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Alaska State Legislature
Representative Peggy Wilson 

House District 2

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 28, 2012,
To: Senator Albert Kookesh, Chair

Senate Transportation Committee 
From: Representative Peggy Wilson
Re: HJR 4 - Constitutional Amendment:Transportation Fund

I would like to request the Senate Transportation Committee please schedule HJR 4 for a 
hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee pending referral.
HJR 4 will put a constitutional amendment before voters to change the Alaska constitution 
to allow a dedicated fund for Capital Transportation Projects.
Alaska is geographically the largest state in the country, and the future of the economic and 
social well being of its citizens is critically dependent on a reliable transportation system. 
This change to the State Constitution, allowing a dedicated transportation fund, is needed 
to create and maintain a modern, reliable transportation system for Alaska.
Thank you for your consideration.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Interim-.

P.O. Box 109 
Wrangell, AK 99929 

Phone: (907) 874-3088 
Fax: (907) 874-3055

Session:
State Capitol, Room 406 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-3824

Fax: (907) 465-3175
1-800-686-3824

REPRESENTATIVE PEGGY W ILSON  
HOUSE DISTRICT 2

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
House Joint Resolution 4

“Proposing amendments to the constitution of the State of Alaska creating a transportation
infrastructure fund”

HJR 4 will put a constitutional amendment before voters to amend the Alaska constitution to 
reinstate a dedicated fund for Transportation Projects.
Historians write that the drafters of the constitution were concerned that dedicated funds 
would impair future legislatures from responding to evolving public needs. However, the 
drafters of our Alaska Constitution grandfathered in two dedicated transportation funds. The 
first was for highways and the second was for water and harbor facilities. They recognized the 
public need for dependable and efficient transportation and that need has only grown. HJR 4 
will reinstate a single dedicated fund that will serve all modes of transportation.

The roads, bridges, airports, ferries and transit systems that make up our state's transportation 
system are essential to mobility, commerce and economic development. This system enhances 
economic competitiveness, increases safety and enhances quality of life. There is a growing 
imbalance between system use and capacity as well as the need for new infrastructure to access 
our valuable resources. To insure Alaska has the infrastructure necessary to develop our 
resources as well as providing a quality of life for our citizens we must commit to funding 
transportation. Having a dependable revenue stream from year to year will allow Alaska to 
tackle today's congestion and maintenance projects as well as developing the needed access to 
resources and energy into the future.
The new CS for HJR 4 FIN has removed all the details defining which funds will go into ATIF, 
how ATIF will be appropriated and how it will be managed. Instead, the enabling statutes will 
define what funds will be directed to the ATIF, which projects are eligible for funding and the 
entity that will prioritize the eligible projects.

The only stipulation is the projects must be transportation related. The cap on the payout rate 
has been increased to 7% but the enabling legislation will define what rate will be used initially; 
probably in the 4-4.5% range. These changes were made to make the constitutional amendment 
not only good for Alaska today but also in 10, 20, and even 100 years. The changes will give the 
legislature the flexibility to manage transportation funding as we move into the future. We also 
now have a more clear and concise constitutional amendment that the public can understand 
and vote on in November.
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FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) H JRO Q4-OO G -DO E-2-11-11

STATE OF ALA SK A
2011 LEG ISLA TIV E SESSIO N

Title _________ Constitutional amendment related to creating a
transportation infrastructure fund_______________________

Dept. A ffe c te d __________
Appropriation __________
Allocation E lections

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version

(H) Publish Date

CSHJR 4(TRA)

3/9/11

Office of the Governor
E lections

Sponso r Representatives P. W ilson, Thompson, Fairclough, Coste llo
Requester ________________ House Transportation Committee_____________ O M B  Com ponent Number 21
Expenditures/Revenues (T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Serv ices
Travel
Serv ices
Com m odities
Capita l Outlay
Grants
M isce llaneous

1.5

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F

1005 GF/Program  Rece ipts 
1037 GF/M enta l Health 
Other (please identify)

1.5

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate o f any curre n t year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W hy th is  fisca l note d iffers  from  previous version (if in itia l version, please note as such)

Prepared by G a il Fenum iai, Director  Phone 465-2644
D ivision Division of E lections____________________________________________________________ Date/Time 2/11/2011, 4:08pm

Approved by Linda J. Perez, Adm inistrative Director__________________________________________  Date 2/11/2011_________
Administrative Services

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #1

STATE OF ALA SK A  BILL NO. CSHJR 4(TRA)
2011 LE G ISLATIVE SESSION

P a s s a g e  o f th is  re so lu t io n  w o u ld  re q u ire  th e  con stitu t io n a l am e n d m en t to a p p e a r on  the  2 0 1 2  g e n e ra l e le c t io n  ba llo t. T h e  

c o s t  o f p ro v id ing  in fo rm ation  a b o u t the  con stitu t io n a l am e n d m e n t in the  O ffic ia l E le c t io n  P a m p h le t, a s  requ ired  by A S

15 .58 , is  $1 .5 . S h o u ld  the  ad d it io n  o f  th is  q u e s tio n  req u ire  p rin ting  an  8-1/2 by  18 in ch  ba llo t, the  c o s t  w ill in c re a s e  to 

$ 22 .0 .

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASK A
2011 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name):
Title

Sponsor
Requester

H JR 4 -D O R -T R S -3 -18-11
Transportation Infrastructure Fund

Representative Peggy W ilson
House Transportation Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version

(H) Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

CSHJR 4(TRA)

4/9/11

Revenue
Taxation and Treasury

Treasury Division

O M B  Com ponent Number 121

(T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

Personal Serv ices
Travel
Serv ices
Com m odities
Cap ita l Outlay
G rants
M isce llaneous

233.0 238.0 242.0 246.0

215.0 220.0 224.0 227.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 448.0 458.0 466.0 473.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I  I I ~~T

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Program  Rece ipts 
1037 GF/M enta l Health
1178 Tem porary Code 448.0 458.0 466.0 473.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 448.0 458.0 466.0 473.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2011) cos t 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W hy th is  fisca l note d iffers  from  previous version (if in itia l version, please note as such) 
in itia l version

Prepared by Pam ela Leary, Com ptro ller and Jerry Burnett, Deputy Com m issioner  Phone 907-465-2350
Division T reasury D ivision  Date/Time 3/18/11; 2:39pm

Approved by G inger B laisdell, D irector of Adm inistrative Serv ices_____________________________ Date 3/18/11; 3:43pm
Department of Revenue_______________________________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #2

Analysis

T h is  re s o lu t io n  p ro v id e s  fo r  a T ra n sp o r ta t io n  In fra s tru c tu re  Fund w h ic h  is a s su m e d  to  be  e s ta b lis h e d  in th e  a m o u n t  

o f  $1  b il l io n  w ith  a d d it io n a l re c u rr in g  fu n d in g  f ro m  s ta te  fu e l taxes , re g is t ra t io n  and d r iv e r 's  lic e n se  fee s, 

id e n t if ic a t io n  ca rd  fe e s , s tu d d e d  t ire  taxes , s ta te  a irp o r t  le a se  and  sp a ce  fe e s , and  o th e r  d e s ig n a te d  fe e s  and  fu nd s . It 

is a n t ic ip a te d  th e  fu n d  w ill be  m an a g e d  w ith  an  a sse t a llo c a t io n  o f  38%  f ix e d  in c o m e , 10% in te rn a t io n a l e q u ity , and  

52%  d o m e s t ic  e q u ity . C o s ts  o f  th e  fu n d  in c lu d e  in v e s tm e n t  m a n a g e m e n t fee s , a u d it , a c c o u n t in g  an d  c u s to d y  fe e s  and 

a re  p ro je c te d  ba sed  o n  th e  a s su m p t io n s  p ro v id e d  by  th e  d iv is io n 's  in v e s tm e n t  a d v is o r  an d  th e  d iv is io n 's  co s t 

a llo c a t io n  p lan .

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHJR 4(TRA)
2011 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) H JR004CS(TRA)-D Q R-TRS-02-28-12__________
Title  Transportation Infrastructure Fund

Bill Version 

Fisca l Note Number 

(H) Publish Date

_ Dept. Affected 
_ Appropriation 
Allocation

C S H JR  4(FIN)

3/5/2012

Revenue
Treasury and Taxation

Sponsor
Requester

Reps P. W ilson, Thompson. Fairclouqh, Coste llo
Treasury Division

(H) FIN

E xpenditures/R evenues

 O M B  Com ponent Number

(T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)________

121

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Serv ices
Travel
Serv ices
Com m odities
Cap ita l Outlay
Grants, Benefits
M isce llaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Rece ipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Prgm  (DGF)
1037 GF/M H  (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estim ated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund sourcefs) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required)

(separate capital appropriation required)

W hy th is  fisca l note d iffers  from  previous version (if in itia l version, please note as such)
The fiscal note was zeroed out by the House F inance Committee.

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

Joe M ichel Phone 465-4958
House F inance Committee Date/Time 3/2/12 3:35 PM

Rep. Bill Stoltze Date 3/2/2012
House Finance Co-chair

(Revised 11/18/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA cost# codes Bill Version CSHJR 4(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscal Note Number 1

Publish Date 3/5/12 (H)

Identifier (file name) HJROQ4CS(TRA)-OOG-DOE-2-27-12_____________________ Dept. Affected Office of the Governor
Title  Constitutional amendment related to creating a Appropriation ______________ Elections
____________________ transportation infrastructure fund_________________________ Allocation Elections_______________
Sponsor  Reps P. Wilson, Thompson, Fairclough, Costello
Requester  House Finance Committee________________OMB Component Number 21

Expenditures/Revenues_____________________________________ (Thou sands o f Do llars)__________________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
M iscellaneous

1.5

TOTAL OPERATING 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F 1.5
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs   (separate supplemental appropriation required",
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs   (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such) 
Updated on new fiscal note form.

Prepared by Gail Fenumiai, Director________________________________________________  Phone 465-2644
Division Division of Elections____________________________________________________  Date/Time 2/27/2012, 9:46am

Approved by Guy Bell, Administrative Director_________________________________________ Date 2/27/2012_________
Administrative Services

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #4

A n a ly s is

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHJR 4(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Passage o f  th is re so lu t ion  w o u ld  requ ire  th e  constitu t io na l am endm en t to  appear on th e  2012 genera l e le c t ion  ba llo t. 

The co st o f p rov id ing  in fo rm a tion  abou t th e  constitu t io na l am endm en t in the  O ffic ia l E lection  Pam ph let, as requ ired  by 

AS 15.58, is $1.5. Shou ld  the  ad d it io n  o f th is  re so lu tion  requ ire  p rin ting  an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ba llo t, th e  cost w ill 

in crease  to  $22.0.

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) H JR004-O QG-DO E-2-11-11

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Title _________ Constitutional am endm ent related to creating a
transportation infrastructure fund_______________________

_ Dept. A f fe c te d __________
_ Appropriation __________
A llocation E lections

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version

() Publish Date

Sponsor Representatives P. W ilson, Thompson, Fairclough, Coste llo
Requester ________________ House Transportation Committee_____________ O M B  Com ponent Number

Expenditures/R evenues (T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)

HJR 4

Office of the Governor
E lections

21

Note: Am ounts do not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Serv ices
Travel
Serv ices

Com m odities
Capita l Outlay
Grants
M isce llaneous

1.5

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federa l Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F

1005 GF/Program  Rece ipts 
1037 GF/M enta l Health 
O ther (please identify)

1.5

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W hy th is  fisca l note d iffers from  previous version (if in itia l version, please note as such)

Prepared by Ga il Fenumiai, D irector  Phone 465-2644

Division D ivision of E lections____________________________________________________________  Date/Time 2/11/2011, 4:08pm

Approved by Linda J. Perez, Adm inistrative D irector__________________________________________  Date 2/11/2011_________
Adm inistrative Serv ices

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASK A BILL NO. HJR 4

2011 LEG ISLATIVE SESSIO N

P a s sa g e  of th is resolution would require the constitutional am endm ent to appear on the 2012 genera l e lection  ballot. The 
co st o f provid ing inform ation about the constitutional am endm ent in the O ffic ia l E lection  Pam phlet, a s  required by A S
15.58, is $1.5. Shou ld  the addition of th is question require printing an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost w ill in crease  to 
$ 22 .0 .

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2
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* \  CALISTA CORPORATION

m *
Feb rua ry  3, 2012

A laska  S ta te  House  o f R ep re sen ta t iv e s  

House  F inance  C o m m itte e  M em be rs : 

R ep re sen ta t iv e  B ill S to ltze  

R ep re sen ta t iv e  B ill T ho m as 

R ep re sen ta t iv e  A nna  Fa irc lough  

R ep re sen ta t iv e  Dave G u tten be rg  

A laska  S ta te  C ap ita l Bu ild ing  

Juneau , A la ska , 99801

r E C E i v e 0  

w  o  7

R ep re sen ta t ive  B ryce  Edgm on 

R ep re sen ta t ive  T am m y W ilso n  

R ep re sen ta t ive  M ia  C o ste llo

R ep re sen ta t iv e  Les Gara 

R ep re sen ta t iv e  M ik e  Doogan 

R ep re sen ta t iv e  M ik e  H aw ker

Re: S ta te  T ran sp o rta t io n  P rog ram  - H ouse B ills 30  and 31 

D ear House F inance  Rep re sen ta tive s:

Ca lis ta  C o rpo ra t io n  is send ing  th is  le t te r  in su pp o rt o f an A laska  T ran sp o rta tio n  In fra s tru c tu re  Fund P rog ram  o f 

H ouse  B ills 30 and  31. T he re  have been  num e ro u s  pub lic  hearings all across th e  s ta te  on  th e se  b ills  o ve r the  past 

year; th ey  w e re  ve tte d  in su b co m m it te e  th rough  th e  in te rim ; and now  th ey  aw a it a House  F inance  hearing  date. 

W e  re spe c tfu lly  requ e st th e  House  F inance co m m itte e  sch edu le  a da te  fo r  a hearing  on  th e se  b ills  and th is  

im p o rta n t A laska  in fra s tru c tu re  issue.

The tw o  co m p an io n  b ills  en ab le  a m u lt im o d a l T ran sp o rta t io n  In fra stru ctu re  p rog ram  to  be re -es tab lished  in som e 

fo rm  u tiliz ing  a u th o r ity  o r ig in a lly  e s tab lish ed  in o u r  co n s t itu t io n . They a lso  d ire c t ly  su p p o rt  th e  in it ia l in ten t 

recogn iz in g  th e  c r it ica l needs  o f bo th  tra n sp o rta t io n  and in fra s tru c tu re  and th e  ro le  th e y  p lan  in h ea lthy  

e co n o m ic  and business d e ve lo p m en t. These needs s till e x ist in A laska  and have n e ve r been  m et to  fu lly  p rov ide  

access to  m arke ts, su pp lie s  and  re sou rce s  w h ich  bus inesses m ust have to  be co m p e tit iv e  and p rov ide  e co no m ic  

o p p o rtu n it ie s  in th e  s ta te . O u r reg ion  is p e rhaps a m od e l o f  h ow  a lack o f  basic n ecessa ry  tra n sp o rta t io n  and 

ene rgy  in fra s tru c tu re  can and has had fa r  reach ing  negative  soc ia l and e co no m ic  im p a c ts  s in ce  s ta tehood . Today 

th e  YK reg ion  has som e  o f  th e  h ighest costs  o f liv ing  in th e  nation , high leve ls  o f  su ic id e , fe w  re sou rce  businesses, 

and a d is tr ic t w ith  th e  lo w e s t pe r cap ita  in com e  in th e  co un try . O ne o f  C a lis ta 's  h ighest p r io r it ie s  is reg iona l 

in fra s tru c tu re  - i t  is n eeded  fo r  c o m m u n ity  su s ta in ab ility  and d eve lopm en t.

•  A laska  on ce  had ve ry  s trong  road  and a irp o rt p rog ram s even  w ith o u t th e  fe d e ra l fu nd in g  re lied  on  today .

C u rren t ly , th e  s ta te  has an $8  b illio n  back log  o f n eeded  tra n sp o rta t io n  re co n s tru c t io n  p ro je c ts  th a t w e re  la rge ly  

pa id  fo r  w ith  fe d e ra l funds, and  does  no t in c lude  roads, ports, o r  a irp o rts  n eve r y e t bu ilt to  access vas t areas. 

A laska  has b ecom e  d e p e n d e n t on  fe d e ra l fund in g  fo r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  its t ra n sp o rta t io n  in fra s tru c tu re  p lann ing, 

bu ild ing , and m a in ta in ing  a m a jo r ity  o f  its p rog ram s and p ro jec ts  fo r  all the tra n sp o rta t io n  m odes A la skan  re ly 

upon . Th is is u n a ccep tab le  to  o th e r  s ta te s ' p o in ting  to  A la ska  as: s itt ing  on huge savings, hav ing  th e  lo w es t fue l 

tax  na t iona lly , c o n tr ib u t in g  lit t le  to  no fue l tax to  th e  N a tio na l T ran sp o rta tio n  tru st, and no sta te  tax to  su ppo rt its 

in fra s tru c tu re . F u rth e rm o re , A laska  has NO  sta te  fu n d ed  p rog ram  o f any  k ind to  c o u n t on fo r basic co re  

in fra s tru c tu re  co n s tru c t io n  and m a in tenan ce  needed  fo r  com m erce .

Issues such as th e se  p lace  A laska  in to  an u n tenab le  s itu a tio n  as one  o f  th e  on ly  s ta te s ' w h ich  lacks a s ta te  funded  

tra n sp o rta t io n  p rog ram  o f  its ow n . H ow ever, o u r sta te  co n t in u e s  to  re ly  on th o se  fe d e ra l t ra n sp o rta t io n  tru st 

fund  d o lla rs  pa id  in to  and thus  su pp o rte d  by all th e  o th e r  s ta te s ' w h ich  have som e fo rm  o f fund ing  p rogram .

301 Calista Court, Suite A, Anchorage, AK 99518 

t: (907)279-5516 *  f: (907) 272-5060 *  calista@calistacorp.com

mailto:calista@calistacorp.com
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Being in n o n -co m p lia n ce  w ith  fe d e ra l g ran t a ssu ran ces  requ ired  to  m a in ta in  in fra s t ru c tu re  p laces A laska at g rea t 

risk. Th is  risk can  re su lt in  re ce iv ing  less regu la r p rog ram  fund in g  and re ce iv ing  fa r  less d is c re t io n a ry  m oney  from  

the  sh r in k ing  fe d e ra l p rog ram s A laska  re lies on . The S ta te  has ce rta in ly  been  n o t if ie d  o f th e se  facts, as have m ost 

o th e r  o rg an iza t io n s , g roups, and c it izen s  go ing  to  W a sh in g to n  D.C. to  requ e st fund ing .

A s ide  fro m  th e  ob v io u s  needs a lre ad y  m en tio n ed  fo r  an A laska  T ran sp o rta t io n  In fra s tru c tu re  fund  p rogram , som e 

o th e r  p o s it iv e  e co n o m ic  b en e fits  fo r  such a p rog ram  in o u r  s ta te  inc lude:

• T ra n sp o rta t io n  in fra s tru c tu re  in v e s tm en t th a t p rov ide s  good  pay ing  s ta b le  jo b s  fo r  both  th e  short and 

long  te rm  (47 ,000  jo b s  in A laska  to d ay  and one  o f  the  s tro nge s t in d u s try  secto rs)

• O p e ra t io n a l im p ro ve m e n ts  to  business and in d u s try  costs, e ffic ie n c ie s , and co m p e tit iv e n e ss

• A cce ss  to  re sou rce s  and d e v e lo p m e n t in a la rg e ly  re sou rce  d e p e n d e n t s ta te

• S tre ng th en in g  lo ca l, reg iona l, and sta te  e co n o m ie s

• P ro p e r m a in te n an ce  th a t re su lts  in fe w e r  lo sse s a sso c ia ted  w ith  sa fe ty , a cc id en ts , and veh ic les.

• B oosts  to  bo th  bu s iness and  le isu re  tra ve l

• L ow e r p rice s  fo r  c o m m o d it ie s , sh ipp ing , and tra ve l

• R educed  e co n o m ic  losses assoc ia ted  w ith  t im e , tra ve l, congestion , and  lack o f  ready  access

• S ta te  fu n d ed  p ro je c ts  th a t can be bu ilt s ig n if ic a n t ly  cheape r, faste r, and  w ith  fe w e r  requ irem en ts

House B ills  30 and  31 m ay no t so lve  each and eve ry  tra n sp o rta t io n  in tr icacy , p rog ram , and  user issue; how ever, 

these  steps are  requ ired  to  e s tab lish  th e  p rog ram  and  beg in  so lv ing  A la ska 's  t ra n sp o rta t io n  in fra s tru c tu re  needs 

in a fa ir, co n s is ten t, and th o u g h tfu l m anne r th a t is s ta n d a rd  in eve ry  o th e r  sta te  in th e  U n ited  States.

Ca iista  su pp o rts  re -e s tab lishm en t o f  a s ta te  tra n sp o rta t io n  in fra s tru c tu re  p rog ram  th a t can be cons isten tly  

co un ted  on in a ll reg ions and  co m m u n it ie s  o f A laska . W e  look  fo rw a rd  to  a h earing  da te  on  the  re fe renced  bills. 

Thank you  fo r  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  co m m e n t on  th is  im p o r ta n t  p iece  o f  leg is la t ion .

Respectfu lly ,

(J C —  A /'
A n d re w  G uy

P re s id en t and C h ie f E xecu tive  O ff ic e r

cc: Senator Lyman H offm an  
Senator Donny Olsen 
Senator B ert Stedman  
Representative Peggy W ilson

V * m . , T '  if
301 Caiista Court, Suite A, Anchorage, AK 99518 i  ; .•*'* , "* , Y .

t: (907)279-5516 *  f: (907) 272-5060 *  calista@calistacorp.com

mailto:calista@calistacorp.com


February 9, 2011

The  H o no rab le  Peggy W ilson  

A la ska  S ta te  House 

S tate  C ap ito l Room  408 

Juneau , A K  99801

D ear R ep re sen ta t iv e  W ilson :

The unde rs igned  business a ssoc ia tion s, w o rk ing  to g e th e r u nd e r th e  b anne r o f  th e  Business A dvocacy  

C o m m itte e , rep re sen t h und red s  o f  f irm s and ten s  o f th ou sand s o f em p lo yee s  from  eve ry  m a jo r in du stry  

in A laska . O ur o rg an iza t ion s  share  a co m m on  v is io n  fo r  A la ska 's  fu tu re  -  one  in w h ich  a th r iv in g  p riva te - 

se c to r e co no m y  c rea tes good  jo b s  fo r  A la skans and a ttra c tive  e co no m ic  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  investors. 

S tate  g ove rn m en t, fo cu sed  on the  r igh t issues, can he lp  m ake th is  v is io n  a rea lity .

O u r o rgan iza t ion s  have id e n t if ie d  f iv e  p r io r ity  a reas to  be d ea lt w ith  du ring  th is  leg is la t ive  session . 

P rog ress on each  o f th e se  p r io r it ie s  w ill m ake  A laska  a b e tte r p lace  fo r  bus iness by encou rag ing  p riva te - 

se c to r in ve s tm en t and jo b  c rea tio n . W e  urge you  and you r co lleagues to  add ress th ese  issues.

OIL TAX REFO RM

Taxes on  th e  o il in du stry  a cco un t fo r  nearly  n ine  ou t o f e ve ry  ten  d o lla rs  in revenue  th e  s ta te  co llects. 

W h ile  cu rre n t o il p rices are  exceed ing ly  h igh re la t ive  to  h is to r ic  s tanda rd s , N o rth  S lope  o il p rod u c tio n  is 

o n ly  on e -th ird  th e  leve l o f  its peak. A la ska 's  ta xa tio n  p o licy  shou ld  en cou rage  m o re  in ve s tm en t to  

reve rse  th is  d ram atic , co n tin u in g  p rod u c tio n  dec line . W e  su ppo rt m ean ing fu l re fo rm  o f  A la ska 's  o il 

p ro d u c t io n  tax system  th a t redu ces  the  s ta te 's  tax  bu rden  on all A laska  o il and gas e xp lo ra tio n  and 

d e v e lo p m e n t a c tiv it ie s  and en cou rages  in creased  p rodu c tion .

REGULATIONS

The A laska  Coasta l Zone M an a g e m en t P rogram  (ACM P) is due to  sun se t in 2011. W e  are co m fo rtab le  

ren ew ing  th e  p rog ram  in its cu rre n t fo rm . However, we oppose any changes to the ACMP that diminish 

the program 's ability to provide concise, streamlined, and predictable permitting in Alaska's coastal 

zone.

LITIGATION REFO RM

A la ska 's  re sou rce  in du s tr ie s  are  ongo ing  ta rge ts  o f  a n t i-d e ve lo pm en t g roups u tiliz in g  th e  co u rt system  

and  th e  s ta te  and fe d e ra l appea ls  p rocesses to  s top  and de lay  re spon s ib le  re sou rce  d eve lopm en t. O th e r 

businesses, loca l g o ve rn m en ts  and co m m un ity  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro jec ts  can a lso  be sub je ct to  fr iv o lou s  

law su its . M e an w h ile , s ta te  agenc ies are fo rced  to  spend  in o rd in a te  am oun ts  o f  s ta ff and fin an c ia l 

re sou rce s  dea lin g  w ith  th ird -p a rty  law su its  a t th e  expense  o f  th e ir  m iss ion  to  se rve  th e  pub lic  at-large. 

We support efforts to bring more accountability to the appeals and litigation processes fo r community 
and resource development projects.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

U n re s tr ic te d  genera l fund  spend ing  w ith in  th e  s ta te 's  o pe ra ting  budge t has in creased  from  $3.1  b illio n  

in fisca l yea r 2006 to  $4.8  b illio n  in fisca l year 2011. W e  do no t be lie ve  such  spend ing  g row th  is 

su s ta in ab le  e spec ia lly  in ligh t o f  th e  con tinu in g  d e c lin e  in N o rth  S lope  o il p rodu c tio n . The Leg is la tu re  

and G o ve rn o r m ust do  m ore  to  co n tro l g row th  in th e  ope ra tin g  budget. We recommend the Legislature



hold unrestricted general fund spending in the operating budget to $3.5 billion -  a level o f spending 

equal to fiscal year 2010. With regard to the capital budget, we encourage the state to focus on 

strategic investments that help generate new private sector investment.

STRATEGIC TRAN SPO RTATIO N  INFRASTRUCTURE

The re  is s trong  a g reem en t th e  long -te rm  e co no m ic  b ene fits  d e r ived  fro m  in ve s tm en t in A la ska 's  

t ra n sp o rta t io n  in fra s tru c tu re  fa r  exceed  the  co st o f th e  in it ia l in ve stm en t. C ons ide ring  the  vastness of 

A laska , th e  s ta te 's  cu rre n t tra n sp o rta t io n  in fra s tru c tu re  is in adequa te  and  requ ire s  co n tinu ed  p lann ing , 

upgrades, and e xp en d itu re s  to  assure  A laska  c it izens are p rov id ed  w ith  essen t ia l se rv ices. We support a 

state funded transportation program that is adequately and predictably funded, provides continuity 

between succeeding administrations, and addresses all modes o f transportation.

W o rk in g  to g e th e r w e  can im p ro ve  A la ska 's  business c lim a te . W e  re q u e st an o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ee t w ith  

you  to  d iscuss th ese  m a tte rs  in m o re  de ta il. A  rep re sen ta t iv e  fro m  the  Business A d vo ca cy  C o m m itte e  

w ill be in to u ch  w ith  y o u r  o ff ic e  to  sch edu le  a m eeting .

S ince re ly ,

S teve  Bo re ll, Execu tive  D ire c to r 

A la ska  M in e rs  A sso c ia t io n

John  M acK in n o n , Execu tive  D ire c to r 

A ssoc ia ted  G ene ra l C o n tra c to rs  -  A laska

M a r ily n  C ro cke tt, E xecu tive  D ire c to r 

A la ska  O il and Gas A sso c ia t io n

M ik e  Satre, E xecu tive  D ire c to r 

Counc il o f  A laska  P roduce rs

Rachae l Pe tro , P re s id en t &  CEO 

A laska  S tate  C h am b e r o f C o m m erce

Sco tt F law kins, P re s id en t 

P ro spe rity  A laska

Rebecca Logan, G ene ra l M an ag e r 

A laska  S uppo rt Industry  A llia n ce

Jason B rune , Execu tive  D ire c to r

Resou rce  D eve lo p m en t Counc il fo r  A laska , Inc.

A ves  Thom pson , E xecu tive  D ire c to r 

A la ska  T ruck ing  A ssoc ia tion



ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF HARBORMASTERS 
AND PORT ADMINISTRATORS

Kim Elliot, Executive Secretary 
7 Maksoutoff Street 

Sitka, AK 99835 
Phone: (907) 747-7677 

aahpa@gci.net

February 14, 2011

The Honorable Peggy Wilson 
State Capitol Room 408 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Representative Wilson:
The Alaska Association of Harbormasters and Port Administrators (AAHPA) is a statewide 
professional organization comprised of senior managers from 31 municipal harbor systems. Our 
members operate and maintain the majority of the harbors in the State of Alaska.
The AAHPA strongly supports House Bill No. 30, which among other things provides a funding 
source for the State's Municipal Harbor Matching Grant Program (AS 29.60.800). This grant 
program was developed with substantial input and support from the AAHPA in 2006; however, • 
it has received funding in only three of the State budgets enacted since then.
The primary target of this grant program is the small boat harbors constructed by the State of 
Alaska in the 1960s and 1970s, which have been transferred to local municipalities during the 
past several years. Most of these facilities were in less than stellar condition at the time 
ownership was transferred and are in need of major repairs or replacement.
These harbors play a critical economic role by enabling trade, transportation, commercial 
fisheries, tourism, and recreational opportunities across the State. Providing a stable funding 
source for the Municipal Harbor Matching Grant Program, as HB 30 will do, is a significant step 
in ensuring that we are able to adequately repair and maintain these valuable facilities throughout 
the State of Alaska.
Please contact me at (907) 228-6049 if you have any questions regarding AAHPA's support of
HB 30.

Alaska Association Harbormasters and Port Administrators
\

mailto:aahpa@gci.net


From: S teve Sorensen  f m a ilto :steve .ak.ranch@ am ail.com 1 
S e n t :  M onday, February 14, 2011 9:09 PM
To: Rep. A lan  Dick; Rep. Bob M iller; Rep. David Guttenberg; Rep. S co tt Kaw asaki; Rep. S teve Thom pson;
Sen. John  Cogh ill; Rep. T am m ie  W ilson
C c : Sen. A lb e rt Kookesh; Sen. Joe  Thom as; Sen. Joe  Paskvan
S u b je c t :  H JR  4 and HB 30

Key to Alaska's vitality is its transportation system. I vigorously support HJR 4 -  the 
constitutional amendment to re-instate a dedicated transportation fund and HB 30 - the enabling 
statutes for the fund. This is long overdue and is sorely needed legislation and will greatly 
benefit interior Alaska. The Senate needs to get on board and proactively support this 
legislation.
Sincere Regards,
Steve Sorensen P.E.
"We loved a great many things - birds and trees and books and all things beautiful, and horses 
and rifles and children and hard work and the joy of life." Teddy Roosevelt

mailto:steve.ak.ranch@amail.com1


Supporters o f Alaska Transportation Infrastructure Fund HJR 4

Associated General Contractors o f Alaska 

Alaska Municipal League 

Alaska AFL-CIO 

Alaska State Chamber 

Alaska Teamsters Local # 959 

Alaska Laborers Local 942 & 341 

Alaska Transportation Priorities Project 

Alaska Trucking Association 

Alaska Harbormasters Association 

American Society o f Civil Engineers 

Alaska M ob ility  Coalition 

Alaska A irports

Alaska Owners and Pilots Association 

Alaska Marine Pilots 

Marine Transportation Advisory Board 

Southeast Conference 

SW Alaska Conference o f Mayors 

Caiista Corporation



ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS of ALASK A
8005 Schoon Street • Anchorage, Alaska 99518 3750 Bonita Street • Fairbanks, Alaska 99706
Telephone (907) 561-5354 • Fax (907) 562-6118 Telephone (907) 452-1809 • Fax (907) 456-8599

March 1, 2012

Representative Peggy Wilson 
State Capitol Building, Room 415 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: HJR4

Dear Representative Wilson:

On behalf of the Associated General Contractors of Alaska, a construction industry trade 
association of 650 business members, I offer support for HJR4.

HJR4 would put an initiative on the ballot for a constitutional amendment to dedicate 
certain revenue for a state funded transportation program.

A state funded transportation program has been a legislative priority of the AGC for many 
years, and dedication of funds is the most certain way to insure that a state funded 
program is maintained. HJR42 is companion legislation to HB30, the enabling legislation 
for a state funded program, which is also supported by AGC.

Transportation is one of the most important issues to Alaskans, and something that 
affects every Alaskan every day. Funding of transportation projects is always well 
received. I believe there has been only one transportation bond issue since statehood 
that has not been approved by the voters; most with overwhelming support.

In closing, Alaska needs a transportation program, sufficiently funded with regular, 
predictable and reliable funding with an annual appropriation of state funds so we can 
begin to address our many transportation needs, and dedication of funds for such a 
program is an essential element.

Sincerely,

Executive D irector
Associated General Contractors o f Alaska



/klaska 
M o b ilit y
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Achieving mobility through community appropriate transportation services

3705 Arctic Blvd #1 777 
Anchorage, AK 99503.

907-240-2702

February 15, 2011
Representative Peggy Wilson 
State Capitol, Rm 408 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Representative Wilson:
On behalf of the Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC), we strongly support HJR4 (a 
constitution amendment creating a transportation infrastructure fund) and HB30 
(transportation infrastructure fund).
The AMC is a private, non-profit membership organization that represents and advocates 
for public and community transportation in Alaska. The AMC has ninety seven members 
across the state from Bethel to Prince of Wales Island. The AMC membership provides 
over seven million rides annually for Alaskans to get to work, school, shopping trips, 
recreational opportunities and medical appointments. For more information on the AMC, 
I have attached a link to our website for your review (http://www.alaskamobilitv.orgs)
Alaska is one of just three states that do not provide general operating support for transit 
service. In addition, there are road maintenance, ferry operation and urban and rural 
trails that are neglected around the state because of the lack of infrastructure support.
The federal government will be reducing its investment in transportation in Alaska in the 
next few years and it is time for legislature to dedicate its gas taxes and other 
transportation-related user fees for transportation infrastructure.
The Alaska Mobility Coalition would be honored to serve on the Transportation 
Infrastructure Fund Advisory Council as proposed in HB 30.
Thank you for your efforts in supporting transit in Alaska. I look forward to working 
with you and the Alaska legislature on your legislation during the current session.
Sincerely,

David M. Levy 
Executive Director

www.alaskamobilitv.orq alaskamobility@gmail.com

http://www.alaskamobilitv.orgs
http://www.alaskamobilitv.orq
mailto:alaskamobility@gmail.com
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