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Alaska State Legislature

SCR 11 - W ALTER HICKEL DAY OF THE ARCTIC

Sponsor Statement

SCR 11 establishes August 18, 2011 as Walter J. Hickel Day of the Arctic. The date has 
been selected to match our former Governor’s birthday, and the title ‘Day of the Arctic’ 
has been chosen to honor what Walter Hickel knew to be true decades ago - that Alaska, 
rich with resources, can provide for Alaskans and the world for centuries to come.

During the 1950s Walter Hickel played a major role in the fight to get Alaska’s statehood 
land entitlement, which gave us 103 million acres of land to hold in common. From 
1966-1969, he served as the second Governor of Alaska. During his term, he 
successfully pushed to open Prudhoe Bay to oil development, creating the foundation for 
our economy today.

From 1969 to 1970 Walter Hickel served as the US Secretary of the Interior. This was 
when the critical permitting process for our Trans-Alaska Pipeline was taking place. In 
that capacity, he helped turn plans into a construction project, getting our valuable 
resource to market.

In 1990, he was elected to his second term as Governor o f Alaska. During this term he 
led the way internationally on the issue o f by-catch fish waste, and negotiated the $1 
billion Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement.

In 1973, Walter Hickel authored a piece for Readers Digest that declared ‘the Day of the 
Arctic has come.’ Today, the points he made in that article are still applicable. The 
Walter Hickel Day o f the Arctic will honor the vision and legacy he left for all Alaskans, 
and I urge your support.
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Readers Digest

T h e  D ay 
o f the A rc tic  

Has Come
“ T h e  eyes of the  w orld  are  tu rn in g  n o rth . 

W e m u st s ta rt u sing  o u r  A rc tic  resou rces—in c lu d in g  
n a tu ra l b eau ty  an d  fossil fu e l—rig h t n o w ”

U p h e re  in  m y  office in A n ­

chorage, I sit 90 m inutes  

f ly in g  tim e east o f  Soviet 

territory and 90 m inutes south o f  

ou r rich  N o r th  S lope o il fields, and  

I w ish  there was som e w ay I cou ld  

m ake the rest o f A m e r ica  grasp the 

urgent im p ortan ce  to our natio n  of 

A la s k a  and  this w hole  top of the 

w orld .

It is a vast, fo rb id d in g  territory  

as m ysterious as the m oon, yet u n ­

der its cover o f  ice and snow  lies a 

u n iq u e  o p p o rtu n ity  for the future.

T a k e  a good look at a schoolroom  

globe. L o o k  dow n at the A r c t ic —  

ten m ill io n  square m iles, extend ing  

ro u g h ly  fro m  the 60th parallel up  

and  across the N o r th  Pole. W ith in  

it lie m ost o f  A la sk a , alm ost h a lf o f  

C a n a d a , a ll o f G re e n la n d  and Ice-

B y  W a l t e r  J .  H ic k e l

G overn o r o f A laska , 1966-69;
Secretary o f the  In te r io r , 1969-70

land, parts o f Scand inavia , an in ­

credible sweep o f northern  R ussia  

and Siberia, p lus m ost o f their co n ­

tinental shelves and islands. In area, 

it ’s as b ig  as W estern  Eu rop e, the. 

continental U n ite d  States, japan, In­

d ia  and  C h in a  c o m b in e d —-nations  

w h ic h  support tw o b illio n  people. 

T h e  A rc tic , just as b ig , is practica lly  

unpeopled, and  all b u t u n k n o w n .

N o w , focus in  on A la ska . N o te  

that the shortest a ir route from  N e w  

Y ork  to G o k y o , o r to P e k in g , is not 

th rou g h  H o n o lu lu  but a long  the 

G re a t C irc le  route th rou g h  A la sk a . 

N o te , too, h ow  the Pacific  coasts of 

N o r th  A m e r ic a  and A s ia  stretch 

south like  legs o f a w ishbone, and  

how  A la sk a  sits there strategically, 

atop the entire P a c ific  basin.

M o re  than this, A la s k a  is a treas­
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ure-house o f natural beauty and  

fossil fuel —  fuel that lies undevel­

oped and  unused, at a tim e w hen  

we desperately need it to produce  

energy to ru n  o u r country.

H o w  m u ch  fuel ? N o b o d y  know s. 

Som e 30 b illio n  barrels o f o il have  

already been located on  the N o r th  

S lo p e — en o u g h  to supply the “ low er 

48” w ith  tw o m illio n  barrels a day. 

from  n ow  u n t il the year 2000. A n d  

that’s not all. Estim ates o f  other 

A la s k a  o il reserves, both  on- and  

offshore, add another 20-30 b illio n  

barrels. A n d  i f  you count potential 

continenta i-shelf reserves out to a 

depth o f 200 meters, the total swells 

unbelievab ly , by another 600-780 
b illio n  barrels. T o  top a ll this, A la s ­

k a ’s coal reserves m ay exceed 120 
b illio n  tons, and natural-gas re­

serves are estim ated at 238-438 tr il­

lion  cub ic  feet.

T h u s , A la s k a  is 1) geographically  

a crossroads o f the globe, 2) a place 

o f inca lcu lab le  econom ic potential. 

In w o rld  politics, these tw o things 

add up to trem endous clout. B u t the 

n orthern  regions o f Russia, S iberia  

a n d  C a n a d a  share s im ilar strategic 

locations and the same rich  poten­

tial. T h is  is w hy the w hole A rc t ic  

is destined to becom e a d o m in a n t  

force in  the econom ic-political bal­

ance o f  the w orld . T h is  is w hy I 

believe the w o r ld ’s pow er center is 

destined to sh ift from  the M id d le  

E a st to the A rc t ic .

W h a t  shou ld  we A m e rica n s  be 

d o in g  about it r ig h t now  ? I am  con­

v in ced  that w e should get on w ith  

the job o f extracting  N o r th  Slope

oil, so that w e can reduce o u r de­

pendence on Venezuela  a n d  the 

M id d le  East, and start d a m m in g  up 

the critica l and  unnecessary flow  of  

A m e rica n  dollars abroad.

A s  liv in g  space for m an, the 

A rc t ic  w ill never com pete w ith  the 

softer clim ates: no one is g o in g  to 

buy a retirem ent hom e on P ru d h oe  

Bay. T h a t  is w hy the A rc t ic  is a 

perfect location for a storehouse of 

w ealth. A n d  w hat a storehouse, for 

everyth ing  from  m in e ra l resources 

to the rarer resources o f  natural 

beauty and  w ild life — perhaps m ost 

precious o f all, in the lo n g  run . 
T h e y  w ill refresh the sp irit o f  m an  

as lo n g  as he inhab its earth.

T h e  u n iq u e  A rc t ic  conditions en­

courage tw o opposite points of 

view . O n e  says: “ E x p lo it  it fast. G e t  

i n — grab —  and get out.” T h e  other 

w arns: “ T h e  A rc tic  is a precious 

wilderness, so delicate and fragile  

w e sh ou ld  lock it up. M a n  should  

stay out forever.”

Both v iew points are w ron g . T o ­

day w e can get the o il out — and the 

gas, the iron  and the copper — w ith ­

out seriously d isru p tin g  the e n v iro n ­

m ent. W e k n o w  better now  than  

sim p ly  to take over the eng in eering  

techniques that w ork ed  in  Texas 

and O k la h o m a . W e have learned to 

w o rk  with the A rc t ic  elements, 

rather than against them .

T h is  is som eth ing  the R ussians  

have learned, too. It began w hen  

they b u ilt  the Trans-S iberian  ra il­

road in  the 1890s, across 5500 m iles  

o f b lizzard-sw ept desolation — “ rusty  

streaks o f iron  th roug h  the vastness
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o f n o th in g  to the extrem ities o f  no­

w here,” as detractors scoffed. T h e n ,  
re co g n iz in g  potential in  the region, 

L e n in  in  1921 set up an institute to 

study the w aters north  o f  S iberia, 

the “ N ortheast Passage” between 

the A t la n t ic  and the Pacific.

F e a rfu l o f  d ep end in g  on  other 

nations, Soviet leaders were de­

term ined  to find  and develop raw  

m aterials w ith in  their ow n  borders. 

A s  a result, new  cities have mate­

r ia lized  in the Soviet A rc t ic  and  

su b -A rctic  at fantastic speeds, and  

established ones have g row n . N o ­

vosib irsk , on  the R iver O b  in  S i­

beria, now  has a population  o f 1.1 
m illio n .

T od ay , o il-p rod uction  plans for 

w estern S iberia  stagger the m in d : 

tw o m illio n  barrels a day by 1975,

and double that by 

1980, or som e 40 
p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

U . S . S . R . ’ s to ta l.  

O ve ra ll, in c lu d in g  

offshore areas, the 

Soviet A rc t ic  m ay  

contain nearly  a 

halt-trillion barrels 

of oil, o r  alm ost 

as m u ch  as the 

“p roved ”  reserves 

(540 b illio n  bar­

rels) o f the rest of 

the w orld . E ven  

m ore o ve rw h e lm ­
in g  arc the Soviet 

A r c t ic ’s n a tu ra l-  

gas reserves, esti­

m ated in  1970 at 

425 tr illio n  cubic  

feet (15 tr illio n  m ore than ours at 

that tim e).

T h e  R ussians have la id  dow n  

some 18,000 m iles o f  o il pipelines 

plus 39,000 m iles o f gas pipelines, 

and w ill soon begin p ip in g  gas —  

probably to A u stria  and W est G e r ­

m any this year, Italy next year, and 

later B e lg iu m . Before long, we m ay 

even be d ep en d in g  on Russia to 

ease our energy crisis. F o r  exam ple, 

u n d er Soviet study n ow  is the feasi­

b ility  o f constru ctin g  two 56-inch  

pipelines, one to carry western S i­

berian natural gas northw est to 

M u rm a n s k  for tanker sh ipm ent to 

o u r East Coast, the other to convey 

eastern S iberian gas southeast to a 

port near V la d iv o sto k  lor sh ipm ent 

to our W est Coast. T h e ir  com bined  

length : 4000 m iles — five tim es that
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of o u r proposed trans-A laska  o il 

pipeline.*

U n d e r s t a n d a b ly ,  th e  R u s s ia n s  

n ow  say, “ T h e re  is no R u ssia  w ith ­

out S iberia .” T h e y  have turned  a 

corner in  their attitude tow ard  the 

A rc t ic .  It is tim e for us to do  the 

same. T h e  A rc t ic  is not as d ifficu lt  

as it is d ifferent. O u r  challenge is 

to appreciate that difference. L e t ’s 

stop being  afra id  o f the A rc t ic . L e t ’s 

ro ll up o u r sleeves and get started.

W e  need, for exam ple, in fo rm a ­

tion  about the continental shelf and  

the offshore lands o f the A rc t ic . W e  

need up-to-date polar m aps. W e  

need answers to questions about in ­

ternational sovereignty over A rc t ic  

waters and their seabeds. W e  oug ht 

to k n o w  m ore about A rc t ic  trans­

portation and com m u n ica tion s sys­

tems, about the problem s o f large  

h u m a n  settlements in  the far north. 

W e need a com prehensive study, 

lead in g  to a coord inated  national 

policy  fo r A rc t ic  developm ent.

It is a responsibility we share w ith  

ail the nations that r im  the A rc t ic  

O ce a n : the Soviet U n io n , the Scan­

d in a v ia n  countries and, closest o f all, 

C a n a d a , on whose M a ck e n z ie  R iv e r  

delta and  A rc t ic  islands o il and  nat­

u ra l gas have recently been dis­

*See “ The Great Alaska P ipeline C on tro ­
versy,”  T h e  Reader’s D igest, N ovem ber ’72 .

covered in  enorm ous quantities. T h e  

region can becom e a hostile arena 

o f econom ic a n d  possibly m ilita ry  

conflict. O r  it can  becom e a sh in in g  

exam ple o f h o w  nations can plan, 

live and w ork together, in te llig en tly  

a nd  w isely, w ith  love for their p lanet 

E a rth . W e m ust jo in  other A rc t ic  

nations in  a federated approach  to 

o u r co m m o n  prob lem s and  op p ortu­

nities. W e  ow e it  to future genera­

tions of the w hole  w orld .

A s  m u ch  as w e have yet to learn, 

one th in g  is clear to m e here in  

A n c h o ra g e — as clear as the peak of 

M t. M c K in le y ,  20,300 feet h ig h  

against the b lue A la sk a n  sky across 

the in let. W e need to m ove  right 
now. T h e  eyes o f the w o rld  are 

tu rn in g  north. W e  m ust start using  

o u r A rc t ic  resources, those o f nat­

u ra l beauty a n d  those that meet 

m a n ’s other needs. A n d  w e m ust 

take the first steps, w hatever our  

g overnm ent a n d  C on g re ss  judge  

them  to be, tow ard  cooperative in ­

ternational developm ent o f the 

w hole  polar region.

I have dream ed of the day w hen  

A m e rica n s  w o u ld  change their atti­

tude tow ard A la sk a  and the A rc tic . 
It begins to loo k  as th ou g h  his­

tory, econom ics and w orld  politics  

are w ith  me, and as th ou g h  the day 

has begun.
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A Tribute 
to 

Walter J. Hickel 
from  

The President o f  Iceland 
Of afar Ragnar 0 rimsson

As u v  in the North look hack over the life of W alter Hickel on his 
9(f' birthday, wc salu te a visionary leader, a true statesm an who has 
transform ed our view a t the world.

Now, in the early  21'* century, the A rctic  an d  the Northern regions 
are fin a lly  being recogn ized  as the Earth  *v most crucial territory', o f  
m onum ental significance for the future o f  mankind.

Alt his life, iValfy has been the cham pion o f  the North, front the 
tim es o f  P residen t E isenhower to the Adm inistration of Barack Obama.

l ie  has served  with distinction, not only Am erica hut a lso  ail nations 
o f  th e  North: convinced  p eo p le  in every  continent of the im portance o f  the  
resource-rich  commons.

l i e  has been hath a  visionary and a man o f  action  a  p ro u d  A laskan  
who has inspired us all.

It was m y g rea t fortune to w elcom e IVaIn to the Presidential 
R esidence in Icelan d  in the early yea rs  o f  m y presidency. That m eeting  
tran sform ed m y  mission. Ever since then, it has been my privilege to  
s e tv e  as a  foo tso ld ier in It a ilv  's forces, to benefit from his w isdom and  
insights, his com m ents a n d  conclusions: !o enjoy his stories an d  his jokes.

H olly  H ickel has shown as a cam paigner, as a Governor, as an 
a c tiv is t a n d  as a  statesm an, how one man can change the w orld

On the occasion  of his 9f/r birthday. D orrit an d  1. and all B a lly  s 
friends and adm irers in Iceland, sen d  our congratulations to him and his 
family.

The p eo p le  o f the North salute a g rea t leader a n d  thank him for his




