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S E N A T E  C S F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 2 8 1( )

IN TH E LEG ISLA TU R E OF THE STA TE OF A LA SK A  

TW EN TY -SEV EN TH  LEG ISLA TU RE - SEC O N D  SESSION

BY

O ffe red :
R e fe rred :

S p o n so r(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  T H O M A S , Feige, L ynn , K e rttu la , S ad d le r , P e te rsen , A u ste rm an , M iller, 
G ru e n b e rg , P ru itt , T uck , M ille tt, T am m ie W ilson , O lson, H aw ker, K eller, F a irc lo u g h

S E N A T O R  M en ard

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

" A n  A ct e s tab lish in g  M a rc h  29 o f each  y e a r  as V ie tnam  V e te ra n s  D ay ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* Section  1. AS 44.12 is am ended by adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 44.12.068. V ie tn am  V e te ra n s  Day. Vietnam  V eterans Day is established 

on M arch 29 o f  each year to acknow ledge and com m em orate the m ilitary service o f

A m erican men and w om en in Vietnam . The day m ay be observed by suitable

observances and exercises by civic groups and the public.

-I- S CS HB 2 8 K )
M e w  T e x t :  U n d e r l i n e d  I D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release 
March 29, 2012

Presidential Proclamation — Vietnam Veterans Day
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION

On January 12, 1962, United States Army pilots lifted more than 1,000 South Vietnamese service members over 
jungle and underbrush to capture a National Liberation Front stronghold near Saigon. Operation Chopper marked 
America's first combat mission against the Viet Cong, and the beginning of one of our longest and most challenging 
wars. Through more than a decade of conflict that tested the fabric of our Nation, the service of our men and women 
in uniform stood true. Fifty years after that fateful mission, we honor the more than 3 million Americans who served, 
we pay tribute to those we have laid to rest, and we reaffirm our dedication to showing a generation of veterans the 
respect and support of a grateful Nation.

The Vietnam W ar is a story of service members of different backgrounds, colors, and creeds who came together to 
complete a daunting mission. It is a story of Americans from every corner of our Nation who left the warmth of family 
to serve the country they loved. It is a story of patriots who braved the line of fire, who cast themselves into harm's 
way to save a friend, who fought hour after hour, day after day to preserve the liberties we hold dear. From la Drang 
to Hue, they won every major battle of the war and upheld the highest traditions of our Armed Forces.

Eleven years of combat left their imprint on a generation. Thousands returned home bearing shrapnel and scars: still 
more were burdened by the invisible wounds of post-traumatic stress, of Agent Orange, of memories that would 
never fade. More than 58,000 laid down their lives in service to our Nation. Now and forever, their names are etched 
into two faces of black granite, a lasting memorial to those who bore conflict's greatest cost.

Our veterans answered our country's call and served with honor, and on March 29, 1973, the last of our troops left 
Vietnam. Yet, in one of the war's most profound tragedies, many of these men and women came home to be 
shunned or neglected -- to face treatment unbefitting their courage and a welcome unworthy of their example. We 
must never let this happen again. Today, we reaffirm one of our most fundamental obligations: to show all who have 
worn the uniform o f the United States the respect and dignity they deserve, and to honor their sacrifice by serving 
them as well as they served us. Half a century after those helicopters swept off the ground and into the annals of 
history, we pay tribute to the fallen, the missing, the wounded, the millions who served, and the millions more who 
awaited their return. Our Nation stands stronger for their service, and on Vietnam Veterans Day, we honor their proud 
legacy with our deepest gratitude.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 29, 2012, as Vietnam 
Veterans Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities 
that commemorate the 50 year anniversary of the Vietnam War.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day of March, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

The White House

BARACK OBAMA



C o a l i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s  C o u n c i l

M ay 1,2011

P e t i t i o n  f o r  L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h e  

C o n g r e s s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  O f  A m e r i c a

D ear H onorable M em bers o f  Congress and President Obama:

W h e r e a s ,  thirty eight years ago, on M arch 29, 1973, the last 2,500 troops 
w ere w ithdraw n from South V ietnam  thus ending military involvem ent in w hat is 
now the longest w ar in our country’s history, and

W h e r e a s ,  thirty seven years ago, M arch 29, 1974 w as declared Vietnam  
V eterans Day by Presidential order w ith the support o f  Congress, and

W h e r e a s ,  the 58,195 honorable and brave souls who fought and died during 
the V ietnam  W ar, ones w ho are m issing, and those w ho died since from the 
consequences o f  that war, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation to 
be expressed on the 2 9 th o f  M a r c h  o f  every year in perpetuity and dedicated as 
V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s  D a y , the Official Day o f Recognition and

W h e r e a s ,  the m en and w om en w ho served w ith dedication, honor, and 
pride during the V ietnam  W ar, both in country and in support o f  those in harm ’s 
way as well as those protecting our freedom s at home and throughout other parts o f 
the w orld at that tim e, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

W h e r e a s ,  the fam ilies whose loved ones gave their lives for our country 
during the V ietnam  War, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, 
and

W h e r e a s ,  the fam ilies o f  those m en and wom en who cam e hom e w ith the 
physical and em otional wounds o f the Vietnam W ar and com m itted to a lifetim e o f 
care and support for their loved one, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f 
this nation, and

M a r c h  2 9 '  V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y  -  C o a l i t i o n  o t 'S t a t e s  C o u n c i l  P a g e  1 o f  5
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W h e r e a s ,  the fellow  citizens w ho stood by and supported the fam ilies o f  the 
fallen as well as the V ietnam  veterans who returned and their fam ilies, w ithout 
reservation and with loving care and respect, deserve the eternal gratitude and 
respect o f  this nation, and

W h e r e a s ,  those professionals and volunteers w ho com m itted them selves to 
the loving care and healing o f  the bodily and em otionally w ounded from the 
V ietnam  W ar at hom e and have already the utm ost gratitude o f  those they cared for 
and o f  their fam ilies, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

W h e r e a s ,  the m en and wom en o f our A llies who served w ith dedication, 
honor, and pride alongside our N ation’s defenders during the V ietnam  W ar, both in 
country and in support o f  those in harm ’s w ay as w ell as those protecting our 
freedom s and throughout other parts o f  the w orld at that time, deserve the eternal 
gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

W h e r e a s ,  this expression o f  gratitude and respect to the V ietnam  V eterans 
and their fam ilies will also give hope and assurance, to current and future 
generations o f  our N ation ’s Defenders and their respective fam ilies, that their 
sacrifice and service w ill not be forgotten and deserving o f  a distinct recognition o f 
the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

W h e r e a s ,  this expression o f  gratitude and respect for the honorable sacrifice 
and service by the V ietnam  Veteran, past as well as current and future generations 
o f  our na tion’s defenders and their respective fam ilies, needs to rem ain in the 
hearts and thoughts o f  our fellow citizens forever, passed on from generation to 
generation, and

W h e r e a s  num erous States have already chosen M arch 29 th as V ietnam  
Veterans Day by Legislation and m any m ore states have jo ined  w ith individual 
events to honor and thank these brave V eterans and their fam ilies for their service 
to our G reat Country,

W e  th e r e f o r e ,  ask the United States H ouse o f  Representatives to support 
this request by passage o f  a standalone Legislation declaring M arch 29 th Vietnam  
V eterans Day in perpetuity and ask the United States Senate to jo in  in the passage 
o f  this sam e standalone Legislation, incorporating the w hereas recognitions that are 
part o f  this request. We ask the President o f  the U nited States to support this 
legislation. The proposed w ording for the legislation follows.

M a r c h  2 9 lh V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y  -  C o a l i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s  C o u n c i l  P a g e  2  o f  5
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A nd we ask the m em bers o f  the United States Congress, w ith President 
O bam a's concurrence, to deliver this long overdue tribute by our nation to those 
honored in this M arch 29 lh V ietnam  V eterans Day legislation and to have it stand 
as a distinct sym bol o f  our fellow  citizens expression o f  gratitude, and be a beacon 
o f  hope for future defenders o f  our nation and their families.

W e rem ain forever vigilant and in service to our country, the fam ilies who 
lost a loved one during our wars and since, our veterans and the defenders o f  our 
nation as well as their fam ilies, our fellow citizens and com m unities.

Sincerely,

M a r c h  2 9 th

V ie t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y
U S A

1
C o a l i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s  C o u n c i l

«\-«Y , Chairman
Dann Dunham, Delegate -Tennessee

Clifton D. Hernandez 
Delegate - Alabama

Ric Davidge 
Delegate -  Alaska

Rick Beach 
Delegate -  California

Frank and Sharon Blackman 
Delegates - Florida

Diane Finnemann 
Delegate - Minnesota

Flo Yost
Delegate - Mississippi

Esardo Sanchez. Co-chairman 
Delegate - New Mexico

James F. Dugan 
Delegate - New Jersey

Lester Modelowitz 
Delegate - New York

Jim Rosin and Paul Flauke 
Delegates - Ohio

Robert E. Gilbert 
Delegate -  Pennsylvania

Thuy Smith 
Delegate - Wisconsin

Rimantas Ray Saikus. Secretary 
Delegate - Ohio
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M a r c h  29th

V ie t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y
U S A

I
C o a l i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s  C o u n c i l

M ay 1,2011

* P R O P O S E D  L E G I S L A T I O N  *

On b eh a lf o f  the citizens o f  our great nation, the United States o f  Am erica, and on 
b ehalf o f  the 111th Congress and the President o f  United States, this legislation is 
enacted to be an expression o f  eternal gratitude and respect to those who served 
during the V ietnam  W ar Era and to be com m em orated as V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s  D a y  
on the 2 9 th o f  M a r c h  o f  each year in perpetuity.

This O fficial Day o f  R ecognition will serve as a vivid rem inder that:

On M arch 29, 1973, the last 2,500 troops w ere w ithdraw n from South 
V ietnam  thus ending m ilitary involvem ent in w hat is now  the longest w ar in our 
country’s history, and

M arch 29, 1974 w as declared V ietnam  Veterans Day by Presidential order 
w ith the support o f  Congress, and

58,195 honorable and brave souls who fought and died during the Vietnam 
W ar, ones who are m issing, and those w ho died since from the consequences o f 
that war, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

The men and w om en w ho served w ith dedication, honor, and pride during 
the V ietnam  War, both in country and in support o f  those in h a n n ’s way as w ell as 
those protecting our freedom s at hom e and throughout other parts o f  the world at 
that tim e, deserv e the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

The fam ilies w hose loved ones gave their lives for our country during the 
Vietnam  W ar, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

M a r c h  29th V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y  -  C o a l i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s  C o u n c i l  P a g e  4  o f  5
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The fam ilies o f  those men and w om en who came hom e w ith the physical 
and em otional w ounds o f  the V ietnam  W ar and com m itted to a lifetim e o f  care and 
support for their loved one, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, 
and

The fellow  citizens w ho stood by and supported, the fam ilies o f  the fallen as 
well as the V ietnam  veterans who returned and their fam ilies w ithout reservation 
and w ith loving care and respect, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this 
nation, and

The professionals and volunteers w ho com m itted them selves to the loving 
care and healing o f  the bodily and em otionally w ounded from  the V ietnam  W ar at 
hom e, and have already the utm ost gratitude o f  those they cared for and o f  their 
fam ilies, deserve the eternal gratitude and respect o f  this nation, and

The m en and w om en o f  our A llies w ho served w ith dedication, honor, and 
pride alongside our N ation’s defenders during the Vietnam War, both in country 
and in support o f  those in harm ’s way as w ell as those protecting our freedom s and 
throughout other parts o f  the w orld at that tim e, deserve the eternal gratitude and 
respect o f  this nation, and

This expression o f  gratitude and respect to the V ietnam  V eterans and their 
fam ilies w ill also give hope and assurance, to current and future generations o f  our 
N ation ’s D efenders and their respective fam ilies, that their sacrifice and service 
will not be forgotten and deserving o f  a distinct recognition o f  the eternal gratitude 
and respect o f  this nation, and

A nd this expression o f  gratitude and respect for the honorable sacrifice and 
service by the V ietnam  V eterans and past as well as current and future generations 
o f  our na tion ’s defenders and their respective fam ilies, needs to rem ain in the 
hearts and thoughts o f  our fellow citizens forever, passed on from generation to 
generation.

M a r c h  2 9 th V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y  -  C o a l i t i o n  o f  S t a t e s  C o u n c i l  P a g e  5  o f  5
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REPRESENTATIVE BILL THOMAS Juneau AK. 99801-1182

907-465-3732

FAX 907-465-2652

888-461-3732

State Capitol

Sponsor Statem ent HB 281 

"An Act establishing M arch  30 o f each year as W elcom e H om e V ietn am  

V eterans Day."

On March 30,1973, all U.S. troops withdrew from Vietnam, marking an end of the 10 year 
United States military involvement. There were no parades honoring the veterans, no 
triumphant marches or speeches as there had been at the end of each of the World Wars. 
America's Vietnam veterans returned home to silence, and in some cases, to abuse for having 
served their country during a controversial war.

Last year the U.S. Senate designated March 30, 2011 as, Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 
Day. It marked the 38th anniversary of the withdrawal of U.S. combat and combat-support unit 
from Vietnam.

HB 281 would dedicate March 30 of each year as, Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day in the 
State of Alaska to commemorate the military service of American men and women in Vietnam. 
The day may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public.

I would appreciate your support for House Bill 281.

o



FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) HB281-DOA-FAC-2-4-12

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day

Bill Version
Fiscal Note Number
() Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

HB281

Administration
General Services

Facilities
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Thomas
Flouse Military and Veterans Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

2429

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18

Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P ER A TIN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FU N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S

Estim ated  S U P P L E M E N T A L  (FY12) operating co sts
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estim ated  C A PITA L (FY13) co sts
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

W hy this fiscal note differs from  previous ve rsio n  (if initial version , p lease note as such)

Not applicable, initial version

Prepared by Vern Jones_____________________________________________________  Phone 465-5684
Division Division of General Sen/ices Date/Time 2/4/12 4:30 PM

Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner_________________________________  Date 2/4/2012
Department of Administration_______________________________________
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. H B 2 8 1

A n a ly s is

This bill w ill establish March 30 o f each year as a W elcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day.

It is not anticipated tha t the re  w ill be a fiscal impact and we there fore subm it a zero fiscal note.

o

( § 1---------------
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