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Alaska State Legislature District 22 - Representing Dimond Estates, Foxridge, Taku,
Campbell, Northwood and Windemere

Representative Chris Tuck
House Minority Leader

To: Representative B en N ageak
Co-Chair, H ouse Com m unity & R egional Affairs Com m ittee

Representative Gabrielle L eD oux  
Co-Chair, H ouse Communit; A ffairs Com m ittee

From: Representative Chris Tuck
H B 317  Prime Sponsor

Subject: Hearing R equest for HB 317
Traffic Control N ear Schools

Date: February 27, 2014

I am respectfully requesting a hearing in the H ouse C om m unity and R egional A ffairs Com m ittee 
on  H ouse B ill 317 , Traffic Control D ev ices N ear Schools.

In response to public and parent concern for the need o f  increased safety precautions around 
schools, this legislation  w ill require traffic control devices to bring attention to all our schools to 
ensure the safety o f  every child. This b ill w ill require the installation o f  sch ools zones for every  
school; public, private and religious, w h ile  still a llow ing the discretion for the m unicipality on  
the location to p lace signs, speed zones, lights or other m easures where appropriate.

In the packet, I have included:
•  H ouse B ill 317, V ersion  A
•  Sponsor Statem ent
•  A laska Traffic M anual, Traffic Control D ev ices for School Areas
•  Support Letters

I f  necessary, other backup w ill be forthcom ing. P lease contact m y staffer, Kendra K loster, with  
any questions or concerns.

State Capitol Bldg. Rm 404
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Rep.Chris.Tuck@ akleg.gov

Phone (907) 465-2095 
Fax (907) 465-3810 
Toll-free (866) 465-2095
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State of Alaska
2014 Legislative Session

Fiscal Note
Bill Version:

Fiscal Note Number:

() Publish Date:

HB 317

Identifier: H B317CS(CRA)-DO T-SDES-3-31-14

Title: T R A F F IC  CO N TRO L D E V IC E S  NEAR SC H O O LS
Sponsor: TU C K
Requester: House Community and Regional Affairs 

Expenditures/Revenues

Department: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Appropriation: Highways, Aviation and Facilities 

Allocation: Southeast Region Highways and Aviation
OMB Component Number: 603

FY2015
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2015 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY  2020
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants & Benefits 
Miscellaneous

217.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

Total Operating 217.0 0.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

Fund Source (Operating Only]
1004 Gen Fund 217.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6
Total 217.0 0.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(d iscuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(d iscuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? Yes
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 07/01/15

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:_________________________________________________________________
Updated for Committee Substitute 28-LS1442U.________________________________________________________

Prepared By: 
Division: 
Approved By: 
Agency:

Connie McKenzie, Legislative Liaison
Office of the Commissioner
Mary P. Siroky, Director, Administrative Services

Phone: (907)465-4772
Date: 03/28/2014 06:00 PM
Date: 03/31/2014

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Printed 3/31/2014 Page 1



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB317
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This bill adds to the number of schools that require appropriate school zone signs.

The department estimates there are 7 schools in Southeast Region on state roads that will require some type 
of traffic control devices at an estimated cost of $217.0. The costs include design, any necessary 
environmental permitting, acquisition of right-of-way, and cost of construction.

Additionally, the department will have ongoing maintenance and operation costs of $1.6 annually to include 
electricity, routine painting of crosswalks, replacement of signs and parts for flashing lights.

Southeast Region (State responsibility)
Schools needing school zone signs 4
Schools needing crosswalks/signs 2
Schools needing speed zones/flashers 1
Total 7 - $ 217.0

(Revised 8/2/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Fiscal

Identifier: HB317CS(CRA)-DO T-CRHA-3-31 -14

Title: T R A FF IC  C O N TR O L D E V IC E S  N EAR SC H O O LS
Sponsor: T U C K

Requester: House Community and Regional Affairs

State of Alaska
2014 Legislative Session

Note

Department: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Appropriation: Highways, Aviation and Facilities 
Allocation: Central Region Highways and Aviation
OMB Component Number: 564

Bill Version: HB 317

Fiscal Note Number:

() Publish Date:

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below._______________________________  (Thousands of Dollars)

FY2015
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor’s 

FY2015 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY  2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous

190.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2

Total Operating 190.0 0.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2

Fund Source (Operating Only]
1004 Gen Fund 190.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
Total 190.0 0.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(d iscuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? Y e s
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 07/01/15

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:_________________________________________________________________
Updated for Committee Substitute 28-LS1442U.__________________________________________

Prepared By: Connie McKenzie, Legislative Liaison__________________________________________ Phone: (907)465-4772
Division: Office of the Commissioner ___________________________________ Date: 03/28/2014 06:00 PM
Approved By: Mary P. Siroky, Director, Administrative Services_________________________________ Date: 03/31/2014
Agency: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities________________________________

Printed 3/31/2014 Page 1



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB317

2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

T h is  bill ad ds to the n um b er o f schools th at require ap prop riate  school zone signs.

T h e  d ep artm en t estim ates there  are 5 schools in Central Region on state roads th at w ill require som e type o f traffic 
co n tro l d evices at an estim ated cost o f $190.0 . The costs include design, any n ecessary environm ental perm itting, 
acq u isitio n  o f right-of-w ay, and cost o f construction.

A d d itio n a lly , the d ep artm en t will have ongoing m aintenance and operation costs o f $1.2 an nu ally  to include 
e lectric ity , routine p a inting o f crossw alks, rep lacem ent o f signs and parts fo r flash ing lights.

C e n tra l Region (State responsib ility)
S ch o o ls  n eeding school zone signs 3
S ch o o ls  n eeding cro ssw alks/sign s 1
S ch o o ls  n eeding speed zo n es/flash ers 1

T o ta l 5 - $ 190.0



State of Alaska
2014 Legislative Session

Fiscal Note
Bill Version:

Fiscal Note Number:

() Publish Date:

HB 317

Identifier: H B317CS(CRA)-DO T-N RH A-3-31-14

Title: T R A FF IC  C O N TR O L D E V IC E S  N EAR SC H O O LS
Sponsor: TU CK
Requester: House Community and Regional Affairs 

Expenditures/Revenues

Department: Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Appropriation: Highways, Aviation and Facilities 
Allocation: Northern Region Highways and Aviation
OMB Component Number: 2068

FY2015
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY2015 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2015 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants & Benefits
Miscellaneous

217.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

Total Operating 217.0 0.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

Fund Source (Operating Only'
1004 Gen Fund 217.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6
Total 217.0 0.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6

Positions
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Change in Revenues

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY2014) cost: 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(d iscuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY2015) cost: 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(d iscuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

ASSOCIATED REGULATIONS
Does the bill direct, or will the bill result in, regulation changes adopted by your agency? Yes
If yes, by what date are the regulations to be adopted, amended or repealed? 07/01/15

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version:_________________________________________________________________
Updated version for Committee Substitute 28-LS11442U._______________________________________________

Prepared By: 
Division: 
Approved By: 
Agency:

Connie McKenzie, Legislative Liaison
Office of the Commissioner
Mary P. Siroky, Director, Administrative Services

Phone: (907)465-4772
Date: 03/28/2014 06:00 PM
Date: 03/31/14

Department of Transportation and Public Services

Printed 3/31/2014 Page 1



FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB317
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This bill adds to the number of schools that require appropriate school zone signs.

The department estimates there are 7 schools in Northern Region on state roads that will require some type of 
traffic control devices at an estimated cost of $217.0. The costs include design, any necessary environmental 
permitting, acquisition of right-of-way, and cost of construction.

Additionally, the department will have ongoing maintenance and operation costs of $1.6 annually to include 
electricity, routine painting of crosswalks, replacement of signs and parts for flashing lights.

Northern Region (State responsibility)
Schools needing school zone signs 4
Schools needing crosswalks/signs 2
Schools needing speed zones/flashers 1
Total 7 - $ 217.0

(Revised 8/2/2013 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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Gardner 
3/26/14

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 317( )

IN THE L EG ISLA TU R E OF THE STATE OF A L A SK A  

T W EN TY -EIG H TH  L EG ISLATU RE - SEC O N D  SESSIO N

B Y

O ffered :
R e fe rre d :

Sp o n so r(s): R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  T U C K , D ru m m on d , G a r a

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to official marking and posting of highways; and relating to traffic 

control signals at schools and in school zones."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A S 19.10 .040  is am ended to read:

Sec. 19.10.040. Uniform system of marking and posting. The department 

shall c lassify , designate, and mark h ighw ays under its jurisdiction and shall provide a 

uniform system  o f  marking and posting these highw ays. The system  o f  marking and 

posting m ust correlate w ith  and, as far as possib le, conform  to the recom m endations o f  

the M anual on  Uniform Traffic Control D ev ices  as adopted by the Am erican  

A ssociation  o f  State H ighw ay and Transportation O fficials. The department shall 

adopt uniform regulations for the placing and installation of necessary m ark in g  

and posting of highways.

* Sec. 2. A S  19 .10 .040  is am ended by adding a n ew  subsection to read:

(b) The system  adopted by the department under (a) o f  this section must

- 1-
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include provisions for the marking and posting o f  highw ays at sch ools and in school 

zones. In this subsection, "school" has the m eaning given  in A S 28 .01 .010 .

* Sec. 3. A S  19 .10 .050  is am ended to read:

Sec. 19.10.050. Traffic control signals. The department shall prescribe types 

o f  traffic control signals to regulate traffic on  highw ays. These signals m ust correlate 

w ith and, as far as possib le, conform  to the recom m endations o f  the M anual on 

U niform  Traffic Control D ev ices as adopted by the Am erican A ssociation  o f  State 

H ighw ay and Transportation O fficials. The department shall adopt uniform  

regulations for the p lacing and installation o f  traffic control signals.

* Sec. 4. A S  19 .10 .050  is am ended by adding a n ew  subsection to read:

(b) The regulations adopted by the department under (a) o f  this section must 

include provisions for the posting o f  traffic control signals at schools and in school 

zones. In this subsection, "school" has the m eaning given  in A S  28 .01 .010 .

* Sec. 5. A S  2 8 .01 .010(d ) is am ended to read:

(d) A  m unicipality shall erect necessary offic ia l traffic control devices on 

streets and highw ays and at schools and in school zones within  its jurisdiction that as 

far as practicable conform  to the current edition o f  the A laska Traffic M anual prepared 

by the Departm ent o f  Transportation and Public Facilities. The m unicipality

(1) shall post a sign indicating that the school is a "drug-free school 

zone" at each  location  in w hich it has installed a sign identifying the location o f  a 

school;

(2) m ay post a sign at each recreation and youth center indicating that 

the center is a "drug-free recreation and youth center zone"; in this paragraph, 

"recreation or youth center" has the m eaning g iven  in A S  11.71.900.

* Sec. 6. A S  2 8 .0 1 .0 1 0  is am ended by adding a n ew  subsection to read:

(k) In this section, "school" m eans a public school established under A S 14, a 

"charter school" as defined in A S  14 .03 .290 , a "private school" as defined in 

A S  14.45 .200 , and a "religious school" as defined in A S  14.45.200.

CSHB 317( ) - 2-
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Representative Chris Tuck
House Minority Leader

Alaska State Legislature District 22 - Representing Dimond Estates, Foxridge, Taku,
Campbell, Northwood and Windemere

Sponsor Statement 
House Bill 317 

Increasing Safety At All Schools

Every student should be able to get to and from school safely, no matter what type of 
school they attend.

“The safety and well-being of all Alaska's children should be our top priority. School 
zones are essential regardless of the type of school or the funding it receives. Charter 
schools are public schools and it is shocking that Alaska doesn't already require 
mandatory school zones to be in place around charter school buildings,” said Joey Eski, 
chair of the Academic Policy Committee for Aquarian Charter School.

In response to public and parent concern, this legislation brings increased safety 
precautions to all our schools to ensure the well-bring of every child. House Bill 317 will 
require the installation of schools zones for all public, private and religious schools, while 
still allowing the discretion for the municipality on the location to place signs, speed 
zones, lights or other measures where appropriate.

Drivers should be alerted wherever children are present in large numbers and at risk. By 
requiring school zone markings at all school locations, we will slow traffic, improve 
students’ safety in the vicinity of a school, and hopefully prevent tragic accidents.

This bill would also require a sign indicating these school zones are drug free school 
zones.

State Capitol Bldg. Rm 404
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Rep.Chris.Tuck@ akleg.gov

Phone (907) 465-2095 
Fax (907) 465-3810 
Toll-free (866) 465-2095

mailto:Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov


PART 7
TRAFFIC CONTROL FOR SCHOOL AREAS

CHAPTER 7A. GENERAL

Section 7A.02 School Routes and Established School Crossings
Support:
oia Planning of student transportation to and from school is primarily a responsibility of the local school district.
01 To establish a safer route to and from school for schoolchildren, the application o f planning criterion for school 

walk routes might make it necessary for children to walk an indirect route to an established school crossing 
located where there is existing traffic control and to avoid the use of a direct crossing where there is no existing 
traffic control.

G u idance:

0 2 S cho o l w a lk  routes shou ld  be p lanned  to take advantage o f  ex isting tra ffic  contro ls.

0 3 The fo llo w in g  fa c to rs  shou ld  be conside red  when de term in ing the fe a s ib il ity  o f  re qu ir in g  ch ild ren  to w a lk  a 
longer d istance to a  c ro ss ing  w ith  ex isting  tra ffic  contro l:

A. The a v a ila b ility  o f  adequate s idewalks o r other pedestrian  walkw ays to an d  from  the loca tion  w ith existing  
control,

B. The num ber o f  students us ing the crossing,

C. The age leve ls o f  the students us ing the crossing, and

D. The tota l extra w a lk ing  distance.

03A Before designated schoo l zones are established, a team consisting  o f  representatives o f  the lo c a l schoo l 
d istr ic t, lo c a l government, law  enforcement agency an d  the h ighw ay au tho rity  sh ou ld  convene to d iscuss student 
transporta tion  issues, w a lk in g  routes, reduced schoo l speed lim its, and  designated ro a d  crossings f o r  students. 
When a  schoo l route p la n  has been approved  by the lo c a l schoo l d is tr ic t  and  accepted by the h ighw ay authority, 
the re g io n a l tra ffic  and  safety eng ineer o r  c ity  tra ffic  eng ineer shou ld  se lect the app rop ria te  tra ffic  con tro l 
devices in  acco rdance  w ith  Sections 7A.100 and  7A.101.

Section 7A.04 Scone
Standard:
01 Part 7 sets forth basic principles and prescribes standards that shall be followed in the design, 

application, installation, and maintenance of all traffic control devices (including signs, signals, and 
markings) and other controls (including adult crossing guards) required for the special pedestrian 
conditions in school areas.

Support:
02 Sections 1A.01 and 1A.08 contain information regarding unauthorized devices and messages. Sections 1A.02 

and 1A.07 contain information regarding the application of standards. Section 1A.05 contains information 
regarding the maintenance of traffic control devices. Section 1A.08 contains information regarding placement 
authority for traffic control devices. Section 1A.09 contains information regarding engineering studies and
the assistance that is available to jurisdictions that do not have engineers on their staffs who are trained and/or 
experienced in traffic control devices.

0 3 Provisions contained in Chapter 2A and Section 2B.06 are applicable in school areas.
04 Part 3 contains provisions regarding pavement markings that are applicable in school areas.
os Part 4 contains provisions regarding highway traffic signals that are applicable in school areas. The School

Crossing signal warrant is described in Section 4C.06.
05a The urban and rural traffic control matrices presented in Table 7A-100 and Table 7A-101 apply only to roads 

abutting school property and nonabutting roads at designated school crossings.

Part 7 | Traffic Control for School Areas Page 129 Alaska Traffic Manual Supplement to the
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Section 7A.100 Rural School Area Traffic Control Summary

[This is a new section. There is no corresponding section in the MUTCD.]
Guidance:

01 Traffic co n tro l treatment o f  r u ra l schoo l areas shou ld  conform  to Table 7A-100.

0 2 Schoo l d is tr ic ts  shou ld  conside r p ro v id in g  c ro ss ing  guards where students in  grades K -8  (K -4  in  p a rt icu la r)  
a re  requ ired  to cross m a jo r streets.

0 3 On state roads, any s ign ifican t dev ia tion  fro m  the tra ffic  co n tro l treatments shown in  Table 7A-100 shou ld  
be supported  by w ritten ju s t if ic a t io n  in  acco rdance  w ith  p rocedu res f o r  D es ign  C r ite r ia  Waiver, as ou tlined  in  
C hap te r 11 o f  the A la s k a  H ighw ay  P recon stru c tion  M anua l.

Support:
04 For this application, “rural” is defined as a sparsely populated area where the majority of land is not 

subdivided.
os Rural schools have different traffic control than urban schools because there are generally fewer students that 

must walk to school. Students are usually bused or driven because these areas are more sparsely settled and 
homes are farther away. Placing 20 mph zones on rural high speed roads where few student pedestrians are seen 
by drivers would generate disrespect for school speed zones in general, thereby making all school zones less

Section 7A.101 Urban School Area Traffic Control Summary
[This is a new section. There is no corresponding section in the MUTCD.]
Guidance:

0 1 Traffic co n tro l treatment o f  urban schoo l areas sh ou ld  conform  to Table 7A-101.

0 2 On state roads, any s ign ifican t dev ia tion  fro m  the tra ffic  co n tro l treatments shown in  Table 7A-101 shou ld  
be supported by w ritten  ju s t if ic a t io n  in  acco rdance  w ith p rocedu res f o r  D es ign  C r ite r ia  Waiver, as ou tlined  in 
Chap te r 11 o f  the A la s k a  H ighw ay  P recon stru c tion  M anua l.

safe.

Table 7A-100. Rural School Area Traffic Control

Road Adjacent to School Grounds Road Not Adjacent to School Grounds

Speed Limit 
<35 mph

Speed Limit 
>40 mph

School Area Signs 
(S1-1)

School Area Signs (S1-1) 
with a pedestrian-actuated 

beacon

School Area traffic control devices should not be placed on roads that do 
not abut school grounds unless a crossing guard is present at the site. 
Any exceptions to this rule shall be based on a site-specific engineering 
study.

Alaska Traffic Manual Supplement to the 2009
Edition of the MUTCD
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Table 7A-101. Urban School Area Traffic Control (Sheet 1 of 2)

II Urban School Area Traffic Control Guidelines
(Applies Only to Roads Abutting School Property and Non-Abutting Roads at

Designated School Crossings)
Students Required to Cross Road at Grade Students

No Traffic Signal at Crossing Not 
Required to 
Cross Road 

at Grade
(Could be grade- 
separated or just

Crossing Not STOP-Controlled

Grade
Level
(Lowest
Grade
Taught

at
School)

Traffic Signal 
At Crossing Sufficient

Insufficient Gaps (2)
Address by re-routing students, busing students, 

or one of the following:
Gaps (2) no crossing)

Crossing 
Guard (5) (6) Ped Signal 

or Ped 
Hybrid 

Beacon (if 
warranted) 

(3)

Completely 
Fenced? (1)

Existing
Speed
Limit
<=20

Existing
Speed
Limit
>20

STOP
Controlled
Crossing

Existing
Speed
Limit
<=20

Existing
Speed
Limit
>20

Ex.
Spd
Limit
<=20

Ex.
Spd
Limit
>20

Grade
Separation

Mid-Street 
Refuge 

Island (7) Yes No

9-12
C

□
C

C (major 
streets only)

□
C C N/A N/A

See
See

Students

If refuge 
provides 
sufficient 

gaps, 
See

□

5-8 c CG?

C (major 
streets only) 

G?

□

c CG? CG CG

Students 
Not 

Required 
to Cross 
Road At-

Required 
to Cross 
Road At- 
Grade/ 
Traffic

Cross At- 
Grade/No 
Signal/No 

STOP/ 
Sufficient

□

K-4 CG? CG?

C (major 
streets only) 

G?

□

CG? CG? CG CG

Grade Signal at 
Crossing

Gaps.
If not, 

choose 
another 
solution

□

LEGEND
n/a Does not apply - Crossing Guards should not be used for high school students.

□ No School Signs

School Area Sign (S1-1 and W16-9p) only

School Advance Crossing (S1-1 and W16-9p) and School Crossing (S1-1 and W16-9p). Overhead S1-1 sign optional. (4)

School Advance Crossing and School Crossing Signs +20 MPH When Flashing (S5-1) with flasher, or 20 MPH School 
Speed Limit Assemblies (with S4-1P, S4-2P, S4-4P, or S4-6P plates). Overhead S1-1 sign optional. (4)

C Marked Crosswalk - install at nearest intersection, if within 400 ft. If there is already a crosswalk within 400 feet, use it as 
a school crosswalk. Use school crosswalk signs at mid-block locations if within a school zone.

G Crossing Guard

G? School districts should consider crossing guards at major street crossings.

See next page for notes.
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Table 7A-101. Urban School Area Traffic Control (Sheet 2 of 2)

(1) “Completely fenced” means fencing that restricts all access from the street side of the school to the street.

(2) See Section 7A.03 of the MUTCD for gap sufficiency determination: When gaps are insufficient for crossing, student re-routing, busing, or mid-street pedes­
trian refuge islands should be the first options considered. Guards or pedestrian signals should be viewed as last resorts.

(3) Traffic signals may be installed (but are not mandated) for pedestrians when the Minimum Pedestrian Volume or School Crossing warrants defined in Sections
4C.05 and 4C.06 of the MUTCD are met. Although these signals may be installed mid-block, every effort should be made to install them at intersections and 
run them as conventional signals. Where the warrants for installing a pedestrian traffic signal are not met, pedestrian hybrid beacons should be considered 
according to the guidelines defined in Section 4F.01 of the MUTCD.

(4) The “Overhead S1-1 sign” referenced in the legend is a S1-1 school crossing sign hung over the road at or near the crosswalk. Sign illumination (see Section
2A.07) or flashing beacons (see Chapter 4L) associated with the overhead sign should be considered to enhance driver awareness of the crossing. If the site
has advance school flashers, the overhead flashers should flash when the advance school flashers flash.

(5) Crossing guards are only a solution on streets with inadequate gaps when policy allows guards to create, rather than just extend, gaps in traffic.

(6) Crossing guards should not be used when streets have more than three lanes.

(7) Mid-street pedestrian refuges increase the number of gaps of sufficient duration for crossing by splitting the crossing into two parts, which:
(a) Reduces gap duration necessary for crossing by reducing crossing distance, and
(b) Increases gap frequency by reducing the conflicting traffic volume.
Pedestrian refuges should be at least 6 feet wide.
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CHAPTER 7B. SIGNS

Support:
01 Many state and local jurisdictions find it beneficial to advise road users that they are approaching a school 

that is adjacent to a highway, where additional care is needed, even though no school crossing is involved and 
the speed limit remains unchanged. Additionally, some jurisdictions designate school zones that have a unique 
legal standing in that fines for speeding or other traffic violations within designated school zones are increased 
or special enforcement techniques such as photo radar systems are used. It is important and sometimes legally 
necessary to mark the beginning and end points of these designated school zones so that the road user is given 
proper notice.

0 2 The School (Sl-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1) has the following four applications:
A. School Area -  the Sl-1 sign can be used to warn road users that they are approaching a school area that 

might include school buildings or grounds, a school crossing, or school related activity adjacent to the 
highway.

B. School Zone -  the Sl-1 sign can be used to identify the location of the beginning of a designated school 
zone (see Section 7B.09).

C. School Advance Crossing -  if  combined with an AHEAD (W16-9P) plaque or an XX FEET (W16-2P or 
W16-2aP) plaque to comprise the School Advance Crossing assembly, the Sl-1 sign can be used to warn 
road users that they are approaching a crossing where schoolchildren cross the roadway (see Section 
7B.11).

D. School Crossing -  if  combined with a diagonal downward pointing arrow (W16-7P) plaque to comprise 
the School Crossing assembly, the Sl-1 sign can be used to warn approaching road users of the location of 
a crossing where schoolchildren cross the roadway (see Section 7B.12).

02A  Figure 7B-100 contains information regarding the application and placement of the School Sign (Sl-1).

Section 7B.09 School Zone Sign (Sl-1) and Plaques (S4-3P. S4-7P) and END SCHOOL ZONE Sign 
(S5-2)

Standard:
01 If a school zone has been designated under State or local statute as described in Section 7A.02, a School

(Sl-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1) shall be installed to identify the beginning poini(s) of the-designatcd school
zone not less than 150 feet nor more than 700 feet in advance of the school grounds or school crossings (see 
Figure 7B-2 Figure 7B-100).

Support:
oia “School grounds” typically refer to school property. However, when school property frontage is lengthy, 

school grounds may be interpreted as the area where students frequently cross the road.
Option:
0 2 A School Zone (Sl-1) sign may be supplemented with a SCHOOL (S4-3P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1).
0 3 A School Zone (Sl-1) sign may be supplemented with an ALL YEAR (S4-7P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1) if  the

school operates on a 12-month schedule.
04 The downstream end of a designated school zone may be identified with an END SCHOOL ZONE (S5-2) sign 

(see Figures 7D- 1 and 7D-2 Figure 7B-100).
os If a school zone is located on a cross street in close proximity to the intersection, a School Zone (Sl-1) sign 

with a supplemental arrow (W16-5P or W16-6P) plaque may be installed on each approach of the street or 
highway to warn road users making a turn onto the cross street that they will encounter a school zone soon after 
making the turn.

Section 7B.08 School Sign (Sl-1) and Plagues
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Section 7B.10 Higher Fines Zone Signs (K2-10. R2-11) and Plaques

Standard:
01 Where increased fines are imposed for traffic violations within a designated school zone, a BEGIN 

HIGHER FINES ZONE (R2-10) sign (see Figure 7B-1) or a FINES HIGHER (R2-6P), FINES DOUBLE 
(R2-6aP), or $XX FINE (R2-6bP) plaque (see Figure 2B-3) shall be installed as a supplement to the 
School Zone (Sl-1) sign to identify the beginning point of the higher fines zone (see Figures 7D-2 and 7B-3 
Figure 7B-100).

Option:
0 2 Where appropriate, one of the following plaques may be mounted below the sign that identifies the beginning 

point of the higher fines zone:
A. An S4-1P plaque (see Figure 7B-1) specifying the times that the higher fines are in effect,
B. A WHEN CHILDREN ARE PRESENT (S4-2P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1), or
C. A WHEN FLASHING (S4-4P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1) if  used in conjunction with a yellow flashing bea­

con.
Standard:
0 3 Where a BEGIN HIGHER FINES ZONE (R2-10) sign or a FINES HIGHER (R2-6P) plaque 

supplementing a School Zone (Sl-1) sign is posted to notify road users of increased fines for traffic 
violations, an END HIGHER FINES ZONE (R2-11) sign (see Figure 7B-1) or an END SCHOOL ZONE 
(S5-2) sign shall be installed at the downstream end of the zone to notify road users of the termination of 
the increased fines zone (see Figures 7D-2 and 7D-3 Figure 7B-100).

Section 7B.11 School Advance Crossing Assembly
Standard:
0 1 The School Advance Crossing assembly (see Figure 7B-1) shall consist of a School (Sl-1) sign 

supplemented with an AHEAD (W16-9P) plaque or an XX FEET (W16-2P or W16-2aP) plaque.
0 2 Except as provided in Paragraph 3, a School Advance Crossing assembly shall be used in advance (see 

Table 2C-4 for advance placement guidelines) of the first School Crossing assembly (see Section 7B.12) 
that is encountered in each direction as traffic approaches a school crosswalk (see Figure 7D-4 Figure 7B- 
100).

Section 7B.12 School Crossing Assembly

Standard:
01 I f  used, the School Crossing assembly (see Figure 7B-1) shall be installed at the school crossing (see 

Figures 7B-4 and 7B-5 Figure 7B-100), or as close to it as possible, and shall consist of a School (Sl-1) 
sign supplemented with a diagonal downward pointing arrow (W16-7P) plaque to show the location of the 
crossing.

0 2 The School Crossing assembly shall not be used at crossings other than those adjacent to schools and 
those on established school pedestrian routes.

0 3 The School Crossing assembly shall not be installed on approaches controlled by a STOP or YIELD  
sign.

Section 7B.13 School Bus Stop Ahead Sign (S3-1)
Guidance:

01 The Schoo l Bus Stop A h ea d  (S3-1 o r S3-100) s ign  (see F ig u re  7B-1) shou ld  be in s ta lled  in  advance o f  loca tions 
where the top f la s h in g  ligh ts o f  a  schoo l bus, when stopped to p ic k  up o r d ischarge  passengers, is  not v is ib le  
to ro ad  users f o r  an adequate d istance a  d istance o f  700fee t in  advance, and  where there is  no opportun ity  to 
re locate the schoo l bus stop to p ro v id e  adequate sight d istance 700fee t o f  v is ib ility .

01 a  The S choo l Bu s Stop A h e a d  s ign  shou ld  be loca ted  at a  loca tion  where the top f la s h in g  lights o f  a schoo l bus 
are ju s t  v isib le, assum ing a  3.5 fo o t  d r iv e r  eye height and  8.5 fo o t  height to the top f la s h in g  lights o f  the schoo l 
bus, but no more than 700fee t f ro m  the schoo l bus stop.
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Option:
01 b A word legend for the School Bus Stop Ahead sign may be used (See S3-100 of the ASDS).

Section 7B.15 School Speed Limit Assembly (S4-1P. S4-2P. S4-3P. S4-4P. S4-6P. S5-1) and END 
SCHOOL SPEED LTMTT Sign tS5-3t

G uidance:

e?— The beginning point o f  a reduced schooispeeddirrtit zone should be at least 266 feet in advance o f the school 
grounds, a school crossing, or otirerschooTrelated activities; however, this 206-foot distance should be 
increased if  the reduced school speeddiniitis 30 mph or higher:

o?A The reduced  speed schoo l zone shou ld  begin a t a  p o in t  approx im ate ly  300 fee t fro m  the schoo l crosswalk, 
i f  there is  one. I f  a  m arked  c ro ssw a lk  is  not present, the reduced speed schoo l zone shou ld  begin at a  p o in t  at 
app rox im ate ly  100 fe e t in  advance o f  the schoo l area.

o7B The S cho o l Speed L im it  (S5-1) s ign  shou ld  be supplem ented by a  Speed L im it  Beacon  consisting  o f  three 
s ig n a l sections w ith  a  f la s h in g  C IR C U L A R  Y E L L O W  s ig n a l ind ica tion  o f  8 -inch  d iam eter in  each s ign a l 
section. The s ig n a l sections shou ld  be mounted ve rtica lly  d ire c tly  above the S5-1 sign. The bottom two beacons 
shou ld  be illum ina ted  a lte rna tive ly  and fa ce  oncom ing traffic. The top f la s h in g  beacon shou ld  fa c e  the opposite 
d ire c tion  to ind ica te  when the beacon is in  operation.
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Figure 7B-100. School Zone Traffic Control

Note. Signs are shown 
for one direction only. 
Signs for the other direc­
tion mirror those shown.

X

S1-1
W 16-9p©

©300'

© 300'

W16-7P S1-1

b) ADVANCE AND CROSSING SIGNS

Locate the R2-1 
directly across from 
the S5-1 for the 
other direction,

-X - 300‘

W 16-9p® S5-1 W16-7P S1-1

8 § S
Si 8  §

c) ADVANCE, CROSSING, AND 
SCHOOL SPEED LIMIT SIGNS

S5-2

X l S

R2-1
OR

S5-2

© Use either R2-6p or R2-10

© 300' (see 13 AAC 02.325) from crosswalk, 
if there is one, or 100' from school grounds or 
frequently-used crossing areas (see 7B.11)

X: Advance warning distance in feet (See 
MUTCD Table 2C-4 - Use Condition B)

® W16-9p signs may 
be replaced with W16- 
2 "XX FT” or W16-2a 
“XX FEET” signs.

© Options to the S5-1:
School Speed Limit Assem­
blies with Time of Day (S4- 
1p), WHEN CHILDREN ARE 
PRESENT (S4-2p), or Day of 
Week (S4-6p) plates.
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Section 7B.16 Reduced School Speed Limit Ahead Sign (S4-5. S4-5a)
G u idance:

01 A  Reduced  S choo l Speed  L im it  A head  (S4-5, S4-5a) s ign  (see F ig u re  7B-1) shou ld  be used to inform  ro ad  users 
o f  a  reduced  speed zone where the speed lim it  is  be ing reduced by more than 10 rnph 20 mph o r more, o r  where 
eng ineering  judgm ent ind icates that advance notice w ou ld  be appropriate.

Section 7B.100 DRUG FREE SCHOOL ZONE Sign tS6-100>
[This is a new section. There is no corresponding section in the MUTCD.]
Standard:
01 Alaska Statute 28.01.010(d) states, “The municipality shall post a sign indicating that the school is a 

drug-free school zone at each location in which it has installed a sign identifying the location of a school.” 
Accordingly, signs conveying this message shall be placed below, or near, all School Advance Warning (Sl- 
1) signs.

Support:
0 2 The posting of this sign is a municipal, not a state, responsibility.
Option:
0 3 The sign may be the S6-100 shown in the ASDS or another sign that conveys the required message.
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CHAPTER 7C. MARKINGS

Guidance:

01 C rossw a lks sh ou ld  be m arked  a t a l l  intersections on estab lished routes to a  schoo l where there is  substan tia l 
con flic t between motorists, b icyclists, a n d  student movements; where students are encouraged to cross between 
intersections; where students w o u ld  not otherw ise recogn ize  the p ro p e r p la ce  to cross; o r  where m otorists o r 
b icyc lis ts  m ight not expect students to cross (see F ig u re  7A-1).

0 2 C ro ssw a lk  lines shou ld  not be used ind iscrim inate ly. A n  eng ineering  study cons ide ring  the fa c to rs  described  
in  Section  3B.18 shou ld  be pe rfo rm ed  before a  m arked  c ro ssw a lk  is  in sta lled  at a  loca tion  aw ay fro m  a  tra ffic  
con tro l s ig n a l o r  an app roach  con tro lle d  by a  S T O P  o r Y IE L D  sign.

0 3 Because non-in tersection  s choo l cross ings are genera lly  unexpected by  the ro a d  user, w a rn ing  signs (see 
Sections 7B.11 an d  7B.12) sh o u ld  be in s ta lled  f o r  a l l  m arked schoo l c rossw a lks at non-intersection locations. 
Adequate v is ib ility  o f  students by app roach ing  m otorists a n d  o f  app roach ing  m otorists by students shou ld  be 
p ro v id e d  by p a rk in g  p ro h ib it io n s  o r  o ther app rop ria te  measures.

Support:
04 Section 3B.18 contains provisions regarding the placement and design of crosswalks, and Section 3B.16 

contains provisions regarding the placement and design of the stop lines and yield lines that are associated 
with them. Provisions regarding the curb markings that can be used to establish parking regulations on the 
approaches to crosswalks are contained in Section 3B.23.

Standard:
04A Crosswalk markings shall be placed at officially designated school crossings.
04B School crosswalks shall be installed in accordance with the applicable provisions of Section 3B.18.

Section 7C.02 Crosswalk Markings
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CHAPTER 7D. CROSSING SUPERVISION

Support:
01 There are three types of school crossing supervision:

A. Adult control o f pedestrians and vehicles by adult crossing guards,
B. Adult control o f pedestrians and vehicles by uniformed law enforcement officers, and

C. Student and/or parent control o f only pedestrians with student and/or parent patrols.
0 2 Information regarding the organization, administration, and operation of a school safety patrol program is 

contained in the “AAA School Safety Patrol Operations Manual” (see Section 1A.11).
Standard:
0 3 School districts shall be responsible for deciding where to provide appropriate crossing supervision, for 

compensating them, and for ensuring appropriate high-visibility apparel is worn.

Section 7D.01 Types of Crossing Supervision
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Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District 
333 Schoenbar Road 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Kgbsd.org

Memo
To: Representative Tuck and others

From: Robert Boyle, Superintendent 

C C : file

Date: March 5, 2014

Re: HB 317

House Bill 317 Increasing Safety At All Schools

The safety o f  students is paramount in providing a quality school environment. It 
is essential that passage to and from school is conducted in a safe manner. W ell- 
marked and established school zones are a long-standing tradition in providing 
safe schools.

Traffic offenses for failure to obey traffic control devices in a school zone are a 
6-point violation.

The State o f  Alaska has determined the establishment o f  Public Charter Schools. 
Charter Schools are o f  the same standing as other public schools in Alaska. The 
State o f  Alaska has established the importance o f  well-marked school zone 
through traffic violations o f  significant point values. Traffic violations should be 
extended to all public schools is Alaska.

The students attending private schools are also deserving o f  a safe passage to and 
from school.

It is difficult for som e agencies to respond in an appropriate manner without 
supportive legislation. To provide the understanding o f  the legal status o f  public 
charter schools and the need for private school children to have equal protection 
to and from school w e support and encourage passage o f  HB 317.

HB 317 provides the Department o f Transportation and various municipalities 
with the ability to recognize and provide safe passage on the streets surrounding 
public charter schools and private schools.
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Kimberly Clark

Subject: FW: Bryn Mawr Court...W interberry School S ign age

F ro m : Joanna Nardini fm ailto:inardini@ qci.nefl 
S e n t :  W ednesday, March 12, 2014 8:12 PM 
T o : Rep. Chris T u ck
C c : Sen. Berta G ardner; 'MaryLu LaVine'
S u b je c t :  RE: Bryn Mawr Court...W interberry School S ign a ge

D ear R ep. Tuck:

My nam e is Jo a n n a  (Jo an ie ) Nardini and a lso  a resident of C a stle s  of Bryn Mawr C ond om in ium s at 4829 Bryn Mawr Ct. 
#3. I a lso  support H B  317 and S B  179 and agree  with Ms. LaV in e  about the need to establish  school zo n e s around all 
charter schoo ls. In addition to the traffic on the east side  down Bryn Mawr to W esleyan, I have a lso  noted children playing 
on the w est s ide  of the schoo l outside the fenced area. I a lw ays thought that the school children should be on school 
property at all tim es during the school hours. Bryn Mawr h a s ca rs  parked on both s id e s and the children have to w alk on 
the icy snow  piles on the south side  of the street. I h ave contacted the school about getting the traffic slowed down, but it 
continues to be a problem. I appreciate your a ss is ta n ce  in this matter.

Sin cere ly,

Jo a n n a  Nardini

F ro m : MaryLu LaVine fm ailto:dim slavine@ vahoo.com 1
S e n t :  W ednesday, March 12, 2014 5:22 PM
T o : rep.chris.tuck@ aklea.aov
C c : se n . berta .aard ner@ akleq .gov
S u b je c t :  Bryn Mawr Court...W interberry School Signage

Dear Rep Tuck:

M y nam e is M aryLu LaV ine, and I am a resident at 4839  Bryn M awr Ct. # 4 . I am writing this 
letter in full support o f  the legislation  w hich  you  and Senator Gardner introduced.

First o f  all, I w ant to thank both o f  you  for introducing H ouse B ill 317 and SB 179 w hich  directs 
the M unicipality to establish  school zon es around all charter schools.

Last summer, I m et w ith  the M unicipality regarding a school zon e at W interberry school. There 
is no signage or any other traffic control devices in the vicin ity  o f  Winterberry Charter 
School. Winterberry is at the w est end o f  Bryn M awr Court, w est o f  W esleyan Drive and a 
block south o f  East Northern Lights Boulevard. A t peak hours in the m ornings, som e o f  our 
neighbors as w ell as Bryn M awr condo residents have had problem s pulling out o f  their 
drivew ays onto Bryn M awr Court due to traffic m oving too fast and not slow ing dow n in order
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for residents to pull out onto Bryn M awr Court. This is defin itely a safety concern for the 
residents o f  this area and for the young children w ho are com ing to school.

C onversations w ith  M uni fo lks about traffic calm ing w ere unsuccessfu l. A ccording to them , the 
fo llow in g  w as what they cam e up with:

1. "Signage for charter sch ools is treated differently than signage for regular districted schools and is 
determ ined on a case-by-case basis.

2. B ecause charter sch oo ls are not zoned like the other district schools, they do not provide  
bussing or have a defined school w alking route, w hich  m eans they do not have a specified  
"school zone" to be marked.

3. Winterberry is an even  m ore specialized  case because there are no roads directly adjacent to 
the school since it is located  on  a private property at the end o f  a cul-de-sac.

4. The on ly  signage that m ay apply is a S l - 1  sign  w ith a W 19-9P  (A H E A D  plaque) posted at the 
entrance o f  Bryn M awr Court".

This is totally unacceptable as w e fear that residents and young children's lives m ay be placed in jeopardy.

For this reason, I truly thank you  for your efforts regarding this matter.

Sincerely, 

MaryLu LaVine
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