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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
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State Affairs Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 129(FIN)

HB 129 DECEASED VETERAN DEATH CERTIFICATE 

"An Act relating to providing a death certificate for a deceased veteran without charge." 

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with SCS ) [ ] Same Title [ ] Technical Title Change

0 4  New Title/SCR No.____

[ ] adopt previous SCS _________________  (_________ ) [ ] Same Title [ ] Technical Title Change

[  ]  New Title/SCR No.____
[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt________________________ Letter of Intent

[ ] further referral to _______________ Committee
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Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr. 
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Bill Wielechowski, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Representative Max Gruenberg

DATE: April 13,2011

RE: HB 129 -  Deceased Veteran Death Certificate

Please consider this memo as a request for House Bill 129 to be heard in the Senate State Affairs 
Committee. Accompanying this memo are the following documents:

- CSHB 129(FIN) (27-LS0450\I)
- CSHB 129(MLV) (27-LS0450\B)
- HB 129 (27-LS0450\A)

Sponsor Statement 
Explanation of Changes 
Example Death Certificate 
Fiscal Note

Thank you for considering my request for a hearing on HB 129. Please contact my legislative 
aide, Gretchen Staff, at 465-4940 with any questions.



Member Alaska State Legislature
716 W  4“" Avenue, Rm 350 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133  
Phone: (907 )269-0123  

Fax: (907) 269-0124
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Phone: (907) 465-4940
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Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr. 
House District 20 

Anchorage (Mountain View, Russian Jack, East Anchorage) 
House Minority Floor Leader
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Rep.Max.Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us

House Bill 129:
Deceased Veteran Death Certificate

Explanation of Changes
CS for HB 129 (FIN) (27-LS0450\I) to SCS for CS for HB 129( ) (27-LS0450\D)

There were three changes from the House Finance Committee version introduced before the 
committee to the most recent blank Senate Committee Substitute.

1. The title (page 1, line 1) was changed to reflect that more than one death certificate 
would be produced free of charge.

2. Language on page 2, lines 22-25 of both versions was clarified to show that there would 
be only four free death certificates given out per deceased veteran. The previous 
language was unclear as to whether four free death certificates were to be given per 
deceased veteran or whether four free death certificates were to be given per claimant 
(i.e. whether for the same decedent, a wife, a mother, a son, etc. could each get four).
The CS makes it clear that only a total of four free death certificates can be given out for 
each deceased veteran.

3. Language was added (page 2, line 26-page 3, line 2 of the “D” version) to clarify that 
only certain individuals could claim the deceased veteran’s free death certificates. These 
individuals are:

• A personal representative of the veteran’s estate;
• A trustee of a revocable trust of which the veteran was the settlor; or
• A person who needs a copy of the veteran’s death certificate to claim a benefit

related to the death of the veteran.

These claimants are not prioritized; the first in time will prevail.

mailto:Rep.Max.Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us
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HB 129
DEATH CERTIFICATES FOR DECEASED VETERANS

Sponsor Statement

House Bill 129 provides a death certificate, without cost, to a surviving spouse, next of kin, or 
other relative of a deceased veteran. The bill is modeled after an Arizona statute and will provide 
one copy to the eligible recipient. HB 129 demonstrates the state’s respect for Alaska’s veterans 
and their families and will provide a valuable service to military families in their time of 
bereavement.

If you have any questions about the bill, please contact my legislative aide, Gretchen Staff, at 
465-4940.

Thank you for your consideration of House Bill 129.

mailto:Rep.Max.Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us
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HB 129
DEATH CERTIFICATES FOR DECEASED VETERANS

Explanation of Changes

Changes between HB 129 (27-LS0450\A) and CSHB 129(MLV) (27-LS0450\B):

Paragraph (i) on page 3, lines 4-10 of HB 129 was restructured, incorporating the 
following changes:

1) References to the Coast Guard and Coast Guard Reserves were omitted in the 
CS because they are a branch of the “armed services,” which is already included 
in the paragraph.

2) References in HB 129 to “Alaska Army National Guard” and “Alaska Air 
National Guard” were eliminated in the CS, and “National Guard” was substituted 
as an umbrella term.

These are stylistic changes and are in no way intended to exclude any service members 
covered in the original bill.

Changes between CSHB 129(MLV) (27-LS0450\B) and CSHB 129(FIN) (27-LS0450\I):

Page 2, lines 22-25: Instead of issuing one free death certificate to each eligible recipient, 
the Bureau of Vital Statistics is authorized to issue up to four free certified copies of a 
death certificate for a deceased veteran, regardless of who makes the request.

The definition of “eligible recipient” was deleted (page 2, line 26 to page 3, line 2 of 
CSHB 129 (MLV)).



:\-iJiA^>uujj.u;>^uti>x1x<i ixu^xt^iixuuxtat^o-^^XiA ̂ a ^ ^ ^ l!^ *> m A i.r

f%fe#

S T A T E  O F  A R I Z O N A
STATE OF ARIZONA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES - OFFICE OF VITAL RECORDS

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
DEATH NO. 
D 102 -

AKA * ™ st SEYMOUR b middle c u>st e p S I E I N

„  ILLIN O IS CHICAGO U .S .A .

RACE (e.g.. white, black. American ind*an (specify int>e) etc SPECIFY
4a WHITE

WAS DECEDENT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN. 
(SPECIFY YES OR NO)
e NO

IF YES, INDICATE MEXICAN. SPANISH. PUERTO RICAN. CUBAN. ETC.
C

WAS DECEASED EVER IN U S. ARMED FORCES’ (SPECIFY YES OR NO)
5 YES

PLACE OF A COUNTY 
DEATH
6. YAVAPAI

B.TOWN OR CITY

PRESCOTT VALLEY

C. HOSPITAL OR (IF RESIDENCE. GIVE STREET ADDRESS) INSTITUTION
PRESCOTT VALLEY SAMARITAN CENTER

D
□ doa
□ OP EMER 

VVtN PATIENT
DATE OF MONTH DAY YEAR 
BIRTH
7. NOVEMBER 7 1920

AGE (YEARS LAST BIRTHDAY)
0A. 83

IF UNOER 1 YEAH 
MOS. DAYS

B

IF UNDER 1 DAY 
HRS MIN

C

MARRIED. NEVER MARRIED. 
WIDOWED. DIVORCED (SPECIFY)
9 WIDOWED

SURVIVING (IF WIFE. GIVE MAIDEN NAME) 
SPOUSE
10

si 322 14  1666
iOoot mosi of working We. even if retired)
,« . SHEET METAL WORKER

19.

A FIRST

MAX

3 MIDDLE C. LAST

EPSTEIN
INFORMANTS SIGNATURE * \ !  II ■ '

2, ► KAYLA EPSTEIN
- y / ' A i y

RELATIVE
burial, cremation,
REMOVAL. OTHER (Spccily)
z< REMOVAL/BURIAL

DATE
FEBRUARY 6 ,  

25 2004

b. SHEET METAL
USUAL A STATE 

RESIDENCE
i s  ARIZONA

B COUNTY

YAVAPAI

C TOWN OR CITY

PRESCOTT VALLEY

D ZIP CODE

863 1 4

HOW LONG IN ARIZONA’

16. 28 YEARS

EDUCATION 
HIGHEST GRADE COMPLETED

17.
STREET ADDRESS OF fi.F.O

,5e 3380  NORTH WINDSONG

INSIDE CITY LIMITS’ 
(SPECIFY Yes or No)
I5F YES

ON RESERVATION 
(SPFCIFY Yes or No)
is g  NO

PREVIOUS STATE 
OF RESIDENCE
,8 CALIFORNIA

ELEMENTARY SECONDARY 
(0-12)

A

COLLEGE 
CM or 5 ♦•)

9 2
A. FIRST

ANNIE

C LAST

RABKIN
ADDRESS STREET NO CITY AND STATE_ ZIP COOE

4 8 0 1  KENAI AVENUE ANCHORAGE. KA 99508
CEMETERY OR CREMATORY NAME/LOCATION
NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY OF ARIZONA 

PHOENIX. ARIZONA_________
FUNERAL HOME NAME STREET ADORFSS

86314
28 ARIZONA WAKELIN BRADSHAW. 8 4 8 0  EAST VALLEY ROAD. PRESCOTT VALLEY.

TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE DEATH OCCURRED AT THE TIME. OATE AND PLACE AND 
DUF TO THE CAUSE(f “

SUPPLEMEl
“ MOR* bRRECTED BOXES 1 & 14A. 2 -5 -2 0 0 4 C> L

0  r

CERTIFIED COPY OF VITAL RECORDS

V

1 5 2 1 6 4

STATb OF ARIZONA 

COUNTY OF YAVAPAI DATE ISSU ED FEB
T h is  is  a  true and  exac t rep roduction  of the do cum en t o ffic ia lly  reg iste red  a n d  p la ced  on 
f ile  in  the V IT AL  R E C O R D S  S E C T IO N . D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S .  
P H O E N IX . A R IZ O N A  Issued  und e r the au thority  of A .R .S . 36-341. and  Py d irec tion  of:

a 6 2004

M A R C IA  M O R A N  J A C O B S O N  
YAVAPAI C O U N T Y  R E G IS T R A R  

YAVAPAI C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T

This copy noM/ahd^nkssjircpared on engraved border displaying county veal in color and raised seal of issuing agency.



F I S C A L  N O T E

Identifier (file name): HB129-DHSS-BVS-2-21-2011

STATE OF A LA S K A
2011 L E G IS LA T IV E  SESSION

Title Deceased Veteran Death Certificate

Sponsor
Requester

Rep. Max Gruenberg
House MLV Commitee

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

C S H B  129(MLV)
2/23/11

Health and Social ServicesDept. Affected: _
Appropriation:____________________
Allocation: Bureau of Vital Statistics

Public Health

OMB Component Number 961

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN
REVENUES (75.0) (80.0) (85.0) (90.0) (95.0) (10 0 .0)

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

75.0 0.0 80.0 85.0 90.0 95.0 100.0
(75.0) 0.0 (80.0) (85.0) (90.0) (95.0) (10 0 .0)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable. Initial version.

Prepared by: Ward Hurlburt, M.D. MPH - Chief Medical Officer / Director___________________  Phone 269-6680______
Division Public Health  Date/Time 2/21/11 12:00 PM
Approved by: Alison Elgee, Assistant Commissioner____________________________________  Date 2/21/2011______

DHSS Finance & Management Services__________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISC AL NOTE #1

Analysis:

Under this bill family members or representatives (executors, etc.) of deceased veterans may each request one free 
certified copy of the veteran's death certificate. This bill would allow many members or representatives of the 
veteran's family to separately request a free death certificate.

This bill will reduce the Bureau of Vital Statistics (BVS) program receipts/fees by an estimated $75.0 in the first year, 
increasing each year to a projected loss of $100.0 by Year 5. Because BVS relies substantially on fees to support its 
operating costs, any loss of these program receipts will have an immediate impact on staffing and quality of service to 
the public if not replaced by general funds. About 3% of the FY11 budget for BVS is GF ($91.1). In contrast, 80% of the 
BVS budget for FY11 comes from program receipts (GF/Pgm).

The Bureau estimates that initially 75% of veteran's families will be aware of the bill, increasing to nearly 100% over 
five years. About 30 percent (approximately 1000 deaths) of total deaths in Alaska per year indicate the decedent was 
a veteran. It is estimated that between three to five family members (or executors) will qualify for a death certificate at 
no charge (families have been known to request as many as 40 copies of a death certificate). Assuming 3 to 4 
certificates per death, the impact to the Bureau is projected to be between 3,000 to 4,000 certificates issued at no 
charge annually. The fee for a death certificate is $25. It is anticipated the impact would be comparatively less for the 
first few years and then increase as more families become aware of the new law.

The fiscal impact will be approximately $75.0 for the first year the legislation is in effect ($25 x 3,000 certified copies, 
assuming just 750 families will request on average four certificates each in the first year), increasing to $100.0 by Year 
5 ($25 x 4,000 certified copies) as more people become aware of the new benefit provided by this law. The Bureau will 
experience a greater loss of revenue if this bill generates more than four requests per death, or if the number of 
decedents who are veterans exceeds 1000 in a year. If the current level of staffing and service to the public is to be 
maintained, these lost program receipts will have to be replaced with GF.

STATE OF A LA S K A  B IL L  NO. CSHB 129(MLV)
2011 L E G IS LA T IV E  SESSION
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