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Session 
State Capitol, Rm. 101 

Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 465-2435 

Fax: (907)465-6615

Interim 
716 W. 4th Ave, Ste. 540 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907)269-0120 
Fax: (907) 269-0122

Senator_Bill_Wielechowski@legis.state.ak.us

S e n a t o r  B i l l  W i e l e c h o w s k i

January 27, 2011

Senator Hollis French, Chair 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol, Room 417 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator French:

I am writing to request a hearing on CS for SB 33(STA) “An Act relating to the disposition o f remains 
o f  a member o f  the armed forces if the member dies while in a duty status.”

CS for SB 33(STA) will place the State o f Alaska in alignment with the Department o f Defense 
Emergency Data Form (DD Form 93) and the Coast Guard Designation o f Beneficiaries and Record o f 
Emergency Data Form (CG-2020D), so that the authorized person designated to handle disposition of 
active duty service and guard member’s remains is upheld.

CS for SB 33(STA) will honor the preferences chosen by armed forces members, guarantee that their 
remains are handled in the manner o f  their choosing, and ensure that family members avoid painful 
legal battles in the event o f their death.

Included with this letter you will find:
1. Sponsor Statement
2. Current Version o f  the Bill (LS0188\D)
3. Sectional Summary
4. Fiscal Note
5. Two Statements o f  Support
6. USA4Military Website Notice o f Support
7. 10 USC §1481
8. Department o f Defense Form 1300.18
9. Map o f States Comporting with Department o f Defense Rules on Disposition
10. DD Form 93

Additionally, Mark San Souci o f the Under Deputy Secretary o f Defense and Ric Davidge o f Vietnam 
Veterans o f  America will provide testimonies using the Off-net line. Verdie Bowen o f  the Alaska
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Department o f  Veterans Affairs will be on hand to answer additional questions. Thank you for your 
consideration o f  this request.

Sinceri

^aulfield 
Intern for Sen. Wielechowski 
Michael caulfield@legis.state.ak.us 
907-465-2435

mailto:caulfield@legis.state.ak.us
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S e n a t o r  B i l l  W i e l e c h o w s k i

S ponsor S tatem ent: CS fo r SB 3 3 (ST A ) 
A n  A c t re la ting  to  the  d isposition  o f  rem ains o f  a  m em ber o f  the  arm ed 

serv ices i f  th e  m em ber d ies w h ile  in a duty  status

The intent o f the CS for Senate Bill 33(STA) is to ensure that active duty service members who make 
the ultimate sacrifice are properly honored by ensuring that their remains are disposed o f by the person 
o f their choosing.

The Department o f Defense requires active duty service members, reservists and guard members to 
complete a Record o f Emergency Data (DD Form 93) annually or prior to deployment. The Coast 
Guard follows the same procedures, but uses a different form, the Designation o f  Beneficiaries and 
Record o f Emergency Data (CG-2020D). These forms identify the person authorized to direct 
disposition o f a service member’s remains in the event that service member is killed in the line o f duty.

Senate Bill 33 will place the state in alignment with armed services procedures, so that the person 
designated to handle disposition o f remains is not called into question. Without compliance with these 
procedures, the handling o f the remains may be delayed, and the service member’s wishes not honored.

Around twenty states have laws which comport with armed services rules on disposition. At least four 
other states, including Alaska, are pursuing laws to comport.

The CS for Senate Bill 33(STA) is supported by the Office o f the Deputy Under Secretary o f Defense.

Please join me in supporting this legislation to ensure the wishes o f our service members are upheld 
and our fallen soldiers receive the proper burial they deserve.

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Session 
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 33(STA)

IN TH E LEG ISL A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF ALA SK A  

T W E N T Y -SE V E N T H  LEG ISLA TU RE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS WIELECHOWSKI, PASKVAN, AND COGHILL, Menard, Meyer, Dyson, Olson

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the disposition of remains of a member of the armed forces if the 

member dies while in a duty status."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 26.05 is am ended by  adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 26.05.262. Disposition of remains of members of organized militia on 

duty status under Military Record of Emergency Data Form (DD Form 93). I f  a

m em ber o f  the organized m ilitia who is in active state service has executed the U nited 

States D epartm ent o f  D efense M ilitary Record o f  Em ergency Data Form  (DD Form  

93), or its successor form , to serve as a record o f  em ergency data and, on that form, 

has designated a person who is authorized to direct the disposition o f  the m em ber's 

rem ains i f  the m em ber dies w hile in a duty status as described in 10 U .S.C. 1481, 

notw ithstanding any other provision o f  law, the person authorized to direct the 

d isposition o f  rem ains on the executed form  has the right to m ake the decisions 

concerning the d isposition  o f  the m em ber's rem ains.

-1-
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* Sec. 2. AS 26.10 is am ended by adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 26.10.065. Disposition of remains of state resident armed forces 

personnel on duty status, (a) Except as provided in (b) o f this section, if  a state 

resident who is a m em ber o f  the arm ed forces has executed the U nited  States 

D epartm ent o f  D efense M ilitary Record o f  Em ergency D ata Form  (DD Form  93), or 

its successor form , to serve as a  record o f  em ergency data and, on that form , has 

designated a person w ho is authorized to direct the disposition o f  the m em ber's 

rem ains i f  the m em ber dies w hile in a duty status as described in 10 U .S .C . 1481, 

notw ithstanding any other provision o f  law, the person authorized to direct the 

disposition o f  rem ains on the executed form  has the right to m ake the decisions 

concerning the disposition  o f  the m em ber's rem ains.

(b) If  a state resident w ho is a m em ber o f  the U nited States Coast G uard has 

executed the U nited  States C oast Guard D esignation o f  Beneficiaries and Record o f 

Em ergency D ata Form  (CG -2020D ), or its successor form , to serve as a  record o f 

em ergency data and, on that form , has designated a person who is authorized to direct 

the disposition o f  the m em ber's rem ains i f  the m em ber dies while in a duty status as 

described in 10 U.S.C. 1481, notw ithstanding any other provision o f  law, the person 

authorized to direct the d isposition o f  rem ains on the executed form  has the right to 

m ake the decisions concerning the disposition o f the m em ber's rem ains.

CSSB 33(STA) -2-
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LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450  
FAX (907) 465-2029  
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES  
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AG ENCY  

STATE OF ALASK A State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182  

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M January 27, 2011

SUBJECT: Sectional sum m ary o f proposed CSSB 33(STA) relating to the 
disposition o f  the rem ains o f  a m em ber o f  the arm ed forces if  the 
m em ber dies while in a duty status 
(W ork O rder No. 27-LS0188\D )

TO: Senator Bill W ielechow ski 
Attn: M ichael Caulfield

FROM: OItiTheresa Bannister 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summ ary o f the above-described bill, which has not yet 
been read across. As a prelim inary m atter, note that a sectional sum m ary o f  a bill should 
not be considered an authoritative interpretation o f  the bill and the bill itself is the best 
statem ent o f  its contents.

Section 1. Gives a person the right to m ake the decisions about the disposition o f  the 
rem ains o f  a m em ber o f  the state's organized m ilitia who is in active state service, if  the 
person is authorized by the m em ber on DD Form 93, a D epartm ent o f  Defense 
em ergency data form , to dispose o f  the m em ber's rem ains if  the m em ber dies while in a 
duty status under 10 U .S.C. 1481.

Section 2. In sec. 26.10.065(a), gives a person the right to m ake‘the decisions about the 
disposition o f  the rem ains o f  a m em ber o f  the arm ed forces who is a state resident, if  the 
person is authorized by the m em ber on DD Form  93, a Departm ent o f  Defense 
em ergency data form , to dispose o f  the m em ber's rem ains if  the m em ber dies while in a 
duty status under 10 U.S.C. 1481.

In sec. 26.10.065(b), gives a person the right to m ake the decisions about the disposition 
o f  the rem ains o f  a m em ber o f  the Coast Guard who is a state resident, if  the person is 
authorized by the m em ber on CG-2020D, a Coast Guard em ergency data form, to dispose 
o f  the m em ber's rem ains if  the m em ber dies while in a duty status under 10 U.S.C. 1481.

I f  I m ay be o f  further assistance, please advise.

TLB:plm  
1 l-039.plm



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version SB 33

() Publish Date ______________

Identifier (file name)_________ SB033-DMVA-VS-1-24-11______________________Dept. Affected Military & Veterans Affairs
Title  Disposition of Service Members Remains__________ Appropriation  Veterans' Services
_______________________________________________________________________ Allocation _____________________________
Sponsor _______Senators Wielechowski, Paskvan, Coghill, Menard_______ _____________________________
Requester ____________________ Senate State Affairs____________________OMB Component Number 9

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)_________________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | [

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE_____________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version

Prepared by Verdie Bowen, Director__________________________________________________  Phone (907)428-6061
Division Veterans Services, Department of Military and Veterans Affairs  Date/Time 1/24/11 11:30 AM

Approved by McHugh Pierre, Deputy Commissioner_____________________________________  Date 1/24/2011_______
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs_________________________________

(Revised 12/29/2010 OMB) P a g e  1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 33
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Analysis

There is no fiscal impact.

(Revised 12/29/2010 OMB) P a g e  2 of 2



ALASKA
VETHUUIS FOUNDATION

January 21, 2011

Senator Bill Wielechowski 
Chairman
Senate Affairs Committee 

REF: SB 33
One o f the most frustrating and difficult problems we often face as the state’s only statewide 
Veterans Foundation (501c3) representing about 80,000 veterans and their families, is when a 
veteran or service member dies or is killed in action and we can not find their family.

This happens more then you would think. It’s really part o f our culture now that many elderly 
veterans, as a result o f  divorce or estrangement, die without an ability to notify their next o f kin. 
Just in December o f  last year we had a two tour Marine, Vietnam Veteran die at home alone and our 
best efforts and those o f the US Department o f  Veterans Affairs as well as the Department o f 
Defense were unable to find his ex-wife nor his son so that they could be involved in his internment 
at our National Cemetery.

We strongly support this bill, introduced by you on behalf o f  our active duty, guard, and reserves 
that makes it clear that the State o f  Alaska is in line with most other states in a process that provides 
for the disposition o f service members remains.

We hope this bill becomes law this session, so that this year we can have a process recognized by 
the State to address this tragedy.

Paul Sheehan 
Executive Director

3 7 0 5  A rc tic  B lv d  # 4 1 5 , A n c h o ra g e , A K  9 9 5 0 3  9 0 7  2 2 2  6 9 4 5  fa x  9 0 7  2 2 2  6 9 3 3
R ic d a v id g e .a k @ g c i.n e t

mailto:Ricdavidge.ak@gci.net


In Service to America If.

Chapter 904 - Anchorage, Alaska 
“An Agenda of Service”

January 24, 2011

Senator Wielechowski 
Prime Sponsor 
SB33

Senator,

Just wanted to send you a note in support of SB33 and HB27 which you have shown leadership on.

We work with the Alaska Veterans Foundation, Inc. and our local hospitals to ensure that no veteran dies 
alone. It happens.

Although your bill will not directly address this challenge it does make it clear the process we in Alaska 
will follow when faced with the remains of a service member and/or in some cases veteran with no next 
of kin available.

Unfortunately this is a growing problem due to the number of our citizens who are estranged from their 
immediate family.

Again, thanks for being there in support of our military and veterans.

It is an honor,

Ric D avidge
President, VVA 904

V ie tn a m  V e te ra n s  o f  A m e r ic a  A la s k a  C h a p te r  9 0 4  
3705 A rctic  B lvd, #415, A nchorage, A laska  99503 W eb Site: w w w .V V A 904.org  

R ic D avidge, P resident (907) 222-6927 Cell 907 29 5328 F ax  (907) 222-6933 Em ail: ricdavidge.ak@ .gci.net

http://www.VVA904.org
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In fo r m a t io n  f o r  F a m ilies

-S e arch  Q

Is s u e  9 :  D u r in g  its  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  c o n s id e r a t io n  ( 2 0 1 0  le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n ) ,  2 1  s ta te s  a lig n e d  
s t a t e  w i t h  F e d e ra l p o lic ie s  r e g a r d in g  th e  d is p o s it io n  o f  m i l i t a r y  m e m b e r s  w h o  d ie  o n  a c t iv e

d u ty .

C o m p o rt S ta te  L aw s w ith  DoD R u les  on  D isp o sitio n

Is s u e :  S ta te  laws on the disposition o f hum an rem ains  do not currently  provide fo r the  
accom m odation  of th e  expressed , w ritten  w ishes of service m em b ers  through execution o f th e  
fe d era lly  prescribed "Record of E m ergency Data"

According to  Section 5 64  o f Public Law 1 0 9 -1 6 3 . e ffec tive  January 2 0 0 6 , service m em bers  [as  
defined  in T itle  10. U nited S ta tes  Code. Section 1 481 faJfl~ l -  f8J l m ust designate  a person  
au tho rized  to  direct disposition o f hum an rem ains  (P A D D ). Th e  law , T itle  10. United S tates  
Code, Section 1 4 8 2 fc J . specifies a list o f possible designees, but does not stipu late  any specific  
order.

S ta tes  m ay not recognize th e  PADD as th e  legal designee because th e  s ta te  does not recognize  
th e  DD Form 9 3  [Record o f Em ergency D a ta ! com pleted by service m em bers  to  designate  a 
PADD. The DD Form 9 3  restric ts  a services m em b e r to  designating his o r her "surviving  
spouse, biood re la tive  o f legal age , or adop tive  re la tives  o f th e  decedent. I f  ne ith er o f these  
th re e  can be found, a person in loco paren tis  m ay  be n a m ed ."

W ith o u t a recognized a g e n t, s tate  s tatu tes  norm ally  have  a prescribed order o f w ho is 
recognized as th e  n e x t-o f-k in  designated to  d irect disposition, s tarting w ith  a spouse, fo llow ed  
by ad u lt children and paren ts. Because som e s ta te  laws do n o t curren tly  recognize th e  federa l 
form  as an acceptable  one fo r  service m em bers , th e re  have been several instances o f civil 
actions betw een fam ily  m em bers  over th e  u ltim ate  disposition of a fa llen service m em ber's  
rem ains.

D e s ir e d  O u tc o m e : E lim inate  potential conflict w ith  federa l law , which m ay reduce th e  potential 
fo r fam ily  conflic t a t a tim e  o f  b e rea v e m e n t, by s tates  am end ing  th e ir  laws on disposition o f 
hum an rem ain s  to recognize the  D D  Form 9 3  as th e  au th o rita tive  w ritte n  in strum ent fo r service  
m em bers .

P ro g re s s :  Ten  s tates currently  recognizes the  DD 93  as the  au th o rita tive  do cu m ent for use by 
service m em bers ; ho w ever, we estim a te  nine s tates  have  statu tes  w ith  suffic ient la titu de  to  
allow  fo r its use. The rem ain ing s tates  e ith e r do not provide fo r  th e  designation o f an agen t, 
requ ire  use o f a state  specific fo rm , or requ ire  a certa in  typ e  o f w itnessing th a t m igh t preclude  
th e  recognition  o f th e  DD Form  9 3 . In  o rder to  add c larity  fo r both fam ily  m em bers  and funeral 
directors , w e  believe s ta tu tes  in all 50  s tates  should include a s ta te m e n t recognizing the  
au th o rity  o f th e  DD Form 9 3 . The m ap below  provides ou r c u rren t estim ation  o f s ta te  flex ib ility  
fo r considering designations m ade on th e  DD Form 93 .

•  DD  Form  93  ( Record o f Em ergency D ata !
•  Public Law 1 0 9 -1 6 3  Sec. 5 6 4
•  T itle  10  USC. Sec. 1 4 8 1 fa V l-8 1
•  T itle  10  USC. Sec. 1 4 8 2 (c !

B e s t P r a c t ic e  E x a m p le s :
The follow ing a re  bills th a t w ere  enacted  in 2 0 1 0  th a t  provide fo r recognition o f th e  DD Form 93:

Arizona HB 2 4 0 0  
Mississippi SB 2 41 8  
M aryland  SB 4 0 8

http://www.usa4militaryfamilies.dod.mil/portal/page/mhf/USA4/USA4_HOME_17current... 1/27/2011

http://www.usa4militaryfamilies.dod.mil/portal/page/mhf/USA4/USA4_HOME_17current


(a) The Secretary concerned may provide for the recovery, care, and disposition of the remains of the 
following persons:

(1) Any Regular of an armed force under his jurisdiction who dies while on active duty.

(2) A member of a reserve component of an armed force who dies while—

(A) on active duty;

(B) performing inactive-duty training;

(C) performing authorized travel directly to or from active duty or inactive-duty training;

(D) remaining overnight immediately before the commencement of inactive-duty training, 
or remaining overnight, between successive periods of inactive-duty training, at or in the 
vicinity of the site of the inactive-duty training;

(E) hospitalized or undergoing treatment for an injury, illness, or d isease incurred or 
aggravated while on active duty or performing inactive-duty training; or

(F) either—

(i) serving on funeral honors duty under section 12503 of this title or section 115 of 
title 32;

(ii) traveling directly to or from the place at which the member is to so serve; or

(iii) remaining overnight at or in the vicinity of that place before so serving, if the 
place is outside reasonable commuting distance from the member’s residence.

t(3) Repealed. Pub. L. 99-661, div. A, title VI, § 604(e)(3)(B), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat.
3877.]

(4) Any member of, or applicant for membership in, a reserve officers’ training corps who 
dies while

(A) attending a training camp,

(B) on an authorized practice cruise,

(C) performing authorized travel to or from such a camp or cruise, or

(D) hospitalized or undergoing treatment at the expense of the United States for injury 
incurred, or d isease contracted, while attending such a camp, while on such a cruise, or 
while performing that travel.

(5) Any accepted applicant for enlistment in an armed force under his jurisdiction.

10 USC § 1481. Recovery, care, and disposition of remains: decedents covered



(6) Any person who has been discharged from an enlistment in an armed force under his 
jurisdiction while a patient in a United States hospital, and who continues to be such a 
patient until the date of his death.

(7) A person who—

(A) dies a s  a retired member of an armed force under the Secretary’s jurisdiction during 
a continuous hospitalization of the member as  a patient in a United States hospital that 
began while the member was on active duty for a period of more than 30 days; or

(B) is not covered by subparagraph (A) and, while in a retired status by reason of 
eligibility to retire under chapter 61 of this title, dies during a continuous hospitalization of 
the person that began while the person was on active duty as a Regular of an armed 
force under the Secretary’s jurisdiction.

(8) Any military prisoner who dies while in his custody.



Persons Authorized to Direct Disposition of Remains
DoDI 1300.18

E 2 .4 1E2.42. P erson  A u tho rized  to  D irect D isposition  o f H u m an  R em ains (PADD).
A person , u sually  th e  PNOK (see E 2 .45E 2 .4 6 .), w ho is au th o rized  to  d irec t d isposition  of 
h u m a n  rem ains . For d isposing  o f  h u m an  rem ains , u n d e r  th e  a u th o rity  o f R eference (1), 
th e  Secre tary  o f th e  M ilita ry  D ep a rtm en t concerned  is deem ed  to  have  such  s ta n d in g  if 
no  o th e r  such  p e rso n  is available. Service m em b ers  will shall iden tify  a PADD on  th e ir  
DD F o rm  9 3 . (See in s tru c tio n s  a t E nclosu re  7 .) A bsen t th e  iden tifica tion  o f a PADD by 
th e  Service m em ber, th e n  th e  PADD is recognized  in  th e  follow ing order:
E 2 .4 1 .1E 2 .4 2 j .  Surviving spouse. T he legal spouse  is one w ho w as m arrie d  to  the  
deceased  as p resc rib ed  by  civil law , w as n o t d ivorced  from  th e  deceased  an d  h as  n o t 
re m a rrie d  a t th e  tim e  d isposition  of rem a in s  is to  b e  m ade . T he la tte r  m igh t app ly  in  the  
case o f a Service m em b er w ho  h as  been  dec la red  deceased , body  n o t recovered  a t th e  
tim e  of th e  casualty  in c id en t, a n d  w hose rem a in s  a re  la te r  recovered  an d  iden tified . If 
th e  spouse  h as  re m a rrie d  a t th e  tim e  d isp o sitio n  is to  be  m ade , th e  r ig h t o f d isposition  
will go to  th e  nex t p e rso n  in  o rd e r  o f p rio rity , an d  th e  re m a rr ie d  spouse  will tak e  p rio rity  
u n d e r  p a ra g ra p h  E 2 .4 1.8 E2 .42.8.
E 2 .4 1 .2E 2 .4 2 .2 . C h ild ren  w ho  have reach ed  th e  age o f m ajo rity  in  o rd e r  o f sen io rity  
(age).
E 2 .4 1.3E2 .42.3 . P a ren ts  in  o rd e r  of sen io rity  (age) un less legal custody  w as g ran te d  to 
a n o th e r  p e rso n  b y  reaso n  o f co u rt decree o r s ta tu to ry  prov ision . S tep -p aren ts , w ho have 
n o t a d o p ted  th e  Service m em b er, serve in  loco parentis a n d  are  n o t conside red  p a re n ts  
fo r PADD pu rposes.
E 2 .4 1 .4E 2 .4 2 .4 . B lood o r adop tive  rela tive  o f th e  ind iv idual w ho w as g ran ted  legal 
custody  o f th e  Service m em b er by  reaso n  o f a co u rt decree o r s ta tu to ry  provision . The 
p e rso n  to  w hom  custody  w as g ran te d  rem a in s  th e  PADD d esp ite  th e  fact th a t  the  
ind iv idual h a d  reach ed  th e  age o f m ajo rity  a t th e  tim e  of d ea th .
E 2 .4 1 .5E 2 .4 2 .5 . B ro thers  o r  s is te rs  o f legal age in  o rd e r  o f sen io rity  (age). W hen the  
deceased  p e rso n  h a s  fu ll sib lings, half-sib lings, o r s tep-sib lings, th e  o rd e r  o f p recedence  
is th e  full sib lings th e n  th e  half-sib lings. S tep-sib lings are  n o t eligible to  d irec t 
d isposition  o f rem ain s . A dop ted  sib lings a re  tre a te d  th e  sam e as full sib lings w hen  
ad o p ted  by  b o th  o f th e  deceased  p e rso n 's  biological p a re n ts . A dop ted  siblings are  
co n sid e red  as ha lf-sib lings w hen  ad o p ted  by  on ly  one o f th e  deceased  p e rso n 's  biological 
p a ren ts .
E 2 .41.6E2 .42.6. G ra n d p a re n ts  in  o rd e r  o f sen io rity  (age).
Change 1, 8/ 14/09 ENCLOSURE 23 4  D odo 13 0 0 .18 , J a n u a ry  8 , 20 0 8  
E 2 .4 1 .7E 2 .4 2 .7 . O th er a d u lt b lood  rela tives in  o rd e r o f re la tio n sh ip  to  th e  ind iv idual 
u n d e r  th e  law s o f th e  deceased ’s dom icile. W hen  tw o ind iv iduals are  o f equal 
re la tio n sh ip , p r io rity  will b e  d e te rm in ed  by  age.
E 2 .4 1.8 E2 .42.8. R em arried  surviving spouse. T he rem a rrie d  surv iv ing  spouse  is one 
w ho  w as n o t d ivorced  fro m  th e  deceased  a n d  h a s  rem a rrie d  a t th e  tim e  d isposition  o f 
rem a in s  is to  be  m ade. The la tte r  m igh t apply  in  th e  case o f  a Service m em b er w ho is 
dec la red  deceased , b o d y  n o t recovered , a n d  w hose rem a in s  are  la te r  recovered  and  
iden tified .
E 2 .41.9E2 .42.9. P ersons s ta n d in g  in loco parentis. Loco parentis  m eans any  pe rso n (s) 
o r  in s titu tio n  w ho ac ted  in  p lace o f th e  m em b er’s p a re n t(s )  fo r a p e rio d  o f n o t less th a n  1



y ear a t an y  tim e  befo re  th e  m em b er jo in e d  th e  m ilitary . S en io rity  in  age will con tro l 
w hen  th e  p e rso n s  a re  o f equal re la tionsh ip .
E 2 .4 1.10 E2.42.10. Legal rep re sen ta tiv e  of th e  e s ta te  m ay  m ake d isp o sitio n  o f rem a in s  
w hen  all efforts to  iden tify  o r locate  a p e rso n  in  categories (1 ) th ro u g h  (9) a re  
unsuccessfu l. T he legal rep re sen ta tiv e  m u st be  p roperly  a p p o in ted  b y  a civil cou rt 
hav ing  ju risd ic tio n  o f th e  d ec ed e n t’s esta te .
E 2 .4 1 .iLE2 .4 2 .1 1 . W hen  all k now n  p erso n s  in  categories (1 ) th ro u g h  (10 ) re linqu ish  
d isp o sitio n  a u th o rity  o r can n o t be  id en tified  o r located , th e n  d isp o sitio n  o f th e  rem ains  
will be  m ade  by  th e  ad m in is tra tiv e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f th e  Secre tary  o f th e  M ilitary  
D e p a rtm en t concerned  o r  th e ir  designee.



Comport State Laws with DoD Rules on 
Disposition

VT NH

■ Laws comport with the disposition instructions in Federal statutes and DoD rules 
Legislation pursuing a favorable policy is filed.

□  Actively pursuing favorable policy, but no legislation filed as yet.
EU Policy not favorable, and Not currently considering favorable adjustments.

As of August 27, 2010



S e e  item 13a. on p a g e  2 and  instructions for s a m e  item num ber a t the  bottom  of p a g e  4 for required 
ac tions to be  taken  by Serv ice m em b ers  to d e s ig n a te  a  person  au thorized  to direct disposition (PADD).

RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA

P R IV A C Y  A C T  S T A T E M E N T  

A U T H O R IT Y : 5 U S C  552, 10 U S C  655, 1475 to 1480 and 2771, 38 U S C  1970, 44 U S C  3101, and EO 9397  (S S N ).
P R IN C IP A L  P U R P O S E S : This form is used by military personnel and Department of Defense civilian and contractor personnel, collectively referred to 
as civilians, when applicable. Fo r m ilitary p ersonnel, it is used to designate beneficiaries for certain benefits in the event o f the Service member's 
death. It is also a guide for disposition o f that mem ber's pay and allowances if captured, missing or interned. It also shows nam es and addresses of 
the person(s) the Service m em ber desires to be notified in case o f emergency or death. For c iv ilia n  personnel, it is used to  expedite the notification 
process in the event of an em ergency and/or the death of the m em ber. The purpose of soliciting the SS N  is to  provide positive identification. All items 
m ay not be applicable.
R O U T IN E U S E S : None.
D IS C L O S U R E : Voluntary; however, failure to provide accurate personal identifier information and other solicited information will delay notification and 
the processing of benefits to designated beneficiaries if applicable.

IN S T R U C T IO N S  TO  S E R V IC E  M EM B ER

This extrem ely important form is to  be used by you to show the nam es and 
addresses of your spouse, children, parents, and any other person(s) you 
would like notified if you becom e a casualty (other family m embers or fiance), 
and, to  designate beneficiaries for certain benefits if you die. IT  IS  Y O U R  
R E S P O N S IB IL ITY  to keep your Record of Em ergency Data up to date to show  
your desires as to  beneficiaries to receive certain death payments, and to 
show changes in your family or other personnel listed, for exam ple, as a result 
of marriage, civil court action, death, or address change.

IN S T R U C T IO N S  TO  C IV IL IA N S

This extrem ely important form is to  be used by you to show the 
nam es and addresses of your spouse, children, parents, and any  
other person(s) you would like notified if you become a casualty.
Not every item on this form is applicable to you. T h is  form  is  used 
by the Departm ent of Defense (DoD) to expedite notification In 
the ca se  of em ergencies or death. It does not have a legal impact 
on other forms you m ay have completed with the DoD or your 
employer.

IM P O R TA N T: T h is  form  is  d ivided into two s e c tio n s: Section 1 -  Em erg ency Contact Inform ation and Sectio n  2 -  Benefits Related 
Inform ation. R E A D  T H E  IN S T R U C T IO N S  ON P A G E S  3 A N D  4 B E F O R E  C O M P LE T IN G  T H IS  FORM.

S E C T IO N  1 -  E M E R G E N C Y  C O N T A C T  IN FO RM ATIO N

1. NAM E (Last, First, Middle Initial) 2. SSN

3a. S E R V IC E /C IV IL IA N  C A T E G O R Y  

^ A R M Y  □ N A V Y  | | MARINE CORPS Q AIR FO RCE □  DoD □  CIVILIAN □  CONTRACTOR

b. REPORTING UNIT CODE/DUTY STATION

4a. S P O U S E  NAM E (If applicable) (Last, First, Middle Initial) b. ADDRESS (IncludeZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

SINGLE □  DIVORCED □  WIDOWED

5. C H ILD R E N
a. NAME (Last, First, Middle Initial) b. RELATIONSHIP

c. DATE OF BIRTH(YYYYMMDD) d. ADDRESS (Include ZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

6a. F A T H E R  N A M E (Last, First, Middle Initial) b. ADDRESS (IncludeZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

7a. M O TH ER  N A M E (Last First, Middle Initial) b. ADDRESS (Include ZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

8a. DO N O T  N O T IF Y  D U E T O  IL L  H E A L TH b. NOTIFY INSTEAD

9a. D E S IG N A T E D  P E R S O N (S ) (Military only) b. ADDRESS (Include ZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

10 . C O N T R A C T IN G  A G E N C Y  A N D  T E L E P H O N E  N U M BER  (Contractors only)



SECTION 2 - BENEFITS RELATED INFORMATION

1 1 a .  B E N E F IC IA R Y (IE S ) FO R  D E A T H  G R A T U IT Y
(Military only)

b. RELATIONSHIP c. ADDRESS (Include ZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER d. PERCENTAGE

12 a . B E N E F IC IA R Y (IE S ) FO R  U N PA ID  P A Y /A L L O W A N C E S  
(Military only) N A M E A N D  R E L A T IO N S H IP

b. ADDRESS (IncludeZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER c. PERCENTAGE

13 a . P E R S O N  A U T H O R IZ E D  TO  D IR E C T  D IS P O S IT IO N  (PADD) 
(Military only) NAM E A N D  R E L A T IO N S H IP

b. ADDRESS (Include ZIP Code) AND TELEPHONE NUMBER

14 . C O N T IN U A T IO N /R E M A R K S

15 . S IG N A T U R E  O F S E R V IC E  M E M B E R /C IV ILIA N  (Include rank, rate, 
or grade if applicable) 16 . S IG N A T U R E  O F W IT N E S S  (Include rank, rate, or grade 

as appropriate) 17 . D A T E  S IG N E D
(YYYYMMDD)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING DD FORM 93
(See appropriate Service Directives for supplemental instructions for completion of this form at other than MEPS)

All entries explained below are for electronic or typewriter 
completion, except those specifically noted. If a computer 
or typewriter is not available, print in black or blue-black ink 
insuring a legible image on all copies. Include "Jr.," "Sr.," 
"Ill" or similar designation for each name, if applicable.
When an address is entered, include the appropriate ZIP  
Code. If the member cannot provide a current address, 
indicate "unknown" in the appropriate item. Addresses 
shown as P.O. Box Numbers or RFD numbers should 
indicate in Item 14, "Continuations/Remarks", a street 
address or general guidance to reach the place of 
residence. In addition, the notation "See Item 14" should be 
included in the item pertaining to the particular next of kin or 
when the space for a particular item is insufficient. If the 
address for the person in the item has been shown in a 
preceding item, it is unnecessary to repeat the address; 
however, the name must be entered. Those items that are 
considered not applicable to civilians will be left blank.

ITEM 1. Enter full last name, first name, and middle initial.

ITEM 2. Enter social security number (SSN).

ITEM 3a. Service. Military; Mark X  in appropriate block. 
Civilian: Mark two blocks as appropriate. Examples: an 
Army civilian would mark Army and either Civilian or 
Contractor; a DoD civilian, without affiliation to one of the 
Military Services, would mark DoD and then either Civilian or 
Contractor as appropriate.

ITEM 3b. Reporting Unit Code/Duty Station. See Service 
Directives.

ITEM 4a. Spouse Name. Enter last name (if different from 
Item 1), first name and middle initial on the line provided. If 
single, divorced, or widowed, mark appropriate block.

ITEM 4b. Address and Telephone Number. Enter the 
"actual" address and telephone number, not the mailing 
address. Include civilian title or military rank and service if 
applicable. If one of the blocks in 4a is marked, leave blank.

ITEM 5a-d. Children. Enter last name (only if different from 
Item 1) first name and middle initial, relationship, and date of 
birth of all children. If none, so state. Include illegitimate 
children if acknowledged by member or paternity/maternity 
has been judicially decreed. Relationship examples: son, 
daughter, stepson or daughter, adopted son or daughter or 
ward. Date of birth example: 19950704. For children not 
living with the member's current spouse, include address 
and name and relationship of person with whom residing in 
item 5d.

ITEM 6a. Father Name. Last name, first name and middle 
initial.

ITEM 6b. Address and Telephone Number of Father. If 
unknown or deceased, so state. Include civilian title or 
military rank and service if applicable. If other than natural 
father is listed, indicate relationship.

ITEM 7a. Mother Name. Last name, first name and middle 
initial.

ITEM 7b. Address and Telephone Number of Mother. If 
unknown or deceased, so state. Include civilian title or 
military rank and service if applicable. If other than natural 
mother is listed, indicate relationship.

ITEM 8. Persons Not to be Notified Due to III Health.
a. List relationship, e.g., "Mother," of person(s) listed in 
Items 4, 5, 6, or 7 who are not to be notified of a casualty 
due to ill health. If more than one child, specify, e.g., 
"daughter Susan." Otherwise, enter “None".
b. List relationship, e.g., "Father" or name and address of 
person(s) to be notified in lieu of person(s) listed in item 8a. 
If "None" is entered in Item 8a, leave blank.

ITEM 9a. This item will be used to record the name of the 
person or persons, if any, other than the member's primary 
next of kin or immediate family, to whom information on the 
whereabouts and status of the member shall be provided if 
the member is placed in a missing status. Reference 10 
u s e , Section 655. NOT APPLICABLE to civilians.

ITEM 9b. Address and telephone number of Designated 
Person(s). NOT APPLICABLE to civilians.

ITEM 10. Contracting Agency and Telephone Number 
(Contractors only). NOT APPLICABLE to military 
personnel. Civilian contractors will provide the name of 
their contracting agency and its telephone number.
Example: XYZ Electric, (703) 555-5689. The telephone 
number should be to the company or corporation's 
personnel or human resources office.

ITEM 11a. Beneficiary(ies) for Death Gratuity (Military 
only). Enter first name(s), middle initial, and last name(s) 
of the person(s) to receive death gratuity pay. A member 
may designate one or more persons to receive all or a 
portion of the death gratuity pay. The designation of a 
person to receive a portion of the amount shall indicate the 
percentage of the amount, to be specified only in 10 percent 
increments, that the person may receive. If the member 
does not wish to designate a beneficiary for the payment of 
death gratuity, enter "None," or if the full amount is not 
designated, the payment or balance will be paid as follows:

(1) To the surviving spouse of the person, if any;
(2) To any surviving children of the person and the 
descendants of any deceased children by representation;
(3) To the surviving parents or the survivor of them;
(4) To the duly appointed executor or administrator of the 
estate of the person;
(5) If there are none of the above, to other next of kin of the 
person entitled under the laws of domicile of the person at 
the time of the person's death.

The member should make specific designations, as it 
expedites payment.

DD FORM 9 3  (INSTRUCTIONS), JAN 2 0 0 8



INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING DD FORM 93
(Continued)

ITEM 11a. (Continued) Seek legal advice if naming a minor 
child as a beneficiary. If a member has a spouse but 
designates a person other than the spouse to receive all or a 
portion of the death gratuity pay, the Service concerned is 
required to provide notice of the designation to the spouse. 
NOT APPLICABLE to civilians.

Item 11b. Relationship. NOT APPLICABLEto civilians.

ITEM 11c. Enter beneficiary(ies) full mailing address and 

telephone number to include the ZIP Code. NOT 
APPLICABLEto civilians.

ITEM 11 d. Showthe percentage to be paid to each person. 
Enter 10%, 20%, 30%, up to 100% as appropriate. The sum 
shares must equal 100 percent. If no percent is indicated and 

more than one person is named, the money is paid in equal 
shares to the persons named. NOT APPLICABLEto  
civilians.

ITEM 12a. Beneficiary(ies) for Unpaid Pay/Allowance 
(Military only). Enter first name(s), middle initial, last 
name(s) and relationship of person to receive unpaid pay 
and allowances at the time of death. The member may 
indicate anyone to receive this payment. If the member 
designated two or more beneficiaries, state the percentage 
to be paid each in item 10c. If the member does not wish to 
designate a beneficiary, enter "By Law." The member is 

urged to designate a beneficiary for unpaid pay and 
allowances as payment will be made to the person in order 
of precedence by law (10 USC 2771) in the absence of a 
designation. Seek legal advice if naming a minor child as 
beneficiary. NOT APPLICABLEto civilians.

ITEM 12b. Enter beneficiary(ies) full mailing address and 
telephone number to include the ZIP Code. NOT 

APPLICABLEto civilians.

ITEM 12c. If the member designated two or more 

beneficiaries, state the percentage to be paid each in this 
section. The sum shares must equal 100 percent. NOT 
APPLICABLEto civilians.

ITEM  13b. Address and telephone number o f PADD. NOT 
APPLICABLEto civilians.

ITEM 14. Continuations/Remarks. Use this item for remarks 

or continuation of other items, if necessary. Prefix entry with 
the number of the item being continued; for example, 5/John 
J./son/19851220/321 Pecan Drive, SchertzTX78151. Also 
use this item to list name, address, and relationship of other 
persons the member desires to be notified. Other 
dependents may also be listed. This block offers the 

greatest amount of flexibility for the member to record other 
important information not otherwise requested but 
considered extremely useful in the casualty notification and 
assistance process. Besides continuing information from 
other blocks on this form, the member may desire to include 
additional information such as: NOK language barriers, 
location or existence of a Will, additional private insurance 
information, other family member contact numbers, etc. If 
additional space is required, attach a supplemental sheet of 
standard bond paper with the information.

ITEM 15. Signature of Service Member/Civilian. Check and 
verify all entries and sign all copies in ink as follows: First 
name, middle initial, last name. Include rank, rate, or grade 
if applicable. May be electronically signed (see DoD 
I nstruction 1300 18 for g u idel i nes).

ITEM 16. Signature of Witness. Have a witness 

(disinterested person) sign all copies in ink as follows: First 
name, middle initial, last name. Include rank, rate, or grade 

as appropriate. A witness signature is not required for 
electronic versions of the DD Form 93 (see DoD Instruction 
1300.18).

ITEM 17. Date the member or civilian signs the form. This 
item is an ink entry and must be completed on all copies.

ITEM 13a. Enter the name and relationship of the Person 
Authorized to Direct Disposition (PADD) of your remains 

should you become a casualty. Only the following persons 
may be named as a PADD: surviving spouse, blood relative 
of legal age, or adoptive relatives of the decedent. If neither 
of these three can be found, a person standing in loco 
parentis may be named. NOT APPLICABLEto civilians.
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