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SB 94: Second Verse of the Alaska State Song
Legislative Intent

Adopted by the Senate State Affairs Committee on March 22, 2011

It is the intent of the Alaska State Legislature that no additional funds be spent to
re-print state publications simply to include the second verse of the Alaska State
Song. Instead, re-printing of publications should occur on the schedule it would
otherwise have occurred had the second verse not been adopted.
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Member

Memorandum

To: Senator Wielechowski
From: Senator Davis

Date: 3/10/2011

Re: Request for Hearing of SB 94

Enclosed is our committee packet for SB 94 an act adding a second verse to the official
Alaska state song. | have included a sponsor statement, a copy of the bill, Fiscal notes,
and other supplemental information.

Please schedule a committee hearing before the State Affairs Committee at your earliest
convenience. | look forward to moving this bill right along.

Please contact my staff member Pamela Marsch at 465-3822 with any questions or
comments regarding this request

Thank you,

Session: (Jan. - May)
State Capitol, Suite 30, Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Phone: (907) 465-3822 « Fax: (907) 465-3756 « Toll free: (800) 770-3822
Interim: (May - Dec.)
716 West 4 hAve., Suite 400, Anchorage, AK 99501 Phone: (907) 269-0144 « Fax: (907) 269-0148
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http://www.aksenate.org
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Senate Bill 94 Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 94 would add a second verse to The Alaska's Flag Song. The late Carol Beery Davis
wrote a beautiful second verse, which gives recognition to Alaska Natives and to Benny Benson,

who designed the Alaskan flag.

Similar bills have been introduced in the past. Last year The Alaska's Flag Song was performed
with both verses as the Senate gaveled in on the first day of session. Also last year, the Senator

from District G introduced SB 43. It passed the Senate, but stalled in the House.

This year isthe year to join mein supporting a long overdue addition of the second verse to the
Alaska Flag Song. By passing this bill you will be recognizing history, our progress as a state and

our first people.

Session: (Jan. - May)
State Capitol, Suite 30, Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Phone: (907) 465-3822 « Fax: (907) 465-3756 « Toll free: (800) 770-3822
Interim: (May - Dec.)
716 West 4th Ave., Suite 400, Anchorage, AK 99501 Phone: (907) 269-0144 « Fax: (907) 269-0148
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number 1
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version SB94
(S) Publish Date 3/9/11
Identifier (file name) SB094-GOV-OMB-3-Q8-11 Dept. Affected All
Title Adding a second verse to the official Alaska state song Appropriation
Allocation
Sponsor Senator Davis
Requester Senate Community and regional Affairs OMB Component Number
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous
*kk *kk *kk *kk *kk *kk
TOTAL OPERATING
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES'
CHANGE IN
REVENUES
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (please identify) - — ™ - . .

TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not Applicable, initial version

Prepared by  John Boucher, Senior Economist

Division Office of Management and Budget

Approved by  Karen Rehfeld, Director

Office of Management and Budget

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB)

FY 2017

*kk

Phone 465-4677
Date/Time 3/8/2011 2:00pm

Date 3/8/2011
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FISCAL NOTE #1

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. sB 94
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

The fiscal impact of this legislation is indeterminate.

Page 2 of 2



Alaska Flag Song Lyrics And History

"Alaska's Flag"™

Written by Marie Drake
Composed by Elinor Dusenbury

Adopted on February 23 1955.
Sheet Music | MIDI Tune | Realaudio Song

1st Verse of Alaska's Flag Song

Eight stars of gold on a field of blue,
Alaska’s flag, may it mean to you,

The blue of the sea, the evening sky,

The mountain lakes and the flowers nearby,
The gold of the early sourdough's dreams,
The precious gold of the hills and streams,
The brilliant stars in the northern sky,

The "Bear," the ""Dipper,” and shining high,
The great North Star with its steady light,
O'er land and sea a beacon bright,

Alaska’s flag to Alaskans dear,

The simple flag of a last frontier.

2nd Verse of Alaska's Flag Song
-- Words by Carol Beery Davis

A Native lad chose the Dipper's stars

For Alaska's flag that there be no bars
Among our culture. Let it be known
Through years the Native's past has grown
To share life's treasures, hand in hand,
To keep Alaska our Great-Land,;

We love the northern midnight sky,

The mountains, lakes and streams nearby.
The great North Star with its steady light
Will guide all cultures, clear and bright,
With nature's flag to Alaskans dear,

The simple flag of the last frontier.

* Source :Alaska Blue Book 1993-94, 11th
ed., Juneau, Department of Education,
Division of State Libraries, Archives &
Museums.

» Copyright for Alaska's Flag is held by the
University of Alaska. For further

http://www.alaska.net/~surlyc/ACWD/alaskaflagsonglyricsandhistory.html
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Origin of Song:

The words to the song Alaska's Flag were
written by Marie Drake, The Territorial
Legislature adopted Alaska's Flag as Alaska's
official song in 1955.

"Alaska's Flag™ written by Marie Drake a long-
time employee of the Alaska Department of
Education, and set to music composed by Elinor
Dusenbury, who husband was commander of
Chilkoot Barracks at Haines from 1933 to 1936
was adopted as the official state song in 1955,
and was gifted to the University of Alaska in
April 1960. Carol Beery Davis wrote the second
verse to ""Alaska’s Flag' and gifted the words
(protected by copyright) to the University of
Alaska Foundation in February 1987.

Carol Beery Davis, an Alaskan pioneer and poet
laureate, as the maker of the second verse.
While the official Alaska state song recognizes
and describes Alaska's flag, the words of Davis
in the second verse of ""Alaska’s Flag™, "'A
Native lad chose the Dipper’s stars, For Alaska's
flag that there be no bars™, provides recognition
of Bennie Benson who designed Alaska's
official flag in 1927. Benny Benson described
his design of the flag:

""The blue field is for the Alaska Sky and the
forget-me-not, an Alaskan flower. The North
Star is for the future of Alaska, the most
northerly in the union. The Dipper is for the
Great Bear - symbolizing strength.™

Marie Drake:

Marie Drake, author of the words to Alaska's
Flag, the state song, was bom Feburary 11,
1888. In 1907 she married James Drake in Van
Wert, Ohio, where she was engaged in social
work with the Y.W.C.A. and the Red Cross.
They came to Alaska when her husband was
assigned to work with the Bureau of Public
Roads. In 1917, Lester Henderson was
appointed first commissioner of education, and
he hired Marie Drake as his secretary. She
remained with the Department for 28 years,

3/8/2011
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information contact the University Archivist retiring July 1,1945.

at the Rasmuson Library, University of
Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-
6808.

* Verse 2 by Carol Beery Davis. 1986.

Marie Drake assumed the post of assistant
commissioner of education in 1934. She edited
and wrote most of the material for the
department's School Bulletin, that was
circulated throughout the territorial school
system. The poem that later provided the words
for the official state song first appeared on the
cover of the October 1935 School Bulletin. In
recognition of her devotion to the young people
of Alaska, Marie Drake received an honorary
Doctor of Letters degree from the University of
Alaska in 1958. She died March 5, 1963.

e Source : Alaska Blue Book 1993-94, 11th
ed., Juneau, Department ofEducation,
Division ofState Libraries, Archives &
Museums

http ://www.alaska.net/~surlyc/ACWD/alaskaflagsonglyricsandhistory .html 3/8/2011
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Phone (907) 452-8251 Ext. 289

August 31, 1534

The Honorable Fran Ulmer

1700 Angus Kay

Juneau, Alaska 993-01

Dear Representative Ulmer:

Attached is a copy of Resolution 37-01 passed at the Denakkanaaga®, Inc.
Elders Conference, held June 2-4, 1987 in Northwav, Alaska. There were
about 300 elders and youth that attended this conference.

We believe this resolution speaks clearly how the Elders feel alxxit the
Second stanza of the "Alaska Flag Song".

We are asking for your support on behalf of the Athabascan Elders.

Sincerelyt

Don Lee
Executive Director

DL/as
Attachment
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W M f'l W tasA copy of th# fuNow-
ikBtotw lo Betty Kjar* secretary of Pio-
nMre of Alesfca Auxfliery No. 8 in Fair-
benta. was submitted for publication.

I have . ’ceived your tetter dated
March 27, ui .vhich you objected to
the adoption of the Second verse of
the “Alaska Flag Sons/*

~1'would like to explain to you why
I introduced HB 117 and why | hope
you will change your decision to op-
poeetbebUI.

No one loves the flag song any
more than 1 do. For many years, 1
have sung it for group*, meetings,
conventions, commencements and
even for Gov. Bill Egan’s memorial
service here in Juneau. | offer the
second verse out of deep respect for
the first verse and for its recognition
of Alaska’s history. I believe the sec-
told verse complements the first
verse and gives recognition not to
one ethnic group, but to all Alaskans
and their ability to work together in
a unified and harmonious way.

The addition of a second verse has
been discussed for many years
various groups. At one time, '’
were inserted into the Rouse’s ver-
sion of the budget to hold a contest
ft* selecting a aetond verse. Carol
Beery Davis was asked to write an-
other veraetotltoflagaong”to recog-
nise the contribution of Native Alas-
kans, wbo were here long before you
or I, or even the Pioneers. She did so,
andoffered Itas agift to the State of
Alaska. | was asked to support its
adoption and to h.<roduce a hill to
make it officially recognized by the
state. | did so, and it has passed die

significance of this verse, you must
‘ ' .afor-
sisa

, Trevor,

I selection committee for
of Alaska’s flag, which se-

written

to
to

| have

ouak, toe*!1*,
loved state by offi
vane, a tribute to

ZA Native lad chose the i
start

For Alaskas flag thatthen bem '
bars r

Amongourcultures...”

She is recognizing history and our
progress as a State:

"Beitkaown

through years, the Natives’ past
basgrown.

In share lifes treasures, hand in
handL

to keep Alaska our GreatLand."
~She is focusing our attention on
tile natural beauty of our land and
reminds us of the treasures of Its

"We Jove the northern, midnight

\
The mountains, lakes, and
streamsnearby.

The great North Star with its
steadytight

Will guide all cultures, clear and

nature’s flag to Alaskans
dear,
The simple flag of a last fron-
tier.,f
It is hard for me to understand
why anyone who has read these
words could object to tliem. 1ti? im-
possible for me to understand how
anyone who knows who Carol Beery
Davis is and the contributions She
has made to art, music and litera-
ture in Alaska could object to her of-

ro|
for apbeggg?
p i Alaskan lady has offered a

beautiful verse to a
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Michelle Sydeman

From: Sen. Albert Kookesh
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 3:13 PM
To: Michelle Sydeman

Subject: FW: HB 94

For the Senate State Affairs members.

From: MARIE OLSON rmailto:naavadi3(a)gci.netl

Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 1:24 PM
To: Sen. Dennis Egan; Sen. Johnny Ellis; Senator Hollis French@liais.state.ak.us: Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Albert

Kookesh; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Joe Thomas; Senator Bill Weilchowski@leais.state.ak.us
Subject: HB 94

lam Marie Olson, a member of the Alaska Native Sisterhood Camp 2 of Juneau. | urge you to please vote forthe passage
of this bill. It is an historical song that will truly belong to ALL the people in the State of Alaska.

Respectfully yours,

Marie Olson, Member

ANS Camp 2

Juneau, Alaska


mailto:naavadi3(a)qci.net1
mailto:French@liais.state.ak.us
mailto:Weilchowski@leais.state.ak.us

A Native lad chose the Dipper’s stars

For Alaska’s flag that there be no bars
Among our cultures. Be it known
Through years the Natives' past has grown
To share life's treasures, hand in hand.

To keep Alaska our Great Land:

We love the northern, midnight sky.

The mountains, lakes, and streams nearby.
The great North Star with its steady light
Will guide all cultures, clear and bright.
With nature's flag to Alaskans dear.

The simple flag of the last frontier.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name)

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
() Publish Date

SB~94~

Dept. Affected

Title

Sponsor Senator Davis

Requester

SB 94 - Second Verse of Alaska's State Song

Appropriation

Allocation

OMB Component Number

Expenditures/Revenues

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE

FY 2012

0.0

Information

FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (please identify)
TOTAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Division

Phone 465-2435

FY 2017

0.0

0.0

Date/Time 3/22/118:00 AM

Approved by Is/ Senator Wielechowski, Chair

Date

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB)
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. sB 94
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

No Fiscal Impact

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2of2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2010 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 43
(S) Publish Date: 1/29/10
Identifier (file name): SB043-GOV-OMB-1-26-1Q Dept. Affected: All
Title Adding a second verse to the official Alaska state song 'RDU
Component
Sponsor Sen. Menard
Requester Sen. Community & Regional Affairs Committee Component Number
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2011 FY 2011 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2010) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:

(Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation will not have a significant fiscal impact on any State agency.

Prepared by:  Jack Kreinheder, Senior Analyst
Division Office of Management and Budget
Approved by:  Karen Rehfeld, Director

Office of Management and Budget

(Revised 11/6/2009 OMB)

Phone 465-4676

FY 2016

0.0

0.0

Date/Time 1/26/09 9:35 AM

Date 1/26/2009
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