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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SPONSOR STATEMENT  

SJR 19 -  Constitutional Amendment: Redistricting Board

Senate Joint Resolution 19 would amend Article VI, Section 8 of the Alaska Constitution, 
pertaining to the Redistricting Board. This constitutional amendm ent would transform both the  
selection process and the composition of the Redistricting Board. The current selection process 
has consistently resulted in redistricting plans that favor the political party in power at the time. 
This does Alaskans a disservice.

Instead of an appointed Redistricting Board, SJR 19 would implement a new process of board 
members being selected by lottery. It would also increase the number of members from five to  
fourteen. The Redistricting Board would have equal representation from all political parties, 
consisting of:

Five who are registered with the largest political party in the state
Five who are registered with the second largest political party in the state
Four members who are not affiliated with either o f the tw o largest political parties in
the state

The members of the Board would be selected from a pool established by the Division of 
Elections. The pool o f sixty registered voters would consist o f fifteen from each of Alaska's four 
judicial districts. To qualify for the pool, the individual must have voted in the preceding four 
general elections in Alaska and must not have changed their political affiliation during that 
tim e. The pool would be made up of three subdivisions: one-third would be affiliated with the 
largest political party in the state based on registration, one-third would be affiliated with the  
second largest political party, and one-third would be unaffiliated with either of the tw o largest 
political parties.

From that pool o f sixty, the Division of Elections would use a lottery system to  select tw o board 
members from each judicial district. The eight members chosen by lottery will then select the  
remaining six members from the pool established in accordance with composition 
requirements.

The drawing of legislative district boundaries should be as non-partisan as possible. The 
composition of the Board is the key to this effort. SJR 19 would ensure that the members of the  
Redistricting Board draw fair, balanced district boundaries that best serve Alaskans.
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FISC A L  N O TE

Analysis

STA TE O F  A L A SK A  B IL L  NO. SJR19
2012 L E G ISL A T IV E  SE SSIO N

P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  2 0 1 2  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t .  T h e  c o s t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  i n  t h e  O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t ,  a s  

r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  1 5 . 5 8 ,  i s  $ 1 . 5 .  S h o u l d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u i r e  p r i n t i n g  a n  8 - 1 / 2  b y  1 8  i n c h  b a l l o t ,  t h e  

c o s t  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t o  $ 2 2 . 0 .
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R e d i s t r i c t i n g  B o a r d

A la sk a  C o n s t i t u t io n  A r t ic le  VI, S e c t io n  8  v s .  SJR 1 9

Article VI, Section 8 SJR 19
Number of Members 5 14
Residency Requirement For at least one year N/A (see prior election 

participation)
Prior Election Participation N/A Voted in the last four general 

elections in Alaska
Duration of Political Party 
Affiliation

N/A Unchanged in last four general 
elections

Exclusion(s) No public employees or officials N/A
Process/Composition APPOINTMENT

• Two by governor
•  One by presiding officer o f 

Senate
•  One by presiding officer o f 

House
•  One by chief justice o f the 

Supreme Court

SELECTION
•  Five from  largest political 

party
•  Five from  second largest 

political party
•  Four not affiliated w ith either 

o f tw o largest political parties

(8 selected by lottery, 6 selected by 
board)

Judicial District Requirement At least one from  each judicial 
district

At least tw o  from  each judicial 
district

Future Candidacy for Legislature Not in the general election 
follow ing the adoption o f the plan

Not until after next census and 
another final redistricting plan has 
been adopted
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