interests involved in our 
state’s food supply chain and thereby help us accomplish a more efficient, sustainable, and effective food 
resource development policy for Alaska that works for all Alaskans.

I am pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature support the work of the Alaska Food Policy Council and 
encourage the Governor to establish a new state food resource development working group. The primary goal of 
the new working group — producing more locally grown and harvested food items to be consumed in Alaska, 
by Alaskans -- supports several of the goals of the AFPC. The Alaska Food Policy Council looks forward to 
collaborating with the new working group and all the state agencies involved in our food system to address 
Alaska’s critical food challenges.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.

Sincerely,

Lisa Sadleir-Hart, MPH, RD, CHES 
Co-Chair, Alaska Food Policy Council

Sitka Local Foods Network
408 D Marine Street
Sitka, AK 99835
www.sitkalocalfoodsnetwork.org
sitkalocalfoodsnetwork@gmail.com
907-738-8336 (For Farmers Markets)

President, Kerry MacLane

l

mailto:sitkalocalfoodsnetwork@gmail.com
http://www.sitkalocalfoodsnetwork.org
mailto:sitkalocalfoodsnetwork@gmail.com


V. President, Linda Wilson 
Secretary, Robin Grewe 
Treasurer, Lisa Sadleir-Hart
Board Members, Cathy Liser, Maybelle Filler and one vacant seat

2



D a rre ll Breese

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Milli <millimom@xyz.net> 
Tuesday, January 29,2013 7:44 AM 
Rep. Bill Stoltze 
re: HCR 1

Dear Rep. Stoltze,

Thank you for again bringing forward HCR 1, that would establish a State Food Resource Development Working 
Group. I see this as a very positive way to assist and encourage more local, locally grown and produced products within 
Alaska. In Homer we have a very active agriculture community, that has grown tremendously over the past years with the 
access to high tunnels, and, the peony flower industry, alongside the long existing beef and grasslands productions.
I believe the State can play a vital role in assisting these growers, to the benefit of all Alaskans, and therefore I strongly 
support HCR 1.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Milli Martin 
PO Box 2652  
Homer, AK 99603 
907-235-6652.

1

mailto:millimom@xyz.net


D a rre ll Breese

From:
Sent:
To:

Marsha Rouggly <mrouggly@xyz.net> 
Tuesday, January 29, 2013 8:28 AM 
Rep. Bill Stoltze

Dear Rep. Bill Stoltze,
Thank you for supporting agriculture in Alaska. We need all the help we can get. I remember a time when the Seward 
Highway was closed by avalanche for
2 weeks, with only very short openings before another one came down. The grocery stores had bare shelves in 3 days. I 
think sometimes the farmers'
markets are seen as a luxury or a trendy thing to do, but we serve an amazing number of people and get the freshest 
possible food on the plates of Alaskans. Our little Homer Farmers' Market has over a thousand visitors a day.
Thank you for introducing HCR1.

Marsha Rouggly
Homer Farmers' Market President

i

mailto:mrouggly@xyz.net


D a rre ll Breese

To: Mary Sullivan
S u b ject RE: FBA Supports HCR01

F rom : Mary Sullivan rmailto:msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org 1 
Sent: Friday, January 25, 2013 6:35 PM 
Subject: FBA Supports HCR01

Greeting Representative Bill Stoltze,

I would like to write and express Food Bank of Alaska’s strong support of HCRO1. At Food Bank of Alaska we 
believe that no one deserves to be hungry. We have fought tirelessly for the approximately 105,000 hungry 
Alaskans to find private sector solutions and work to maximize the efficiency and accountability and impact of 
available food assistance programs. But we will never find a lasting solution to the problem of hunger in Alaska 
if we are not working together with all our food supply and distribution stakeholders. That’s why Food Bank 
of Alaska joined the over 200 Alaskans working with the Alaska Food Policy Council (AFPC), including 
stakeholders from the farming, fishing, business, health, and environmental conservation sectors of our 
state. We joined because of our shared concerns about the many food challenges we face, and we are looking 
for a way to tackle them in a comprehensive way. Some of these challenges include:

Businesses see that over a billion dollars a year that Alaskans spend on food is being exported to 
communities in the lower 48. These "food dollars" could be staying right here in our communities, putting 
people to work.

Health professionals see skyrocketing rates of obesity, and deaths from diet-related disease, like 
diabetes, heart disease, and cancer. Families and food safety advocates are worried about death and illness from 
contaminated food.

Teachers see kids in school performing poorly because they are hungry or eating too many empty 
calories and junk food.

Families in communities with high fuel prices are forced to choose between paying for heat or for 
food, and food is losing.

We are excited that HCR01 has been introduced and strongly support the formation of a food resources and 
development working group to help address Alaska’s food supply and food security challenges. Thank you,

Mary Sullivan

Director of Advocacy & Agency Relations 

Food Bank of Alaska 

2121 Spar Avenue

mailto:msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org


Anchorage, AK 99501 

Direct Line: 907-222-3113 

Cell: 907-727-8773 

Fax: 907-277-7368

Email: msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org 

www.foodbankofalaska.org

Last year, with just a click, 1,200 Alaskans helped FBA acquire 365,000 lbs offood! PickClickGive for FBA in 
2013, let’s make the new year a tough one for hunger in Alaska!

mailto:msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org
http://www.foodbankofalaska.org


D arre ll Breese

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marty < marty_langlois@lksd.org > 
Monday, January 28, 2013 11:35 AM  
Darrell Breese 
re support for HCR01

Dear Representative Stolze,

My name is Marty Langlois(Bethel Lions Club Food Bank), and I am writing to express my 
strong support of HCR01. The vision of the AFPC and our Bush Bethel Lions Club is healthy, 
secure food systems that feed all Alaskans and its mission is to improve our food systems for die 
benefit of all Alaskans, and I believe that HCR01 would enable us to accomplish our mission 
more effectively in our state. This resolution would allow us to see more collaboration between 
the many interests involved in our state’s food supply chain and thereby help us accomplish a 
more efficient, sustainable, and effective food resource development policy for Alaska that 
works for all Alaskans.

I am pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature support the work of the Alaska Food Policy 
Council and encourage the Governor to establish a new state food resource development working 
group. The primary goal of the new working group -- producing more locally grown and 
harvested food items to be consumed in Alaska, by Alaskans -  supports several of the goals 
of the AFPC. The Alaska Food Policy Council looks forward to collaborating with the new 
working group and all the state agencies involved in our food system to address Alaska’s critical 
food challenges.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.

P.S. I've been involved in our Bethel Lions Club Food Bank for 15 years and what used to arrive 
in variety and mass, now has dwindled to a mere shadow of past plenty. Yet, we served 95 
families in January and they came with the temp near -20 and many paying the $5 cab fare each 
way. There is a great need to address the most basic needs of the poor out here and in all of 
ALASKA, but the Bush has its poverty as well as the road system communities. Just to get the 
food from the airport to our Food Bank, we use private vehicles. My Caravan's supension, now 
shot, resembles an upside down "U". One reality of our plight out here. But it is die poor who 
suffer and with prices in the Bush rising for everything, we need all the State support we can get 
to even meagerly get what food we can to those in need. Quyana, Marty Langlois, Bethel Lions 
Club P.O. Box 646, Bethel, AK 99559

l
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D a rre ll Breese

To: Scott Gruhn
S u b ject RE: In support of HCROl

From: Scott Gruhn fmailto:sgruhn<5>alaska.coml 
Sent: Saturday, January 26,2013 8:36 AM 
Subject: In support of HCROl

Hello ~

I'm writing to support HCROl. I am an engineer in Anchorage; my only ties to the issue of food security are that I'm an 
Alaskan who eats and who cares about others.

Alaska needs greater food security, and HCROl is the ideal next step in that direction. There are obvious benefits to food 
security, such as the old adage that every country (or region) is only three meals away from revolution. Here in Alaska, 
w e are at risk of substantial earthquakes and volcanoes, which can completely block transportation and isolate us, just 
w hen we are at the moment o f greatest need. We are so remote from the rest of the continent that such isolation could 
claim many lives.

There are other, less obvious benefits to pursuing greater food security, too, such as increased job opportunities, 
especially in rural Alaska where food costs are at their highest and employment opportunities are at their lowest.

Please do everything in your power to ensure passage of HCROl.

Thank you.

Scott Gruhn,
10501 Lone Tree Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
cell: 907-632-8626

l
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Dean Hamburg M  + '  9  <{.■> g

Subject: FW: Testimony Support - HCR01 Dean Hamburg - Alaska School Nutrition Association

ALASKA SCHOOL NUTRITION ASSOCIATION- AKSNA

TO: Honorable Representative Bill Stolze
FROM: Dean Hamburg-Public Policy and Legislative Chair-A aska School Nutrition Association 

Subject: Testimony-Support tor HCROI -Food Security

Please know I am prepared to  call in on Tuesday 1/31/2013 11:15 AM with a commitmen: to share the following 
support for HCROl.

907- ' 4-.J830 Office 907-41.0-7443 Cel!

My name is Dean Hamburg ai.d I serve as Public Policy and Legislative Chair for the Alaska School Nutrition 
Association.

1 also ser/e  as Administrator for the 83 U SD A  school meals programs sponsored by the Keuai Peninsula Borough 
School District

Please know President Ann Pennington for the Alaska School Nutrition Association, shares AK.SNA support for 
HCROl, as a step toward improved food security for Alaska families.

Any erfoit to bring a greater availability o f  more Alaska/ local sourced and/or processed foods is a good thing for A aska s 
children and adults.

Those o f  us responsible for producing the millions o f  school meals provided to Alaska students sach year, welcome any 
effort to increase the ability o f  Alaska food producing entities to meet the growing demand for school meal programs.

As approximately 43% o f  Alaska Families qualify tor free or reduced priced USDA school meals, those o f  us challenged 
with meeting this need for school food supply, too much depend or sourcing foods from outside o f  Alaska.

We very'much welcom e the actions & effort represented in HCROl as a positive step toward bringing quality foods 
and increased quantities o f  Alaska foods to Alaska children served by school meal programs across Alaska.

In school meal programs, our mission is nutrition to Alaska's children. Any actions for improved support to Alaska food 
security is encouraged. .

HCROl is a meaningful helpful step toward that food security to Alaska’s children. f I  f  *}

Thank you for your kind consideration o f  HCROl.

Dean Hamburg — Public Policy and Legislative Chair- • Alaska School Nutrition 4usociation 
P.O. Box 2546 *
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

907-714-8830

i



S p o n s o r e d  b y :  M a y o r  D e V i l b i s s  
A d o p t e d :  0 2 / 1 9 / 1 3

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 1 3 -0 2 7

A  R E S O L U T IO N  O F  TH E  M A T A N U S K A -S U S IT N A  BOROUGH A SSEM B LY S U P PO R TIN G  
HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S O L U T IO N  N O . l ,  THE E S T A B L IS H M E N T  AND O P E R A TIO N  
OF A  S TA TE FOOD RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT W ORKING G RO UP._____________________

WHEREAS, i n  2 0 0 7 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  s p e n d  $ 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y  

o n  f o o d ;  a n d

W HEREAS, i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

f o o d  c o n s u m e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  i s  p r o d u c e d  l o c a l l y ;  a n d

W HEREAS, t h e  G o v e r n o r  h a s  m ad e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  f o o d  

s e c u r i t y  c r i t i c a l  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e ;  a n d

W HEREAS, t h e  S t a t e ' s  f o o d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s te m  h a s  b e e n  

d i s r u p t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  r e m a in s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e ;  a n d

WHEREAS, i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a m o u n t c o n s u m e rs  i n  t h e  S t a t e  s p e n d  on  

l o c a l  f o o d  p r o d u c t s  w o u ld  h e l p  d r i v e  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  t h e  

S t a t e ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  w i l d  s e a f o o d .

NOW, T H E R E FO R E , BE I T  R ESO LVED, t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o ro u g h  

A s s e m b ly  s u p p o r t s  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  

R e s o l u t i o n  N o . 1 .

Page 1 o f 2 R e so lu tion  S e r ia l No. 13-027 
IM No. 13-058



ADOPTED b y  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o ro u g h  A s s e m b ly  t h i s  19  d a y  

o f  F e b r u a r y ,  2 0 1 3 .

LARRY D e W IL B IS S , B o r o u g h  M a y o r

A T T E S T :

PASSED U N A N IM O U S L Y : K e o g h , W o o d s , A r v i n ,  C o l l i g a n ,  S a lm o n ,
C o l v e r ,  a n d  H a l t e r

Page 2 o f  2 R e s o lu t io n  S e r i a l  No. 1 3 -0 2 7
IM No. 1 3 -0 5 8



WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF DARREN SNYDER.
MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BOARD. ALASKA FOOD POLICY COUNCIL. 

BEFORE THE HOUSE FINANCERESOURCE COMMITTEE. ALASKA LEGISLATURE. 
LEGISLATIVE HEARING ON HCR 341. A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE 

ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A STATE FOOD RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
WORKING GROUP

FEBRUARY 29March 1. 2013-3 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF DARREN SNYDER, MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING 
BOARD, ALASKA FOOD POLICY COUNCIL,
BEFQRE-THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE, ALASKA LEGISLATURE,
LEGISLATIVE HEARING-QN-HGR-34; A RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A STATE FOOD RESOURCE 
DEVELOPOMENT WORKING GROUP 
FEBRUARY 29, 2012

MrHouse Resource Committee Co-rChairmaH-s. members of the Committee, my name is Darren 
Snyder. I am a member o f the governing board o f the Alaska Food Policy Council and an 
Extension Agent with the University o f  Alaska Fairbanks,. I am here to testify in strong support 
of HCR 341,. This resolution recognizes the importance to all Alaskans of developing a strong 
and secure food system that can provide jobs, support healthy communities, and increase food 
security to feed the hungry and insulate us from potential disruptions along the food supply 
chain.
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• Businesses see that over a billion dollars a year that Alaskans spend on food is being 
exported to communities in the lower 48. These "food dollars" could be staying right 
here in our communities, putting people to work.

•  Health professionals see skyrocketing rates of obesity, and deaths from diet-related 
disease, like diabetes, heart disease, and cancer. Families and food safety advocates are 
worried about death and illness from contaminated food.

Teachers see kids in school performing poorly because they are hungry or eating too 
many empty calories and junk food.

•  Families in communities with high fuel prices are forced to choose between paying for 
heat or for food, and food is losing.



[The vision o f the AFPC is healthy, secure food systems that feed all Alaskans and its mission is 
to improve our food systems for the benefit o f all Alaskans. Initiated in 2010, the AFPC is an 
independent organization open to anyone interested in improving Alaska’s food systems. Today, 
over 130 people representing federal and state agencies, tribal entities, university programs, 
farmers, fisheries, food systems businesses, and health and hunger agencies participate in the 
AFPC.j

Over the past twe-three years the AFPC has been working to connect people from different areas 
of the food system, focus attention on our food system problems, and elevate policy as a strategy 
for strengthening our food system. AFPC members have been working together to strengthen 
the Local Agricultural and Fisheries Products Preference Statute to increase state agency 
purchases o f Alaska agriculture and fish products. AFPC members collaborated to pilot test a 
farmers’ market -Quest (food stamps) program. AFPC members have also worked directly with 
many state agencies in support o f emergency preparedness, local wild harvest and food 
production.

The-One year ago, the AFPC recently -released its 2012-2015 strategic plan. The goals o f the 
AFPC are:

• All Alaskans have access to affordable, healthy (preferably local) foods.
•  Alaska’s food-related industries have a strong workforce and operate in a supportive

business environment.
•  Food is safe, protected and supplies are secure throughout Alaska.
•  Alaska’s food system is more sustainable.
• Alaskans are engaged in our food system.

AWe are pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature support the work of the Alaska Food Policy Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt
Council and encourage the Governor to establish a new state food resource development working 
group to include all o f the entities listed in 11CR-Q The primary goal o f the new working group^
^-producing more locally grown^and harvested food and processedjitems to be consumed in 
Alaska, by Alaskans -  ^ supports, several o f the goals of the AFPC. The Alaska Food Policy 
Council looks forward to collaborating with the new working group and all the state agencies 
involved in our food system to address Alaska’s critical food challenges.
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±We are pleased to see that the following-state-agencies are identified to work with the proposed 
state food resource-working-group: the Department o^Natural Resources. Department of Fish 
and Game. Department-of-Gommerce; Community and Economic Development. Department-ef 
Health and Social Services. Department o f  Education and Early Development. Department-ef 
Military and Veterans’ Affairs, and the University of A1 askar-Ho wever-;-wq Fespectfu 11 v 
recommend that the Department of Environmental Conservation, also bejncluded in this group of  
agencies because of the key role it plavs in many critical elements of our food system.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.
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Lela F. K lingert
President

February 22, 2013

Representative Eric A. Feige 
Co-Chairman, Resource Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Representative Dan Saddler 
Co-Chairman, Resource Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

HCR1 SUPPORT

Dear Chairman Feige and Chairman Saddler:

This is to express enthusiastic support for the substance and purposes of HCR1, and 
to urge its timely adoption. At CFAB, we have been gradually becoming aware of 
the trends and the opportunities in relatively small-scale agricultural production in 
Alaska, and in particular that which is oriented toward domestic consumption. We 
are aware, also, that it is an activity whose features and risk characteristics are not 
likely to draw significant interest from conventional private lenders. With that in 
mind, we have coincidentally, taken steps to seek amendments to AS44.81 -  the 
"CFAB Statute"- in Sections 2,3, and 4 of SB61 and HB121. While passage of that 
legislation by itself will open pathways to financial services for small-scale 
agricultural production, it would seem that the concurrent adoption of HCR1 would 
not only further the "common good" aspects of the matter, but would create 
opportunities for flexibility in financing for both producers and commercial 
consumers.

We would be most happy to respond to questions from, or to engage in discussion 
with, any member or body of the Alaska State Legislature about the merits of 
HCR1.

Very truly yours

Alan D. Otness, Chairman

Lela F. Klingert, President

____________ Alaska Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank______________
(907) 276-2007 • Fax (907) 279-7913 • 3040 Lakeshore Drive • Anchorage, Alaska 99517
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Representative Bill Stoltze 
State Capitol Room 515 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Stoltze,

I wish to  express my thanks and strong support o f HCR01. As Executive 

Director o f the Alaska Botanical Garden, I commonly work with Alaskan farmers, 
gardeners, schools, and community agencies on education and research projects and 

initiatives -  and I am acutely aware of the need to  improve the food systems in 

Alaska in order to  provide more local, healthy, and secure food to  the Alaskan public.
I believe that HCR01 would promote greater communication, collaboration, 

and coordination between the various segments o f Alaska’s food supply chain -  

subsequently producing more sustainable and appropriate food policies for our 

state.

W e are confident that these efforts will help to  solve the issues we see when 

w e bring gardening education into the schools to teach children “where their food  

comes from ” - ironically, there seem to be prohibitions on allowing the children to  

“eat w hat they sow". W e can teach Alaskan children how to  plant carrot seeds, but 

it is frustrating to  then see the school serve them pre-packaged snacks shipped in 

from  Outside rather than Alaskan carrots.

I am very grateful fo r the work of the Alaska Legislature in support of the 

Alaska Food Policy Council, and for working to  establish a new state food resource 

development working group. I believe I echo the sentiment of many of Alaska's 

farmers, gardeners, and public consumers when saying that we would like to  see 

more Alaskan-grown and harvested food items be made available to the public - and 

development o f policies to  encourage distributors, stores, schools, and restaurants 

to  utilize Alaskan-sourced produce and other food products.
The Alaska Botanical Garden is happy to  help however we can in terms of 

education, research, and in raising public awareness of Alaska’s agricultural and 

horticultural resources to  promote greater food security and public health. Thank 

you fo r the opportunity to  comment in support of HCR01, and thank you so much for 

your efforts on behalf of Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Julianne McGuinness 
Executive Director 
Alaska Botanical Garden

The Alaska Botanical Garden is a nonprofit 501( 0X 3)  corporation, tax ID number 92-0115504 
Garden & Mailing Address: 4601 Campbell Airstrip Road, AK 99507 www.alaskabg.org ( 907) 770-3692

http://www.alaskabg.org


February 28,2013

M y name is Jennifer Mac Donald and I am a member of our local food cooperative in Sitka, AK.

I am writing to express my strong support of HCROl. This resolution recognizes the importance 

to all Alaskans o f developing a strong and secure food system that can provide jobs, support 

healthy communities, and increase food security to  feed the hungry and insulate us from  

potential disruptions along the food supply chain.

I am pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature encourage the Governor to establish a new  

state food resource development working group. The primary goal of the new working group -  

producing more locally grown and harvested food items to  be consumed in Alaska, by 

Alaskans -  will create an even stronger local food movement for Alaska because of the 

movement's support from our legislature. Sitka's interest in local foods spans from our Fish to  

Schools program, our farmers markets, our community garden, food cooperative, local 

businesses that rely on wild crafting and foraging, and most notably our community supported 

fishery from the most sustainable fisheries in the country. Alaska has so much potential to 

take the lead in creating infrastructure for local foods. This working group will set the standard 

for the country. Lets make it happen!

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.

Dear Representative Stolze:

Sincerely,

Jennifer Mac Donald 
2116 Halibut Point Road, #7 
Sitka, AK 99835

CC'ed:

Representative Feige Representative Seaton

Representative Saddler Representative Tarr

Representative Wilson Representative Tuck

Representative Hawker Representative Johnson

Representative Olson



Darrell Breese
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda S w a rn e r < kp fo o d b a n k e d @ a c s a las k a .n e t> 

W e d n e s d a y , F eb ru ary  27 , 2 0 1 3  5 :04  PM  

Rep. Bill S to ltze  

H C R O l

Representative Stolze,

Thank you for introducing this resolution which affects thousands of Alaskans throughout the State of 
Alaska. The special food resources and development workgroup would play an important part in assisting 
antihunger groups helping hungry Alaskans of all ages. The coordination of groups working on food security 
issues in Alaska will help everyone!! A strong and secure food system provides jobs and supports healthy 
communities!!!

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Linda Swarner

Executive Director

Kenai Peninsula Food Bank

33955 Community College Drive

Soldotna, AK 99669

907-262-3111

907-262-6428 (fax)

Mark the date—Chefs of the Night on March 2nd

We feed people because no one deserves to be hungry!

Serving the Kenai Peninsula for 25 years!!!

mailto:kpfoodbanked@acsalaska.net


Darrell Breese
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leah W alsh  < lkw alsh@ alaska.edu  > 

W e d n e s d a y , February 27 , 2 0 1 3 1 :2 5  PM  

D arre ll Breese  

W ritte n  S upport: H C R O l

Dear Representative Stolze,

My name is Leah Walsh, Bethel-based member of the Alaska Food Policy Council, and I am writing to 
express my strong support of HCR01. The vision of the AFPC is healthy, secure food systems that 
feed all Alaskans and its mission is to improve our food systems for the benefit of all Alaskans, and I 
believe that HCR01 would enable us to accomplish our mission more effectively in our state. This 
resolution would allow us to see more collaboration between the many interests involved in our 
state’s food supply chain and thereby help us accomplish a more efficient, sustainable, and effective 
food resource development policy for Alaska that works for all Alaskans.

I am pleased to see the Alaska State Legislature support the work of the Alaska Food Policy Council 
and encourage the Governor to establish a new state food resource development working group. The 
primary goal of the new working group -  producing more locally grown and harvested food 
item s to be consumed in Alaska, by Alaskans -- supports several of the goals of the AFPC. The 
Alaska Food Policy Council looks forward to collaborating with the new working group and all the 
state agencies involved in our food system to address Alaska’s critical food challenges.

Being a rural Alaskan resident, I see great potential for this legislation to help our state develop a 
sustainable food system that meets the needs of all Alaskans.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the committee.

Sincerely,

Leah Walsh

Alaska Food Policy Council Member 

Member of Bethel Healthy Foods Taskforce

Admin Assistant
U AF Cooperative Extension Service,
Bethel District/Kuskokwim Campus 
Phone: 543-4564 
Fax: 543-4552 
Email: lkwalsh@alaska.edu
On-line: www.uaf.edu/ces. www.uaf.edu/ces/hhfd/anep/

i
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Linda Hay
From: Mary Sullivan <msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 26, 2013 1:31 PM
To: Rep. Eric Feige
Subject: Food Bank of Alaska Supports HCR01

Good afternoon, Rep. Feige,

I know that the House Resources Committee will have a hearing for this resolution on Friday at 1PM, but I will be 
flying to DC during that hearing. Therefore, I would like to write and express Food Bank of Alaska’s strong support 
of HCR01. At Food Bank of Alaska we believe that no one deserves to be hungry. We have fought tirelessly for the 
approximately 105,000 hungry Alaskans to find private sector solutions and work to maximize the efficiency and 
accountability and impact of available food assistance programs. But we will never find a lasting solution to the 
problem of hunger in Alaska if we are not working together with all our food supply and distribution 
stakeholders. That’s why Food Bank o f Alaska joined the over 200 Alaskans working with the Alaska Food Policy 
Council (AFPC), including stakeholders from the farming, fishing, business, health, and environmental conservation 
sectors of our state. We joined because of our shared concerns about the many food challenges we face, and we are 
looking for a way to tackle them in a comprehensive way. Some of these challenges include:

Businesses see that over a billion dollars a year that Alaskans spend on food is being exported to communities in 
the lower 48. These "food dollars" could be staying right here in our communities, putting people to work.

Health professionals see skyrocketing rates of obesity, and deaths from diet-related disease, like diabetes, heart 
disease, and cancer. Families and food safety advocates are worried about death and illness from contaminated food.

Teachers see kids in school performing poorly because they are hungry or eating too many empty calories and 
junk food.

Families in communities with high fuel prices are forced to choose between paying for heat or for food, and
food is losing.

We are excited that HCR01 has been introduced and strongly support the formation of a food resources and 
development working group to help address Alaska’s food supply and food security challenges. Thank you,

l

mailto:msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org


Director of Advocacy & Agency Relations

Food Bank of Alaska

2121 Spar Avenue

Anchorage, AK 99501

Direct Line: 907-222-3113

Cell: 907-727-8773

Fax: 907-277-7368

Email: msullivan@foodbankofalaska.org 

www. foodbankofalaska. org

W ti

Last year, with just a click, 1,200 Alaskans helped FBA acquire 365,000 lbs of food! Pick. Click. Give for FBA in 2013, 
let’s make the new year a tough one for hunger in Alaska!

Mary Sullivan

2
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Co-Chair.
House Finance Committee 

Chair:
House Finance Subcommittees for; 
D epartm ent o f Public Safety 
D epartm ent o f Law  
Alaska C ourt System

Member:
Legislative Council 
Com mittee on  Committees 
Legislative Budget &  A u d it (alt)

BILL STOLTZE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Representative_B ill_Stoltze@ legis.state.ak .us

Session:
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 515 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-1958 

Fax: (907) 465-4928

District: 
600 E. Railroad Ave. 

Wasilla, A K  99654 
Phone: (907) 376-4958 

Fax: (907) 376-4928

T o ll Free: 1-866^65-4958

Memorandum

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Representative Dan Saddler, Co-Chair House Resource Committee 
Representa^e-Erip Feige, Co-Chair House Resource Committee

Bill Stolt:

F eb ru a ry ^ 2013

Hearing request for HCR 1 — "Relating to the establishment and 
operation of a state food resource developm ent working group."

I request that HCR 1 be calendared for a hearing before the House Resources 
Committee at the earliest possible time. I appreciate your consideration of this 
resolution dealing w ith Alaska's abundant food resources.

Attached is a sponsor statement, and a copy of the legislation for consideration.

Contact m y staff member Darrell Breese (465-4958) for additional information.
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