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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR MCGUIRE

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to crimes of human trafficking; establishing the Human Trafficking 

Task Force to evaluate services available to victims of human trafficking; and relating to 

the recommendations and report of the task force."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

HUMAN TRAFFICKING TASK FORCE, (a) The Human Trafficking Task Force is 

established in the Department of Law. The attorney general, or the attorney general's 

designee, shall serve as the chair of the task force. The task force consists of representatives 

of the Department of Law, the Department of Public Safety, the Department of Health and 

Social Services, and two members, appointed by the governor, representing nongovernmental 

health and social services organizations that provide services to victims of human trafficking. 

The task force shall examine the prevalence of the crimes of human trafficking in the state 

and the services that are available to victims of the crimes of human trafficking under
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AS 11.41.360 and 11.41.365.

(b) The task force established in (a) of this section shall submit a report to the 

legislature by January 15, 2013. The report must include a current assessment of services 

currently available to victims of human trafficking, recommendations for improving services 

to victims of human trafficking, and the following information:

(1) the number of human trafficking cases reported to state and local law 

enforcement agencies in the state since 2007;

(2) the number of human trafficking cases prosecuted under Alaska law;

(3) the number of human trafficking cases state and local law enforcement 

agencies have investigated in cooperation with federal law enforcement agencies;

(4) the services currently available in the state to victims of human trafficking, 

including services provided by state agencies, federal agencies, or nongovernmental agencies 

relating to

(A) medical or psychological counseling;

(B) emergency shelter;

(C) translation;

(D) other assistance related to safe housing and legal services.

(c) The task force established in (a) of this section shall solicit information and input 

from local, state, and federal agencies, nongovernmental organizations, and other interested 

persons. The task force shall hold at least one public meeting and shall provide reasonable 

public notice, teleconference capability, and an opportunity for interested organizations, 

groups, or individuals to provide written or oral comments. Minutes of meetings and written 

comments provided to the task force shall be included in the report provided under (b) of this 

section.

(d) The state agency members of the task force shall be employees of their respective 

agencies, designated by the attorney general, the commissioner of public safety, or the 

commissioner of health and social services. Expenses, other than the personnel expenses, of 

the state agency members of the task force shall be shared by the Department of Law, the 

Department of Public Safety, and the Department of Health and Social Services. The 

nongovernmental health and social service organizations whose members are appointed by the 

governor shall be responsible for their members' costs in participating on the task force.
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3/20/12

A M E N D M E N T  ̂I
TO: SB 212

O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  S E N A T O R  M C G U I R E

Page 1, line 10:

Delete "and"

Page 1, line 11, following "Services":

Insert", and two members, appointed by the governor, representing nongovernmental 

health and social services organizations that provide services to victims of human trafficking"

Page 2, line 23, following "The":

Insert "state agency"

Page 2, line 25, following "expenses, of the":

Insert "state agency"

Page 2, line 27, following "Services.":

Insert "The nongovernmental health and social service organizations whose members 

are appointed by the governor shall be responsible for their members' costs in participating on 

the task force."
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Analysis

SB 212 creates a Hum an T ra ffick ing  Task Force in th e  D e pa rtm e n t o f  Law. R epresentatives fro m  th e  D epa rtm en ts  o f 
Public Safety and Health and Social Services w ill pa rtic ip a te  w ith  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f Law.

The task fo rce  w o u ld  be requ ired  to  assess th e  preva lence o f hum an tra ffic k in g  in th e  State O f Alaska since 
2007, th e  n u m b e r o f  p rosecu tions, and th e  services available to  v ic tim s  o f hum an tra ffick ing .

The fiscal im p ac t w o u ld  be $4 ,000 fo r  tra ve l costs and o th e r costs associated w ith  th e  task fo rce

STA T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 212
2012 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) P age  2 of 2



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Session:
State Capitol 125 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: (907) 465-2995 
Fax: (907) 465-6592

Interim:
716 W 4th Avenue, Suite 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 

Phone: (907) 269-0250 
Fax: (907) 269-0249

Senator Lesil McGuire

Sponsor Statement for SB212

“A n  A c t rela ting  to crim es o f  hum an trafficking; estab lish ing  the H um an  
Trafficking Task F orce to evaluate services available to victim s o f  hum an

trafficking; a n d  rela ting  to the recom m endations a n d  report o f  the task  fo rce . ”

Human Trafficking is a major problem facing Alaska and has captured the 
attention of Governor Parnell, Senator Murkowski, members of the Alaska State 
Legislature as well as non-profit and community organizations, eliciting the same 
resounding response “How can we help stop this?”

Suggestions from organizations such as the Polaris Project, the Department of 
Law, and the Anchorage Police Department have not provided clear answers to this 
question.

The goal of this legislation is developing a task force that will assist in answering 
these questions directly.

The task force proposed in SB 212 would be established under the Department of 
Law. The attorney general or their designee would serve as chair. The task force 
would consist of representatives from the Department of Law, the Department of 
Public Safety, and the Department of Health and Social Services.

The legislature would receive a report from the members of the task force by 
January 15, 2013 on the following information:

1. The number of human trafficking cases reported to the state and local law 
enforcement agencies in the state since 2007:

2. The number of human trafficking cases prosecuted under Alaska law;
3. The number of human trafficking cases state and local law enforcement 

agencies have investigated in cooperation with federal law enforcement 
agencies;

4. The services currently available in the state to victims of human trafficking, 
including services provided by state agencies, federal agencies, or non­
governmental agencies relating to:



a. Medical or psychological counseling;
b. Emergency shelter
c. Translation services
d. Other assistance related to safe housing and legal services.

Obtaining this information through an established task force will provide a full 
spectrum analysis so that we can begin to address these issues and bring together 
important agencies and individuals that work separately, but with the same goals.

Please join me with your support to help the State of Alaska understand and 
combat the complex issue of Human Trafficking.
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Covenant 
House

^  A la s k a
February 28, 2012

Senator Lesil McGuire 
State Capitol Room 125 
Juneau AK, 99801

Dear Senator McGuire,

Thank you for introducing SB 212: "An Act relating to crimes of human trafficking; establishing 
the Human Trafficking Task Force to evaluate services available to victims of human trafficking; 
and relating to the recommendations and report of the task force."

Covenant House Alaska (CHA) has been working to prevent human trafficking of youth and 
protect victims once they disclose abuse for the last several years. Based on reports from youth 
and law enforcement, CHA knows that the frequency and severity of trafficking cases is 
increasing. It is often difficult for youth to disclose and report trafficking activities because of the 
emotional manipulation, coercion and fear “pimps” impart on victims. CHA knows that youth 
are being violently forced into sex trafficking and held against their will. Youth have also 
reported being slowly led into trafficking by men acting as boyfriends or providers, only to end 
up in the rough world of drug houses and prostitution. The end result is repeated and systematic 
physical abuse and rape.

CHA appreciates the introduction of SB 212 and the deliberate work of the Alaska State 
Legislature to investigate the nature of this crime, its victims and the perpetrators. The Task 
Force will shine light on a world that few understand or recognize, yet the world of sex 
trafficking is alive in our state.

Thank you for your continued and committed work to protect victims of all ages in Alaska. Your 
advocacy is appreciated!

Sincerely,

^ P jLXa — /V C/VOtvJ-'-v-N

Deirdre A. Cronin 
Executive Director

Opening Doors for Homeless Youth
Celebrating 20 years of service in the State of Alaska 

Mailing: P.O. Box 104640, Anchorage, Alaska 995104640 • (907) 272-1255 • www.covenanthouseak.org

http://www.covenanthouseak.org

