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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
State Capitol, Barnes 124

Rep. Neal F o s t e r J u n e a u ,  AK 99801 -1182
Rep. Bob H e r r o n C o - C h a i r s

Rep. Kurt OlsonRep. Gabrielle LeDoux
Rep. Lora Reinbold(907)465-4998 FAX 465-4419

Rep. Sam Kito IIIRep. Benjamin Nageak
(907)465-3018 FAX 465-2827

COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE

TO: Representative Craig Johnson, R ules Chairman

FROM: Rep. Benjam in Nageak, C& RA Co-Chair
G abrielle L eD oux , C&RA Co-Chairs ( ) '/'

DATE: March 11, 2014

RE: H CR 24 SUPPO RTING  DO G  M U SH IN G  Floor Hearing Request

I respectfully request H C R  24 Supporting D og  M ushing be scheduled for the H ouse Floor— at your 
earliest convenience. H C R  24 has m oved out o f  the C & R A Com m ittee this morning.

H CR 24 honors the sport o f  dog m ushing and the athletes w ho participate. A s the 1st musher 
crossed under N o m e’s burled arch finish line today (M arch 11, 2014), w e b elieve that this resolution  
is very tim ely to bring before the Legislature.

S ta ff contact for this legislation  is Paul Labolle, w ho can be reached at 465-3789 .

Thank you  for your consideration o f  this request.



A L A S K A  FE D E R A T IO N  O F N A TIV ES, INC. 
2013 A FN  C O N V E N TIO N  

R E SO LU TIO N  13-33

T IT LE :

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

A  R E SO LU TIO N  SU P P O R T IN G  T H E  P R O T E C T IO N  OF SLE D  D O G  M U SH IN G  IN 
A LA S K A  A N D  T O  A FF IR M  A LA S K A  A S  A  "R IG H T  TO  M U SH " STA TE  A N D  TO  
P R O T E C T  T H E  C U S T O M A R Y  A N D  T R A D IT IO N A L  A C T IV IT Y  OF S LE D  DOG  M U SH IN G  
FO R T H E  S P IR IT U A L, M E N T A L A N D  P H Y S IC A L H EA LTH  O F A LA S K A N S

T h e  A la ska  Fe d eratio n  o f N a tive s (A FN ) is the la rge st sta te w id e  N ative  
o rga n iza tio n  in A la sk a  and its m e m b e rsh ip  in c lu d e s 118 fe d e ra lly -re co g n ize d  
trib e s, 133 v illa g e  co rp o ra tio n s , 13 reg io n al co rp o ra tio n s , and  11 reg ion al 
n o n p ro fit and  trib a l co n so rtiu m s th a t co n tra ct and run fe d e ra l and  state  
p ro g ra m s; and

T h e  m issio n  o f A FN  is to e n h a n ce  and  p ro m o te  the cu ltu ra l, e co n o m ic, and 
p o litica l vo ice  o f th e  entire  A la ska  N ative  co m m u n ity ; and

A la ska  Fed eratio n  o f N atives (A FN ) fu lly  su p p o rts  all o f its m em b ers in all a sp e cts 

o f th e ir  se lf-d e te rm in a tio n , h ealth  and w e ll-b e in g , and

T h e  State  o f A la ska  has an e xte n sive  system  of a cco u n ta b ility , a p p ro ve d  by 
T h e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, fo r  sch o o ls  and  schoo l d istricts; and

W H E R E A S : T h e  State  sp o rt o f A la ska  is m u sh in g; it is e m b race d  by N ative  and n o n -N a tive
p e rso n s a like , w h o  co n tin u e  to  live w ith  d ogs, trave l by d og  te am  an d  p erp e tu ate  
th e  cu ltu re  and trad itio n  o f d og  m u sh in g  th a t has been  e xe rc ise d  fo r th o u sa n d s 
o f y e a rs  in A la ska  by N ative  A la sk a n s; and

W H E R E A S : A la ska  is h isto rica lly  h om e to  sled  d ogs and d og  m u sh e rs. It is an im p o rtan t
th re a d  in th e  fa b ric  o f A la skan  life, an im p o rta n t a sp e ct o f th e  sp iritu a l w e llb e in g  
and cu ltu ra l id en tity ; and

W H E R E A S : S led  D og m u sh in g  is m ore th an  a sp o rt, it is a w ay o f life th a t has roots in an cie n t
t im e s  w h e n  m an first  b on d ed  w ith  a n im als. T h is  re latio n sh ip  help ed  N ative  
A la sk a n s to  live, h un t, th rive , and p o p u late  th is state  p rio r to th e  arriva l o f 
m e ch a n ize d  m ea n s o f tra n sp o rta tio n ; and

W H E R E A S : M u sh in g  is u n d e r attack  in A la ska . S led dog m u sh e rs aro u n d  the state  are
e x p e rie n c in g  h a ra ssm e n t th ro u g h  fr iv o lo u s la w su its, th e  h a m p e rin g  o f kennel 
o p e ra tio n s , sled  d og tra in in g  runs an d  o b stru ctio n  o f tra ils ; and
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W H E R E A S : M u sh e rs all o ve r th e  state  are  b e in g  b ullied, in te n tio n a lly  d istu rb e d  and
b o th e red  by in d iv id u a ls  w h o  have no resp e ct fo r  th e  a rt o f dog m ush in g , dog 
h u sb a n d ry  and  th e  tra d itio n a l A la skan  w a y  o f life; and

W H E R E A S : D og m u sh e rs co n trib u te  to  th e  im age  of A la ska  as th e  last fro n tie r state ; th ey
co n trib u te  to  state  and local e co n o m ie s by p ro v id in g  p o p u la r to u rist a ttra ctio n s; 
th e y  co n trib u te  to  th e  A la skan  sp o rts scen e  by h o ld in g  sled  dog races th at a ttract 
m illio n s  o f fa n s  w o rld w id e  and p ro v id e  e xc ite m e n t and p u rp o se  lo ca lly ; th e y 
c o n trib u te  to  th e  p ride, sp iritu a l and  p h ysica l w e llb e in g  and cu ltu ra l id en tity  of 
fa n s  and m u sh e rs alike, w h e th e r be it th ro u gh  racin g  or re cre a tio n a lly  m u sh in g .

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT  R E S O LV E D  th at th e  D e legate s o f the 2 01 3  A la ska  F ed eratio n  o f N atives 
su p p o rt th e  cre a tio n  o f th e  Code o f th e  N orth , w h ich  e sta b lish e s A la ska  as a 
"R ig h t to  M u sh " state . The  C o de o f th e  N orth  e n ta ils  th a t p eo p le  w h o  ch o se  to 
live  in A la ska  sh o u ld  e m b ra ce  th e  fa ct th a t sled  d og m u sh in g  is still a live  and 
p ra ctice d . T h e  C o d e  o f th e  N orth  is b ased  on th e  h o n o r th a t sled  dog m u sh in g  
b rings, and th e  g rit  and te n a c ity  learn ed  fro m  m u sh in g  m ile s th ro u gh  open w ild  
co u n try  in h arsh  w e a th e r co n d itio n s. M u sh e rs -p ro v id e d  th a t th e y  h o n o ra b ly  
m ain ta in  th e ir  ken n e l and h u m a n e ly  tre a t the d ogs - need th e  su p p o rt of 
A la sk a n s so  th a t th e y  are ab le  to  p erp e tu ate  th e  tra d itio n  and cu ltu re  o f sled  dog 
ke e p in g  in A la sk a  fo r  fu tu re  gen era tio n s.

BE IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O LV E D  th a t th is  reso lu tio n  shall be the  p o licy  o f AFN  until it is w ith d ra w n  or 
m o d ifie d  by su b se q u e n t reso lu tio n .

S U B M IT T E D  BY: A S S O C IA T IO N  OF V ILLA G E  C O U N C IL  P R E SID E N T S
C O M M IT T E E  A C T IO N : DO PASS
C O N V E N T IO N  A C T IO N : PASS
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Willow Area Community Organization 
P.O. Box 1027 - Willow-AK 99688 

907-495-6633 
www.waco-ak.org

Affirm Alaska as "Right to Mush" State Resolution:

Title: A resolution supporting the protection of sled dog mushing in Alaska and to affirm Alaska as a "Right 
to Mush" state and to protect the customary and traditional activity of sled dog mushing for the spiritual, 
mental and physical health of Alaskans.

WHEREAS: The State sport of Alaska is mushing. It is embraced by Native and non-Native persons alike, 
who continue to live with dogs, travel by dog team and perpetuate the culture and tradition of dog 
mushing that has been exercised for thousands of years in Alaska by Native Alaskans.

WHEREAS: Alaska is historically home to sled dogs and dog mushers. It is an important thread in the fabric 
of Alaskan life, an important aspect of the spiritual wellbeing and cultural identity.

WHEREAS: Sled Dog mushing is more than a sport. It is a way of life that has roots in ancient times when 
man first bonded with animals. This relationship helped Native Alaskans to live, hunt, thrive, and populate 
this state prior to the arrival of mechanized means of transportation.

WHEREAS: Mushing is under attack in Alaska. Sled dog mushers around the state are experiencing 
harassment through frivolous lawsuits, the hampering of kennel operations, sled dog training runs and 
obstruction of trails.

WHEREAS: Mushers all over the state are being bullied, intentionally disturbed and bothered by 
individuals who have no respect for the art of dog mushing, dog husbandry and the traditional Alaskan 
way of life.

WHEREAS: Dog mushers contribute to the image of Alaska as the last frontier state; they contribute to 
state and local economies by providing popular tourist attractions; they contribute to the Alaskan sports 
scene by holding sled dog races that attract millions of fans worldwide and provide excitement and 
purpose locally; they contribute to the pride, spiritual and physical wellbeing and cultural identity of fans 
and mushers alike, whether be it through racing or recreationally mushing.

Therefore be it resolved that: Willow Area Community Organization (WACO) support the creation of the 
Code of the North, which establishes Alaska as a "Right to Mush" state. The Code of the North entails that 
people who chose to live in Alaska should embrace the fact that sled dog mushing is still alive and 
practiced. The Code of the North is based on the honor that sled dog mushing brings, and the grit and 
tenacity learned from mushing miles through open wild country in harsh weather conditions. Mushers -  
provided that they honorably maintain their kennel and humanely treat the dogs -  need the support of 
Alaskans so that they are able to perpetuate the tradition and culture of sled dog keeping in Alaska for 
future generations.

/ Z C o —
Sue Morgan, Secretary, Willow Area Community Organization

November 13, 2013

http://www.waco-ak.org


Resolution Affirming Alaska as “Right to Mush” State:

Title: A resolution supporting sled dog mushing in Alaska and establishing the 
“Right to Mush” on the Seward Peninsula and in the state of Alaska and to protect 
the customary and traditional activity of sled dog mushing in the region and state 
as a traditional activity.

WHEREAS: The State sport of Alaska is sled dog mushing. It is embraced by many 
Alaskans who continue to live with dogs, travel by dog team and perpetuate the 
culture and tradition of sled dog mushing that has been exercised for thousands of 
years in Alaska.

WHEREAS: The Seward Peninsula is the historic home to sled dog racing, started 
by the Nome Kennel Club in 1907, it is also an important thread in the fabric of 
Alaskan life, and an important aspect of the spiritual wellbeing and cultural 
identity of the people here. *

WHEREAS: Dog mushing contributes to the image of Alaska as the Last Frontier 
state; it contributes to state and local economies by providing popular tourist 
attractions; dog mushing also makes possible sled dog races which attract millions 
of fans worldwide, providing exciting events, and show-casing Alaska on an 
international level.

Therefore: It is in the interest of preserving this sport and the way of life in rural 
Alaska that it represents that The Nome Kennel Club supports the “Right to Mush” 
on the Seward Peninsula and in the state of Alaska. This would include the 
establishment of traditionally used trails, guaranteeing the right to keep_kennels, 
and legislative support through the recognition by the legislature of the importance 
of dog mushing to the identity of this region and the state in order to preserve this 
tradition and culture for future generations.

Signed into effect the 5th day of December 2013 by the Nome Kennel Club

Nome Kennel Club President

Drafted September 2013 by Nils Hahn/Diana Haecker, nilsh@arctic.net/diana@arcticnet 
Edited November 2013 by The Nome Kennel Club Board



FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name)________________

STATE OF ALASKA
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title Supporting Dog Mushing

Sponsor
Requester

House Community & Regional Affairs Committee 
House Community & Regional Affairs Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Bill Version

Fiscal Note Number
() Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

HCR 24 (A)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY15
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY15 Request

O ut-Year Cost Estim ates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY15 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1007 I/A Rcpts (Other)
1156 Rcpt Svcs (DGF)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ICHANGEIN REVENUES f

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY14) operating costs_________________ 0.0_____  (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY15) costs 0.0____ (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? No
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended, or repealed? _____________ Discuss details in analysis section.

Why th is fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)
Not applicable, initial version

Prepared by Kimberly Clark, House C&RA Committee Aide  Phone (907) 465-3018
Division Legislative Affairs____________________________________________________ Date/Time ~3/11/14 10:00 AM

Approved by Rep Gabrielle LeDoux & Rep Benjamin Nageak___________________________  Date 3/11/2013
Division House C&RA Co-Chairs

(Revised 8/16/2013 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. HCR 24 (A)

(Revised 8/16/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Title: A  resolution supporting the protection o f sled dog mushing and sled dog keeping in 
Alaska and to affirm Alaska as a “Right to M ush” state and to protect the customary and 
traditional activity o f sled dog mushing for the spiritual, mental and physical health of  
Alaskans.

WHEREAS: The State sport o f Alaska is mushing. It is embraced by Native and non-Native 
persons alike, who continue to live with dogs, travel by dog team and perpetuate the culture and 
tradition o f dog mushing that has been exercised for thousands o f  years in Alaska.

WHEREAS: Alaska is historically home to sled dogs and dog mushers. It is an important thread 
in the fabric o f Alaskan life, an important aspect o f the spiritual well-being and cultural identity.

WHEREAS: Sled Dog mushing is more than a sport. It is a way o f  life that has roots in ancient 
times when man first bonded with animals. This relationship helped Alaskans to live, hunt, thrive, 
and populate this state prior to the arrival o f  mechanized means o f  transportation.

WHEREAS: M ushing has been targeted by organizations such as PETA who wish elimination o f 
the sport and its way o f  life. They have asked people not to patronize, not to participate in tours 
containing, or support companies that sponsor, sled dog racing.

WHEREAS: Dog mushers contribute to the image o f Alaska as the last frontier state; they 
contribute to state and local economies by providing popular tourist attractions; they contribute to 
the Alaskan sports scene by holding sled dog races that attract millions o f fans worldwide and 
provide excitement and purpose locally; they contribute to the pride, spiritual and physical 
w ellbeing and cultural identity o f  fans and mushers alike, whether be it through racing or 
recreationally mushing.

Therefore be it resolved that: The Alaska State Legislature recognizes A laska as a “Right to 
M ush” state and embraces the practice o f  sled dog mushing as a past, present, and future part o f 
A laska’s heritage.

Be it further resolved The A laska State Legislature honors the grit and tenacity o f  
m ushers w ho brave m iles o f  open w ild  country in harsh weather conditions.

Be it further resolved'. The Alaska State Legislature realizes that M ushers -who honorably 
maintain their kennel and humanely treat the dogs - need the support o f  Alaskans so th a t they  
are ab le  to  p erp e tu a te  th e  trad itio n  and cu ltu re  o f  sled  dog m u sh in g  in  A lask a  fo r fu tu re 
generations.

Affirm Alaska as “Right to Mush” State Resolution:



Title: A resolution supporting the protection of sled dog mushing and sled dog 
keeping in Alaska and to affirm Alaska as a “Right to Mush” state and to protect 
the customary and traditional activity of sled dog mushing for the spiritual, mental 
and physical health of Alaskans.

WHEREAS: The State sport o f  A laska is m ushing. It is em braced by N ative and non- 
N ative persons alike, w ho continue to live with dogs, travel by dog team and perpetuate 
the culture and tradition o f  dog m ushing that has been exercised for thousands o f  years in 
A laska by N ative A laskans.

WHEREAS: A laska is h istorically hom e to sled dogs and dog mushers. It is an important 
thread in the fabric o f  A laskan life, an important aspect o f  the spiritual w ellbeing and 
cultural identity.

WHEREAS: Sled D og  m ushing is more than a sport. It is a w ay o f  life that has roots in 
ancient tim es w hen man first bonded with anim als. This relationship helped N ative  
A laskans to live, hunt, thrive, and populate this state prior to the arrival o f  m echanized  
m eans o f  transportation.

WHEREAS: M ushing is under attack in Alaska. Sled dog m ushers around the state are 
experiencing harassment through frivolous lawsuits, the hampering o f  kennel operations, 
sled dog training runs and obstruction o f  trails.

WHEREAS: M ushers all over the state are being bullied, intentionally disturbed and 
bothered by individuals w ho have no respect for the art o f  dog m ushing, dog husbandry 
and the traditional A laskan w ay o f  life.

WHEREAS: D og m ushers contribute to the im age o f  A laska as the last frontier state; 
they contribute to state and local econom ies by providing popular tourist attractions; they  
contribute to the A laskan sports scene by holding sled dog races that attract m illions o f  
fans w orldw ide and provide excitem ent and purpose locally; they contribute to the pride, 
spiritual and physical w ellbeing  and cultural identity o f  fans and mushers alike, whether 
be it through racing or recreationally m ushing.

Therefore be it resolved that:______________________________________ support the creation
o f  the Code o f  the North, w hich  establishes A laska as a “Right to M ush” state. The Code 
o f  the North entails that people w ho chose to live in A laska should embrace the fact that 
sled dog m ushing is still alive and practiced. The Code o f  the North is based on  the honor 
that sled  dog m ushing brings, and the grit and tenacity learned from m ushing m iles  
through open w ild  country in harsh weather conditions. M ushers -p rovid ed  that they 
honorably maintain their kennel and hum anely treat the dogs - need the support o f  
Alaskans so that they are able to perpetuate the tradition and culture o f  sled dog keeping  
in A laska for future generations.

Affirm Alaska as “Right to M ush” State Resolution:



Affirm Alaska as “Right to Mush” State Resolution:

Title: A  resolution supporting the protection of sled dog mushing and sled dog keeping in 
Alaska and to affirm Alaska as a “Right to M ush” state and to protect the customary and 
traditional activity o f sled dog mushing for the spiritual, mental and physical health of 
Alaskans.

WHEREAS: The State sport o f Alaska is mushing. It is embraced by Native and non-Native 
persons alike, who continue to live with dogs, travel by dog team and perpetuate the culture and 
tradition o f  dog m ushing that has been exercised for thousands o f years in Alaska.

WHEREAS: Alaska is historically home to sled dogs and dog mushers. It is an important thread 
in the fabric o f  Alaskan life, an important aspect o f  the spiritual well-being and cultural identity.

WHEREAS: Sled Dog mushing is more than a sport. It is a way o f life that has roots in ancient 
times when man first bonded with animals. This relationship helped Alaskans to live, hunt, thrive, 
and populate this state prior to the arrival o f mechanized means o f transportation.

WHEREAS: M ushing has been targeted by organizations such as PET A who wish elimination o f 
the sport and its way o f life. They have asked people not to patronize, not to participate in tours 
containing, or support companies that sponsor, sled dog racing.

WHEREAS: M ushing is under attack in Alaska. Sled dog mushers around the state are 
experiencing harassment through frivolous lawsuits, the hampering o f kennel operations, sled dog 
training runs and obstruction o f trails.

WHEREAS: M ushers all over the state are being bullied, intentionally disturbed and bothered by 
individuals who have no respect for the art o f  dog mushing, dog husbandry and the traditional 
Alaskan way o f life.

WHEREAS: Dog mushers contribute to the image o f Alaska as the last frontier state; they 
contribute to state and local economies by providing popular tourist attractions; they contribute to 
the Alaskan sports scene by holding sled dog races that attract millions o f fans worldwide and 
provide excitement and purpose locally; they contribute to the pride, spiritual and physical 
wellbeing and cultural identity o f fans and mushers alike, whether be it through racing or 
recreationally mushing.

Therefore be it resolved that: The Alaska State Legislature recognizes Alaska as a “Right to 
M ush” state and em braces the practice o f  sled dog mushing as a past, present, and future part o f 
A laska’s heritage.

Be it further resolved The Alaska State and the grit and tenacity o f mushers who brave miles o f 
open wild country in harsh weather conditions.

Be it further resolved: The Alaska State Legislature realizes that M ushers -who honorably 
maintain their kennel and humanely treat the dogs - need the support o f Alaskans so th a t they  
are ab le  to p erp e tu a te  the  trad itio n  and  cu ltu re o f  sled  dog m u sh in g  in  A lask a  for fu tu re 
generations.




