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C h a n g e s  i n  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  8 2

The Senate Judiciary Committee adopted an amendment requested by the 
Department o f Law. It provides:

* conforming amendments (to changes made by last year’s House Bill 126) which 
permit the Department, a guardian, parent or custodian acting on behalf o f a child to 
apply for custody to the age of 21 in one-year periods, if the extensions are in the 
best interests o f the child and the child consents to it.

* a requirement that when custody of a child in the care of the department is due to 
expire, the department will file notice with the court 30 days before the date of 
release and provide that notice to all parties -- including the child -  if the child is 16 
years of age or older unless all parties have agreed to a shorter notice period.
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CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 82(JUD)

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A  

T W E N T Y -S E V E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - F IR S T  S E SS IO N

BY THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsor(s): SENATOR DAVIS

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the procedures and jurisdiction of the Department of Health and 

Social Services for the care of children who are in state custody; relating to court 

jurisdiction and findings pertaining to children who are in state custody; and modifying 

the licensing requirements for foster care."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. T he u n co d ified  law  o f  the  S tate o f  A lask a  is am ended  by  add ing  a n ew  section 

to  read:

S H O R T  T IT L E . T h is A c t m ay be k now n  as the  A lask a  F oster F am ily  P ro tec tio n  Act.

* Sec. 2. A S 47.10.080(7) is am ended  to read:

(/) W ith in  12 m on ths afte r the date  a ch ild  en ters foster ca re  as calcu lated  

u n d er A S 4 7 .1 0 .0 8 8 (f), th e  cou rt shall ho ld  a p erm an en cy  hearing . T he hearing  and 

p erm an en t p lan  d ev e lo p ed  in the  hearing  are g overned  by the fo llo w in g  prov isions:

(1) th e  persons en titled  to  be heard  u nder A S 4 7 .10 .070  or u nder (f) o f  

th is  sec tio n  are also  en titled  to  be heard  a t the  h earing  held  u nder th is  subsection ;
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(2) w h en  estab lish ing  th e  p erm an en t p lan  fo r the  ch ild , th e  co u rt shall 

m ake ap p ro p ria te  w ritten  find ings, in c lu d in g  find ings re la ted  to  w h e th e r

(A ) and  w h en  th e  ch ild  shou ld  be re tu rn ed  to  the  paren t or

guard ian ;

(B) the ch ild  shou ld  be  p laced  fo r ad o p tio n  or legal 

g u ard ian sh ip  and  w hether a  p e titio n  for te rm ination  o f  paren ta l righ ts should  be 

filed  by  the  departm en t; and

(C ) there is a compelling reason that the most appropriate 

placement for the  ch ild  is [S H O U L D  B E  P L A C E D ] in  an o th er p lanned, 

p e rm an en t liv in g  arrangem en t and the department has recommended the 

arrangement under AS 47.14.100(p): the findings under this paragraph 

must include the steps that [A N D  W H A T  STE PS] are necessa ry  to  achieve 

the  n ew  arrangem ent;

(3) i f  the  court is u n ab le  to  m ake a  find ing  requ ired  u n d er (2 ) o f  th is 

subsec tion , the  co u rt shall ho ld  ano ther h ea rin g  w ith in  a reasonab le  p erio d  o f  tim e;

(4) in  add ition  to  the  fin d in g s requ ired  by (2) o f  th is  subsec tion , the 

cou rt shall a lso  m ak e  appropria te  w ritten  find ings re la ted  to

(A ) w h e th e r th e  d epartm en t has m ade the  reaso n ab le  efforts 

req u ired  u n d e r A S 4 7 .10 .086  to  o ffer appropriate  fam ily  su p p o rt serv ices to 

rem ed y  th e  p aren t's  o r gu ard ian 's  conduct o r  cond itions in  the  hom e th a t m ade 

the ch ild  a ch ild  in  need  o f  aid  u n d er th is  chapter;

(B) w he ther th e  p aren t o r guard ian  has m ad e  substan tial 

p ro g ress  to  rem ed y  the p aren t's  o r  guard ian 's conduct o r co n d itio n s in  the  hom e 

th a t m ad e  th e  ch ild  a ch ild  in  n eed  o f  aid  u nder th is  chapter;

(C ) i f  the p erm an en t p lan  is for the ch ild  to  rem ain  in  out-of- 

h o m e-care , w he ther the  ch ild 's  ou t-o f-hom e p lacem en t con tinues to  be 

ap p ro p ria te  and  in  the b est in terests  o f  the  child; and

(D ) w h e th e r th e  d ep artm en t has m ade reaso n ab le  effo rts to  

fin a lize  the  p erm an en t p lan  fo r th e  ch ild ;

(5) th e  cou rt shall ho ld  a  hearing  to rev iew  the  p erm an en t p lan  at least 

an n u a lly  u n til successfu l im p lem en ta tio n  o f  the p lan ; i f  the  p lan  approved  by the  court
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changes a fte r th e  hearing , the d ep a rtm en t shall p ro m p tly  ap p ly  to  th e  cou rt fo r another 

p erm an en cy  hearing , and  the  co u rt sha ll conduct the  h ea rin g  w ith in  30 days after 

ap p lica tio n  by  th e  departm ent.

* Sec. 3. A S  4 7 .1 0 .0 8 0  is am ended  b y  add ing  a  new  subsec tion  to  read:

(w ) T he co u rt shall reco g n ize  a  p resu m p tio n  th a t m ain ten an ce  o f  a  sib ling 

re la tio n sh ip , includ ing  w ith  a  s ib ling  w h o  is re la ted  by  b lood , m arriage , o r adop tion  

th ro u g h  one  paren t, is in  a ch ild 's  b es t in terest.

* Sec. 4. A S  4 7 .1 0 .1 0 0  is am ended  to  read:

Sec. 47.10.100. Retention of jurisdiction over child [MINOR], (a) T he court 

re ta in s ju risd ic tio n  o v er the case  and m ay  at any tim e  stay  execu tion , m odify , set 

aside, rev o k e , o r en large a  ju d g m e n t o r order, or g ran t a  n ew  hearing , in  the exercise 

o f  its p o w er o f  p ro tec tio n  over th e  child [M IN O R ] and  fo r th e  child's [M IN O R 'S] best 

in terest, fo r a  p e rio d  o f  tim e n o t to  exceed  tw o years o r in  any  ev en t ex tend  past the 

day the  child reaches [M IN O R  B E C O M E S] 19 years of age, un less sooner 

d isch arg ed  by  th e  court, ex cep t th a t the  departm ent m ay  app ly  fo r and  the  cou rt m ay 

g ran t an  ad d itio n a l on e-y ear p e rio d  o f  custody or superv ision  p as t [A G E] 19 years of 

age and additional one-year periods of custody that do not extend beyond the 

person's 21st birthday i f  co n tin u ed  custody or superv ision  is in  the  best in terests o f  

the  p e rso n  an d  the  p e rso n  co n sen ts  to  it. A n app lica tion  fo r any  o f  th ese  pu rp o ses  m ay 

b e  m ad e  b y  th e  paren t, guard ian , o r  custod ian  acting in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  child [M IN O R ], 

o r th e  co u rt m ay , on  its ow n m o tio n , an d  afte r reaso n ab le  no tice  to  in terested  parties 

and  the  ap p ro p ria te  dep artm en t, tak e  ac tion  tha t it considers appropriate .

(b ) I f  the  cou rt de term in es at a  hearing  au tho rized  by  (a) o f  th is  sec tion  that 

the department has complied with the requirements for release of a child under 

AS 47.14.100(ql and that it is  in [FO R ] the best in terests  o f  th e  child [M IN O R ] to  be 

re leased  to  the  child's own custody, or to the care  o r cu sto d y  o f  the  child's 

[M IN O R 'S ] paren t, guard ian , o r  custod ian , it shall [M A Y ] en te r an  order to  th a t effect 

and  the  child [M IN O R ] is d isch arg ed  from  the contro l o f  th e  departm ent.

(c) I f  a child [M IN O R ] is ad jud ica ted  a  child  in  n eed  o f  a id  before the  child's 

[M IN O R 'S ] 18th b irthday , the  co u rt m ay  re ta in  ju risd ic tio n  over th e  child [M IN O R ] 

a fte r the  child's [M IN O R 'S] 18th b irthday  for the p u rp o se  o f  superv ising  the  child
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[M IN O R ], bu t the  court's  ju risd ic tio n  o v e r the m in o r u n d er th is  chap ter n ev er ex tends 

b ey o n d  the child's [M IN O R 'S ] 19th b irthday , ex cep t th a t th e  d epartm en t m ay  app ly  

for and  the court m ay  g ran t an  ad d itio n a l o n e-y ear p e rio d  o f  custody or superv ision  

p as t [A G E] 19 years of age and additional one-year periods of custody that do not 

extend beyond the person's 21st birthday i f  co n tin u ed  custody or superv ision  is in  

the  b est in terests o f  th e  p erso n  and  th e  p erso n  co n sen ts  to  it. T he departm en t m ay 

re ta in  ju risd ic tio n  over a ch ild  [B E T W E E N  T H E  C H IL D 'S  18TH  A N D  19TH 

B IR T H D A Y S  F O R  T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  S U P E R V IS IN G  T H E  C H IL D ,] i f  the ch ild  

has b een  p laced  in the custody or u n d er the sup erv is io n  o f  th e  departm en t befo re the 

ch ild 's  18th b irthday , ex cep t th a t the  d ep a rtm en t m ay  ap p ly  for and  the  cou rt m ay  

g ran t an  add itional on e-y ear p e rio d  o f  custody or su p erv is io n  p ast [A G E] 19 years of 

age and additional one-year periods of custody that do not extend beyond the 

person's 21st birthday i f  co n tin u ed  custody o r  su p erv is io n  is in  the b est in terests o f  

th e  p e rso n  and  the p erso n  co n sen ts  to  it.

* Sec. 5. A S 4 7 .14 .100(m ) is am en d ed  to  read:

(m ) P rim a facie ev id en ce  o f  good  cause  n o t to  p lace  a  ch ild  w ith  an adu lt 

fam ily  m em ber o r fam ily  fr ien d  u n d er A S 4 7 .1 0 .088(i) o r  u nder (e) o f  th is section  

in c lu d es the fa ilu re  to  m eet th e  req u irem en ts  fo r a  fo s te r ca re  license u nder A S 47.32 

and  reg u la tio n s  adop ted  u n d er A S 4 7 .3 2 , taking into account a waiver, variance, or 

exemption allowed under A S  47.32.030(a)(3! and 47.32.032. P rim a facie  ev idence 

o f  good  cause no t to  p lace  a  ch ild  w ith  an  adu lt fam ily  m em b er or adu lt fam ily  friend  

does n o t include p o v erty  o r inad eq u a te  o r cro w d ed  h o u sin g . I f  the departm en t denies a 

req u est fo r p lacem en t w ith  an  ad u lt fam ily  m em b er o r a  fam ily  friend , the  departm ent 

shall in fo rm  the  ad u lt fam ily  m em b er o r fam ily  fr ien d  o f  the  basis fo r the  denial and 

th e  rig h t to  req u est a h ea rin g  to  rev iew  the  d ec ision . A  n o n -p a rty  adu lt fam ily  m em ber 

o r fam ily  friend  req u estin g  a  rev iew  h earing  u n d er A S  4 7 .1 0 .088(i) o r u n d er (e) o f  this 

sec tio n  is no t elig ib le  for p u b lic ly  appo in ted  legal counse l.

* Sec. 6. A S  4 7 .14 .100  is am ended  b y  add ing  new  su b sec tio n s to  read:

(o) E x cep t as p ro v id ed  in  (p) and  (q) o f  th is  sec tion , the departm en t shall 

co n tin u e  to  search  fo r a su itab le  adop tive  o r p e rm an en t legal guard iansh ip  fo r a ch ild  

w h o  is in  the custody  o f  th e  s ta te  and  w ho is u n d er 18 y ea rs  o f  age.
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(p) T he d ep artm en t m ay  reco m m en d  to  th e  cou rt ano ther p lanned  perm anen t 

liv ing  a rran g em en t fo r a  ch ild  w ho  is in  sta te  cu sto d y  on ly  i f

( 1 ) the  ch ild  is 16 years o f  age o r o lder;

(2) the  d ep a rtm en t has u n su ccessfu lly  m ad e in tensive effo rts to  find a 

p erm an en t p lacem en t fo r the  ch ild ; and

(3) th e  departm en t, a fte r co n sid erin g  reun ifica tion , adop tion , legal 

g uard iansh ip , or p e rm an en t p lacem en t w ith  a  fit and  w illin g  re la tive , d e term in es that 

th ere  is a  com pelling  reaso n  th a t the m o st ap p ro p ria te  p erm anency  p lan  fo r th e  ch ild  is 

p lacem en t in  an o th er p lan n ed  p e rm an en t liv in g  arrangem en t, and the departm ent 

do cu m en ts fo r the co u rt the  com pelling  reaso n  fo r th e  alternate  plan.

(q) T he d ep a rtm en t m ay  re lease  from  sta te  custody  a  ch ild  w ho  has been 

co m m itted  to  the  cu sto d y  o f  th e  d epartm en t, b e fo re  the  custody  is ordered  to  end, only 

i f

( 1 ) th e  ch ild , i f  the  ch ild  is o v er 16 years o f  age and  ava ilab le , and the 

gu ard ian  ad  litem  are n o tified  n o t less th an  30 d ay s befo re  a  m o tion  fo r re lease  is filed 

u n less  the p arties  ag ree  to  a sho rte r n o tice  period ;

(2) th e  d ep a rtm en t files  a m o tio n  w ith  the  court for re lease  o f  state 

cu sto d y  th a t desc rib es  th e  reaso n s the  re lease  is in  th e  b est in terest o f  the  ch ild ; and

(3) a  co u rt m ak es a w ritten  find ing  th a t re lease  from  state cu sto d y  is in 

the  b e s t in te re st o f  the  ch ild .

(r) W hen  cu sto d y  o f  a  ch ild  w ho  has been  com m itted  to the  custody  o f  the 

d ep a rtm en t is due to  exp ire , th e  d ep a rtm en t shall file  a  no tice  o f  re lease  w ith  the  court 

30  days b e fo re  the  da te  o f  re lease  un less the p artie s  agree to  a  sho rter n o tice  period  

and  d is trib u te  the  n o tice  to  th e  parties, in c lu d in g  th e  ch ild  i f  the ch ild  is 16 years o f  

age o r o ld e r and  ava ilab le .

(s) T he d ep a rtm en t shall m ake reaso n ab le  effo rts  to  p lace  sib lings in  the  sam e 

p lacem en t i f  th e  s ib lin g s  are re s id in g  in  the  sam e h o m e w hen  tak en  in to  the  custody  o f  

th e  d epartm en t. I f  s ib lings are no t p laced  to g e th e r a fte r reasonab le  effo rts  h av e  been 

m ade, the  case  su p erv iso r fo r the d iv is io n  w ith  re sp o n sib ility  o v er the custody  o f  

ch ild ren  shall d o cu m en t in  the file  the effo rts  th a t w ere  m ade and the reaso n  separating  

th e  sib lings fo r p lacem en t pu rposes is in  the  b es t in te rest o f  the ch ild ren . In  this
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subsec tion , "sib ling" m eans tw o  o r m o re  persons w h o  are re la ted  by  b lo o d , adoption, 

o r m arriage as a  ch ild  o f  one or bo th  paren ts .

(t) A s used  in  (p) o f  th is section , "com pelling  reason" m ay  include 

c ircu m stan ces in  w h ich

( 1 ) the  ch ild  has sp ec ifica lly  requested  th a t em an c ip a tio n  be

estab lished ;

(2) a  p aren t and  ch ild  h av e  a s ig n ifican t bond , b u t th e  p aren t is unable 

to  care fo r the  ch ild  because  o f  an  em o tio n al o r physical d isab ility , and  th e  child 's 

fo ste r p a ren ts  h av e  com m itted  to  ra is in g  the  ch ild  to  the  age o f  m ajo rity  and to  

fac ilita tin g  v is ita tio n  w ith  the  d isab led  paren t.

(u) In  th is  section , "ano ther p lan n ed  p erm an en t liv ing  a rrangem en t"  m eans a 

p erm an en t liv in g  a rran g em en t for a  ch ild  w ho  is com m itted  to  th e  cu sto d y  o f  the 

d ep artm en t u n d er A S 4 7 .10 .080(c )(1 ) th a t  is an a lternative  to  p erm an en t p lacem en t 

w ith  an  adu lt fam ily  m em ber, and  to  reu n ifica tio n , adop tion , and legal guard iansh ip .

* Sec. 7. A S  4 7 .32  is am en d ed  by  add ing  a  n e w  section  to  read:

Sec. 47.32.032. Foster care license; variance, (a) T he d ep a rtm en t shall 

s tream lin e  th e  ap p lica tio n  and  licen sin g  p ap e rw o rk  n ecessary  fo r a p e rso n  to  be 

ap p ro v ed  as a  fo s te r p a ren t o r re la tiv e  p lacem en t to  the  ex ten t co n sis ten t w ith  federal 

law .

(b) T h e  d ep artm en t shall app rove  a variance  o f  the  app licab le  b u ild in g  code 

req u irem en ts  fo r licen su re  o f  a fo ste r ca re  hom e to  the ex ten t perm itted  by  federal law  

i f  an  ap p lican t d o es  no t m eet the  req u irem en ts  at th e  tim e o f  in spection  and

( 1 ) the  hom e design  and  construc tion  is consisten t w ith  h o m es located 

in  th e  com m unity ; and

(2 ) the  hom e is o th erw ise  a  safe  env ironm en t for a  child .
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A M E N D M E N T $  (

O F F E R E D  IN T H E  S E N A T E  

TO : C S S S S B  82(H S S )

Page 3, lines 16 - 17:

D ele te  "[A N ] ad d itio n a l one-year periods [P E R IO D ] o f  su p erv isio n  past [A G E ] 19 

years of age that do not extend beyond the person’s 21st birthday i f  continued"

Insert "an ad d itio n a l o n e-y ear period  o f  custody or superv ision  past [A G E] 19 years 

of age and additional one-year periods of custody that do not extend beyond the person's 

21st birthday i f  co n tin u ed  custody or"

Page 3, line 20:

D ele te "m inor"

Insert "child [M IN O R ]"

Page 4, lines 3 - 5 :

D ele te  "[A N ] ad d itio n a l o ne-year periods [P E R IO D ] o f  superv ision  past [A G E ] 19 

years of age that do not extend beyond the person's 21st birthday if  continued"

Insert "an add itional o n e-y ear period  o f  custody or superv ision  p ast [A G E] 19 years 

of age and additional one-year periods of custody that do not extend beyond the person's 

21st birthday i f  co n tin u ed  custody or"

Page 4, line 8, fo llow ing  "p laced":

Insert "in the custody or"

Page 4, lines 10 - 13:

D elete "[A N ] ad d itio n a l one-year periods [P E R IO D ] o f  superv ision  past [A G E ] 19
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years of age that do not extend beyond the person's 21st birthday i f  con tinued"

Insert "an add itional on e-y ear period  o f  custody or superv ision  p ast [A G E] 19 years

of age and additional one-year periods of custody that do not extend beyond the person's

21st birthday i f  co n tin u ed  custody or"

Page 5, lines 10 - 11:

D ele te  "U nless th e  ch ild , dep artm en t, an d  guard ian  ad litem  ag ree  to  a re lease  from

cu sto d y  w ith o u t a m o tio n  and  w ith  less th an  30  days' no tice, the"

Insert "The"

Page 5, line 12:

D ele te  "w ho is u n d e r 19 years o f  age"

Page 5, line 13, fo llo w in g  "departm ent":

I n s e r t ", befo re  the  da te  custody  is o rd e red  to  end,"
I (

P age 5, line 14, fo llo w in g  "is":

In sert "over 16 years o f  age and"

Page 5, line 15, fo llo w in g  "filed":

Inse rt "unless the  p a rtie s  agree to a sh o rte r no tice period"

P age 5, fo llo w in g  line 19:

In sert a new  su b sec tio n  to  read:

"(r) W h en  cu sto d y  o f  a ch ild  w h o  has been  com m itted  to the custody  o f  the 

d ep a rtm en t is due to  expire , th e  d ep a rtm en t shall file  a no tice o f  re lease  w ith  the court 

30 days befo re  the  date  o f  re lease  un less the  parties agree to  a sh o rte r no tice  period 

and  d is trib u te  the no tice  to the  parties, includ ing  the ch ild  i f  the ch ild  is 16 years o f  

age o r o ld er and ava ilab le ."

R ele tte r th e  fo llo w in g  su b sec tio n s  acco rd ing ly .
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Explanation for revisions on page 3. lines 16-18 and page 4. lines 3-5 and 10-12:

E ach  line allow s for “add itional periods o f  superv ision  past age 19 that do no t extend 
b eyond  the p e rso n ’s 2 U l b irth d ay .” T h is language needs to be am ended  as it is in conflic t 
w ith  A S 47 .1 0 .0 8 0 (c )(2 ) w h ich  a llow s for on ly  one additional period  o f  superv ision  
b eyond  the ch ild ’s 19th b irthday.

I f  sec tion  4 in H B  33 passes as w ritten , w ithout also  am ending  A S 4 7 .10 .080(c)(2 )(B ), 
there  w ou ld  be a con flic t betw een  AS 4 7 .1 0 .0 8 0 (c )(2 ) and A S 47 .10 .100 . as am ended, 
s ince  A S  47 .1 0 .1 0 0  w ould  a llo w  superv ision  until the 21st b irthday  and A S 
4 7 .1 0 .0 8 0 (c )(2 ) w ould  allow  su p erv isio n  on ly  until the 20 th b irthday.

T h is  rev is io n  fix es th is  con flic t by d is tin g u ish in g  betw een  superv ision  (up  until the 20 th 
b irth d ay ) and  cu sto d y  (up  until the 2 1 st b irthday).

E x p lan a tio n  for rev is io n s  on page 5, lines 10-11 and line 15 :

T he bill no w  says: “U n less  the  child , d epartm en t, and  guard ian  ad litem  agree to a re lease 
from  custody  w ith o u t a  m o tio n  and w ith  less than  30 days' no tice , . . . ” . I f  O C S seeks to 
re lease  custody  p rio r to the  tim e  custody  ends p e r court order, it is seek in g  to m odify  the 
co u rt order. T his b ill w ould  a llo w  the p arties  to agree to m od ify  a court o rder w ithout 
co u rt ac tio n , bu t on ly  the cou rt can  m odify  its ea rlie r order. T his cou ld  be  fixed  by ju s t 
rem o v in g  the  w ords “w ith o u t a m o tio n .” H ow ever, I th ink  add ing  th e  w ords “un less the 
p arties  ag ree  to a sh o rte r no tice  p e rio d ” to  the  end o f  line 15 is a c leaner w ay to  say this.

E x p lan a tio n  for rev is io n s  on page 5, line 12:

T h is sec tion  allow s a ch ild  u nder 19 years o f  age to  be no tified  befo re  the state  seeks to 
re lease  cu stody , but sh o u ld n ’t it also  apply  to  the over 19- under 21 g roup? D o n ’t they 
w an t ad v an ce  no tice  to o ?  I f  th ey  do, th is  rev ision  w ould  a llow  all ch ild ren  to receive 
ad v an ce  notice.

E x p lan a tio n  for rev isions on page 5, line 13 and  the new' ( r ) :

T here  are tw o  w ays to  re lease  a  ch ild  from  state custody : (1) custody  au tom atically  lapses 
because  the  tim e the cou rt o rdered  custody  to  end has arrived; and  (2) O C S seeks to 
re lease  cu sto d y  p rio r to  the  tim e the cou rt o rdered  custody  to  end. T his b ill requ ires a 
m o tio n  to  be filed in e ith e r situation . It is bad  po licy  to  ask the court for p e rm issio n  to 
re lease  custody  w hen custody  au to m atica lly  lapses because ( 1 ) it uses ju d ic ia l resources 
u nnecessarily ; (2 ) it inco rrectly  suggests that the cou rt has the p ow er not to  extend 
custody  (on ly  O C S o r the G A L  can file a petition  to ex tend  custody). A be tte r so lu tion  is 
to req u ire  O C S to file a no tice  o f  re lease w hen  custody  au tom atically  lapses (the new; 
p roposed  (r)) and a m o tion  to  re lease w hen custody  before custody  is set to end. Such a 
rev ision  w ould  still acco m p lish  the purpose o f  this bill (to w arn an  o lder child  that 
custody  is ending).



Explanation for revisions on page 5, line 14:

A s w e heard  du rin g  pub lic  testim ony  from  the youth  foster care advocate  in A nchorage  (1 
d id n ’t ca tch  h er n am e), the po in t o f  subsec tion  (q) is to avoid  a  young  adult being  
re leased  to th e ir ow n care w ith  no w arn ing  that state  custody  is ending. T his bill now  
requ ires n o tice  to  all ch ild ren  u nder 19, but I p ropose to  lim it no tice to 16 or older.

H e re ’s w hy: O C S w ou ld  never re lease custody  o f  a ch ild  u nder age 18 to  h is/her se lf  
(u n less in the  rare  case  tha t a 16+-year-o ld  is em ancipated , but that ch ild  w ould  already 
be invo lved  since the  ch ild  is the p e titio n er in em anc ipation  cases). It serves no purpose 
to  no tify  a y o u n g  ch ild  -  for exam ple , a 2-year-o ld  -  p rio r to  O C S filing  a m o tion  to 
re lease  tha t ch ild  to  th e ir paren ts. G iv ing  notice to  the c h ild ’s G A L , w ho rep resen ts  the 
ch ild ’s best in terests , shou ld  be su ffic ien t fo r ch ildren  under age 16.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate 
Health & Social 

Committee 
Chair

Senate 
Education Committee 

Vice-Chair

S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  D a v i s

Date: March 21,2011

To: Senator Hollis French
Chair, Judiciary

From: Senator Bettye Davis

RE: Request for Hearing - SB82 -  Foster Care Licensing/State Custody “An Act
relating to the procedures and jurisdiction of the Department of Health and Social 
Services for the care of children who are in state custody; relating to court 
jurisdiction and findings pertaining to children who are in state custody; and 
modifying the licensing requirements for foster care.”

S en a to r F rench ,

Y o u  cu rren tly  h av e  in  y o u r p o ssessio n  SB 82 -  F o ste r C are L icen sin g /S ta te  C ustody . SB 82 m irro rs  H B 33, 
a  b ill th a t w as o rig in a lly  in tro d u ced  b y  R ep resen ta tiv e  L es G ara. I w as a sk ed  to  in tro d u ce  leg is la tio n  tha t 
m irro red  H B 33 in  an  effo rt to  get th is  im p o rtan t b ill m o v in g  an d  h o p efu lly  passed .

S B 82  m o d ifies  v a rio u s p ro v is io n s  in  T itle  47, m ak in g  sm all b u t very  s ig n ifican t ch an g es th a t p rio ritize  the 
n eed s o f  y o u th  in  fo ste r care. T h is  leg is la tio n  ad d resses  p erm an en t p lan n in g  fo r ch ild ren  in  cu sto d y  u n d er 
“A n o th e r P lan n ed  P erm an en t L iv in g  A rran g em en t (A P P L A );” m o d ifies  licen sin g  p ro ced u res; ou tlines 
co u rt req u irem en ts  fo r re lease  o r te rm in a tio n  o f  cu sto d y  b y  the  courts; o u tlin es  “co m p ellin g  re aso n ” 
stan d ard s fo r y o u th  w ith  A P P L A  p erm an en cy  goals; and  p ro v id es  a  p ro v is io n  to  sup p o rt p lacem en t o f  
s ib lin g s  in to  th e  sam e fo s te r hom e.

T his leg is la tio n  is su p p o rted  b y  the  d ep a rtm en t an d  ca rries a  zero  fisca l no te. I w o u ld  g rea tly  app recia te  
y o u r co n sid era tio n  in  sch ed u lin g  th is  im p o rtan t b ill fo r h earing  as soon  as p o ssib le . P lease  le t m e k n o w  i f  
y o u  h av e  any  questions.

T h an k  you.

Session: (January -  April)
State Capitol, Room #30, Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Phone: (907) 465-3822 • Fax: (907) 465-3756 • Toll Free: (800) 770-3822

Interim: (April -  December)
716 West 4th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 ■ Phone: (907) 269-0144 - Fax: (907) 269-0148

Senator Bettye Davis@legis.state.ak.us 
http://www.aksenate.org/
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S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  D a v i s

Senate Bill 82 "An Act relating to the procedures and jurisdiction of the Department of Health and Social Services 
for the care of children who are in state custody; relating to court jurisdiction and findings pertaining to children 
who are in state custody; and modifying the licensing requirements for foster care."

S enate  B ill 82 m o d ifies  v ario u s p ro v is io n s in  T itle  47 by  m ak in g  sm all, b u t v ery  sig n ifican t ch an g es that
b e tte r  p rio ritize  the  needs o f  fo ste r ch ild ren . T his leg isla tion  seeks to:

1. Achieve Permanency for Older Children in Foster Care -  P erm an en cy  fo r ch ild ren  in  O C S 
cu sto d y  is b es t ach ieved  th ro u g h  reu n ifica tio n  w ith  the  ch ild ’s paren t, o r fa ilin g  tha t op tion , th ro u g h  
ad o p tio n  o r guard iansh ip . I f  th ese  th ree  op tions are n o t ava ilab le , an o th er fo rm  o f  p erm an en cy  is 
th ro u g h  A P P L A  (“A n o th e r P lan n ed  P erm anen t L iv ing  A rran g em en t”). T h is  b ill seeks to  m ak e sure 
th e  A P P L A  o p tion  is no t chosen  u n necessarily  by  p rov id in g  gu idelines fo r b o th  O C S and  the  co u rt as 
to  w h en  A P P L A  shou ld  be  used.

2. Presumption to Keep Siblings Together -  A lthough  O C S attem pts to  keep  sib lin g s to g e th er w hen  
th ey  en ter fo s te r care, th is  b ill c reates a statu tory  p resu m p tio n  th a t sib lings be p laced  in  the sam e hom e 
w h en  p o ssib le  and  w hen  such  a  p lacem en t is in the  s ib lin g s’ b est in terest. W hen  the  ch ild ren  can n o t 
b e  in  the  sam e hom e, th is  b ill req u ires an  O CS superv iso r to  do cu m en t in  the  file  the  effo rts m ad e  and  
the  reason  fo r th e  separation .

3. Early Release of Custody - W hen  O C S files a  m o tio n  to  re lease  a ch ild  from  state  custody  b efo re  the 
cu sto d y  o rd e r exp ires, th is  b ill requ ires O C S and  the cou rt to  take ex tra  steps to  ensure the  ch ild  and  
G u ard ian  ad  L item  have am ple  no tice  o f  the m o tio n  an d  tha t the re lease  is in  th e  ch ild ’s best in terest.

4. Foster Home Licensing Variance Process - I f  a  po ten tia l fo ste r hom e can n o t m ee t the bu ild ing  
co d es  req u ired  to  be a  licensed  foster hom e, th is bill a llow s a  variance to be g ran ted  i f  th e  hom e is 
co n sis ten t w ith  co n stru c tio n  o f  o ther hom es in  the  com m unity  and  is o th erw ise  a  safe en v iro n m en t for

5. Streamlining Application Process for Foster Parents
T h is  b ill requ ires tha t paperw o rk  requ ired  for foster paren t licensing  be  stream lined  as m uch  as 
possib le .

6 . Housekeeping -  T he bill includes som e m inor changes to a  sta tu te  to  m ake it co n sis ten t w ith  last 
y e a r’s leg isla tio n  to ex ten d  foster care to  age 2 1 .

SPONSOR STATEMENT

th e  ch ild .

http://www.aksenate.org/


F I S C A L  N O T E

S TA T E  O F A LA SK A  Fiscal Note Number: 1
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N  Bill Version: CSSSSB 82(HSS)

(S) Publish Date: 3/18/11__________

Identifier (file name): SSSB082-DHSS-FLSW-03-11-11________________________ Dept. Affected:______ Health and Social Services
Title  Foster Care Licensing/State Custody_____________Appropriation: _________ Children's Services
_______________________________________________________________________ Allocation: Front Line Social Workers______
Sponsor ________________________ Sen. Davis________________________ _____________________________
Requester __________________ Senate HSS Committee__________________ OMB Component Number 2305

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________________________ (Thousands of_Dollars)_________________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURE'S

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE_____________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable. Initial version.

Prepared by: Christy Lawton, Acting Director____________________________________________  Phone 465-3191______
Division Office of Children's Services  Date/Time 3/11/11 5:00 PM

Approved by: Alison Elgee, Assistant Commissioner______________________________________  Date 3/11/2011_____
DHSS Finance & Management Services____________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 1 of 2



F ISC A L  N O TE  #1

Analysis:

SSB082 has zero fiscal impact on DHSS. This bill addresses permanent planning for children in custody under "Another 
Planned, Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA)"; modifies licensing procedures; outlines court requirements for 
release or termination of custody by the courts; outlines "compelling reason" standards for youth with APPLA 
permanency goals; provides a provision to support placement of siblings into the same foster home; and establishes a 
requirement that the Department will enroll children 6 years of age and younger into a "reading enhancement 
program" where available. No additional costs are anticipated.

S TA TE O F  A LA SK A  B IL L  NO. CSSSSB 82(HSS)
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Th e F o ru m  fo r  Am erica's Ideas

Ri cha rd  Moore
Senator
Massachusetts Senate 
President, NCSL

To:

From: Amy Taylor, NCSL Intern and Kelly Crane, NCSL

Amanda Metivier, Aide to Alaska Rep. Les Gara T i m  Rice
Executive Director
Illinois Legislative I nform a/ion System 
Staff Chair, NCSL

Wil l i am Pound
Executive DirectorDate: November 17, 2010

Subject: Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement

Following is information on state legislation around Another Permanent Planned Living 
Arrangement as a permanency goal for children in foster care. Also, below is information on 
states that allow for the reinstatement of parental rights (a strategy states may use to reduce 
the use of APPLA as a permanency option).

>  State Legislation

2005 N.Y. Laws, SB 5805, Chap. 3: Specifies the required contents of permanency hearing 
reports to the court. Describes acceptable permanency goals. Provides that the permanency 
goal of "another planned permanent living arrangement" must include a significant connection 
to an adult who is willing to be a permanency resource for the child.

2007 N.Y. Laws, SB 4551, Chap. 327: Clarifies that the plan of "another planned permanent 
living arrangement" must include documentation of the child's significant connection to an 
adult who is willing to be a permanency resource for the child.
N ew  York FCA § § 1 0 89 (c )(l)(v ), 1089(d)(2)(i)(E ) can be retrieved at:

Section 12-15-315 of the Alabama Code: States that if the juvenile court determines the 
permanent plan shall be placement in another planned permanent living arrangement, the 
Department of Human Resources must document to the juvenile court a compelling reason for 
determining that it would not be in the best interests of the child to return home, be placed for 
adoption with no identified resource or with the current foster parent, or be permanently 
placed with a relative, with a transfer of legal and physical custody to the relative or with a 
transfer of physical custody to the relative but with the Department of Human Resources 
retaining legal custody, be placed with a kinship guardian, or be placed in adult custodial care.

New York:
\

Alabama:

Denver
77 0 0  Bast First Place
Hetiner, Colorado 8 0 2 1 0 -7 1 4 3
Phone 303. 3 6 4 .7 7 0 0  Fa x  30 3 .1 6 4 .  7800

W a s h i n g t o n
444 North Capitol Street, .V. W. Suite 513
Washington, D .C . 20001
Phone 2 0 2 .6 2 4 .5 4 0 0  F a x  202. 73 7. 1069

117 e b site www. n cs I. o rg 
Vi m ail  in fo @ // cs I. o rg
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C o n n e c t ic u t :

Sec. 4. Section 46b-129 of the Connecticut Code: Orders that at a permanency hearing the 
court shall approve a permanency plan that is in the best interests of the child or youth and 
takes into consideration the child's or youth's need for permanency. Another Planned living 
arrangement can be ordered by the court, provided the Commissioner of Children and Families 
has documented a compelling reason why it would not be in the best interest of the child or 
youth for the permanency plan to include a different permanency goal. (Sec. 4. Section 46b- 
129 of the 2010 supplement to the general statutes)

W e s t  V irg in ia :

Section 49-6-5 of West Virginia Code: Orders that a child may be placed in another planned 
permanent living arrangement, but only in cases where the department has documented to 
the circuit court a compelling reason for determining that it would not be in the best interests 
of the child to follow one of the other permanency options. (Section 49-6-5. Disposition of 
neglected or abused children)

>  R e in s ta te m e n t  o f  P a r e n ta l  R ig h ts

Several states have also passed legislation that allows for the reinstatement of parental rights 
following termination of parental rights. The laws were developed in response to children who 
were aging out of the foster care system and re-establishing ties with parents and family 
members.

L e g is la t io n  f o r  R e in s ta te m e n t  f o l lo w ng T e r m in a t io n  o f  P a r e n ta l  R ig h ts

S ta te

S t a t u t e  

o r  C o d e

W h o  C a n  F ile  

M o t io n  o r  P e t i t io n

W h o  M u s t  B e  

N o t i f ie d

Alaska Alaska Stat. § 47.10.089

A person who has 
voluntarily relinquished 

the child.

California
Cal. W elfare and 

Institutions Code § 366.26

Child for whom court has 
determined that 

adoption is no longer the  
permanent plan.

Social worker or 
probation officer, child's 
attorney, child's tribe, if 

applicable, former parent

Hawaii

Act 135.
2010 Session Laws Child who is 14 or older; 

child's GAL; departm ent

Former parent; child's 
GAL; departm ent; child's 

resource family

Illinois

705 III. Como. Stat. 405 /2 - 
28 and 705 III. Como. Stat. 

405/2-34

Dept of Child and Family 
Services on behalf of 13 

years or older child
Parties to the Juvenile 

Court proceeding



1  ,____________

DATE
p. 3

Louisiana
La. Child. Code Ann. art. 

1051
Child in foster care over 

the age of 15.
Parents, foster parents, 

CASA volunteer.

Nevada
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. 
§ 128.160, 128.170

Child or legal custodian 
or guardian of child

Parents, child's legal 

custodian or guardian, 

person or entity that 

petitioned for TPR, child's 

attorney

New York
N.Y. Fam. Ct. Act. 

§§ 635-637
Attorney, Guardian of 
child age 14 or older

Court may issue 
summons to child, 

guardian and custodian, 
respondent in TPR 

proceeding.

Oklahoma
Okla. Stat.

Ann. tit. 10 A, § 1-4-909 Child 15 or older

Department, child's 
attorney, child, former 
parent, foster parent or 
relative guardian, GAL, 

child's tribe

Washington
Wash. Rev. Code Ann 

§13.34.215

Child 12 or older, or 
younger if good cause is 

shown

Departm ent, child's 
attorney, child, former 
parent, existing parent, 

current caregiver, child's 
tribe.

Please let us know if we can be of further assistance!

A m y  T a y lo r
N atio n a l C onference o f  S ta te  L eg isla tu res 
C h ild ren  and F am ilies P rog ram



ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF 
H o m e s  f o r  C h i l d r e n

Alaska Baptist Family Services 
Anchorage. AK

Alaska Children's Services 
Anchorage, AK

Alaska Family Services 
Palmer, AK

Covenant House of Alaska 
Anchorage, AK

Family Centered Services of Alaska 
Fairbanks, AK

Juneau Youth Services 
Juneau, AK

Kenai Peninsula Community Care
Center
Kenai, AK

Maniilaq Association 
Kotzebue, AK

Nome Children's Home 
Nome, AK

North Slope Borough Children’s
Services
Barrow, AK

North Star Behavioral Health 
Anchorage & Painter, AK

Presbyterian Hospitality House 
Fairbanks. AK

Providence Behavioral Health
Systems
Anchorage, AK

Residential Youth Care 
Ketchikan. AK

Searhc 
Sitka, AK

rile Boys and Girls Home of Alaska 
Fairbanks, AK

The Salvation Army Booth Memorial 
Home
Anchorage, AK

Youth Advocates of Sitka 
Sitka, AK

M arch 7, 201

S e n a to r  B e tty e  D av is  
A la sk a  S en a te  
S ta te  C a p ito l 
Ju n e a u , A la sk a  99801

R E : SB  82 : S ta b ility  an d  O p p o rtu n ity  fo r F o s te r  Y ou th  

D e a r  S e n a to r  D av is ,

A la sk a  A sso c ia tio n  o f  H o m es fo r  C h ild re n  (A A H C ) th a n k s  y o u  fo r in tro d u c in g  
le g is la tio n  to  im p ro v e  th e  s e rv ic e  d e liv e ry  o f  fo s te r  c a re . S ev e ra l a g e n c ie s  w ith in  
o u r  a s s o c ia tio n  p ro v id e  fo s te r  c a re  a n d  m an y  o f  th e  y o u th  w e  se rv e  b e n e fit  from  
th is  c r i tic a l se rv ice .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , w e  a ll h av e  w itn e s se d  c h ild re n  o n  long  w a itin g  lis ts  fo r a v iab le  
fo s te r  c a re  p la c e m e n t fo r v a rio u s  reaso n s . T h e  in ten t o f  SB  82  p ro v id e s  c o n c re te  
so lu tio n s  to  s tre a m lin e  th e  p ro c e s s  fo r  fo s te r  p a re n ts , d e v e lo p  re s o u rc e s  for 
c h ild re n , a n d  re in fo rc e  th e  g o a ls  re la te d  to  p e rm a n e n c y  p lan n in g .

P la c in g  c h ild re n  in ru ra l a re a s  p o se s  a d d itio n a l c h a lle n g e s  re la te d  to  n u m e ro u s  
lic e n s in g  issu es . It c a n  be e x tre m e ly  d if f ic u lt f in d in g  fo s te r  h o m e s  th a t m ee t s ta te  
lic e n s in g  re q u ire m e n ts . L ic e n s in g  v a r ia n c e s  fo r h o m es fa ilin g  to  m ee t sp ec ific  
c o d e s  w h en  in d ica ted  w o u ld  p ro v id e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r fam ilie s  to  o p e n  up  th e ir  
h o m es  to  p ro v id e  c a re  fo r fo s te r  c h ild re n .

F o s te r  c a re  p ro v id es  fo r  a  v e ry  c o s t  e f fe c tiv e  w ay  o f  h e lp in g  ch ild re n . A llo w in g  
m o re  fa m ilie s  to  c o m m it to  th e  m an y  A la sk a n  c h ild re n  w a itin g  to r  a  q u a lity  ho m e 
c re a te s  a  w in  w in  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a ll. A A H C  tru ly  a p p re c ia te s  y o u r c o n tin u e d  
e ffo r ts  to  a s s is t w ith  th e  fo s te r  c a re  sy s te m  in  A lask a .

T h e  p ro v is io n s  w ith in  y o u r b ill w o u ld  p ro v id e  a  w ise  in v e s tm e n t in th e  h e a lth  an d  
w e llb e in g  o f  A la sk a ’s  ch ild re n .

T h a n k  y o u

B rad  O h s 
A A H C  P re s id e n t

cc: R epresentative L es G ara
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A laska  M ental H ealth Board  
A dvisory  Bo ard  on A lcoh olism  and D rug A buse

431 N orth  Fr an k lin  Street , Su ite  200 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 

(907) 465-8920
Alaska Mental Health Board

February 23, 201 1

Representative Les Gara 
A laska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 500 
Juneau, A laska 99801

Re: Support for HB 33

Dear Representative Gara,

On behalf o f  the A laska M ental Health Board and the A dvisory Board on Alcoholism  and Drug 
Abuse, I would like to express our thanks and appreciation for the com m itm ent that you and your 
co-sponsors have made to improving the lives o f  A laskan children in foster care. HB 33 
continues that process o f  system im provem ent, and we support the small but very significant 
changes that better prioritize the needs o f  foster children.

Being removed from your home, even when that home is not a safe or healthy environm ent, is 
traum atic. Being rem oved from your hom e and then separated from your brothers and sisters 
com pounds the initial harm caused by abuse or neglect exponentially. W hile we know this from 
research and study, the Boards recognized fully the devastating effect this separation has on 
foster children when we heard from youth involved in the 2011 Youth Policy Summit. N o child 
should have to beg, plead and fight for years to see a brother or sister, and yet we heard how this 
is the case for far too m any youth who grow up in foster care.

HB 33 also prioritizes family connections as an important source o f  strength, support and 
resiliency for children and youth who experience abuse or neglect by m aking family placem ents 
easier in rural Alaska. Too often children in rural A laska are placed with foster parents in urban 
com m unities rather than with relatives in villages, with the justification that the rural homes fail 
to m eet foster care licensing standards. How can an aunt in a village where no one has running 
w ater ever hope to care for a niece or nephew who is in need, if  there is no reasonableness 
standard in determ ining a safe physical environm ent for placem ent? HB 33 provides that elem ent 
o f  reason to family placem ent decisions.

We are grateful for your continued advocacy for A laska 's children and are glad to be able to 
support I IB 33.

Sincerely,

J. Kate Burkhart 
Executive Director

ce: Representative Bill Thom as
Representative Bob I lerron 
Representative Berta Gardner
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January  2lld, 2011

R epresentative Les Gara 
State o f  A laska 
State C apitol, Room 500 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

Dear R epresentative Gara:
T he N ational Association o f  Social W orkers (NAS W) -  A laska C hapter, a m em bership organization that 
represents over 500 social w orkers across the State o f  A laska, supports The Alaska Foster Family Protection 
Act.

T he m ission o f NAS W is to enhance the effective functioning and w ell-being o f  individuals, families, and 
com m unities through its work and through its advocacy. The Alaska Foster Family Projection act upholds this 
m ission by ensuring that A laska’s most vulnerable children can m ore easily transition into safe and permanent 
hom es. T he increase in the num ber o f  rural foster care placem ents is especially  crucial so youth in rural A laska 
can continue to live in their hom e com m unities. Research dem onstrates that youth from rural com m unities, and 
specifically  Alaska Native youth, have more prom ising futures when they are able to m aintain connection with 
their com m unities and tribes.

Thank you for your consistent attention to child w elfare issues in Alaska. We look forward to working with you 
on b eh a lf o f  children and fam ilies in our state.

Sincerely,

~ 7 h . __
M eg Loom is. MSW 
E xecutive Director

mailto:director@naswak.org
http://www.naswak.org


Ja n u a ry  26, 2011

The Honorable Les Gara 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1181

RE: HB 33: Stability and Opportunity for Foster Youth 

Dear Representative Gara,

The members of the Alaska Behavioral Health Association would like to inform you of 
their support for this legislation. It's intent is consistent with the goals and values of 
the members that provide services in our state and also provides opportunities to 
expand a system that is currently incapable of meeting the needs of youth.

Our providers have experienced tremendous difficulties in placing children and youth 
back in their home communities when a foster home is required due to the home 
situation of the biological parents. Frequently, homes may be available but they don't 
meet the more ridged codes and standards that govern construction in metropolitan 
areas. While no one would ever want a child placed in an unsafe environment, we are 
aware that minor code violations can be prohibitively expensive to repair and a foster 
home can be lost.

We hear reports from providers that it often takes up to six months or more from the 
time a family begins the application process and they are finally able to accept a child in 
their home. We appreciate the careful attention to ensure that a child is placed in a 
safe environment; however, redundancy and over-attention can become a barrier rather 
than a safe guard.

Thank you for your commitment to foster children and working to make their lives 
better.

Sincerely,

Donn Bennice, Ph.D.
President



Alaska 
Children’s 
Services

T he H onorable Les G ara 
A laska H ouse o f  R epresentatives 
S ta te  C apitol 
Juneau , A K  99801-1182

R E: H B 33: Stability and O pportunity  for Foster Y outh 

D ear R epresentative Gara:

T h is letter is to inform  you  o f  the strong support the A dm inistration and B oard o f  D irectors have 
for the above-m entioned bill. It’s intent is consistent w ith the goals and  values o f  the Treatm ent 
F oster Care Program  operated by A laska C hildren’s Services and provides opportunities to 
expand  a system  that is currently  incapable o f  m eeting the needs o f  youth.

W e are particularly appreciative o f  the section regarding perm anency placem ent. As you have 
sta ted  the ultim ate goal in  foster care is to p lace a child  in a good, stable, perm anent hom e 
th rough  adoption, guardianship , o r reunification. Frequently, how ever, in our haste to find a 
ch ild  a bed or a roo f over their head, we lose sight o f  this goal. By adding additional oversight to 
the perm anency planning process, this goal can be reached.

A laska C hildren’s Services has experienced trem endous difficulties in placing children and 
you th  back in their hom e com m unities when a  foster hom e is required due to  the hom e situation 
o f  the biological parents. Frequently, hom es m ay be available but d o n ’t m eet the m ore rigid 
codes and standards that govern construction in m etropolitan areas. W hile no one w ould ever 
w ant to place a child in an unsafe environm ent, we are aw are that m inor code violations can be 
prohibitively  expensive to repair and a foster hom e can be lost.

A laska C hildren’s Services has three full-tim e professional s ta ff who com prise the treatm ent 
foster care licensing departm ent. They report that it frequently takes up to six m onths or more 
from  the tim e a fam ily begins the application process and they are finally able to accept a child in 
th e ir home. We appreciate the careful attention to ensure that a child is placed in a safe 
environm ent; however, redundancy and over-attention can become a barrier rather than a 
safeguard.

O verall, thank you very  m uch for your continued com m itm ent to one o f  our m ost vulnerable 
populations, our foster children, and please advise if  there is more we cun do to support this 
legislation.
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February 8, 2011

Representative Lcs G ara 
A laska State Legislature 
Juneau, A laska 99801

D ear R epresentative Gara:

I am writing in support o f  HB33, the legislation you have proposed relating to foster care in 
Alaska. Denali Fam ily Services (DFS) is a com m unity mental health agency that provides 
therapeutic foster care to m any children in the custody o f  the State /  O ffice o f  C hild ren’s 
Services. DFS is also a child placem ent agency and in that role, processes foster hom e 
applications and licenses foster hom e in cooperation w ith OCS (i.e., the license is still a State 
foster care license). As an  agency licensing foster hom es, we support using the variance for 
hom es in rural com m unities as long as the hom e is a safe environm ent and there are adequate 
w ays to exit the hom e in case o f  a fire.

Denali Fam ily Services serves m any adolescents who are m oving from care to independence and 
I am  especially pleased to see the language changes that will make extending foster care to age 
21 easily accessible for youth w ho want to take advantage o f  that opportunity. For youth who do 
not have a support system  in place, those additional three years can m ake a huge difference in 
their m aturity and readiness to survive on their own.

W ith regard to the application process for foster parents, DFS has significantly reduced our 
paperwork requirem ents in the last two years. In addition, effective this fiscal year, DFS will be 
utilizing a new foster parent training curricula (Presley Ridge). This curricula offers foster care 
providers in-depth, specialized training and OCS has agreed that D FS’ foster parents who 
com plete the Presley Ridge training will not have to take the OCS CORE training. This change 
will provide foster parents w ith more specialized training while m aintaining the total hours at a 
num ber (per year) that is m anageable.

On behalf o f  Denali Fam ily Services, I am writing in support o f  I1B33. Should you need 
additional inform ation, please feel free to contact me at 907-222-2322.

Sincerely,



Covenant

Crisis Center • Community Services Center • Transitional Living

M arch  30 , 2011

S e n a to r B e tty e  D av is  
S ta te  C ap ita l R o o m  30 
Ju n eau , A K  99801

D ear S en a to r D av is ,

T h an k  y o u  fo r in tro d u c in g  SB  82 , a  b ill fo cu sed  on  im p ro v in g  A la s k a ’s fo s te r  ca re  p ro g ram  and  
p ro tec tin g  ch ild ren  to  th e  b e s t o f  o u r ab ility . C o v en an t H o u se  A la sk a  (C H A ) se rv es A la sk a ’s 
h o m eless  an d  a t-r isk  y o u th  th ro u g h  o u r  C ris is  C en te r, T ra n s itio n a l L iv in g  P ro g ram s, H ea lth c a re  
an d  E d u c a tio n a l/E m p lo y m e n t S u p p o rt. C H A  ap p rec ia te s  y o u r  co m m itm en t to  k e e p in g  A la sk a ’s 
y o u th  as sa fe  an d  h ea lth y  as p o ss ib le .

SB 82 en ac ts  th e  fo llo w in g  ch an g es  to  p ro tec t fo s te r  ca re  y o u th :

(1 ) SB 82 req u ire s  th e  d e p a rtm e n t to  seek  p e rm a n e n c y  fo r a ll y o u th  and , i f  p o s itiv e  
p e rm an en cy  p lan s  a re  u n su ccessfu l, im p o ses su b s tan tiv e  a n d  p ro ced u ra l p ro tec tio n s  
a ro u n d  p la n n in g  fo r y o u th  to  be p la c e d  in  an o th e r  p lan n ed  p e rm a n e n t liv in g  a rran g em en t;
(2 ) SB 82 s im p lifie s  th e  ap p lic a tio n  p ro ce ss  to  b eco m e  a  fo s te r h o m e  an d  a llo w s th e  
d ep a rtm en t to  w a iv e  s tr ic t co m p lian ce  w ith  b u ild in g  co d e  req u irem en ts  fo r fo s te r  and  
re la tiv e  p lace m en ts  i f  th e  p lace m en t is in  th e  ch ild 's  b e s t in te re s t an d  is o th e rw ise  
p re fe rab le  an d  safe ; and
(3 ) SB  82 req u ire s  th e  d ep a rtm e n t to  m ak e  all re a so n ab le  e ffo rts  to  p la c e  s ib lings 
to g e th e r.

A ll o f  th e  ch an g es  lis ted  ab o v e  e v in ce  stro n g  p o licy  u n d e rp in n in g s . S p ec if ic  to  C H A 's  p o p u la tio n  
o f  h o m e le ss  a n d  ru n aw ay  y o u th , th e  p ro v is io n s  re g a rd in g  w a iv in g  s tr ic t b u ild in g  co d e  co m p lian ce  
for re la tiv e s ’ h o m es a n d  p lac in g  s ib lin g s  to g e th e r  a re  p a rticu la rly  n o tew o rth y . R esea rch  in d ica te s  
th a t fo s te r  c a re  y o u th  w h o  a re  p lace d  w ith  s ib lin g s in  th e  h o m e  o f  a  re la tiv e  o r  fam ily  fr iend , 
u su a lly  in  a  fam ilia r  c o m m u n ity , te n d  to  r a n  aw ay  less freq u en tly .

T h ese  s ta tu to ry  ch an g es  m ay  be  v ie w e d  as m e a su re s  ta rg e te d  to  p re v e n t y o u th  h o m e le ssn ess .
A nd , ju s t  as im p o rtan t, i f  a  y o u th  co m es to  C o v e n a n t H o u se  fro m  th e  fo s te r  care  sy s tem  w ho  

q u a lifie s  fo r ex ten d e d  c o u rt su p e rv is io n , it ap p ea rs  th a t th is  leg is la tio n  w o u ld  a llo w  C H A  to  w o rk  
w ith  th e  d ep a rtm e n t to  c o n tin u e  to  p ro v id e  se rv ices  fo r th e  you th .

T h an k  y o u  fo r y o u r e ffo rts  a t p ro te c tin g  A la s k a ’s v u ln e rab le  ch ild ren . P le a se  do n o t h e s ita te  to  
co n tac t m e  i f  I can  an sw er an y  q u es tio n s  o r  p ro v id e  fu r th e r fe e d b a c k  on  SB 82.

S in cere ly ,

D e ird re  A . C ro n in  
E x ecu tiv e  D ire c to r



R e g i n a  C h e n a u l t ,  V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d

S g t .  K a t h y  L a c e y ,  A P D

L a u r e n  R i c e ,  C o v e n a n t  H o u s e

( P o s s i b l e :  S p e c i a l  A g e n t  J o l e n e  G o e d e n )


