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Alaska Legislature
Representative Charisse M illett

Session:
State C apito l Build ing, Room 403 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone (907) 465-3879 
Fax (907) 465-2069

Interim :
Anchorage LIO 
716 W  4 th Ave., Room 620 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone (907) 269-0222 

Fax (907) 269-0223

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Chairman Wes Keller, House Judiciary Committee
From: Rep. Charisse M ille tt
Subject: Hearing request fo r HB 274
Date: Wednesday, February 12, 2014
CC:

Please schedule a hearing on House Bill 274 at your earliest convenience. All the 
necessary documents are included w ith  this request.

HB 274 creates public and legislative hearing requirem ents fo r referendums appearing 
on state prim ary and general election ballots.

Jeff Turner is the staffer assigned to this legislation and his d irect line is (907) 465-6588.

###



Alaska Legislature
Representative Charisse M illett

Session:
State  C apito l Bu ild ing, Room 403 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone (907) 465-3879 

Fax (907) 465-2069 
Toll free  (8 8 8 ) 269-3879

rep.charisse. millett(5)a kleg.gov 
District 24

V ers ion : 28-LS 1236\A

Sponsor Statement - House Bill 274
"An Act relating to public hearings on initiatives and referenda scheduled to appear on 

the ballot; and providing for an effective date."

T h e  A la ska  L e g is la tu re  passed  c o m p re h e n s iv e  le g is la t io n  (HB 36 ) r e fo rm in g  th e  s ta te 's  in i t ia t iv e  p ro ce ss  

in  2 0 1 0 . T h a t le g is la t io n ,  k n o w n  as th e  O pen  a n d  T ra n s p a re n t In it ia t iv e  A c t, m a d e  s ig n if ic a n t 

im p ro v e m e n ts  to  th e  e x is t in g  in i t ia t iv e  p roce ss .

I t  m a n d a te d  f in a n c ia l d is c lo s u re  s ta te m e n ts  f r o m  th e  in i t ia t iv e  s p o n s o rs , re q u ire d  s ig n a tu re  g a th e re rs  to  

c a rry  a c o p y  o f  th e  b a llo t  in i t ia t iv e  a n d  p u b lic  h e a rin g s  ( tw o  p e r  ju d ic ia l d is t r ic t)  a c ro ss  th e  s ta te .

H o u s e  B ill 2 7 4  e x te n d s  th e  p u b lic  h e a r in g  an d  le g is la t iv e  re v ie w  re q u ire m e n ts  t o  in c lu d e  re fe re n d u m s .

•  T h e  l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  w i l l  h o ld  a t le a s t tw o  p u b lic  h e a rin g s  o n  th e  re fe re n d u m  in  e a ch  ju d ic ia l 

d is t r ic t  a t le a s t 3 0  days  b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n  th a t  w i l l  h a v e  th e  re fe re n d u m  o n  th e  b a llo t

•  A  s ta n d in g  c o m m it te e  o f  th e  le g is la tu re , s e le c te d  jo in t ly  by  th e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e rs  o f  h o u se  an d  

s e n a te , w i l l  h o ld  a m in im u m  o f  o n e  h e a r in g  o n  th e  re fe re n d u m

•  A  le g is la t iv e  h e a r in g  m u s t be  h e ld  w ith in  3 0  days  o f  th e  c o n v e n in g  o f  th e  le g is la t iv e  sess ion  

p re c e d in g  th e  s ta te w id e  e le c t io n  th a t  th e  re fe re n d u m  w il l  be  v o te d  on

T h e s e  c o m m o n  se n se  s te p s  g iv e  A la ska n s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  le a rn  m o re  a b o u t a re fe re n d u m  b e fo re  

e n te r in g  th e  v o t in g  b o o th  a n d  I u rg e  m y  c o lle a g u e s  t o  s u p p o r t  th is  le g is la tio n .

HB 2 7 4  w a s  r e fe r re d  to  th e  H o u se  S ta te  A ffa irs  an d  J u d ic ia ry  C o m m itte e s .

Interim:
A nchorage LIO 
716 W  4 th Ave., Room 620 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone (907) 269-0222 
Fax (907) 269-0223

Prepared by Jeff T urner on January 28, 2014



LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

D IVIS ION OF LE G A L A N D  RESEARCH SER VIC ES 
LEG ISLA TIVE AFFA IR S A G E N C Y  

STATE OF A L A S K A State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M February 5, 2014

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 274 (Work Order No. 28-LS1236\A)

TO: Representative Charisse Millett 
Attn: Jeff Turner

FROM : Alpheus Bullard 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Requires the lieutenant governor, if a referendum is scheduled to appear on 
the ballot, to hold at least two public hearings concerning the referendum in each judicial 
district of the state at least 30 days before the election. Establishes notice requirements 
and guidelines for the conduct of the hearings.

Section 2. Requires a standing committee of the legislature to hold at least one hearing 
on each referendum that is scheduled to appear on the statewide ballot.

Section 3. Specifies what must be included in a hearing held under AS 24.05.186 on an 
initiative or a referendum.

Section 4. Applies the new requirements in section 1 of the bill to initiatives and 
referenda appearing on the ballot after the effective date of the Act. Applies sections 2 
and 3 to initiatives and referenda on a ballot after the August 2014 primary.

Section 5. Makes the bill's provisions effective immediately.

ALBdem 
14-050.lem



Identifier: HB274-O OG -DO E-1 -31-14

T itle: H EAR IN G S ON R EFER EN D A

Sponsor: RLS

R equester: House State A ffa irs

Expenditures/Revenues

State o f A laska

2014 Legislative Session

Fiscal Note

D epartm ent: O ffice o f the G overnor

Appropria tion : E lections 

A llocation: E lections

OM B C om ponent Num ber: 21

Bill Version: HB 274

Fiscal Note Number:

() Publish Date:

FY2015
A ppropria tion

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2015 
Request

O ut-Y ear Cost Estim ates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
Personal Services 
T  ravel 
Services 
C om m odities 
Capita l O utlay 
G rants & Benefits 
M isce llaneous
Total Operating 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fund Source (Operating Only]
None
Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Positions
Full-tim e
P art-tim e
T em pora ry

Change in Revenues

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSO C IATED  REGULATIONS
Does the bill d irect, o r w ill the  bill result in, regu la tion  changes adopted by you r agency? No
If yes, by w ha t date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed?

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:__________________________________________________________________
Initial Vers ion  1

Prepared By: 

Division: 

Approved By: 

Agency:

Gail Fenumiai, Director

Division of Elections

Guy Bell, Administrative Director

Phone: (907)465-2644
Date: 01/31/2014 12:15 PM

' Date: 01/31/14
Division of Administrative Services, Office of the Governor

Printed 2/4/2014 Page 1



F IS C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS

Analysis

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  NO. HB 274
2014 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

This leg is la tion  proposes to  req u ire  pub lic  hearings fo r  re fe rendum s scheduled to  appear on an e le c tio n  ba llo t.
It w o u ld  also req u ire  leg is la tive  hearings on re fe rendum s scheduled to  appear on an e lec tion  ba llo t.
C u rre n tly  pub lic  and leg is la tive  hearings are on ly  requ ired  fo r  in it ia tiv e  pe titio ns  scheduled to  appear on an e lec tion  ballo t. 
The pub lic  hearing  re q u ire m e n t o f th e  bill takes e ffec t fo r  re fe rendum  appearing on th e  b a llo t a fte r th e  e ffe c tive  da te  o f 
th e  act. The leg is la tive  hearing req u ire m e n t w o u ld  take  e ffe c t fo r  in it ia tiv e  o r re fe rendum  scheduled to  appear on th e  

b a llo t a fte r  th e  August 2014 p rim a ry  e lec tion .
These changes have no im pac t on th e  financ ia l costs associated w ith  th e  d iv is ion 's  conduc t o f  s ta te  and federa l e lections. 
N or w ill any a d d itio na l s ta ff be requ ired  to  im p le m e n t th e  p roposed law.

(Revised 8/16/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2



O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R —
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D a te  R e f e r r e d  to  C o m m i t te e :  J a n u a r y  2 4 , 2 0 1 4  

D a t e  o f  C o m m i t t e e  A c t io n :  A "  II - & - O I  <4
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T h e  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C o m m i t te e  c o n s i d e r e d :

F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :  (Jud ic iary

H B  274

H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 2 7 4
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▲T i ALASKA 
J  MUNICIPAL 

M M  LEAGUE

Alaska ( (inference of Mayors

217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

February 6, 2014

Honorable Representative Charisse Millett 
Room 403
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Millett,

The Alaska Municipal League is in full support of HB 274. We have gotten involved in 
initiatives and referendums in the past, as many times they affect local government. 
Local government, as well, operates under a very open process under Title 29. Being 
the government closest to the people, that is something of which we are quite proud.

We believe this bill will give more people in the State a better opportunity to know as 
much about the facts, from ail sides. While it can be argued that apathy is a huge 
problem, it might be more dangerous to have people voting on issues they truly don’t 
understand.

The Alaska Municipal League appreciates your bringing this bill forward. We would 
encourage passage through each committee and a final positive vote in the Legislature.

Sincerely,

Ca

Kathie Wasserman 
Executive Director

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org

