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S e n a t o r  F r e d  D y s o n

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

S C R  1 8  

A  R e s o lu t io n  E s t a b l is h in g  A u g u s t  4 ,  2 0 1 2 ,  a s  R a o u l  W a l l e n b e r g  R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y

T h e  p u rp o se  o f th is  R esolution  is to  estab lish  A ugust 4 , 2 0 1 2 , as R aoul W a lle n b e rg  R e m e m b ra n c e  D ay in 

c o m m e m o ra t io n  o f t h e  e x tra o rd in a ry  life  and sacrifice o f th is  Sw edish d ip lo m a t, c re d ite d  w ith  saving m o re  

th a n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  Jews during  th e  H o locaust, on  th e  1 0 0 th an n ive rsary  o f  his b irth .

R aoul W a lle n b e rg  w as born  A ugust 4 ,1 9 1 2  in S w ed en . His fa th e r , Raoul W a lle n b e rg  Sr., w as  an o ffic e r in th e  

S w edish  N avy, and g ra n d fa th e r G ustav  W a lle n b e rg  w as th e  S w edish  A m b assad o r to  Japan. Raoul W a lle n b e rg  

a tte n d e d  co llege  in th e  U n ite d  S ta tes , g ra d u a tin g  fro m  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f M ich ig an  in 1 9 3 5  w ith  a 

b a c c a la u re a te  d e g re e  in A rc h ite c tu ra l Design.

O

In 1 9 3 9  W a lle n b e rg 's  business dea lings  b ro u g h t h im  to  H ungary , w h e re  he began  to  k n o w  th e  H un g arian  

w ish  c o m m u n ity  and  b e c a m e  in creas ing ly  co ncerned  w ith  th e  fa te  o f E urope 's  Jewish c o m m u n itie s  w h o

w e re  b eg in n in g  to  fa ll p rey  to  H itle r 's  ad vance  across E urope. In 1 9 4 4  d u rin g  W W II, U n ite d  S tates S ecre ta ry  o f  

S ta te  C orde ll H ull re q u e s te d  th e  c o o p e ra tio n  o f  S w ed en , a n e u tra l n a tio n , in p ro te c tin g  th e  lives o f  7 5 0 ,0 0 0  

H u n g a ria n  Jews fac ing  e x te rm in a tio n  a t th e  hands o f  th e  Nazis. Raoul W a lle n b e rg  ag reed  to  th e  re q u e s t, and  

w e n t  to  H u n g a ry  to  p ro te c t Jews and v ic tim s o f th e  N azis u n d e r his o ffic ia l p ro fess ion  as a S w edish  d ip lo m a t.

W ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  co urage and w ith  to ta l d isregard  fo r  th e  co n s ta n t d a n g e r to  h im se lf, th is  yo un g  d ip lo m a t  

o u t-d u e le d  Nazi L ie u te n a n t C olonel A d o lf E ichm ann in B udapest, H un g ary  fro m  July th ro u g h  D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 4  

and  m iracu lo u s ly  saved m o re  th a n  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  in n o cen t m en , w o m e n  and  ch ild ren  fro m  th e  d e a th  cam ps. Raoul 

W a lle n b e rg  th e n  e n d u re d  trag ic  im p r is o n m e n t and d e a th  in a S ov ie t G ulag  in v io la tio n  o f W a lle n b e rg 's  

d ip lo m a tic  im m u n ity  and in te rn a tio n a l law .

T h e  la te  U.S. C ongressm an T o m  Lantos, rescued by W a lle n b e rg  in B udapest, served  fo r  severa l years  as 

e c o n o m ic  adv iser and c h ie f o f s ta ff to  fo rm e r  A laska C ongressm an M ik e  G rave l. In 1 9 8 1  P res id en t R onald  

R eagan p o s th u m o u s ly  a w a rd e d  M r . Raoul W a lle n b e rg  th e  h ighest C ongressional a w ard  m ak ing  W a lle n b e rg  an 

H o n o ra ry  C itizen  o f t h e  U n ite d  S ta tes .

SCR 19  is b ro u g h t fo rth  in h o n o r o f t h e  co urageous v a lo r o f  Raoul W a lle n b e rg  w h o se  life  d e m o n s tra te d  m o ra l 

c o u rag e  an d  love in th e  face  o f in c o m p re h e n s ib le  evil, and sh ow ed  us th a t o n e  person  can m a k e  a d iffe re n c e .

D urin g  Session (January - M ay): A laska State C apito l •  Juneau, Alaska 99801 •  (800) 342-2199 •  (907) 465-2199 •  (907) 465-4587 (fax)

D u rin g  In te rim  (June-December): 10928 Eagle R iver Road, Suite 238 •  Eagle R iver, A laska 99577 •  (907) 694-6683 •  (907) 694-1015 (fax)

senator.fred.dyson#legis.state.ak.us •  w ww .akrepub licans.org
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Sep 21, 2011 - Introduced in House. This is the original tex t of the bill as it was written by its 
sponsor and subm itted to the House for consideration. This is the latest version o f the bill currently  
available on GovTrack.
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HR 3001 IH
112th CONGRESS 

1st Session 
H. R. 3001

To award a Congressional Gold Medal to Raoul W allenberg, in recognition of his achievem ents and 
heroic actions during the Holocaust.

IN  THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
September 21, 2011 

Mr. MEEKS (for himself, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. BERMAN, Ms. HAYWORTH, and Mr. GRIM M) introduced 
the following bill; which was referred to the C om m ittee on Financial Services

A BILL
To award a Congressional Gold Medal to Raoul W allenberg, in recognition of his achievem ents and 
heroic actions during the Holocaust.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States o f America in 
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act m ay be cited as the 'Raoul W allenberg Centennial Celebration Act'.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
The Congress finds as follows:

(1 )  Raoul W allenberg was born in Europe on August 4 , 1912, to Swedish Christian 
parents.
(2 ) In  1935 , he graduated from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, completing a 
five -year program in th ree -an d -a -h a lf years.
(3 ) In a le tter to his grandfather, W allenberg wrote of his tim e in America: ' I  feel so 
a t home in m y little Ann Arbor that I'm  beginning to sink down roots here and have a 
hard tim e imagining my leaving it. . . . Every now and then I feel strange when I 
th ink about how tiny my own country is and how large and wonderful America is.'.
(4 )  Raoul returned to Sweden, where he began a career as a businessman, and 
afterw ards, a Swedish diplomat.
(5 )  In  1936, Raoul's grandfather arranged a position for him at the Holland Bank in 
Haifa, Palestine. There Raoul began to m eet young Jews who had already been forced 
to  flee from Nazi persecution in Germ any. Their stories affected him deeply.
(6 )  He was greatly  troubled by the fate  of Jews in Europe, confiding to actress Viveca 
Lindfors the horrific plight of Jews under Nazi Europe.
(7 )  Under the direction of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the W ar Refugee Board 
was established in January 1944 to aid civilians that fell victim to the Nazi and Axis 
powers in Europe.
(8 ) One of W ar Refugee Board's top priorities was protection of the 7 5 0 ,0 0 0  
Hungarian Jews still alive.
(9 ) I t  was decided that Raoul W allenberg, aged 31 at the tim e, would be most 
effective in protecting Jews and victims of the Nazis in Hungary under the  W ar 
Refugee Board. He was recruited by Ive r Olsen, an agent for the Office o f Strategic  
Services and sent to Budapest, Hungary, under his official profession as a Swedish 
diplom at. He was instructed to use passports and other creative means to save as 
m any lives as possible.
(1 0 ) W allenberg created a new Swedish passport, the Schutzpass, which looked more  
imposing and official than the actual Swedish passport. He reportedly put up huge 
place cards of it throughout Budapest to make the Nazis fam iliar with it. He 
unilaterally announced that it granted the holder im m unity from  the death camps.
The Schutzpasses alone are credited with saving 2 0 ,0 0 0  Jewish lives.



(1 1 )  In one exam ple of his heroism, W allenberg was told o f a Nazi plot to  round up 
several thousand Jewish women and acted swiftly to save them . Form er W allenberg  
staffer, Agnes Adachi, recalls the tim e when she and other staff, spent the  whole 
night making around 2 ,0 0 0  Schutzpasses before 6 a .m . They were all completed and 
personally delivered to the women in tim e to save their lives.
(1 2 )  Using the money the United States put into the W ar Refugee Board, Wallenberg  
was able to purchase about th irty  buildings, which he used as hospitals, schools, soup 
kitchens, and safe houses for over 8 ,0 0 0  children whose parents have already been 
deported or killed.
(1 3 )  Tom m y Lapid, a young boy who was staying with his m other in a Swedish safe 
house (his fa ther was already dead), gave an eyewitness account of how his fam ily  
was helped by W allenberg and the W ar Refugee Board: 'One m orning, a group of 
Flungarian Fascists came into the house and said that all the able-bodied women 
m ust go with them . We knew w hat this m eant. My m other kissed m e and I cried and 
she cried. We knew we were parting forever and she left me there , an orphan to all 
intents and purposes. Then two or three hours later, to my am azem ent, my m other 
returned with the other wom en. I t  seem ed like a m irage, a miracle. My m other was 
th ere--she  was alive and she was hugging me and kissing m e, and she said one 
word: W allenberg.'.
(1 4 ) Even as the w ar was coming to a close, W allenberg rem ained vigilant and 
attentive  to the people under his care. Adolf Eichmann, the SS colonel charged with 
the exterm ination of Jews in Eastern Europe, was determ ined to exterm inate  the
7 0 ,0 0 0  Jews kept as prisoners in a guarded ghetto in Budapest. As soon as 
W allenberg heard of the plot, he sent Pal Szalay, an Arrow-Crossman senior official, 
who defected and turned to W allenberg. Szalay was sent to speak to General 
Schm idthuber, who was ordered to spearhead the  ghetto exterm ination in Budapest. 
Szalay informed Schm idthuber th a t, seeing as the w ar was coming to an end, if the  
planned massacre took place, W allenberg would see to it personally that 
Schm idthuber would be prosecuted as a w ar criminal and hanged. The plans were  
ultim ately abandoned and considered W allenberg's last big victory.
(1 5 )  Of the 120 ,0 0 0  Hungarian Jews that survived, Raoul W allenberg, acting under 
the W ar Refugee Board, is credited with saving an estim ated 100 ,000  of them  in a 
six-m onth period.
(1 6 ) Raoul Wallenberg's fate remains a m ystery. In  January 13, 1945 , he contacted 
the Russians in an effort to secure food for the Jews under his protection—as he was 
still working hard to protect them .
(1 7 ) In 1981 , President Ronald Reagan m ade Raoul W allenberg an honorary citizen of 
the United States, an honor only previously extended to Winston Churchill.
(1 8 )  These findings show that Raoul W allenberg showed exceptional heroism and 
bravery with his actions during the holocaust. Working with the W ar Refugee Board, a 
United State's agency, he was able to save about 100 ,000  Hungarian Jews, m any of 
which were later able to im m igrate to the United States.
(1 9 ) Indeed, hundreds of thousands o f American Jews can directly or indirectly 
attribute the ir own lives to Raoul W allenberg's actions during World W ar I I .  Many of 
the people Wallenberg saved have been influential citizens contributing to  American 
institutions and culture, including Congressman Tom Lantos (February 1, 1928- 
February 11, 2 0 0 8 ), Annette Lantos, and the Liska Rebbe, Rabbi Yoizef (Joseph) 
Friedlander, who carried forth the Liska Hassidic dynasty from Hungary to  the United 
States a fte r being saved by Raoul W allenberg.
(2 0 ) His actions and character m ake him an excellent contender for a Congressional 
Gold Medal in tim e for the centennial of his birth, to celebrate his achievem ents and 
hum anitarian accomplishments.



PUBLIC LAW 97-54—OCT. 5, 1981 

Public Law 97-54 
97th Congress 

Joint Resolution
P rocla im ing  Raoul W allenberg to  be a n  honorary c itizen  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta tes, and  

req uesting  th e  P resid en t to  ascerta in  from  th e  Sov iet U n io n  th e  w hereabouts o f  
R aoul W allenberg an d  to  secure h is return  to  freedom .

Whereas the United States has conferred honorary citizenship on 
only one occasion in its more than two hundred years, and 
honorary citizenship is and should remain an extraordinary 
honor not lightly conferred nor frequently granted;

Whereas during World War II the United States was at war with 
Hungary,’and had no diplomatic relations with that country;

Whereas in 1944 the United States Government through Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull requested the cooperation of Sweden, as 
a neutral nation, in protecting the lives of Hungarian Jews 
facing extermination at the hands of the Nazis;

Whereas Raoul Wallenberg agreed to act at the behest of the 
United States in Hungary, and went to Hungary in the 
summer of 1944 as Secretary of the Swedish Legation;

Whereas Raoul Wallenberg, with extraordinary courage and with 
total disregard for the constant danger to himself, saved the 
lives of almost one hundred thousand innocent men, women, 
and children;

Whereas Raoul Wallenberg, with funds and directives supplied by 
the United States, provided food, shelter, and medical care to 
those whom he had rescued;

Whereas the Soviet Union, in violation of Wallenberg’s Swedish 
diplomatic immunity and of international law, seized him on 
January 17, 1945, with no explanation ever given for his 
detention and subsequent imprisonment;

Whereas Raoul Wallenberg has been a prisoner in the Soviet 
Union since 1945;

Whereas reports from former prisoners in the Soviet Union, as 
recent as January 1981, suggest that Raoul Wallenberg is 
alive;

Whereas history has revealed that heroic acts of salvation were 
tragically rare during the massacre of millions of innocent 
human beings during World War EE; and

Whereas the significance of this symbol of man’s concern for his 
fellow man has been tainted by the wall of silence that sur­
rounds the fate of Wallenberg: Now, therefore, be it

95 STAT. 971

Oct. 5, 1981 
[S.J. Res. 65]

o



95 STAT. 972 PUBLIC LAW 97-54—OCT. 5, 1981

Resolved by the Senate and House o f Representatives of the United 
Raoul States o f America in Congress assembled,
honorary u's Section 1. Raoul Wallenberg is proclaimed to be an honorary 
c itizensh ip . citizen of the United States of America.

Sec. 2. The President is requested to take all possible steps to 
ascertain from the Soviet Union the whereabouts of Raoul Wallen­
berg and to secure his return to freedom.

Approved October 5, 1981.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY— S.J. Res. 65 (H.J. Res. 220):

H O U SE  REPORT N o. 97-152, pt. 1, accom panying H .J. Res. 220 (Comm, on Foreign  
Affdirs)*

SE N A T E  REPORT No. 97-169 (Comm, on Foreign R elations) an d  (Comm, on the  
Judiciary).

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 127 (1981):
Aug. 3, considered and  passed Senate.
Sept. 22, H .J. Res. 220 considered and passed House; proceedings vacated  and  

S.J. Res. 65 passed in  lieu.
W EEKLY COM PILATION O F PRESIDENT IAL DO CUM ENTS, Vol. 17, No. 41 (1981): 

Oct. 5, P residentia l sta tem en t.
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