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B 205 - CHINOOK RESEARCH & RESTORATION ENDOWMENT

SPONSOR STATEMENT

B 205 creates the Alaska Chinook salmon research and restoration endowment fund. Grants
from the fund would be issued to qualifying organizations. A7-member board, including the
Commissioner of Hsh & Game and 6 public members from across the state, would administer

the grants.

Chinook salmon, the state fish of Alaska, is an important staple food for Native villages of
Alaska. Moreover, they are an economically important species for a number of commercial
fisheries and a prized sport fishery resource. Nowhere else are wild Chinook salmon stocks

more valued and essential to the basic way of life than in Alaska.

Chinook salmon populations in Alaska have undergone significant shifts in abundance during
the past 40 years, yet little is known about the factors influencing these shifts. Eight of the 14

currently listed "stocks of concern” are Chinook salmon stocks.

Recent declines of salmon abundance have caused severe hardship in some areas and anxiety
for the fishery-dependent communities of Alaska. Limited commercial fishing on Chinook
salmon has occurred in recent years and earnings have deteriorated sharply. Poor Chinook
salmon returns can exacerbate allocation tension and conflict between fishery user groups

competing for afully allocated fishery resource.

Over the past twenty-five years, there has been considerable variability in Yukon Chinook
salmon population dynamics. Available harvest data show athirty-six year period of sustained
abundance early on, with significant declines during the past fifteen years.

To understand the trends and causes of variation in abundance of Chinook salmon, information
concerning population biology, freshwater ecology, marine ecology, and population dynamics
are needed to understand the variables controlling population abundance and trends.



Knowledge gaps remain across the State of Alaska indicating that a multi-disciplinary research
effort is needed to investigate the role of physical habitat, climate induced environmental
variability, and biological response in Chinook salmon populations if we are to meet the needs

of Alaskans that depend upon this resource.

This legislation would create a stable, long-term source of funding to support high quality
interdisciplinary research. The Alaska Chinook Salmon Research and Restoration Endowment
Fund stakeholder board would, along with the Alaska Department of FHsh and Game, direct
research monies to priority areas and topics based on an adopted Chinook Salmon Action Plan.

These funds may also be used to leverage additional funding by providing necessary matching
funds.

With this legislation, Alaska can demonstrate we have the best-managed resources in the
world. |urge your support.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Bl Verson BAb

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fsc Note Nunroer
() RLdish Dete

Identifier (file name) SB205-DCCED-DCRA-03-09-12 Dept. Affected DCCED

Title Chinook Research & Restoration Endowment Appropriation Community and Regional Affairs
Allocation Community and Regional Affairs

Sponsor Senator Olson

Requester Senate Resources OMB Component Number 2879

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Included in
FY13 Governor's
Appropriation FY13
Requested Request
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13
Personal Services
Travel 26.5
Services 15
Commodities 15
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 29.5 0.0

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF) 29.5
TOTAL 29.5 0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary 0

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs | . .
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(Thousands of Dollars)

Out-Year Cost Estimates

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
26.5 26.5 26.5 26.5 26.5
15 15 15 15 15
0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
28.5 28.5 285 285 28.5

(Thousands of Dollars)

28.5 285 285 28.5 28.5
28.5 28.5 28.5 285 28.5

0.0 (separate SUpplermental appropriation reqired,

0.0 (separate capital appropriation recpired)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by Scott Ruby Phone (907) 269-4569

Division Community and Regional Affairs Date/Time 3/9/12 9:00am

Approved by JoHlen Harraren Dredtar Adhinistrative Sanvices Date 3/9/2012
Gommerce, Gomurity ad BEoomamic Dedgaet

(RET/IPOB
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. 3826
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

This bill establishes an endowment fund with the purpose of funding research and restoration projects for Chinook
salmon stocks located in the state. Earnings from the fund may be used for block grants to Alaska organizations for
projects, as matching funds for private and federal grants, and to reimburse the Departments of Revenue and
Commerce for costs associated with program administration.

The bill also establishes a seven member board consisting of the Commissioner of Fish and Game and six public
members from various regions of the state.

The Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development is responsible for administration of the board
and disbursal of funds through grants or reimbursements. The Department will be required to adopt regulations

enacting a block grant program outlined in the bill.

Travel includes costs for seven board members for two face to face meetings per year, and department staff board
support and grant monitoring visits.

Services include the costs for board teleconferences.

Commodities costs include preparing and publishing the public notice for the regulations one-time, and preparing
applications solicitations and reports on a yearly basis.

(REET7DE) Page 20F2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA o * aooks Bl Versan BABGA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscl Note Nurroer
Ridish Dete

Identifier (file name) SB205-DFG-CQ-03-09-12 Dept. Affected ADF&G
Title CHINOOK RESEARCH & RESTORATION ENDOWMENT Appropriation Administration and Support
Allocation Commissioner's Office

Sponsor SENATOR(S) OLSON, Wagoner, Hoffman, Stevens
Requester Senate Resources Committee OMB Component Number 2175

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
included in
FY13 Governor's
Appropriation FY13
Requested Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18

Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)
This is the intial fiscal note for SB 205.

Prepared by Ben Mulligan, Legislative Liaison Phone 907-465-6137

Division Commissioner's Office Date/Time 3/9/12 12:44PM

Ayroedby Kain Bads Adhindrative Saviass Dredar Cate 392012
Dyatnet of Ashad Gane

(REBIZ OB Page 10f2
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB26\A
212 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

Senate Bill 205 creates the Chinook Salmon Research and Restoration Endowment Fund and the Alaska Chinook
Salmon Research and Restoration Endowment Fund Board. The endowment fund will provide the funding that the
board will utilize to administer grants for Chinook salmon research and restoration.

The Department of Fish and Game anticipates no additional funding needed to carry out our duties as laid out in
Senate Bill 205.

(BRI QB Page 2 0F2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) SB205-DOA-DOF-Q2-22-12

Bl \ersion
FiscAl Note Nurvioer
() Rish Dete

S2209)

Dept. Affected Administration

Title

Chinook Research and Restoration Endowment

Sponsor
Requester

Expenditures/Revenues

Senator Olson

Senate Resources

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation
Requested

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13
Personal Services

Travel

Services

Commodities

Capital Outlay

Grants, Benefits

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)

1037 GF/MH (UGF)

1178 temp code (UGF)
TOTAL 0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Included in
Governor's
FY13
Request

FY13

0.0

0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

Appropriation Centralized Administrative Services
Allocation Finance
OMB Component Number 59

Out-Year Cost Estimates

FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
(Thousands of Dollars)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(separate supplemental appropriation required)

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable, initial version.

Prepared by
Division

Scot Arehart, Director
Division of Finance

Approved by

(RE/IPOB

Dyt of Adinigration

John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner

Phone 465-3435
Date/Time 2/22/2012 5:00pm

Date 2/23/2012

Page 10F2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB256
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

Establishing funds and accounts created by legislation such as this is performed in the normal course of business by
the Division of Finance. Therfore a zero fiscal note is submitted.

(REVI7POB Page 20f2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Bl \esan b

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fscal Note Nnvier
() Rdish Dete
Identifier (file name) SB205-DQR-TRS-03-07-12 Dept. Affected Revenue
Title Alaska Chinook research & restoration endowment Appropriation Treasury and Taxation
fund Allocation Treasury
Sponsor Senators Olson, Wagoner, Floffman, Stevens
Requester Senate Resources Committee OMB Component Number 121

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Included in
FY13 Governor's
Appropriation FY13
Requested Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18

Personal Services
Travel
Services 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 13.0 0.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)

1037 GF/MH (UGF)

1178 temp code (UGF) 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0
TOTAL 13.0 0.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs (separate supplemental appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Initial version.

Prepared by Scott Jones Phone 465-2300
Division Treasury Date/Time 3/7/12 12:00 AM
Approved by Angela Rodell Date 3/7/2012

(0gsg

(REETZIPOR Page 102

13.0

13.0
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. 846
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

This bill provides for the Chinook research and restoration endowment fund to be established as a separate
account and managed by the Commissioner of Revenue. This fiscal notes assumes a fund balance of $50 million
in order to estimate costs and therefore that total earnings of the fund for the previous fiscal year can be
appropriated to the grant account in the general fund (as per Sec 37.14.660 (a) (3)). Services expenditures
represent the incremental external management fees for managing this fund, based on an asset allocation of
41% fixed income, 27% domestic equity and 32% international equity. Note that this bill establishes that the
grant fund , an account fund to be established in the general fund, will pay for the costs of establishing and
managing the fund which will include the services expenditures above as well as its share of other Treasury costs
as identified through the Treasury cost allocation plan.

(V7B Page20f2



YUKON RIVER DRAINAGE FISHERIES ASSOCIATION

February 27, 2012

State Capitol, Room 411
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: Support for House Bill 332
Dear Representative Herron:

The Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (YRDFA) appreciates the opportunity to support House
Bill 332 establishing the Alaska Chinook research and restoration endowment fund. YRDFA is an
association of commercial and subsistence fishermen and women on the Yukon River in Alaska with a
mission of promoting healthy, wild fisheries and cultures on the Yukon River. The region we represent is
home to some ofthe world’s most magnificent salmon resources, and the world’s furthest migrating
salmon runs on the Yukon River. These salmon provide a primary source of food and are essential to the
continued viability of the subsistence way of life in Western Alaska. For many residents the commercial
salmon harvest also provides the only means of income for those who live in the remote villages of the
Yukon River. Salmon represents an essential part of the culture, diet and economy in our region.

The Chinook salmon which are such a critical foundation for cultures, communities and economies along
the Yukon River have declined dramatically in recent years. Yukon River Chinook salmon runs declined
to disaster levels from 1998 to 2002. After abriefimprovement from 2003 to 2006, runs have declined
since, with escapement goals to Canada not metin 2007, 2008, or 2010, and subsistence harvests
restricted. Overall, “mean run size of Canadian-origin Chinook for the period 1998-2010 declined 45%

compared to the period 1982-1997.”"

Subsistence harvest opportunities have been severely reduced in recent years, and in 2008, 2009, and
2010 (2011 data not yet available) harvests were below the BOF-determined Amounts Reasonably
Necessary for Subsistence (ANS). To protect king salmon, directed commercial fishing for king salmon
was eliminated, commercial chum salmon fishing was restricted, and sale of king salmon caught in the
chum salmon fishery was at times prohibited. Even when escapement goals have been met, subsequent
returns from these escapements have been poor. While the direct cause is unknown, poor runs have low
recruits-per-spawner.

Declines in Chinook salmon runs have had dramatic effects on Yukon River communities. Subsistence
fisheries have been greatly reduced, disrupting the culturally important practices ofgoing to fish camp in

1Spaeder, J. and M. Catalano, Compilation of Evidence for Long-term Decline and Periodic Low Returns of AYK Region Chinook
Populations, Report to Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative Chinook Expert Panel, Oct. 1S, 2011.

725 CHRISTENSEN DRIVE, SUITE 3-B. ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501
TELEPHONE: 907-272-3141 . 1-877-99YUKON(9-8S66)
FAX: 907-272-3142 + EMAIL:info@yukonsalmon.org
WWW.YUKONSALMON.ORG
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the summer. The commercial Chinook salmon fishery— one of the only sources of cash income in many
of these communities— has been virtually eliminated.

While we know that all of these reductions in harvest have been necessary to meet escapements and
protect the Yukon River Chinook salmon stock, very little information is available to indicate the reason
for these huge declines in run sizes. Theories on causation abound, but much additional research is needed
to determine the cause and either reverse the decline or plan for future run sizes.

To investigate the causes of these declines it is critical that there is a dedicated and consistent source of
funding for Chinook salmon research. This type ofresearch needs to be well-coordinated and funded over
an extended time-period. To study and understand the impacts and effects of population biology and
dynamics, freshwater and marine ecology, physical habitat and the many other factors impacting Chinook
salmon populations it is essential that long-term funding is dedicated to these purposes.

We are well aware that there have been recent efforts to work toward understanding the trends in
variability and we are grateful for the federal funds that were made available to achieve that goal.
However, there are extensive gaps in Alaska, and while these recent efforts contributed very valuable
information, much more research is needed to understand and reverse these trends. In addition, recent
efforts have been focused on only a portion of the state, and a statewide approach to this issue is
important. A statewide effort, such as HB332, would be an important step towards providing Alaska's
residents with abetter understanding of our Chinook salmon stocks and the security of knowing that the
State of Alaska is thoroughly engaged in investigating the current declines. Itis critical that we take this
kind of proactive approach to addressing our stock declines now.

There is no fish more iconic to Alaskans than the Chinook salmon. On the Yukon River this fish is not
merely an icon, but a critical component of physical and cultural survival. It is vital and essential that the
State of Alaska invest in understanding and recovering our Chinook salmon runs by establishing a
dedicated research and restoration endowment fund via House Bill 332.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. If you have any questions or would like additional
information please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Jill Klein
Executive Director



Tribal Councils
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BRISTOL BAY NATIVE ASSOCIATION

,  P.0.BOX310 /
DILLINGHAM, ALASKA 99576
< PHONE (907) 842-5257

iK \r \\

February 29, 2012

RE: Letter of Support for the bill that creates the ALASKA CHINOOK SALMON
RESEARCH AND RESTORATION ENDOWMENT FUND

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalfofthe Bristol Bay Native Association (BBNA), it is with great pleasure |
provide a letter o f support for the ALASKA CHINOOK SALMON RESEARCH AND
RESTORATION ENDOWMENT FUND. BBNA is a Tribal consortium of 31 Bristol
Bay Tribes. BBNA has much in common with its neighbors to the north and partners and
supports its counterparts in the Arctic, Yukon, and Kuskokwim regions.

Chinook salmon is an important staple food for the Alaska Native people and others in
the Western Alaska. They are also an economically important species for anumber of
commercial fisheries and a prized sport fishing resource. Chinook salmon stocks are
highly valued and essential to the basic way of life in Western Alaska.

Chinook salmon populations have suffered significant fluctuations in abundance during
the past 40 years, yet little is known about the factors influencing their populations. Eight
ofthe 14 currently listed “stocks of concern” are Chinook salmon stocks.

A decline in Chinook salmon causes severe hardship and anxiety for the salmon-
dependent people in Western Alaska. Limited commercial fishing on Chinook salmon has
occurred in recent years and earnings have declined significantly. Poor Chinook salmon
returns produce tension and conflict between fishery user groups competing for the same
fishery resource.

The bill creates a stable, long-term source of funding for high quality interdisciplinary
research such as the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative (AYK
SSI). AY K SSI Research results and information is being utilized in a wide variety of
ways to support sustainable salmon management. It analyses escapement goals and helps
to gain better an understanding of marine ecosystems. It helps to provide fisheries
managers with better forecasts and improved responses to changing environmental
conditions.



BBNA fully endorses the Alaska Chinook Salmon Research and Restoration Endowment
Fund. | respectfully request your support of the bill when it comes before your legislative
body.

Sincerely,

Ralph Anderson
President & Chief Executive Officer
Bristol Bay Native Association
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KAWERAK , INC. o MBoii#*®* M

February 6, 2012

Senator Donny Olson
Representative Neal Foster
Representative Reggie Joule

Dear Senator Olson, Representatives Foster and Joule:

On behalf of Kawerak Incorporated, | am writing to express our support for Senator
Hoffman, Olson and Representative Herron’s bill which would create the ALASKA
CHINOOK SALMON RESEARCH AND RESTORATION ENDOWMENT FUND
(ACSRRF).

I am enclosing a spread sheet which shows the return of Chinook and other salmon to
the Seward Peninsula. Two years ago, we sought to have a Chinook and Chum
disaster declared by the Department of Commerce for the stocks in the Norton Sound.
We were not successful because while the Chinook return was way down, commercial
fishermen in southern Norton Sound were able to offset their losses by fishing other
stocks, therefore no economic loss occurred. Here in Northern Norton Sound, our
commercial fisheries have been closed for so long; an economic disaster declaration is
not possible, since a disaster is determined by the decline over the previous 5 years
average fishing income.

This is not an "income" issue. Our stocks are so depressed that we wonder if the
stocks themselves will survive. Yet there does not seem to be a sense of urgency on
the part of the department to turn this situation around.

We fully support the funding and creation of the ACSRRF as a means to help ensure
sustainable uses of wild salmon for future generations.

Sincerely,

KAWERAK INCORPORATED

Loretta Bullard
President
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Raymond Watson, Chairperson
Myron P. Naneng, Sr.,, President
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Nunam Iqua
Nunapitchuk
Ohogamiut
Oscarville
Paimiut

Pilot Station
Pitka’s Point
Platinum
Quinhagak
Red Devil
Russian Mission
Scammon Bay
Sleetmute

S Mary’s
Stona

Tulu
Tuntutuliak
Tununak
Umkumiut

Association ofVillage Council Presidents

Office of Administration
PO Box 219 » Bethel AK 99559

Phone (907) 543-7300 « Fax: (907) 543-3369

February 29, 2012

Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Sent via e-mail

Dear Senator Lyman Floffman, Senator Donny Olson, Representative Bryce Edgmon,
and Representative Bob Herron:

On behalfofthe Association of Village Council President, a tribal consortium
consisting of 56 federally-recognized Indian Tribes in the Lower Yukon and
Kuskokwim Rivers, | am writing to express our support for House Bill 332: Alaska
Chinook Salmon Research and Restoration Endowment Fund (ACSRRF).

In our region, we have seen a precipitous decline in the abundance of Chinook
salmon in both the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers. In the Lower Yukon River state
salmon fisheries management districts ofY -1, Y-2, and Y-3, an economically vibrant
commercial fishery existed until 1998 when salmon populations dropped to near non-
existence. This Chinook salmon-directed fishery supported up to seven salmon
processors and employed hundreds of local residents paying out the necessary dollars
to provide the much needed income to pay bills and feed their families. Today, only
one processor operates on the entire Lower Yukon River. This once-economically
vibrant fishery is near complete extinction.

W ithin the last several years, fishermen have not been allowed to sell incidentally-
harvested Chinook salmon in the legitimate commercial fisheries in Y 1,2 & 3. We
have seen a decline in the commercial fishermen participation to near fifty-percent of
historical averages. This is compounded by high gasoline and transportation costs.
More importantly, subsistence fisheries are near non-existence. Recent publications
by the Alaska Department of Fish & Game indicate that subsistence fishermen, in
more recent times, have not achieved their statutory Amounts Necessaryfor
Subsistence for Chinook salmon on the Yukon River. Moreover, the early symptoms
ofthe Yukon River are starting to appear on the Kuskokwim River.

Since the crash of 1998, the runs on the Kuskokwim River have been sporadic. In
some years, we have seen evidence of Ichthyophonus Hoferi, afish disease more
common to herring populations in our Chinook salmon runs. In more recent years,
several Chinook salmon spawning streams are failing to meet their regulatory
established escapement goals, and we are seeing a decline in sizes.

The bottom line is we do not know nor understand what is happening to our precious
resource. Further, this phenomenon is not only limited to our region. Chinook salmon
populations around Alaska have undergone shifts in abundance during the past 40
years, yet little is known about the factors influencing these shifts. Eight of the 14
currently listed “stocks of concern” are Chinook salmon stocks, as defined by the
Alaska Board of Fisheries in 5AAC 39.222.



While we know that reductions in harvest have been necessary to meet escapements
and protect the Chinook salmon stocks, very little information is available to indicate
the reason for these changes in run sizes. Theories on causation abound, but
additional research is needed to determine the cause and either reverse the decline or
plan for future run sizes.

To investigate the causes of these declines, it is critical that there is a dedicated and
consistent source offunding for Chinook salmon research. This will allow athorough
study ofthe impacts and effects of population biology and dynamics, freshwater and
marine ecology, physical habitat and the many other factors impacting Chinook
salmon populations.

There is no fish more iconic to Alaskans than the Chinook salmon. This fish is not
merely an icon, but a critical component of physical and cultural survival of
Alaskans. It is vital and essential that the State of Alaska invest in understanding and
recovering our Chinook salmon runs.

We fully support the funding and creation of ACSRRF as a means to help ensure
sustainable uses ofwild salmon for future generations.

Sincerely,
Raymond Watson, Chairman
Association of Village Council Presidents

Myron P. Naneng Sr., President

CC: Mr. Rob Earl, Mr. Tim Grussendorf, Mr. David Scott, Mr. Mike Nizich
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1. Southeast
2. Southcentral
3. Southwest
4. \Western

5. Arctic

6. Interior

ARCTIC *Map (473Kk)

Arctic

Kotzebue

Lower Kobuk
Noatak/Kivalina

Northern Norton Sound
Northern Seward Peninsula
St Lawrence Island
Southern Norton Sound
Upper Kobuk

INTERIOR *Map (438K)
Central

Delta

Eagle

Fairbanks

Grayling, Anvik, Shageluk and Holy Cross (G.A.S.H.)
Koyukuk

Lake Minchumina
McGrath

Middle Nenana River
Middle Yukon River
Minto/Nenana

Ruby
Tanana/Rampart/Manly
Upper Tanana/Forty Mile
Yukon Hats

SOUTHCENTRAL *Mao (347K)
Anchorage

Central Peninsula

Cooper Landing

Copper Basin

Copper River/Prince Wm. Sd
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Denali

Homer
Kenai/Soldotna
Kodiak
Matanuska Valley
M. Yenlo

Paxson

Seldovia

Seward

Susitna Valley
Tok Cutoff/Nabesna Road
Tyonek

Valdez

Whittier

SOUTHEAST *MaP (268K)
Angoon

Craig

East Prince of Wales Island
Edna Bay

Elfin Cove
Hydaburg

Hyder

Icy Straits
Juneau-Douglas
Kake

Ketchikan
Klawock

Klukwan

Pelican
Petersburg

Port Alexander
Saxman

Sitka

Sumner Strait
Tenakee Springs
Upper Lynn Canal
Wrangell

Yakutat

SOUTHWEST *Mao (354K)
Chignik

False Pass

King Cove

Lake lliamna

Lower Bristol Bay
Lower Kuskokwim
Naknek/Kvichak
Nelson Lagoon
Nushagak

Sand Point

Togiak

Unalaska/Dutch Harbor

WESTERN *Mao (428K)
Central Bering Sea
Lower Kuskokwim

Central Kuskokwim
Lower Yukon

Stony-Holitna
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Article 2
Regional Fish and Game Councils

Section

200. Establishment of a regional fish and game council system.

210. Fish and game resource management regions.

220. Regional fish and game councils.

230. (Repealed).

240. ('Repealed!.

245. Non-voting member.

250. Functions of regional fish and game councils.

260. Uniform rules of operation.

270. (Repealed).

280. Attendance at meetings.

5 AAC 96.200. Establishment of a regional fish and game council system

A system of regional fish and game councils is established to provide aregional forum for the collection
and expression of opinions and recommendations on matters relating to fish and wildlife resources, to
assist the boards in deliberations concerning regulations, and to provide for public participation in the
regulatory process to help adequately protect subsistence uses.

History: In effect before 1982; am 6/2/82, Register 82; am 10/9/83, Register 88

Authority: AS 16.05.260

5 AAC 96.210. Fish and game resource management regions

(a) For the purposes of conservation and management of the fish and wildlife resources of the state, the
following fish and game resource management regions are created:

(1) Southeast Alaska, consisting of all lands and waters of Game Management Units 1- 5, that part of
Unit 6 east of Cape Suckling, and adjacent marine waters;

(2) Southcentral Alaska, consisting of all lands and waters of Game Management Units 6 west of Cape
Suckling, 7, 9A, 11,13-16, and adjacent marine waters;
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(3) Southwest Alaska, consisting of all lands and waters of Game Management Units 8, 9B - E, 10, 17,
and adjacent marine waters;

(4) Western Alaska, consisting of all lands and waters o f Game Management Unit 18 and that portion of
the Kuskokwim River drainage in Game Management Unit 19 downstream from, and including, the

George River drainage and the Hoholitha River drainage, and adjacent marine waters;

(5) Arctic Alaska, consisting ofall lands and waters of Game Management Units 22, 23, 26, and
adjacent marine waters; and

(6) Interior Alaska, consisting of all lands and waters of Game Management Units 12, 20, 21, 24, 25,
and that portion of the Kuskokwim River drainage in Unit 19 upstream from the George River drainage
and the Hoholitna River drainage.

(b) The Game Management Units listed in (a) of this section are described in 5 AAC 90.010.

(c) A board will, in its discretion, temporarily change the boundaries of regions for individual resource
issues.

History: In effect before 1982; am 6/2/82, Register 82; am 10/9/83, Register 88

Authority: AS 16.05.260

5 AAC 96.220. Regional fish and game councils

The joint board will establish a council within each region described in 5 AAC 96.210. Each council
will consist of the chairmen, or their designees, of the active committees established within the region.
Any committee member who is a member of a council must be a resident ofthe region.

History: In effect before 1983; am 10/9/83, Register 88; am 9/22/85, Register 95

Authority: AS 16.05.260

5 AAC 96.230. Qualifications for membership

Repealed 10/9/83.

5 AAC 96.240. Non-voting members

Repealed 10/9/83.

5 AAC 96.245. Non-voting member

Each regional council may establish two seats for non-voting members if necessary to perform the
functions set out in 5 AAC 96.250.

History: Eff. 9/22/85, Register 95
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Authority: AS 16.05.260

5 AAC 96.250. Functions of regional fish and game councils

(a) Each council is authorized to:

(1) hold public meetings on fish and wildlife matters;

(2) elect officers;

(3) in consultation with the local fish and game advisory committees in its region and with the
department, review, evaluate, and make a recommendation to a board on any existing or proposed

regulation, policy, or management plan, or any other matter relating to the use of fish and wildlife,
including any matter related to fish and wildlife habitat, within its region;

(4) perform other duties specified by a board; and

(5) submit to the joint board, the department, and the Secretary of Interior of the United States, by
November 15 of each year, an annual report, containing:

(A) an identification of current and anticipated subsistence uses of fish and wildlife populations within
the region, and other fish and wildlife uses that the council identifies;

(B) an evaluation of current and anticipated subsistence needs for use of fish and wildlife populations
within the region, and of other fish and wildlife needs that the council identifies;

(C) arecommended strategy for the management of fish and wildlife populations within the region to
accommodate the identified fish and wildlife uses and needs; and

(D) recommendations concerning policies, standards, guidelines, and regulations to implement the
strategy.

(b) A council shall provide a forum for, and assist its local fish and game advisory committees in,
obtaining the opinions and recommendations of people interested in fish and wildlife matters so as to
achieve the greatest possible local participation in the decision-making process. If differences of opinion
exist among the committees, the council shall attempt to develop areas of compromise and to reach a
regional consensus on matters of controversy.

(c) A council will, in its discretion, present recommendations concerning the conservation, regulation,

management, and use of fish and wildlife resources within its region, along with the evidence upon
which the recommendations are based, to the appropriate board.

(d) A council may make recommendations to thejoint board on the creation, consolidation, distribution,
or operation of the committee system.

History: In effect before 1982; am 6/2/82, Register 82; am 10/9/83, Register 88; am 9/22/85,
Register 95
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Authority: AS 16.05.260

5AAC 96.260. Uniform rules of operation

(a) Rules. Every action taken by a council must comply with the uniform rules of operation for
committees setout in 5 AAC 96.060(1), (k), (m), and (q) - (s). The rules in (b) - (d) of this section

supersede the corresponding rules in 5 AAC 96.060(c), (e), (0), and (t).

(b) Responsibilities. A council shall perform the functions described in 5 AAC 96.250 in accordance
with the provisions of 5 AAC 96 and 97.

(c) Membership. Membership on acouncil is as provided in 5 AAC 96.220.

(d) Meetings. Each council shall hold regular meetings at times appropriate to the process described in 5
AAC 96.610. The chairman or a majority of a council's members may call a special meeting at which
any interested person may submit statements to the council on any matter related to the purposes for
which the meeting is called. Council meetings are public meetings under AS 44.62.310 and 44.62.312

and must be advertised in the region. The council shall allow public testimony at every council meeting.

(e) Recommendations. A council must convey any recommendation to the appropriate board in writing
and with ajustification or explanation before the start of the board meeting.

History: In effect before 1982; am 6/2/82, Register 82; am 10/9/83, Register 88; am 9/26/90,
Register 115

Authority: AS 16.05.260

Editor's note: An amendmentto 5 AAC 96.260(e) was adopted jointly by the Board of Fisheries and
Board of Game in 1990, took effect 9/26/90, and should have appeared in Register 115, October 1990.
The amendment, however, was inadvertently omitted when Register 115 was published, and did not
appear in print until Register 122, July 1992.

5AAC 96.270. Report of activities

Repealed 10/9/83.

5 AAC 96.280. Attendance at meetings

When adequate funding exists, the chairman, or his designee, shall attend regulatory meetings of the
boards. Each council shall cooperate with other councils on matters of mutual interest and concern, and
will, in its discretion, hold joint meetings, authorized by the boards, to accomplish this purpose.

History: In effect before 1983; am 10/9/83, Register 88

Authority: AS 16.05.260

Article 3
Administration of Local Fish and Game Committees
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Section

400. (Repealed).

410. Distribution of local fish and game advisory committees.

420. Review of requests for local fish and game advisory committees.

430. (Repealed).

440. Board assistance.

450. Committee status and change of status.

460. Attendance at meetings.

5 AAC 96.400. Operation oflocal fish and game advisory committee system
Repealed 10/9/83.

5 AAC 96.410. Distribution of local fish and game advisory' committees

The joint board will, to the extent feasible, establish and locate committees to allow an opportunity for
all citizens of the state to participate in the regulatory system.
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR WAGONER

TO: CSSB 205( ), Draft Version "D"

Page 4, line 2:
Delete "Palm Point near Katalla"

Insert "Cape Suckling"

Page 4, lines 7-8:

Delete ", Kanak Island, Wingham lIsland, and Kayak Island"

Page 4, lines 12 - 13:
Delete "Palm Point near Katalla"

Insert "Cape Suckling"

Page 6, lines 12 - 13:
Delete "based on the dependence of Alaska residents on the stocks"

Insert "taking into consideration the use ofthe stocks by Alaska residents"
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Stock Status of Chinook Salmon in Alaska

Alaska State Senate Finance, Fish & Game Sub-Committee Briefing Report

prepared by the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Long-term Abundance Trends of Chinook Salmon Stocks in Alaska

» Prior to 2007 there was no consistent statewide trend in abundance, with some areas in
Alaska experiencing above average abundance while other areas experiencing below
average abundance.

« From 2007-2011 there was a consistent statewide trend in abundance, with all areas in
Alaska experiencing below average abundance.

Run abundance (annual catch plus escapement) of most Chinook salmon stocks in Alaska is
currently below the long term average. Although patterns of Chinook salmon abundance differ
over time between areas o f Alaska, between 2007 and 2011 all stocks experienced a coherent and
marked decrease in run abundance. Figures 1 through 5 depict summaries of long term run
abundance of 21 major Chinook salmon stocks in five geographic areas of Alaska, with recent
run abundances by stock in tables 1through 5.

Prior to 2007, there appeared to be no coherent statewide pattern in run abundance of Chinook
salmon. Chinook salmon stocks in the southeast Alaska and Prince William Sound area had
steadily increasing abundance through 1997, with stable abundance during 1998 through 2006
(Figure 1). This is in contrast to the pattern of abundance seen in the Cook Inlet area where
abundance peaked during 1987 through 1989 and 2003 through 2006 (Figure 2). The Kodiak and
Chignik area showed high and steady abundance of Chinook salmon between 1983 and 2004
(Figure 3), whereas the Bristol Bay, North Peninsula, Kuskokwim Bay area showed repeated
peaks in abundance during 1981 through 1983, 1994, 1998, and 2004 through 2006 (Figure 4).
The Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK) area showed peaks in abundance during 1994 through
1997 and again in 2004 through 2006 (Figure 5). This information lead us to believe that
production trends of Chinook salmon differed by geographic area depending on the nearshore
habitats of ocean basins that juvenile Chinook salmon first enter as smolt (i.e., northern and
eastern Bering Sea; and, western, central, and eastern G ulf of Alaska).

Although declines in abundance of some stocks of Chinook salmon began in earlier years, from
2007 through 2011 declines in abundance to below average were seen throughout the state
(Figures 1-5 and Tables 1-5). Some stocks of Chinook salmon increased abundance during 2010
and 2011, however these runs were still below the long term average. We believe that poor
nearshore ocean conditions that persisted from 2000 through 2005 throughout the Bering Sea and



Gulf of Alaska, resulted in poor survival rates and below average run abundances returning to
Alaska rivers during 2007-2011.

There are indications that survival rate of Chinook salmon may be improving. An abundance
index is calculated for Chinook salmon stocks from southeast Alaska south to Canada and the
Lower 48 as part of the Pacific Salmon Treaty process. This abundance index is indicating that
survival rate of southeast Alaska stocks is improving and should result in increases in Chinook
salmon abundance in the next few years. We are unsure if this pattern of improving survival rates
will be experienced by stocks in regions north and west of southeast Alaska.

Escapement Goal Management of Chinook Salmon Stocks in Alaska

There are currently 70 established escapement goals for Chinook salmon in Alaska. Using a
variety of assessment methods, ADF&G monitors the performance of Chinook salmon
escapements against these goals to assess the health of Chinook stocks and ensure sustainability
in future years. Figures 6 through 10 summarize results of escapement assessments statewide and
for each commercial fisheries division region, compared to goals. Using available data from the
last decade, it is apparent that success in meeting established escapement goals has declined in
all regions (escapement data for many Chinook stocks in Central and Westward regions is not
yet available for 2011). When comparing the time periods 2001-2006 versus 2007-2011, average
success at meeting escapement goals has declined from 91% to 69% in southeast region (11
established goals); from 89% to 51% in central region (29 established goals); from 70% to 57%
in AYK region (26 established goals); and from 92% to 56% in westward region (4 established
goals). Statewide, performance between the two time periods has declined from 83% to 58%
success in achieving goals.

Chinook Salmon Stocks of Concern

Where salmon escapements chronically fail to meet expectations for harvestable yield or
spawning escapements, the department may recommend, and the Board of Fisheries may adopt a
stock of concern designation for those under-performing stocks. The sustainable salmon fisheries
policy (56 AAC 39.222) provides specific definitions for stocks of concern. Yield concerns arise
from a chronic inability to maintain expected yields or harvestable surpluses above escapement
needs. Management concerns are precipitated by a chronic failure to maintain escapements
within the bounds, or above the lower bound of the established goal. When salmon stocks are
identified as a specific concern, a plan is developed by the department to address those concerns,
with specific management and research actions aimed at reducing exploitation, improving
assessment, and initiating programs to better understand and address the decline. There are
currently nine Chinook stocks of concern designated by the Alaska Board of Fisheries between
2000 and 2010, summarized in the table below. Five stocks are designated management concerns



and four are yield concerns. All but two have recently been established during the 2010/2011
board cycle. Summaries of action plans for each stock of concern are in tables 6 through 11.

Statewide summary o f Chinook salmon stocks o fconcern in Alaska.

Year Level of Year Last

Region System Designated Concern Reviewed
Central Chuitna River 2010 Management 2010

Theodore River 2010 Management 2010

Lewis River 2010 Management 2010

Alexander Creek 2010 Management 2010

W illow Creek 2010 Yield 2010

Goose Creek 2010 Yield 2010
Westward Karluk River 2010 Management 2010
Arctic-Yukon-

Yukon River 2000 Yield 2009
Kuskokwim

Norton Sound Sub-district 5 & 6 2003 Yield 2009

Managing Alaska’s Chinook Salmon Fisheries for Sustained Yield
Managementfo r Sustained Yields o f Chinook salmon

As mandated by the Alaska Constitution, Alaska Statute, and policies for the management of
sustainable salmon fisheries and statewide escapement goals, ADF&G achieves sustained yields
by managing directed salmon fisheries for scientifically based escapement goals and by
protecting salmon habitats in Alaska waters. Because the migratory pathways of Chinook salmon
take them offshore of state waters, ADF&G also advocates for reductions in bycatch of Chinook
salmon in groundfish fisheries and protection of salmon habitats in the federal waters through the
various federal Fishery Management Plans that are under North Pacific Fishery Management
Council (NPFMC) direction as mandated by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Measures to specifically account for Chinook salmon mortalities in groundfish
fisheries, such as census sampling and genetic stock identification, provide valuable information
for more accurately assessing Chinook run strengths in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska.
Accounting for age-specific Chinook salmon mortalities as by-catch provides a more complete
picture of stock productivity, a key to effective management for sustained yield.

Review o fBycatch Measures in the Bering Sea

In April 2009, the NPFMC approved a Chinook salmon bycatch hard cap for each Bering Sea
pollock fishery season which, if reached, would require all directed pollock fishing to cease for
that season. This action was implemented by the NMFS in January 2011. The hard cap is 60,000
Chinook salmon if an incentive plan is in place and 47,591 Chinook salmon if there is no
incentive plan in place. The action was intended to reduce Chinook salmon bycatch under any



condition ofpollock and salmon abundance, on an individual vessel level, by combining the hard
cap with a system of penalties implemented through the incentive plans. The action also includes
requirements for at least 100% observer coverage on all pollock vessels, and a ‘census’ approach
to sampling, to account for all salmon bycatch. Bycatch of Chinook salmon in the 2011 pollock
fishery was 25,500 fish, well below either of these hard caps and well below peak levels of
bycatch taken by the pollock fishery during 2005 (67,361 fish) through 2007 (121,757 fish).
Bycatch of Chinook salmon in the Bering Sea pollock fishery since 2001 is shown in Table 12.

Review o fBycatch Measures in the G ulfo fAlaska (GOA)

In June 2011, the NPFMC took final action to establish a hard cap for the Central and Western
GOA pollock fisheries of 25,000 Chinook salmon. A provision was made for NMFS to
implement the new limits as soon as possible; thus, they will first be effective in mid-2012.
Additional provisions ofthe NPFMC motion ensure observer coverage on all vessels fishing for
pollock no later than 2013, and require full retention of salmon taken in the pollock trawl fishery,
in order to allow for a robust sampling protocol and genetic stock identification of Chinook
salmon bycatch. Although not yet implemented, bycatch of Chinook salmon during the 2011
pollock fishery was 13,832 fish, well below the hard cap of 25,000 fish. The NPFMC is also
working on measures to cap Chinook salmon bycatch in non-pollock groundfish fisheries in the
GOA. Bycatch of Chinook salmon in the GOA pollock fishery since 2001 is shown in Table 13.

Collaborative Chinook Salmon Marine Research

Biologists in the AY K region are actively involved in collaborative research studies with NOAA
with two specific objectives:

1) Develop a preseason forecast model for Yukon River salmon stocks that incorporates
information onjuvenile status.

2) Evaluate changes in marine survival ofjuvenile Yukon River salmon stocks and potential
contributors to recent declines of Yukon Chinook salmon related to migratory behavior,
freshwater life history strategies, diet, energetic condition, and size selective mortality.

This work is being accomplished by utilizing methodologies developed by NOAA, integrating
existing NOAA data with ADF&G data, and building upon previous efforts to address issues
affecting AY K fishery management. NOAA provides support for this research through stafftime
during juvenile salmon surveys and laboratory analyses, logistics, and administrative support.
ADF&G provides support for this research through staff time of an AYK research fishery
biologist who actively participates in this collaborative work. Funds for operation of the
northern Bering Shelfjuvenile salmon surveys and laboratory analyses are currently provided by
grant funding that will expire after the 2013 research season. Long-term monitoring is necessary
for this research to be effective, particularly for preseason forecast model development and
utilization. Stock-specific juvenile distribution and mortality mechanisms in the first year of



Chinook salmon marine life represent an important information gap in understanding declines in
productivity and will likely provide critical information for improving forecast capabilities.

Salmon Fishery Enhancement Program in Alaska

In 1971, the State of Alaska initiated its modem salmon fishery enhancement program in
response to severely depressed salmon fisheries. Protection of wild stocks has been foremost
since the inception of the program and statutes, regulations and policies are in place to provide
for this priority. Today there are 35 active salmon hatcheries and research facilities in the State
of Alaska, and the success of the program is illustrated by hatchery produced fish providing
approximately 27% of the annual common property harvest of salmon over the past ten years,
while having little or no demonstrable detrimental effects on natural salmon production.

Alaska’s modem salmon fishery enhancement program is stakeholder-driven, with provisions for
planning and oversight by representatives of regional user groups. The state is divided into
several Salmon Planning Regions and all salmon fishery enhancement efforts in Alaska are
guided by Regional Comprehensive Salmon Plans, which are prepared by each region’s Regional
Planning Teams. The first step in developing a fishery enhancement program is the drafting of a
Regional Comprehensive Salmon Plan. This ensures that enhancement activities are developed
and supported locally, utilizing local and traditional knowledge, and based on meeting the needs
ofthe region. These plans also document enhancement efforts, set production goals, and identify
potential for new projects.

An example of this stakeholder-driven planning process can be seen happening currently in the
Norton Sound area. The Norton Sound/Bering Strait Regional Planning Team (RPT), at its
January 23, 2012, meeting in Nome, initiated the process of updating their Regional
Comprehensive Salmon Plan (CSP) which was approved in 1996. The process will include
updating the 1996 plans proposed projects with the results of those projects; soliciting public
input regarding new desired production levels and proposed projects by area through
correspondence and public meetings; assimilating the public input into an updated draft plan and
providing that to the public for review and comment; and providing the completed draft to the
Commissioner of ADF&G for review, and finally approval. Following the approval of the
updated CSP, stakeholders within the region desiring to provide for additional harvest will have
a suite of preferred projects to work with, and a roadmap to guide fishery enhancement activities.

Although not the only option, hatcheries are one of the most effective salmon fishery
enhancement tools, and there are several models of operation. Regardless of the model, the
development and operation of a non-governmental salmon hatchery requires a PNP Hatchery
Permit issued by the ADF&G. The permit application process is rigorous and includes an RPT
review and a public hearing. After a hatchery is permitted, fish transport permits are required
and annual management plans must be approved by the department.



It is also important to note that PNP hatcheries are self supporting. Funding for the construction
and operation of a hatchery may be provided by several sources (grants, loans, salmon
enhancement taxes, or others), but most funding comes from the cost recovery harvest of

returning fish produced by the hatchery.

Alternatively, small scale, experimental, salmon fishery enhancement projects may be permitted
through fish resource permits (FRP) rather than full scale hatchery permits. However, fish
produced in this way may not be harvested by the producer for cost recovery.
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Figure 1. Run abundance of 7 Chinook salmon stocks in the southeast and Prince William Sound

area of Alaska, 1973-2010.

Table 1. Run abundance of Chinook salmon in the Taku, Stikine, Copper, Situk, Alsek, Chilkat,
and Unuk rivers, 2001-2010 and the long term average.

Year
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
Long
term
average

Taku
59,202
71,142
61,945

110,142
79,624
68,288
29,450
47,603
46,183
45,796

58,351

Stikine
71,799
65,790
65,708
78,695
93,311
74,832
44,035
39,004
18,277

42,476

Copper
81,155
72,974
94,505
80,559
66,357
99,877
87,770
53,880
43,006
33,136

74,089

Situk
2,345
3,031
6,343
3,214
1,187
1,440
1,222
1,044
1,753

421

3,511

Alsek
7,542
6,646
7,093
7,962
5,319
3,070
3,716

11,049

Chilkat
5,272
4,423
8,117
6,423
5,824
3,868
2,879
3,900
6,309
2,292

5,260

Unuk
13,306
10,254

7,732

7,480

8,141

9,980

8,635

4,830

5,890

7,832

7,640



Cook Inlet

160,000
140000

120000

E%]%BEMJEDJQM]QB]mBﬂB)E&]9%]&5ﬂﬁ%EH)E@]%M1%53&3%&2&22341H51£§mm

Year

m Deshka DLRKenai 1 Anchor

Figure 2. Run abundance of 3 Chinook salmon stocks in the Cook Inlet area of Alaska, 1977-
2011.

Table 2. Run abundance of Chinook salmon in the Deshka, late run Kenai, and Anchor rivers,
2001-2011 and the long term average.

Year Deshka late run Kenai Anchor
2001 32,973 43,310 6,276
2002 33,043 47,940 11,018
2003 45,862 68,390 14,183
2004 65,709 83,150 13,577
2005 43,765 74,940 12,588
2006 37,675 57,120 10,339
2007 23,290 47,140 11,703
2008 9,320 39,720 7,418
2009 12,364 29,740 4,192
2010 21,604 26,230 4,813
2011 30,160

Long

term 35,127 46,383 15,007

average



1976-2011.

Table 3. Run abundance of Chinook salmon in the Ayakulik, Karluk, and Chignik rivers, 2001 -

2011 and the long term average

Year
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
Long
term

average

Ayakulik
20,656
12,637
17,557
24,988

8,342
3,110
6,535
3,071
2,615
5,366
4,378

11,510

Karluk
7,065
9,087
8,891

10,183
5,406
5,270
2,217

849
1,306
2,917
3,420

8,960

Chignik
4,134
3,948
9,246

10,177
8,928
5,476
2,641
1,938
2,176
5,159
4,110

5,488
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Figure 4. Run abundance of 3 Chinook salmon stocks in the Bristol Bay, North Peninsula, and
Kuskokwim Bay area of Alaska, 1966-2011.

Table 4. Run abundance of Chinook salmon in the Nushagak, Nelson, and Goodnews rivers,
2001-2011.

Year Nushagak Nelson Goodnews
2001 113,367 9,252 14,720
2002 133,552 8,062 8,939
2003 136,008 6,236 8,526
2004 223,925 10,680 21,058
2005 244,082 7,880 14,941
2006 218,005 4,721 22,335
2007 123,139 3,864 13,814
2008 126,402 5,493 6,371
2009 115,767 1,823 7,130
2010 94,228 2,929 9,167
2011 147,792 1,903

Long

term 160,019 8,659 12,135

average

10



Alaska, 1976-2011.

Table 5. Run abundance of Chinook salmon in the Kuskokwim, Canadian Yukon, Chena, Salcha,

and Unalakleet rivers, 2001-2011.

Year
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
Long
term
average

Kuskokwim
260,000
240,000
260,000
430,000
370,000
380,000
270,000
240,000
210,000
120,000
150,000

260,000

Canadian
Yukon
94,390
92,730
152,800
135,700
124,000
119,600
87,670
63,730
86,650
35,390

128,427

Chena
11,962
11,228
17,304
15,925
7,611
5,781
8,433
5,618
6,971
2,414

11,611

Salcha
15,814
14,544
23,928
25,259
11,452
20,380
14,576

9,304
16,345

6,278

16,164

Unalakleet
5,908
6,167
5,805
5,392
4,566
4,552
6,453
4,020
7,808
3,218
3,048

7,144



Year

Figure 6: Percent of Chinook salmon escapement goals achieved (i.e. met or exceeded) statewide between 2001 and
2011. The number of Chinook salmon escapement goals throughout Alaska was 66 from 2001 to 2004, 68 in 2005
and 2006, 71 from 2007 to 2009 and 70 in 2010 and 2011. NA = estimates of escapement are not available for all

Chinook salmon stocks with goals at this time.
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Figure 7: Percentof Chinook salmon escapement goals achieved (i.e. met or exceeded) in Southeast Region between

2001 and 2011. Southeast Region has had 11 Chinook salmon escapement goals since 2001.
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Figure 8: Percent of Chinook salmon escapement goals achieved (i.e. met or exceeded) in Central Region between
2001 and 2011. The number of Chinook salmon escapement goals in Central Region increased from 28 in 2001 to

29 in 2007. NA = estimates ofescapement are not available for all Chinook salmon stocks with goals at this time.
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Figure 9: Percentof Chinook salmon escapement goals achieved (i.e. met or exceeded) in Arctic-Yukon-
Kuskokwim Region between 2001 and 2011. The number of Chinook salmon escapement goals in Arctic-Yukon-
Kuskokwim Region was 23 from 2001 to 2004, 25 in 2005 and 2006, 27 from 2007 to 2009 and 26 in 2010 and
2011.
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Figure 10: Percentof Chinook salmon escapement goals achieved (i.e. met or exceeded) in Westward Region
between 2001 and 2011. Westward Region has had 4 Chinook salmon escapement goals since 2001. NA =

estimates of escapement are not available for all Chinook salmon stocks with goals at this time.

14



Table 6. Action Plan to address Chuitna, Lewis, and Theodore Rivers Chinook Stocks of
Concern

Escapement Summary
Chuitna River

» Escapement goal not achieved 2007-2010
* Average escapement 1979-2009; 1900 fish
» Average escapement 2007-2010; 900 fish

Theodore River

« Escapement goal not achieved 2007-2010
» Average escapement 1979-2005; 1090 fish
e Average escapement 2006-2010; 470 fish

Lewis River

» Escapement goal not achieved 2007-2010
* Average escapement 1979-2005; 560 fish
» Average escapement 2006-2010; 126 fish

Management Objectives

* Reduce commercial, sport, and subsistence harvest of Chinook salmon and reduce
catch-and-release mortality of sport-caught Chinook salmon.

Research Objectives

e Develop West Cook Inlet King salmon genetic baseline

¢ Continue aerial escapement surveys

¢ Installation ofweirs on Chuitna and Theodore Rivers

¢« Marine harvest sampling in Northern Cook Inlet for genetic stock identification



Table 7. Action Plan to address Alexander Creek Chinook Stock of Concern
Escapement Summary

« Escapement goal not achieved 2006-2010
e Average escapement 1979-1999; 3700 fish
» Average escapement 2001-2010; 1300 fish

Management Objectives

*« Reduce Northern Pike abundance
* Reduce subsistence and commercial harvest of Chinook salmon

Research Objectives

¢ Long-term Northern Pike suppression

* Northern Pike Radio-telemetry studies

+ Salmonid monitoring to determine success of pike suppression
* Aerial survey escapement monitoring

* Marine harvest sampling for genetic stock identification

Table 8. Action Plan to address Willow and Goose Creeks Chinook Stock of Concern
Escapement Summary
Willow Creek

e Escapement goal not achieved 2007-2010
» Average escapement 1979-2009; 2300 fish
¢ Average escapement 2007-2010; 1200 fish

Goose Creek

« Escapement goal not achieved 2007-2010
« Average escapement 1979-2009; 405 fish
* Average escapement 2007-2010; 91 fish

Management Objectives
* Reduce commercial, sport, and subsistence harvest of Chinook salmon
Research Objectives

* Include samples from Willow and Goose Creeks in Chinook salmon genetic
baseline

e Continue aerial survey escapement estimates

e Monitor contribution of hatchery fish to Willow Creek escapements

 Marine harvest sampling for genetic stock identification



Table 9. Action Plan to address Karluk Lake Chinook Stock of Concern
Escapement Summary

» Escapement goal not achieved 2007-2011
» Average escapement 1976-1999; 9,130 fish
¢ Average escapement 2000-2009; 4,430 fish

Management Objectives

« Prohibit retention of commercially caught Chinook salmon > 28 inches in Inner
and Outer Karluk and Ayakulik Sections, and adjacent sections

» In-season sport and subsistence restrictions by EO authority when runs are weak.

Research Objectives

¢ Maintain adult counting weir on Karluk River

e Opportunistically sample length, weight, and age of Chinook salmon smolts at
sockeye smolt weir

¢ Fund king salmon smolt weir for quantitative estimates of smolt abundance

¢ Complete king salmon genetic baseline for Westward Region including Karluk
Lake

» Develop watershed model for Karluk Lake watershed to estimate carrying
capacity for Chinook salmon and escapements most likely to produce MSY

17



Table 10. Action Plan to address Yukon River Chinook Stock of Concern
Escapement Summary

* There are multiple escapement goals for the aggregate Yukon River Chinook run.
Six escapement goals in Alaska (East and West Fork Andreavsky, Anvik, Nulato,
Chena, Salcha) have generally been met over the past decade.

e Objectives for mainstem Chinook salmon passing into Canada have been met in
two ofthe last five years, however, only with severe restrictions to subsistence

and commercial harvest
Management Objectives

* Restrict or eliminate directed commercial fishing during weak runs
¢ Restrict subsistence fishing during weak runs
¢ Reduce exploitation of largest and oldest Chinook

Research Objectives

e Continued operation of test fishery, sonar projects, fish wheels, and weirs for
abundance estimation

e Continued in-season genetic analyses to assess run components

» Collaborative near-shore marine research with NOAA

o Develop a preseason forecast model for Yukon River Chinook salmon
stocks that incorporates information onjuvenile status. This research may
have application to other Yukon salmon species

o Evaluate changes in marine survival ofjuvenile Yukon River salmon
stocks and potential contributors to recent declines of Yukon Chinook
salmon related to: migratory behavior, freshwater life history strategies,
diet, energetic condition, and size selective mortality.



Table 11. Action Plan to address Norton Sound Sub-districts 5 and 6 Chinook Stocks of
Concern

Escapement Summary

« Escapements for these sub-districts are assessed with a peak aerial survey on the
Shaktoolik River (sub-district 5) and a counting tower on the North River (sub-
district 6), atributary to the Unalakleet River

« Escapement goals for Shaktoolik Chinook have rarely been met during the past
decade, however, aerial survey assessments are often viewed as incomplete due to
poor visibility, abundant pink salmon, or survey timing in advance o f peak
spawning.

* Goals for the Unalakleet (N. River tower) have been met in 50% of years in the
last decade, however this has sometimes been aided by subsistence harvest
restrictions

Management Obijectives

e Open directed pink and chum commercial fishery only if impacts to Chinook are
minimized, and not before July 1
e Restrict subsistence and sport harvest o f Chinook salmon during weak runs

Research Objectives

Analyze data from two year radio-telemetry study to determine reliability of
North River as an indicator for drainage wide escapement.

Continue operation of floating weir on Unalakleet River to assess escapement to
mainstem

Continue building Chinook genetic baselines for determining stock proportions in
marine harvest.

19



Table 12. Bycatch of Chinook salmon in the pollock-directed fisheries ofthe Bering Sea, 2001-
2011 and the long term average (1991-2011).

Year Chinook salmon bycatch
2001 33,444
2002 34,495
2003 45,586
2004 51,696
2005 67,361
2006 82,696
2007 121,757
2008 21,482
2009 12,407
2010 9,694
2011 25,500
Long

term 39,924

average

Table 13. Bycatch of Chinook salmon in the pollock-directed fisheries ofthe Gulfof Alaska,
2001-2011 and the long term average (1991-2011).

Year Chinook salmon bycatch
2001 9,631
2002 5,161
2003 4,400
2004 13,152
2005 27,927
2006 15,944
2007 35,177
2008 10,696
2009 3,195
2010 44,779
2011 13,832
Long

term 14,574

average
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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR

P.0. BOX 115526
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME PHONE: (907) 4654160
FAX: (907) 465-2332
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

March 13,2012

The Honorable Donald Olson
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 508
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Olson:

| am writing in response to the letter dated February 28, 2012 from the Senate Finance
subcommittee for the Department of Fish and Game regarding statewide Chinook salmon stocks.

After significant declines in Chinook salmon runs statewide during 2008 through 2010, the
department moved to address gaps in our understanding of patterns and trends in production in
Chinook salmon stocks around the state. To that end the department initiated a comprehensive
analysis of Chinook salmon production data to determine if there are patterns in survival, growth,
and/or maturation rates that might help explain why declines occurred and to help in
development of a statewide outlook and forecast of Chinook salmon runs for the future. This
effort is being conducted by department scientists in collaboration with a similar effort directed
at Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK) Chinook salmon stocks by the AY K Sustainable Salmon
Initiative.

Another ongoing effort in the AY K region is the update ofthe Comprehensive Salmon Plan by
the Norton Sound/Bering Strait Regional Planning Team. This stakeholder-driven program
ensures that any enhancement activities are developed and supported locally, utilizing local and
traditional knowledge, and based on meeting the needs of the region. The resultant plan will
document enhancement efforts, set production goals, and identify potential new projects.
Development o f additional planning teams could be an option in other areas ofthe region.

Department staff put together the attached report to address questions raised in your letter. As
requested, this report provides areview of Chinook salmon stocks of concern, and presents the
associated action plan. Like you, | recognize the importance ofthe resource to Alaskans. For that
reason, in addition to funding for Chinook management already in the department’s base budget,
we have proposed several items in the FY13 operating and capital budget that will bolster our
efforts in this area:



The Honorable Donald Olson 2 March 13,2012

FY13 Operating Budget

Match for Southeast Chinook Salmon Work $500.0
Pacific Salmon Treaty Chinook Technical Committee Support $190.0
Tanana River Sonar Project (one-time equipment plus operating costs) $590.0

FY13 Capital Budget

Kenai River King Salmon Sonar Assessment Program $1,813.0
Upper Cook Inlet ESSN Chinook Salmon Harvest Patterns $789.0

You also expressed concern about bycatch measures to protect Chinook salmon while at sea.
Through the State of Alaska's seat on the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (council)
we have been successful in securing a cap on the bycatch of Chinook salmon in GulfofAlaska
pollock trawl fisheries and have also begun evaluation of Chinook salmon bycatch control in
non-pollock trawl fisheries in the Gulf. The council also continues work on measures to control
chum salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock trawl fishery.

Chinook salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock trawl fishery has been reduced from recent
highs but remains a concern to many Alaskans. We are currently gathering additional data on the
location and seasonality of stocks o f greatest concern in the bycatch and the council will receive
reports this month on how the cap and incentive plans operated in the first year. Further
refinements to the Chinook salmon bycatch control measures to better protect stocks of concern
may be necessary as a result of improved data on bycatch and fishery performance.

If you have further questions or require additional information, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Cora Campbell
Commissioner

Attachment: Stock Status of Chinook Salmon in Alaska

cc: Members, Senate Finance Subcommittee for the Department of Fish and Game
Jeff Regnart, Director, Division of Commercial Fisheries
Charlie Swanton, Director, Division of Sport Fish
Kevin Brooks, Director, Division of Administrative Services
Ben Mulligan, Legislative Liaison, Office ofthe Commissioner



A laska State Legislature

SENATOR DONALD C. OLSON

Session

Alaska State Capitol, Rm. 508

Community & Regional Affairs

Member
Juneau, AK 99801 Senate Finance Committee
(907) 465-3707 Ethics Committee
Fax: (907) 465-4821 Legislative Council
Northern Waters Task Force
Interim Education Funding District Cost Factor
716 W . 4thAve. Ste 530 Finance Subcommittee Chair
Anchorage, AK 99501 Fish & Game
(907) 269-0254 Health & Social Services
Public Safety

Fax:(907)269-2031 . i
Finance Subcommittee Member

Environmental Conservation
Senator_Donny_0Olson@ legis.state.ak.us

TO: Senator Joe Paskvan, Co-Chair Senate Resources
Senator Tom Wagoner, Co-Chair Senate Resources

FROM: Senator Donald Olson
DATE: March 5, 2012
RE: SB 205 Hearing Request

Chinook salmon are an important staple food of Alaska Native Villages, an economically
important species for anumber of commercial fisheries, and a prized sport fish.

The state fish of Alaska has undergone significant shifts in abundance during the past 40 years,
yet little is known about the factors influencing these shifts. Eight ofthe 14 “stocks of concern
are Chinook salmon stocks.

”

SB 205 would create an endowment fund administered by a 7-member board consisting ofthe
Commissioner of the Department of Fish & Game and six members from across the state.
Grants from the fund would only be issued to qualifying organizations.

This legislation would create a stable, long-term source of funding to support high quality
interdisciplinary research.

| would appreciate your hearing this bill at your earliest convenience.

Please direct questions to my staff, David Scott.
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A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act establishing the Alaska Chinook research and restoration endowment fund and

relating to grants from the fund."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 37.14 is amended by adding new sections to readr
Article 7A. Alaska Chinook Salmon Research and Restorari*n Endowment Fund.
Sec. 37.14.650. Fund established, (a) The Alaska ChmodirsalmoiTresearch
and restoration endowment fund is established as a separate endowment trust fund of
the state consisting of
(1) appropriations to the fund;
(2) donations to the fund; and
(3) income earned on investments of fund assets appropriated by the
legislature to the fund.
(b) The commissioner of revenue shall manage the fund as an endowment,

with the goal that the purchasing power of the fund will not diminish over time
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without regard to additional contributions that may be made to the fund. The
commissioner shall invest the assets of the fund in a manner likely to yield at least a
five percent real rate of return over time. The commissioner may comingle the assets
ofthe fund with other public funds for purposes of investment.

(c) In carrying out the investment duties for the fund, the commissioner of
revenue has the powers and duties set out in AS 37.10.071. The commissioner shall

(1) provide annual reports to the board on the condition and investment
performance ofthe fund;

(2) maintain records for all donations to the fund; the records must
reflect, for each donation, the amount of the donation, the date of the donation, and the
donor's intent, if any, with respect to how the donation is to be used; and

(3) monitor use of money by the board.

(d) Nothing in this section creates a dedicated fund.

Sec. 37.14.655. Grant account established. The Alaska Chinook salmon
research and restoration grant account is established as an account in the general fund.

Sec. 37.14.660. Appropriations to the grant account, (a) As soon as
practicable after July 1 of each year, the commissioner of revenue shall identify as
available for appropriation to the Alaska Chinook salmon research and restoration
grant account, from which the board may award grants, and for other allowed
expenses, the greater of

(1) five percent of the average of the market values of the fund on
June 30 for the immediately preceding three fiscal years;

(2) one-half of the earnings of the fund as averaged annually over the
immediately preceding three fiscal years; and

(3) if the principal of the fund is valued at over $50,000,000 based on
the market value ofthe fund on June 30 for the immediately preceding fiscal year, the
total earnings ofthe fund for that fiscal year.

(b) The legislature may appropriate funds to the grant account
(1) from
(A) the fund in the amount calculated under (a)(1) of this

section; or

-2
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(B) the earnings of the fund under (a)(2) or (3) of this section;
and
(2) from any other source.
Sec. 37.14.665. Use of the grant account, (a) Appropriations to the grant
account established by AS 37.14.655 may be used for
(1) grants for research and restoration projects for Chinook salmon
stocks located in the state, including block grants to Alaska organizations identifying
and administering research and restoration projects for Chinook salmon stocks, if the
project is consistent with a research and restoration plan adopted by the organization
and the plan has been approved by the Department of Fish and Game;
(2) reimbursement of the Department of Revenue for the costs of
establishing and managing the fund;
(3) reimbursement of the Department of Commerce, Community, and
Economic Development for the costs of establishing, maintaining, and administering
the board and the grant program;
(4) matching funds for private and federal grants; and
(5) solicitation of contributions for purposes consistent with

establishment of the fund.

(b) The board may expend private donations for Chinook salmon research and

restorations projects and other uses consistent with the purposes of the fund and in
conformity with the donor’s restrictions.

Sec. 37.14.670. Board™*ggtaMigjml. The Alaska Chinook Salmon Research and
Restoration Endowment Fund Board is established in the Department of Commerce,
Community, and Economic Development.

Sec. 37.14.675. Board members. The board consists of the following
members appointed by the governor:

(1) the commissioner of fish and game or the commissioner's designee;
and

(2) six public members, one residing in each of the following regions
who is engaged in subsistence, personal, commercial, or sport use of Chinook salmon

stocks in the region:

-3- CSSB 205( )
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(A) Southeast Alaska, consisting of all land and water between
Palm Point near Katalla®and Dixon Entrance that are Gulf of Alaska or
mainland drainages; the Guyot Hills; islands in Stephens Passage and Lynn
Canal; Coronation Island, Kuiu Island, Kupreanof Island, Mitkof Island,
Zarembo Island, Kashevarof Island, Woronkofski Island, Etolin Island,
Wrangell Island, Deer Island, Admiralty Island, Baranof Island, Chichagof
Island, Yakobi Island, Inian Island, Lemesurier Island, Pleasant Island,*anak
Island, Wingham lIsland, and Kayak Islanc*and adjacent marine water and land
within three miles ofthe coastline;

(B) Southcentral Alaska, consisting of all land and water in
those drainages south and east of the Alaska Range that drain into the Gulf of
Alaska, Cook Inlet, and Prince William Sound between”Palm Point near
Katalla®and Cook Inlet; the drainage between Redoubt Creek and the northern
boundary of Katmai National Preserve that flows into Shelikof Strait; the
Chitina drainage east to the Canadian border; the drainages into the Delta
River upstream from Falls Creek and Black Rapids Glacier; and adjacent
marine water and land within three miles of the coastline;

(C) Southwest Alaska, consisting of all land and water between
Kennedy Entrance and Cape Newenham that drain into Bristol Bay and the
Bering Sea; the Alaska Peninsula; Hagemeister Island, Walrus Island, Kodiak
Island, Barren Island, Pribilof Island, Unimak Island, and Aleutian Islands; and
adjacent marine water and land within three miles of the coastline;

(D) Western Alaska, consisting of all land and water between
Cape Newenham and the Pastolik River near Kotlik that drain into the Bering
Sea from the Yukon River downstream from a straight line drawn between
Lower Kalskag and Kotlik; the George River drainage; the Kuskokwim River
drainage downstream from the George River drainage; the Holitna River
drainage; the Hoholitna River drainage; and adjacent marine water and land
within three miles of the coastline;

(E) Arctic Alaska, consisting of all land and water between the

Pastolik River near Kotlik and Harrison Bay west of the Ilkillik River drainage

-4-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)|



© o ~N o o M W N R

[EEY
o

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 27-LS13I]\D

that drain into the Arctic Ocean, the Chukchi Sea, Kotzebue Sound, or Norton

Sound; Saint Lawrence Island and adjacent islands; and the adjacent marine

water and land within three miles of the coastline;

(F) Interior Alaska, consisting of all land and water of the

Kuskokwim Riverdrainage upstream from the George River drainage; all
drainages into the east bank of the Robertson River; White River drainage to
the Canadian border; Tozitna River drainage; Yukon River drainage upstream
from the Tozitna River drainage; Hamlin Creek drainage; all drainages into the
south bank of the Yukon River upstream from and including the Charley River
drainage; the Ladue River drainage; Fortymile River drainage; Tanana River
drainage north of the Alaska Range; and the Koyukuk River drainage.

Sec. 37.14.680. Duties of the board, (a) The Alaska Chinook Salmon
Research and Restoration Endowment Fund Board shall administer the grant program.

(b) The board shall

(1) within 90 days after the appointment of the seventh board member,
adopt bylawsgoverning  the board's operation and identify an organization
incorporated in Alaska to support the board in performing its duties;

(2) monitor approved projects for compliance with specific grant
conditions;

(3) keep electronic recordings of each meeting of the board to be made
available on request; and

(4) adopt regulations creating a process for soliciting, awarding, and
monitoring research and restoration grants and ensuring peer review for grant projects;
the board shall consider the process and structure of the North Pacific Research Board
in adopting its regulations.

(c) On February 1 of each year following the calendar year grants are first
awarded, the board shall prepare and submit a report to the governor and make the
report available to the legislature. The report must include, for the last calendar year,

(1) the number of applicants and the number and type of grants
awarded;

(2) the dollar amount of grants awarded;
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(3) the research and restoration projects funded and the results of those
projects;

(4) the expense to administer the fund, the grants, and the board; and

(5) private contributions, if any, to the fund and how those
contributions were used.

Sec. 37.14.685. Review of grants, (a) When reviewing grant applications, the
board shall give weight to the following factors:

(1) whether the Chinook salmon stocks targeted in the grant
application provide a significant commercial, subsistence, sport, or personal use
fishery for Alaska residents;

(2) the importance of the Chinook salmon stocks targeted in the grant
application and the fisheries those stocks support,“based on the dependence of Alaska
residents on the stocks™for nutritional, economic, social, and cultural well-being;

(3) whether the applicant has<experienc§ in administering research or
restoration projects for Chinook salmon;

(4) recommendations of state agencies or organizations involved in
Chinook salmon management in the state.

(b) The board shall give priority to grant applications for research or
restoration projects targeting Chinook salmon stocks that, within the preceding 10

years,

@ were listed by the Department,of Fish and Game as stocks of

concern; ? Uu tkw f
(2) were the subject of a state or federal fisheries disaster declaration;
(3) were closed or significantly restricted for commercial, sport, or

personal use, or restricted for subsistence uses”o”J

Sec. 37.14.695. Definitions. In AS 37.14.650 - 37.14.695,

(4) declined significantly from hi&toric yield levels.

(1) "board" means the Alaska Chinook Salmon Research and
Restoration Endowment Fund Board established undetAS-ffrHr
(2) "Chinook salmon"™ mptms Alaska king salmon of\the genus

Oncorhynchus, species tshawytscha;
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(3) "fund" means the Alaska Chinook salmon research and restoration

endowment fund established under AS 37.14.650;
(4) "grant account" means the Alaska Chinook salmon research and

restoration grant account established under AS 37.14.655.
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Alaska State Legislature
Senator Joe Paskvan

Chair, Labor and Commerce

Vice Chair, Health and Social Services State Capitol Building, Room 7

Member, Joint Armed Services

Member, Transportation Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Member, State Affairs
Phone (907) 465-3709

Fax (907) 465-4714
Senate District E sen.joe.paskvan@legis.state.ak.us

Fairbanks and Fort Wainwright http://paskvan.aksenate.org/

Explanation of Changes - CSSB 208\B vs. SB 208\M

Page 7, line 11:
0 Delete “of a political subdivision”

Page 7, line 16, following “with”:
O Insert “, or while providing services to,”

Page 7, lines 17-20:

0 Delete “Any benefits related to injury or death provided by a responding political
subdivision to an emergency responder, or the heirs and assigns of an emergency
responder, must be included in the true and full value of assistance provided for
the purposes of reimbursement under AS 26.23.530.”

Page 8, line 26, following “subdivision”:
0 Insert “or of a contractor under contract with a responding political subdivision or
a member of a volunteer fire department registered with the state fire marshal that
provides services to the responding political subdivision,”
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SB 205: CHINOOK RESEARCH & RESTORATION ENDOWMENT

Changes from Original Bill (version M) to Blank CS (version D)
P.3, line 29: deleted “from” and inserted “residing in”

P.3 line 30: inserted after “regions”: “who is engaged in subsistence, personal, commercial or
sport use of Chinook salmon stocks in the region”

P. 4, line 26 Deleted “Paimiut” and Inserted “Kotlik”
P.4, line 27 After “the George River drainage;” Inserted “the Holitha River drainage;”

P. 5, line 16 inserted after “operation”: “and identify an organization incorporated in Alaska to
support the board in performing its duties”

P. 5, line 22: deleted “the award of grants similar to the structure and process employed by the
Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative for”

P.5, line 24: inserted: “the board shall consider the process and structure of the North Pacific
Research Board in adopting its regulations”

P. 6, line 9: inserted after “subsistence”: “sport”



P. 6, line 12: deleted “based on the number of Alaska residents dependent on the stocks” and
inserted: “based on the dependence of Alaska residents on the stocks”

P. 6, line 14: deleted “and” and inserted “or”

P. 6, line 18: deleted “and” and inserted “or”
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

SB 205 version D - ALASKA CHINOOK SALMON RESEARCH AND RESTORATION
ENDOWMENT FUND

Section 37.14.650 Establishes the Alaska Chinook salmon research and restoration fund
(hereafter: “the Fund”) in the Dept, of Revenue. The Fund includes appropriations and donations
to the Fund, and income earned on investments of Fund assets. Commissioner of Revenue
manages the Fund sustainably, with a goal of 5% real rate of return. Nothing in this section
creates a dedicated fund.

Section 37.14.655 Establishes the Alaska Chinook salmon research and restoration grant account
(hereafter: “the Grant Account”) in the general fund.

Section 37.14.660 After July 1each year, the Commissioner of Revenue identifies as available
for appropriation to the grant account established under the previous section the greater of: 5% of
the Fund averaged over the 3 preceding years; Vithe Fund’s earnings averaged over the 3
preceding years; or, ifthe Fund is valued at over $50,000,000, the total earnings ofthe Fund for
that year. The legislature may then appropriate to the Grant Account amounts from any of the 3
preceding calculations or from any other source.

Section 37.14.665 Appropriations to the Grant Account may be used for: grants for research and
restoration projects for Alaska Chinook salmon stocks; reimbursement to the Dept, of Revenue
for the costs of establishing or managing the Fund; reimbursement to DCCED for the costs of
establishing and administering the Board and the grant program; matching funds for private and
federal grants; and solicitation of contributions for purposes consistent with establishment of the
Fund. The Board may also expend private donations for uses consistent with purposes of the
Fund.



Section 37.14.670 Establishes the Alaska Chinook Salmon Research and Restoration
Endowment Fund Board (before and hereafter: “the Board”) in DCCED.

Section 37.14.675 Board members appointed by the Governor include: the Commissioner of
Fish & Game; six public members, one each residing in Alaska’s Southeast, Southcentral,
Southwest, Western, Arctic, and Interior regions, who are engaged in subsistence, personal,
commercial, or sport use of Chinook salmon.

Section 37.14.680 The Board shall administer the Grant Program. W ithin 90 days after the
appointment ofthe last Board member, the Board shall adopt bylaws governing its operation and
identify an organization incorporated in Alaska to support the Board in performing its duties.
The Board shall also: monitor projects for compliance; keep electronic recordings of each
meeting; and adopt regulations creating a process for soliciting, awarding, and monitoring grants
(the Board shall consider the North Pacific Research Board while adopting these regulations).

On February 1ofeach year, the Board shall prepare a report for the Governor and Legislature
that includes: the number of applicants and types of grants awarded; dollar amount of grants
awarded; projects funded and results of those projects; expense to administer the Fund, the
grants, and the Board; and how any private contributions were expended.

Section 37.14.685 When reviewing grant applications, the Board shall consider: whether the
Chinook salmon targeted in the grant are significant to Alaskans; whether the applicant has
appropriate experience; and the recommendations of state agencies or organizations involved in
Chinook salmon management.

The Board shall give priority to grants that target Chinook salmon stocks that were, within the
previous ten years: listed by Dept, of Fish & Game as stocks of concern; subject to a state or
federal fisheries disaster declaration; closed or significantly restricted; or declined significantly
from historic yields.

Section 37.14.695 Lists four definitions that are already apparent in the foregoing.
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HB::"/SB .. s Proposed Regions for the Public Members of the Alaska Chinook
Salmon Research and Endowment Fund Board as
Requested by Rep. Bob Herron's Office



Jeff Stepp

From: Tempel, Esther (DNR) <esther.tempel@alaska.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2012 10:39 AM

To: Jeff Stepp

Subject: SRES hearing today

Hi Jeff,

Just a FYI, we’'ll have afew people available for questions on afew bills up today.

For SB 181, we’'ll have Wyn Menefee, Dep. Director of Mining, Land and Water available in person. Online, we would
like to have Adam Smith available for technical questions in case they come up. He is the Natural Resource Manager
ofthe South-central Region Land Office. Can | give him the teleconference number?

For SB 158, we’'ll have Chris Maisch, Director of Forestry available in person.

Thanks alot!
Esther

EstherChaTempel
Legislative Liaison

Office ofthe Commissioner
Department of Natural Resources
(907) 465-4730

esther.tempel @alaska.gov
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