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A L A S K A  STATE  LE G IS LA T U R E

REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE STEVE THOMPSON

C o m m ittee  S u b stitu te  fo r th e  S p o n so r S u b stitu te  fo r  H o u se  B ill 54 

S p o n so r S ta tem en t

CSSSHB 54: Ensuring Extended Family Members Are Contacted As Potential Foster Parents

Under Alaska law a youth who faces the unfortunate circumstance o f being placed in foster care 
is entitled to a placement that is in his or her “best interests”. Federal law and rules internal to 
the Office of Children’s Services (OCS) note that a search of family members and friends who 
are akin to family members should be completed in a timely manner, within 30 days.

The main provision o f HB 54 makes sure a supervisor signs off that the requirement o f a diligent 
search for family members has occurred. If it has not, the social worker is directed to complete 
that search to the supervisor’s satisfaction in as timely a manner as possible.

HB 54 puts into statute this additional protection, which is not currently addressed by OCS 
statutes or policy, but is warranted due to the continuous high social worker turnover rate. Some 
social workers are very new, and many don’t make it as social workers beyond one year or two 
years. Having a supervisor sign off that a family search has been thoroughly conducted will 
ensure children are protected, and in the best foster home possible.

This provision is expected to be cost-neutral. It is recognized in the area o f foster care that, 
where a good family placement is available, keeping a child in their family is often the 
placement that is the child’s best interests.
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A L A S K A  STATE  LE G IS LA T U R E

REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE STEVE THOMPSON

H o u se  B ill 54 
S ec tio n a l A naly sis

HB 54: Ensuring Extended Family Members Are Contacted As Potential Foster Parents 

Section 1.
This section adds a new section to AS 47.10, requiring that a supervisor in the Office of 
Children’s Services (OCS) certify in writing that a search for noncustodial parents, adult family 
members, and appropriate adult family friends of the child has been conducted. OCS must notify 
these adults o f the child’s removal within 30 days, unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
This section codifies existing OCS policy related to extended family searches, and adds the 
requirement o f supervisor certification.

Section 2.
This section adds a reference to the new section of statute established in Section 1. It requires 
that due diligence be conducted to locate extended family members before the child is placed in a 
foster home.

HB 54 Sectional Analysis, page 1 of 1
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REPRESENTATIVE STEVE THOMPSON

C o m m ittee  S u b stitu te  fo r th e  S p o n so r S u b stitu te  fo r H o u se  B ill 54 

S ec tio n a l A n aly sis

CSSSHB 54: Ensuring Extended Family Members Are Contacted As Potential Foster Parents 

Section 1.

This section adds a new section to AS 47.10, requiring that a supervisor in the Office of 
Children’s Services (OCS) certify in writing that a search for noncustodial parents, adult family 
members, and appropriate adult family friends of the child has been conducted. OCS must notify 
these adults of the child’s removal within 30 days, unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
This section codifies existing OCS policy related to extended family searches, and adds the 
requirement o f supervisor certification.

Section 2.

This section adds a reference to the new section of statute established in Section 1. It requires 
that due diligence be conducted to locate extended family members before the child is placed in a 
foster home.

Section 3.

This section allows the department to provide for emergency placement o f a child while 
conducting due diligence.

HB 54 Sectional Analysis, page 1 of 1
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CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 54(HSS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES COM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GARA AND THOMPSON, Mlllett, Tuck, Peggy Wilson, K erttula, Costello

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the identification, location, and notification of specified family 

members of a child who is in state custody."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 47.10.035. Placement of a child with noncustodial parent or adult 

family member; due diligence, (a) Within 30 days after removal o f a child from the 

child's home and placement of the child in out-of-home care under this chapter and 

under AS 47.14, the department shall exercise due diligence to identify, locate, and 

notify o f the removal noncustodial parents and adult family members o f the child. If 

circumstances prevent the department from completing this due diligence search in 30 

days, the department shall complete the search as soon as possible.

(b) A supervisor of the division of the department with jurisdiction over 

children in need of aid shall verify in writing, in a timely manner, the due diligence of 

the department exercised under (a) of this section.
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* Sec. 2. AS 47.14.100(e) is amended to read:

(e) When a child is removed from a parent's home, the department shall, after 

conducting due diligence required under AS 47.10.035. place the child, in the 

absence o f clear and convincing evidence of good cause to the contrary,

(1) in the least restrictive setting that most closely approximates a 

family and that meets the child's special needs, if  any;

(2) within reasonable proximity to the child's home, taking into 

account any special needs o f the child and the preferences of the child or parent;

(3) with, in the following order of preference,

(A) an adult family member;

(B) an adult [A] family friend who meets the foster care 

licensing requirements established by the department;

(C) a licensed foster home that is not an adult family member 

or family friend;

(D) an institution for children that has a program suitable to 

meet the child's needs.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.14.100 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(u) The department may provide for emergency placement of a child while 

conducting due diligence under AS 47.10.035 and (e) of this section.
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A L A S K A  STATE  LE G IS LA T U R E

REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE STEVE THOMPSON 

H o u se  B ill 54
S u m m a ry  o f  C h an g es fro m  S S H B  54 to  C S H B  54 v e rs io n  R  

Page 1, line 2:
Deletes “and family friends”

This change was made at the request of the Office o f Children’s Services (OCS). The inclusion 
o f family friends in AS 47.10.035 created a new requirement that family friends be notified when 
a child is removed from their home. Determining which family friends were required to be 
notified o f the removal o f the child would be difficult to determine, and would create an onerous 
requirement for OCS to comply with. Family friends will still be considered as potential foster 
parents.

Page 1, lines 6:
Deletes “or adult family friend” for the reasons stated above.

Page 1, line 10:
Deletes “and appropriate adult family friends” for the reasons state above.

Page 1, line 14:
Changes “certify” to “verify”.

This change was made at the request of OCS. OCS feels that a verification o f a family member 
search can be done using current documentation methods, while a certification may have 
required additional documentation.

Page 2, line 2 1-3:
Deletes “The information provided under this subsection shall be submitted to the court for 
consideration before the next scheduled hearing after the due diligence period specified in (a) of 
this section.”

This change was made at the request of OCS. Submitting this information to the court was a 
redundant requirement, as all the information is made available to all parties as part o f the 
discovery process.
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REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE STEVE THOMPSON

Page 2, following line 19:
Inserts a new section to read: “Sec. 3. AS 47.14.100 is amended by adding a new subsection to 
read: (u) The department may provide for emergency placement o f a child while conducting due 
diligence under AS 47.10.035 and (e) o f this section.”

This change was made at the request of OCS and the Department o f Law. There was some 
concern that Sec. 2 (e) o f the bill could prohibit OCS from making an emergency placement for a 
child the day they are removed from their home. This change clarifies that a child may be placed 
in an emergency or temporary foster home until a family search has been conducted and a 
permanent placement has been approved.
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE GARA

TO: SSH B 54

1 Page 1, line 2:

2 Delete "and family friends"

3

4 Page 1, line 5:

5 Delete "parent,"

6 Insert "parent or "

7

0 8 Page 1, line 6:

9 Delete ", or adult family friend"

10

11 Page 1, line 9:

12 Delete "parents,"

13 Insert "parents and"

14

15 Page 1, lines 9 -1 0 :

16 Delete ", and appropriate adult family friends"

17

18 Page 1, line 14:

19 Delete "certify"

20 Insert "verify"

21

22 Page 2, lines 1 - 3:

23 Delete "The information provided under this subsection shall be submitted to the court

o
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1 for consideration before the next scheduled hearing after the due diligence period specified in

2 (a) o f this section."

3

4 Page 2, following line 19:

5 Insert a new bill section to read:

6 "* Sec. 3. AS 47.14.100 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

7 (u) The department may provide for emergency placement o f  a child while

8 conducting due diligence under AS 47.10.035 and (e) o f this section."
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CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 54( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES GARA AND THOMPSON, Millett, Tuck, Peggy Wilson, Kerttula

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the identification, location, and notification of specified family 

members of a child who is in state custody."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 47.10.035. Placement of a child with noncustodial parent or adult 

family member; due diligence, (a) Within 30 days after removal o f a child from the 

child's home and placement of the child in out-of-home care under this chapter and 

under AS 47.14, the department shall exercise due diligence to identify, locate, and 

notify o f the removal noncustodial parents and adult family members o f the child. If 

circumstances prevent the department from completing this due diligence search in 30 

days, the department shall complete the search as soon as possible.

(b) A supervisor of the division o f the department with jurisdiction over 

children in need o f aid shall verify in writing, in a timely manner, the due diligence of 

the department exercised under (a) o f this section.
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* Sec. 2. AS 47.14.100(e) is amended to read:

(e) When a child is removed from a parent's home, the department shall, after 

conducting due diligence required under AS 47.10.035. place the child, in the 

absence o f  clear and convincing evidence o f good cause to the contrary,

(1) in the least restrictive setting that most closely approximates a 

family and that meets the child's special needs, if  any;

(2) within reasonable proximity to the child's home, taking into 

account any special needs of the child and the preferences o f the child or parent;

(3) with, in the following order o f preference,

(A) an adult family member;

(B) an adult [A] family friend who meets the foster care 

licensing requirements established by the department;

(C) a licensed foster home that is not an adult family member 

or family friend;

(D) an institution for children that has a program suitable to 

meet the child's needs.

* Sec. 3. AS 47.14.100 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(u) The department may provide for emergency placement of a child while 

conducting due diligence under AS 47.10.035 and (e) o f this section.
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SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 54

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVES GARA AND THOMPSON, Millett, Tuck, Peggy Wilson

Introduced: 1/24/13 
Referred:

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the identification, location, and notification of specified family 

members and family friends of a child who is in state custody."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 47.10.035. Placement of a child with noncustodial parent, adult family 

member, or adult family friend; due diligence, (a) Within 30 days after removal of 

a child from the child's home and placement o f the child in out-of-home care under 

this chapter and under AS 47.14, the department shall exercise due diligence to 

identify, locate, and notify of the removal noncustodial parents, adult family members, 

and appropriate adult family friends o f the child. If  circumstances prevent the 

department from completing this due diligence search in 30 days, the department shall 

complete the search as soon as possible.

(b) A supervisor of the division o f the department with jurisdiction over 

children in need o f aid shall certify in writing, in a timely manner, the due diligence of
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the department exercised under (a) o f this section. The information provided under this 

subsection shall be submitted to the court for consideration before the next scheduled 

hearing after the due diligence period specified in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.14.100(e) is amended to read:

(e) When a child is removed from a parent's home, the department shall, after 

conducting due diligence required under AS 47.10.035, place the child, in the 

absence o f clear and convincing evidence o f good cause to the contrary,

(1) in the least restrictive setting that most closely approximates a 

family and that meets the child's special needs, if  any;

(2) within reasonable proximity to the child's home, taking into 

account any special needs o f the child and the preferences of the child or parent;

(3) with, in the following order o f preference,

(A) an adult family member;

(B) an adult [A] family friend who meets the foster care 

licensing requirements established by the department;

(C) a licensed foster home that is not an adult family member 

or family friend;

(D) an institution for children that has a program suitable to 

meet the child's needs.
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F IS C A L  N O T E  A N A LY SIS

STA TE O F  ALASKA B ILL  N O. SSHB054

2013 L EG ISLA TIV E SESSION

Analysis

This bill has no fiscal im pact on the Office o f Children's Services.

Section 1 requires the O ffice o f Ch ildren 's Services, w ith in  30 days after removing a child, to  exercise due diligence 
to  identify, locate and notify  noncustodia l parents, adult fam ily members and appropriate adult fam ily  friends o f the 

removal. If circumstances prevent the departm ent from  com pleting due diligence, the departm ent shall com plete 
the search as soon as possible.

OCS a lready adheres to  m ost o f these notification requirements. Federal 42 U.S.C 671(a)(29) requires OCS to notify 
noncustodia l parents and adult fam ily members o f the right to  request placement. OCS policy requires notify ing all 
identified  relatives. The requ irem ent to also notice "appropriate adult fam ily friends" is a new mandate; however it 
is not new practice fo r OCS. "Adu lt fam ily friends" have been considered fo r possible p lacem ent o f a child since 
2005.

HB 54 also requires an OCS supervisor to  certify in w riting tha t due diligence has been exercised. This requ irem ent 
to  verify  w hat is cu rrently  being done verbally is new.

Section 2 adds the due d iligence required under Section la n d  specifies that a fam ily friend considered for 
p lacem ent must be an adult. This section would not have an im pact on current practice.

(Revised 1/15/2013 OMB) P age  2 of 3



K k  TH E STATE

GOVERNOR SEAN PARNELL

April 4, 2013

H e a l t h
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
S o c ia l  S e rv  ic e s

OFFICE OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES 
Director’s Office'

P.O. Sox 110630 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0630 

Main: 907.465.3170 
Fax: 907,465.3397

o

House Health & Social Services Committee Chair
State Capitol Room 424
Juneau AK, 99801
Phone: 907-465-4976
Fax: 907-465-3833

RE: Committee question from April 2nd, 2013

Mr. Chairman,

In response to the question raised specifically by Representative Keller during discussion of 
proposed HB 54, here is the clarification requested.

His question asked if  the requirement to search and contact non-custodial parents still applied 
when the said parent’s rights had been previously terminated. The answer is no; if a parent’s 
rights are terminated, the Department is not required to include them in the diligent search 
completed with 30-days as required by law.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if  there are further questions or clarification needed.

Sinperely,

risty Lawton 
Director

o
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February 25, 2013

AM ERICAN CIVIL  
LIBERTIES UNION OF  
ALASK A
1057 W. Fireweed, Suite 207 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(907) 258-0044 
(907) 258-0288 (fax) 
WWW.AKCLU.ORG
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
DONNA J. GOLDSMITH, Anchorage 
PRESIDENT
RICH CURTNER, Anchorage 
VICE PRESIDENT
LLOYD EGGAN, Anchorage 
TREASURER

O 'O s
OSHUA HEMSATH, Eagle River 

'SECRETARY
WILLIE ANDERSON, Juneau 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION OFFICER
PAUL GRANT, Juneau 
SCOTT HENDERSON, Anchorage 
KATIE HURLEY, Wasilla 
MARJORIE KAISER, Anchorage 
MICHAEL KING, Anchorage 
RACHEL MUIR, Dillingham 
BESSIE O’ROURKE, Anchorage 
CONNIE OZER, Anchorage 
GALEN PAINE, Sitka 
STEPHANIE PAWLOWSKI, Anchorage 
BRIAN SPARKS, Sitka 
JUNE PINNELL-STEPHENS, Fairbanks 
TONY STRONG, ̂Douglas

EMMA HILL, An<morage 
STUDENT ADwSOR

The Honorable Pete Higgins, Chair 
The Honorable Wes Keller, Vice-Chair 
House Health and Social Services Committee 
Alaska State House of Represenatives 
Juneau, AK 99801 

via email: Ren.Pete.Higgins@akleg.gov
Rep.Wes.Keller@akleg.gov

Re: House Bill 54 -  Notice to Family Members in Certain
Child Welfare Cases

Statement in Support

Chair Higgins, Vice-Chair Keller:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding House 
Bill 54. As you know, the American Civil Liberties Union o f Alaska 
(“ACLU) represents thousands o f members and activists throughout the State 
o f Alaska who seek to preserve and expand individual freedoms and civil 
liberties guaranteed under the United States and Alaska Constitutions. From 
that perspective, we have brief comments on the proposed legislation.

Bill Overview

In reviewing the newest version, SSHB 54 would require the Department o f 
Health and Social Services, presumably through the Office of Children’s 
Services, to identify close relatives and family friends, within 30 days of the 
removal o f a child from her home. The obvious aim o f this bill is to ensure 
that concerned and appropriate individuals with a preexisting relationship to 
the child will have notice o f the proceedings. Once they have notice o f that 
proceeding, they may appear and speak out to ensure that the child is placed 
appropriately and that the court hearing the case can hear from all involved 
parties.

http://WWW.AKCLU.ORG
mailto:Ren.Pete.Higgins@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.Wes.Keller@akleg.gov


House Health & Social Services Committee 
Statement in Support of H.B. 54 
February 25, 2013 
Page 2

The Bill Serves the Best Interests of Children in Alaska’s Complex Social Environment

More than in most states, children in Alaska see extended family members as primary care 
givers. A wide array o f people in the child’s community may serve in parental or quasi-parental 
roles: aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, family friends, or adult siblings or half-siblings, 
especially in the Alaska Native community.1 Indeed, the complex extended family structure in 
Alaska Native and Native American communities was a major factor behind the Indian Child 
Welfare Act.2 Focusing excessively or exclusively on the “nuclear” family of biological parents 
and siblings may exclude children who come from families where members of the extended 
family or the community play an important role.

In the end, the touchstone for all legal practice in the area of child welfare law is the best 
interests o f the child. Where it is likely that members of the extended family can provide useful 
insights for the court, offer temporary or foster housing, or even an adoptive home when 
necessary, it makes sense to require notice to all those involved in the child’s life. Improving 
OCS notice to interested parties should lead to fewer children stuck in the foster care system or 
in group homes.

Conclusion

SSHB 54 represents a thoughtful way to increase the participation o f extended family members 
in child in need of aid proceedings. The bill reflects the variety o f families that exist in Alaska 
today, in communities traditionally underserved by child welfare services. A policy change that 
results in better information for the courts and more alternatives to traditional foster care and 
group homes will serve the best interests of children all over Alaska.

Ill

III

III

'.fcornel Pewewardy, Learn ing Styles o f  A m erican Indian/Alaska Native Students: A Review  o f  the Literature and  
tqe Im plications f o r  P ractice, 41 J. AMER. IND. Educ. 22 (No. 3 , 2002)  (“Relatives like aunts, uncles, and 
grandparents who may live in separate households often make major contributions in raising children.”); id  (“It is 
npt unusual for children to stay in a variety o f different households.”).

2 Billie Joe Jones et a l., The Indian Child W e lfa re  A c t  Handbook, at 98 (American Bar Ass’n 2008) (noting 
that the legislative history of the Indian Child Welfare Act indicated that Congress was concerned that “children 
were removed [from homes] merely because the family did not conform to the decision maker’s stereotype of what a 
proper family should be”).
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Thank you again for the opportunity to share our thoughts. And please feel free to contact the 
undersigned should you require any additional information.

Jeffrey Mittman 
Executive Director 
ACLU of Alaska

cc: Representative Benjamin Nageak, Rep.Beniamin.Nageak@akleg.gov
Representative Lance Pruitt, Rep.Lance.Pruitt@akleg.gov 
Representative Lora Reinbold, Rep.Lora.Reinbold@akleg.gov 
Representative Paul Seaton, Rep.Paul.Seaton@akleg.gov 
Representative Geran Tarr, Rep.Geran.Tarr@akleg.gov

Sincerely,

o

o

I>

mailto:Rep.Beniamin.Nageak@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.Lance.Pruitt@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.Lora.Reinbold@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.Paul.Seaton@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.Geran.Tarr@akleg.gov


7702 Stillwater Circle 

Wasilla, Alaska 99654

February 28, 2013

Re: Support for HB No. 54, S

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter in support of HB No. 54, “An Act relating to the identification, location, 
and notification o f specified family members and family friends of a child who is in state 
custody.”

My name is Jennifer Payton. I am a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in the State o f Alaska. I 
have worked in the mental health field for 18 years. My experience is varied, and includes work 
as an Adoption Home Study Writer. This gave me a firsthand look at the need in our state for 
homes for children in need o f adoption. Along with my professional work I am also a 
therapeutic foster parent for teenage boys. The number o f youth in need of foster/adopt homes is 
astounding and I believe it is our duty to try our best in finding placement for these youth. 
Making the right match is an important factor for the success o f foster homes, and beginning 
with next o f kin is most logical as the youth are already connected to them biologically, and most 
likely have a level o f comfort with them, as well as heritage and history in common.

Thank you for hearing my voice and through me the voice o f children in foster care.

Respectfully,

Jennifer L. Payton, LCSW 

907-354-3828

i enn i fer lpavton@ yahoo. com



P r e s b y t e r i a n  H o s p i t a l i t y  H o u s e

209 Forty Mile Avenue, Suite #100 ■ Fairbanks ■ Alaska ■ 99701 • tel (907) 456-6445 • fax (907) 456-6402 

M em bers of the A laska State Legislature:

Thank you for the opportunity to support an act designed to increase the quality of life for children in Alaska. At 
Presbyterian Hospitality House in both Fairbanks and Wasilla, we often see young people who are ready to go 
home but have no family resource to welcome them back. This lack of a home may be because of a natural 
parent who feels they cannot have a older child mix with their younger children, a situation where the parent is 
incarcerated or drug addicted, or all too often, a failed adoption. Many of these young people still need parenting 
and support so we seek foster parents who are eminently qualified to help meet our mission of intentionally 
creating a brighter, safer environment for Alaskan children. Sometimes a bond occurs between the foster parents 
and the child in their care. With careful thought and counseling by one of our 9 therapists the child and foster 
family may reach a decision to seek adoption. What a tragedy for all involved when a well meaning O C S  worker, 
usually new to the "Case" decides that another placement might be better. It is even more of a trauma for 
children ladled "reactive attachment disorder" who have finally worked through this, now, significant relationship.

All too often children who are in out-of-home care under A S  47.14 find themselves alone with only a tenuous 
bond to an O C S  worker for protection. If that worker is transferred or leaves the job, the child can languish in 
the system with no permanent plan for their future. Under Alaska law a youth who faces the unfortunate 
circumstance of being placed in foster care is entitled to a placement that is in his or her "best interests". Federal 
law and rules internal to the Office of Children’s Services (OCS) note that a search of family members and 
friends who are akin to family members should be completed in a timely manner, usually considered being within 
30 days.

HB 54 puts into statute an additional protection, which is not currently addressed by O C S  statutes or policy. This 
A C T  is warranted due to the continuous high turnover rate for O C S  workers. Additionally some O C S  workers 
(over 30% a year) are very new, and many don’t make it as social workers beyond one year or two years. 
Requiring that a more experienced O C S  supervisor document that a family search has been thoroughly 
conducted will ensure that Alaskan children are protected, and when possible residing with a family member or 
kin.

Furthermore, this Act ( HB 54) stipulates that an O C S  supervisor will be required to verify that a diligent search 
for family members has occurred. If it has not, the O C S  line worker will be directed to complete that search, to 
the supervisor’s satisfaction

It is generally accepted in the field of foster care services that, if a good family placement is available, keeping a 
child in their family is often the placement that is the best interest of the child as well as the community. This 
provision is expected to be cost-neutral.

Drenda Tigner
Chief Executive Officer 
Presbyterian Hospitality House  
1356 Parks Hwy.Ste. 101 
Wasilla, Ak 99654

A Member of the United Way of the Tanana Valley United
Way

H B  54 supporting docum ent letter Presbyterian Hospitality 

H o u se  2-20-13



A L A S K A  STA TE  LE G IS LA T U R E

REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA 
REPRESENTATIVE STEVE THOMPSON

H o u se  B ill 54 
R eq u es t fo r T e leco n fe ren c in g

Witnesses

Amanda Metivier Off-net
Statewide Coordinator, Facing Foster Care in Alaska

HB 54 Request for Teleconferencing, page 1 of 1

January-M ay: State C apitol •  Juneau, A K  99801-1182 •  (907) 465-2647 •  Fax  (907) 465-3518
June-D ecem ber: 716 W . 4th A venue •  A nchorage, A K  99501* (907) 269-0106* Fax (907) 269-0109

R epresentative_Les_G ara@ akleg.gov

mailto:Representative_Les_Gara@akleg.gov


P a u l ye_r_hagen^___

O F rom : Apache <apache@wwwjnu02.legis.state.ak.us>
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2013 3:21 PM
To: LIO Juneau; Paul Verhagen
Subject: Teleconference Order Form

M eeting: new

Sponsor and/or Committee Name: HSS

D ate o f  Teleconference: February 7, 2013

Start Time: 3:00 PM

End Time: 5:00 PM

C hairing Site: HSS

Juneau  Room: 106

B ill Information:
HB 54: "An Act relating to the identification, location, and notification o f specified family members and family

a iends o f  a child who is in state custody.", Public, N/A 
, Public, N/A

Stream ed to akl.tv: yes

Executive Session: no

C ontact Person: Paul Verhagen

Telephone Number: 907-465-4230

Em ail Address: paul.verhagen@ akleg.gov

LIO Sites:

anchorage
fairbanks
juneau

M ay other LIO's add: yes 

Offnet Name(s):

Amanda M etivier - Statewide Coordinator, Facing Foster Care in Alaska

l

mailto:apache@wwwjnu02.legis.state.ak.us
mailto:paul.verhagen@akleg.gov


Possible testifiers for the House HSS Committee hearing on HB 54 Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 3 p.m.: 

Christy Lawton, Director of the Office of Children's Services, in Juneau available for questions 

Am anda Metivier, Statewide Coordinator, Facing Foster Care in Alaska


