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Date:

To:

From:

RE:

MEMORANDUM

March 28, 2011

Senator Bill Wielechowski, State Affairs Chair 

Rep. Bob Herron^

HJR 15 (EDT), Supposing Arctic Caucus

I respectfully request that HJR 15 (EDT), “Relating to collaboration with the 
Yukon and the Northwest Territories through the Pacific Northwest Economic 
Region and its Arctic Caucus to address common issues” be scheduled for a 
hearing in the Senate State Affairs Committee.

This resolution encourages the Alaska Legislature to collaborate with the 
legislative assemblies of the Yukon and the Northwest Territories through 
PNWER and its Arctic Caucus to facilitate communication and cooperation 
among the Arctic Caucus member jurisdictions and, as a result, to more 
effectively address common problems.

Notably, the Arctic Caucus will also strive to promote a synchronized message 
detailing the common needs of the Arctic Caucus member regions to their 
respective federal governments and emphasizing that coordinated United States 
and Canadian federal policies are vital for the well-being of the region’s citizens.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact myself 
or my staff Rob Earl at 465.4942.

mailto:Herron@legis.state.ak.us
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE, AND TOURISM

Offered: 3/18/11 
Referred: Rules

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES HERRON, Kerttula, Peggy Wilson, G ardner

A RESOLUTION

Relating to collaboration with the Yukon and the Northwest Territories through the 

Pacific NorthWest Economic Region and its Arctic Caucus to address common issues.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region was formed in 1991 as a forum 

for collaborative public and private sector planning among the states of Alaska, Montana, 

Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, the Canadian provinces and territories of the Northwest 

Territories, Yukon, British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan, and the national capitals of 

Washington, D.C., and Ottawa, Canada; and

WHEREAS the Arctic Caucus of the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region was 

formed in November 2009 as an informal group of legislators, government officials, business 

leaders, and leaders of nonprofit organizations committed to the responsible development of 

North America's Arctic regions; and

WHEREAS the purpose of the Arctic Caucus is to provide a forum within the Pacific 

NorthWest Economic Region for the Arctic jurisdictions of Alaska, the Yukon, and the 

Northwest Territories to share information, discuss issues of mutual concern, and identify 

areas for collaboration, including working with other jurisdictions and providing Arctic-

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15(EDT)

HJR015b -1- CSHJR 15(EDT)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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related input to the working groups of the Pacific Northwest Economic Region; and

WHEREAS, on December 1 - 3, 2010, the Arctic Caucus met in Barrow, Alaska, to 

discuss the federal Arctic policies of the United States and Canada, the Arctic transportation 

and communication infrastructure needs of the Arctic Caucus member regions, and the 

priorities and action of the Arctic Caucus; and

WHEREAS the Alaska Northern Waters Task Force attended the 2010 meeting of the 

Arctic Caucus in Barrow, and future cooperative action between the Alaska Northern Waters 

Task Force and the Arctic Caucus was outlined; and

WHEREAS the 21st Annual Summit of the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region will 

be held July 19 - 22, 2011, in Portland, Oregon, and will provide a forum for continued Arctic 

Caucus collaboration; and

WHEREAS Alaska, the Yukon, and the Northwest Territories, the three northern 

regions of the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region, have problems in common, including 

limited educational opportunities; a minimal distance-delivery education infrastructure; a need 

for expanded workforce development programs; a need for better cold climate housing; a high 

rate of suicide; a high rate of domestic violence; a high rate of substance abuse; an economic 

reliance on resource-extraction industries and a corresponding need for economic 

diversification; remote and inaccessible communities that face high costs for fuel and 

commodities; and an urgent need for investment in transportation and communication 

infrastructure; and

WHEREAS there is much to be gained by Alaska, the Yukon, and the Northwest 

Territories more closely sharing strategies to solve common problems and working together to 

solve those problems; and

WHEREAS some of the issues that the Arctic Caucus might address include 

increasing cooperation on scientific research and vessel tracking; exploring strategies to 

address and mitigate tension between local users and industry; identifying economic 

development opportunities through tourism, infrastructure development, and regional 

partnerships; supporting Arctic marine safety through appropriate jurisdictional licensing of 

marine pilots; exploring increased cooperation in emergency and disaster preparedness; and 

increasing coordination of search and rescue efforts;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature will collaborate with the

CSHJR 15(EDT) -2- HJR015b
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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legislative assemblies of the Yukon and the Northwest Territories through the Pacific 

NorthWest Economic Region and its Arctic Caucus to facilitate communication and 

cooperation among the Arctic Caucus member regions and, as a result, to address more 

effectively problems common to those regions; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESO LV ED  that the Alaska State Legislature will work with the 

legislative assemblies of the Yukon and the Northwest Territories through the Pacific 

NorthWest Economic Region and the Arctic Caucus to promote a synchronized message 

detailing the common needs of the Arctic Caucus member regions to their respective federal 

governments and emphasizing that coordinated United States and Canadian federal policies 

are vital to the welfare of Alaska, the Yukon, and the Northwest Territories; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESO LV ED  that the Alaska State Legislature invites the governments of 

the Yukon and the Northwest Territories to join Alaska in an enduring alliance to pursue the

C O PIE S of this resolution shall be sent to th arper, Prime

Minister of Canada; the Honorable John Morris Duncan, Canadian Minister of Indian Affairs 

and Northern Development; the Honorable Jim Kenyon, Member of the Legislative Assembly 

of the Yukon; the Honorable Bob McLeod, Member of the Legislative Assembly of the 

Northwest Territories; the Honorable Denis Stevens, Consul General of the Consulate General 

of Canada in Seattle, Washington; the Honorable Barack Obama, President of the United 

States; the Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, United States Secretary of State; the 

Honorable Robert M. Gates, United States Secretary of Defense; the Honorable Ken Salazar, 

United States Secretary of the Interior; the Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska; the 

Honorable Mead Treadwell, Lieutenant Governor of Alaska; and the Honorable Lisa 

Murkowski and the Honorable Mark Begich, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, 

U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

common goals of their regions.

HJR015b -3- CSHJR 15(EDT)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



Rep. Bob. Herron@legis.state.ak.us
State Capitol • Juneau, Alaska 99801-11 82 
Phone: (907) 465-4942 • Fax: (907) 465-4589

House District 38 
Kuskokwim & Johnson Rivers 
Kuskokwim Bay & Nelson Island

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o b  H e r r o n

Sponsor Statement 
CS HJR 15 (EDT)

“ Relating to collaboration with the Yukon and the Northwest Territories through the Pacific 
Northwest Economic Region and its Arctic Caucus to address common issues."

The Arctic Caucus was formed in November 2009 as an informal group of legislators, 
government officials, business leaders, and leaders of nonprofit organizations committed to 
the responsible development of North America's Arctic regions, including Alaska, Northwest 
Territories, and the Yukon. The Arctic Caucus is now a working group within the Pacific 
Northwest Economic Region (PNWER), a statutory public-private partnership which 
promotes economic development between three Canadian provinces, two territories and five 
American states, including Alaska. Alaska was a founding member of PNW ER in 1991. The 
Arctic Caucus is designed to facilitate communication and cooperation among the Arctic 
Caucus member jurisdictions.

The Arctic Caucus held its first Leadership Forum in Barrow, AK  Dec. 1-3, 2010. This 
meeting was attended by six Alaska legislators, key officials from the US and Canada, and 
leadership from Yukon and the Northwest Territories.

Issues on which the Arctic Caucus has agreed to focus on include:
• Increasing cooperation on scientific research and vessel tracking
• Exploring strategies to reduce tension between local users and industry
• Identifying bi-national economic development opportunities through tourism
• Regional infrastructure and partnership development
• Exploring increased cooperation in emergency and disaster preparedness, and
• Increasing coordination of search and rescue efforts.

This resolution encourages the Alaska Legislature to collaborate with the legislative 
assemblies of the Yukon and the Northwest Territories through PNW ER and its Arctic 
Caucus to facilitate communication and cooperation among the Arctic Caucus member 
jurisdictions and, as a result, to more effectively address common problems.

Notably, the Arctic Caucus will also strive to promote a synchronized message detailing the 
common needs of the Arctic Caucus member regions to their respective federal 
governments and emphasizing that coordinated United States and Canadian federal policies 
are vital for the well-being of the region’s citizens.

This resolution’s final resolve calls on "the governments of the Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories to join Alaska in an enduring alliance to pursue the common goals of their 
regions.” We feel the time has come for such an alliance and are confident it will be 
embraced by our closest Canadian neighbors. We further hope and expect that the Alaska 
Legislature will welcome this spirit of northern camaraderie and support this resolution as a 
vehicle toward increased cooperation in the Arctic.
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E xp lana tion  o f C hanges fo r H JR  15, S upport A rc tic  C aucus_____________
For Senate State Affairs Committee

Changes from the original HJR 15 in the House Econom ic Development,
Trade & Tourism Committee

P.2, line 14, after “including” -  inserted
“limited educational opportunities; a minimal distance-delivery education 
infrastructure; a need for expanded workforce development programs;”

P. 2, line 28, after “partnerships” -  inserted:
"supporting Arctic marine safety through appropriate jurisdictional licensing of marine 
pilots”



Lieutenant Governor Mead Treadwell 
STATE OF ALASKA

February 21, 2011

The Honorable Representative Herron
Chairman House Special Committee on Economic Development,
Trade & Tourism 
State Capitol Room 411 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Herron,

I appreciate the opportunity to be able to provide comment on HJR 15. For the record, I 
am Mead Treadwell, Lieutenant Governor, State of Alaska.

First, I would like to underscore the premise of this resolution: The Arctic is strategic to 
Alaska, the nation and the world. We feed, fuel, and defend America from the Arctic. Our 
Arctic location makes us a global player in aviation, and increasingly in shipping. Our 
Arctic scenery and culture inspires the world, and we have a major share of Arctic 
tourism. Arctic research conducted by Alaskans is central to global discussions on 
energy, climate change, shipping, health and biodiversity.

The Arctic Caucus of PNWER, and PNWER itself, is a way for us to get the word out 
about these important things we do, and want to do. It is a way to promote cooperation 
we need to develop our resources safely, protect our environment, establish safe, secure, 
reliable shipping, solve the Alaska-Canada border disputes, promote common investment 
in infrastructure, ranging from aids to navigation, oil spill response, search and rescue 
capability, energy development, ports and icebreakers.

As a joint resolution is an expression of the sense of the house and senate rather than of 
the administration, we will not be taking a position on whether or not the resolution 
should pass. Instead, we would like to express our appreciation for the Legislature’s 
willingness to consider these important issues and pledge our willingness to work 
together on them.

Sincerely,

Mead Treadwell 
Lieutenant Governor

Juneau Office: Post Office Box 110015 • Juneau, Alaska 99811 • 907.465-3520 voice • 907-465-5400 fax 
Anchorage Office: 550 West 7 th Avenue, Suite 1700 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • 907.269.7460 voice • 907-269-0263 fax

lt.governor@alaska.gov • www.ltgov.alaska.gov

mailto:lt.governor@alaska.gov
http://www.ltgov.alaska.gov


-
■

m

i i
 M

M
^

 
I 

s
/m

K
 H

 IS 
-v JI

h
| 

I 
S

i
■

 
' 

v
- 

-T
i-

i

C
L

* 
f

. 
|l ̂v 
%* 

- 
• l?'

l

■
 

JW
IH

H
H

H
i

. i



■ PNWER -  formed by statute in 1991

■ PNWER is a Public/Private Partnership

■ Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho 
Oregon, Montana, Saskatchewan, 
Washington, Yukon & Northwest 
Territories

"Alaska Delegate Council:
• G o v e r n o r  S e a n  P a r n e l l  

• S e n .  F r e d  D y s o n  

• S e n .  C h a r l i e  H u g g i n s  

• S e n .  L e s i l  M c G u i r e

R e p .  A n n a  F a i r c l o u g h  

• R e p .  B r y c e  E d g m o n  

• R e p .  L i n d s e y  H o l m e s  

• R e p .  P e g g y  W i l s o n

• S e n .  T o m  W a g o n e r



■ F a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  E n h a n c e d  D r i v e r s  L i c e n s e

■ L e g i s l a t i v e  E n e r g y  H o r i z o n  I n s t i t u t e

■ 2 0 1 0  O l y m p i c s  a n d  B o r d e r  S y m p o s i u m

■ A r r a n g e d  v i s i t  f o r  A K  L e g i s l a t o r s  t o  A l b e r t a  

O i l  S a n d s

■ F o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  C a u c u s

■ S u p p o r t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n  

B C - W A



■ F o u n d e d  i n  2 0 0 9  d u r i n g  P r e s i d e n c y  o f  

S e n a t o r  M c G u i r e

■ A  f o r u m  f o r  P N W E R  N o r t h e r n  J u r i s d i c t i o n s  

t o  e n h a n c e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g s t  

t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s

■ L e a d  b y  A l a s k a ,  Y u k o n  a n d  N o r t h w e s t  

T e r r i t o r i e s

■ F i r s t  L e a d e r s h i p  F o r u m  h e l d  i n  B a r r o w ,  D e c .  

2 0 1 0
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■ A d v o c a t e  f o r  c a b i n e t - l e v e l  (U S )  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  

t h e  A r c t i c  C o u n c i l

■ P r o m o t e  a p a n - N o r t h e r n  a p p r o a c h  t o  f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t s .  ( I n c l u d i n g  L e g i s l a t i v e  c o n c u r r e n t



E x p l o r e  m e a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  

M a r i n e  E x c h a n g e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  A IS  S y s t e m  in  

A l a s k a  a s  w e l l  a s  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  ( N W T ) ,  

Y u k o n  a n d  BC. S u p p o r t  c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  

i n c r e a s e  S e a r c h  a n d  R e s c u e  r e s p o n s e  c a p a c i t y  

a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b o r d e r  

i n c l u d i n g  j o i n t  t r a i n i n g / e x e r c i s e s

P r o m o t e  f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a / C a n a d a  

h i g h w a y  a n d  S h a k w a k  f u n d i n g .



■ G a s  P i p e l i n e  d e v e l o p m e n t

■ U N  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  L a w  o f  t h e  S e a

■ T r a n s m i s s i o n / L o c a l  E n e r g y  D e v e l o p m e n t

■ J o i n t  T o u r i s m / M a r k e t i n g

■ T r a i n i n g / W o r k f o r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t

■ S u p p o r t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  y o u t h  e x c h a n g e  
p r o g r a m s

■ C o n d u c t  a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  g a p  a n a l y s i s  a n d  
p r o v i d e  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  c r o s s -  
b o r d e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .
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■ A r c t i c  C a u c u s  w i l l  m e e t  a t  P N W E R  S u m m i t  

i n  P o r t l a n d  O r e g o n ,  J u l y  2 0 1 1

■ S e c o n d  L e a d e r s h i p  f o r u m  w i l l  b e  h e l d  

A u g u s t  1 8  -  1 9  i n  Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  N W T

■ M e e t i n g s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  a n d  O t t a w a  

t o  p u s h  A c t i o n  I t e m s  t o  b o t h  F e d e r a l  

G o v e r n m e n t s

■ F u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p l a n  f o r  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  A r c t i c  

C a u c u s



P ac i f ic  N o r t h w e s t  E c o n o m ic  R e g io n  (P N W E R )

2 2 0 0  A la s k a n  W a y ,  S u i te  4 6 0

S e a t t le ,  W A  9 8 1 2 1

2 0 6 - 4 4 3 - 7 7 2 3
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M a t t . M o r r i s o n @ p n w e r . o r g

>&£$#

http://www.onwer.org
mailto:Matt.Morrison@pnwer.org



