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Senator Bettye Davis

CSSCR 2(STA), 27-LS0031YB - “Proposing amendments to the Uniform 
Rules of the Alaska State Legislature relating to the presiding officer pro 
tempore.”

T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 2  I S  T O  A M E N D  

T H E  U N I F O R M  R U L E S  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E  D U T I E S  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  O F  

T E M P O R A R Y  P R E S I D I N G  O F F I C E R S  A N D  T O  A L L O W  M O R E  L E G I S L A T O R S  T O  

F U N C T I O N  I N  L E A D E R S H I P  P O S I T I O N S .

C S S C R  2 ( S T A )  c r e a t e s  a  p e r m a n e n t  t h i r d  p o s it io n  in  le a d e r s h ip  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  p r e s id in g  

o f f i c e r s  w h o  h e r e t o f o r e  o n ly  p r e s id e d  o v e r  th e  f i r s t  f lo o r  s e s s io n  o f  a  le g is la t u r e  u n t i l  th e  

c h a m b e r s  w e r e  o r g a n iz e d  a n d  th e  p e r m a n e n t  o r  r e g u l a r  p r e s id in g  o f f ic e r s  w e r e  s e a t e d .

S e c t io n s  1 - 3  c h a n g e  th e  n o m e n c la tu re  in  t it le s  to  b e  co n s iste n t th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ifo r m  R u le s .

S e c t io n  4  a m e n d s  U n ifo r m  R u le  4  b y  e sta b lis h in g  th at in  th e  a b se n c e  o f  b o th  th e  re g u la r  

p re s id in g  o f f i c e r  (S p e a k e r  o f  th e H o u se ) an d  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  m a jo r ity  le a d e r , th e  p re s id in g  

o f f i c e r  p ro  te m p o re  p r e v io u s ly  e le c te d  in  U n ifo r m  R u le  1 (b )  s e r v e s  a s  th e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  

te m p o re . T h e  re s u lt  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  a m e n d in g  se c t io n  4  o f  S C R  2  is  th a t th e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  

p ro  te m p o re  e le c te d  a t th e  start o f  th e f ir s t  s e s s io n  o f  le g is la tu re , in  a d d itio n  to  th e  p re s id in g  

o f f i c e r  p ro  te m p o re ’ s  d u tie s  s e t  out in  U n ifo rm  R u le  1 ( b ) ,  w i l l  c o n tin u e  fo r  b o th  s e s s io n s  to  s e rv e  

a s  a  “ b a c k u p ”  in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  re g u la r  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  (S p e a k e r  o f  th e  H o u se )  an d  m a jo r ity  

le a d e r . P r e s id in g  o f f ic e r s  p ro  tem p o re  m a y  a ls o  b e  a s s ig n e d  o th er d u ties  c o n s is te n t w ith  the 

U n ifo r m  R u le s .  A s  p re se n t ly  p ro v id e d  in  R u le  4 , th e  re g u la r  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r s ,  m a jo r ity  le a d e rs , 

a n d  n o w  th e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r s  p ro  te m p o re , m a y  re lin q u is h  th e  c h a ir  to  a n y  m em b e r.
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L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

M E M O R A N D U M  M a rc h  2 1 ,  2 0 1 1

S U B J E C T :

T O :

F R O M :

Y o u  re q u e ste d  a  s e c t io n a l su m m a ry  o f  S C R  2 , a  b ill  re la tin g  to p ro p o se d  am e n d m en ts  to 

th e  U n ifo r m  R u le s  o f  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  re la tin g  to  th e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  pro  

te m p o re . T h is  s u m m a ry  is  cu rren t as o f  the d ate  o f  th is  m e m o ra n d u m  an d  th e " B "  

v e r s io n  o f  th e  re so lu t io n .

A s  a  p r e lim in a r y  m atte r, a  se c t io n a l su m m a ry  o f  a  b ill  sh o u ld  n o t b e  c o n s id e re d  an 

a u th o r ita tiv e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  the b il l  an d  the b ill i t s e l f  is  th e  b e st sta tem en t o f  its 

c o n te n ts . I f  y o u  w o u ld  lik e  an  in terp retatio n  o f  th e b il l  a s  it m a y  a p p ly  to  a  p a r tic u la r  set 

o f  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , p le a s e  a d v ise .

S e c t io n  1  o f  th e  b il l  a m e n d s  U n ifo rm  R u le  1( a )  b y  re p la c in g  " te m p o ra ry "  w ith  the p h rase  

"p ro  te m p o re ,"  m a k in g  th e  u se  o f  the term  "p ro  te m p o re "  c o n s iste n t th ro u g h o u t U n ifo rm  

R u le  1 .

S e c t io n  2  o f  th e  b i l l  a m e n d s  U n ifo rm  R u le  1 ( b )  b y  re p la c in g  " te m p o ra ry "  w ith  th e  p h rase  

"p ro  te m p o re "  in  tw o  p la c e s  in  U n ifo rm  R u le  1 ( b ) .  A g a in , re p la c in g  " te m p o ra ry "  w ith  

"p ro  te m p o re "  a c h ie v e s  c o n s is te n c y  th ro u g h o u t U n ifo rm  R u le  1 w h e n  d e s c r ib in g  th e  "pro 

te m p o re "  o f f ic e r .  T h is  se c t io n  a lso  re p la c e s  "p e rm an en t"  w ith  th e  w o rd  " re g u la r "  w h en  

id e n t i fy in g  th e  re g u la r  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  in  fo u r  p la c e s  in  U n ifo r m  R u le  1 ( b ) . T h e  term  

" r e g u la r "  is  u se d  to re p la c e  re fe re n c e  to  th e e x is t in g  "p e rm an en t"  o f f ic e r ,  an d  p ro v id e s  

c o n s is te n c y  in  d e s c r ib in g  the "re g u la r "  o f f ic e r  th ro u g h o u t U n ifo r m  R u le  1 .

S e c t io n  3  o f  th e  b i l l  a m e n d s U n ifo rm  R u le  1 ( c )  b y  re p la c in g  th e  p h ra se  " te m p o ra ry  and 

p e rm a n e n t,"  w ith  "th e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  te m p o re ,"  an d  " re g u la r ,"  an d  a lso  re p la c e s  

" o f f ic e r s "  w ith  " o f f ic e r ."  A g a in , th e  p ro p o se d  a m e n d in g  la n g u a g e  is  u se d  to  a c h ie v e  

c o n s is te n c y  th ro u g h o u t U n ifo rm  R u le  1 .

S e c t io n a l S u m m a ry  to  C S S C R  2 ( S T A )  

(W o rk  O rd er N o . 2 7 - L S 0 0 3 1 \ B )

S e n a to r  B e tty e  D a v is  

A ttn : T o m  O b erm e y e r

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329
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S e c t io n  4  a m e n d s  U n ifo r m  R u le  4  b y  e s ta b lis h in g  that, in  the a b se n c e  o f  b o th  th e  re g u la r 

p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  (S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u se )  an d  th e a b se n c e  o f  th e  m a jo r ity  le a d e r , the 

p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  te m p o re  p re v io u s ly  e le c te d  in  U n ifo rm  R u le  1 ( b )  s e r v e s  as th e 

p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  te m p o re . T h e  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  te m p o re  e le c te d  at th e  start o f  

th e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  a  le g is la tu re , in  a d d itio n  to the p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  te m p o re 's  d uties 

s e t  o u t in  U n ifo r m  R u le  1 (b), w i l l  co n tin u e  fo r  b o th  s e ss io n s  to  s e r v e  as  a  "b a c k u p "  in  the 

a b s e n c e  o f  th e  re g u la r  p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  (S p e a k e r  o f  th e H o u se )  an d  m a jo r ity  lead er. 

S e c t io n  4  o f  th e  b i l l  d o e s  n ot d isp la c e  o r  in  a n y  w a y  a lte r th e d u ties  o f  th e  S p e a k e r  o f  th e 

H o u s e , o r  th e H o u s e  M a jo r ity  L e a d e r. R a th e r , th e b ill  p ro v id e s  a  th ird  le ad e rsh ip  

p o s it io n  c a lle d  " p re s id in g  o f f ic e r  p ro  te m p o re "  to  id e n tify  a  m e m b e r e le c te d  to th is 

p o s it io n  a s  a  d e s ig n a te d  a ltern ate  in th e  e v e n t th at th e  sp e a k e r  an d  th e  m a jo r ity  le ad e r are 

a b sen t.

D D G :p lm  
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E x a m p l e s  o f  D u t ie s  o f  th e  S e n a t e  P r e s id e n t  P r o  T e m
(as o f  February 2 0 1 1 )

A l a b a m a  S e n a t e
R u le  2 1 .  M essages may be called at any stage o f business by the President Pro Tempore or in his/her absence, then 
the M ajority Leader, except while a matter is being considered, while the yeas and nays are being called, or while 
the ballots are being counted.

R u le  36. During the period between the end o f the regular session and the convening o f  the next regular session, or, 
in the first year o f  a quadrennium, between the Organizational Session and the regular session, members may deliver 
bills to the Secretary o f  the Senate, which shall be known as “ pre-filing.”  Such bills shall be numbered by the 
Secretary in the order o f  receipt and otherwise processed for introduction when the regular session has been 
convened. Pre-filed bills shall be assigned by the President, or his/her designee, with the concurrence o f  the 
President Pro Tempore, or his/her designee, to a standing committee for study and shall be formally referred to the 
same committee upon commencement o f  the regular session; provided, however, that no bill shall be pre-filed under 
this rule after the commencement o f  the last regular session o f  the Legislature in any quadrennium and before the 
organizational session following the general election.

R u le  42. In the absence o f  the President when the Senate convenes, the President Pro Tempore shall preside except 
as provided for in Rule 1 ;  however, any other rule to the contrary notwithstanding, when the President o f  the Senate 
chooses not to preside, the President Pro Tempore shall preside. Should the President Pro Tempore not be in the 
chamber or choose not to preside, the M ajority Leader shall preside and/or designate in writing a member to preside 
or until such time as the President or the President Pro Tempore, as the case may be, assumes or reassumes the 
presidential duties o f  the Chair; provided, however, that such delegation may not continue to the next legislative 
day.

R u le  45. When more than one member rises seeking recognition, the Presiding Officer shall decide which member 
to recognize. The President Pro Tempore shall be recognized first when rising for a Point o f  Order, as well as for the 
purpose o f  taking up House m essages, executive messages, and other matters o f  serious import for the operation of 
the Senate. The M ajority Leader, in the absence o f  the President Pro Tempore, shall have priority when seeking 
recognition.

R u le  47. (a) The Senate President Pro Tempore m ay designate the Majority Leader to perform the duties o f  the 
Senate President Pro Tempore in his/her absence, with the exception o f signing o f  bills and resolutions, which only 
the President and President Pro Tempore are constitutionally allowed to do. The President Pro Tempore shall be an 
additional voting member o f  all Senate Standing Committees, superseding the number o f  members o f  each standing 
committee as set out in Rule 48, including Local Legislation No. 1 , but excluding all other local legislation 
committees unless he/she is a  member o f  another local legislation committee by geographical circumstance. The 
President Pro Tempore may designate in writing to the Secretary o f the Senate the name o f  a member who is not 
already a member o f  the committee to represent him or her as a voting member under this rule. Such substitution 
shall be for a term o f  not less than one year unless such member so appointed dies or resigns from the Senate, or 
resigns from the committee so appointed under this rule.
(b) There shall be a Senate Committee on Assignments which shall be composed o f  the President Pro Tempore, the 
Lieutenant Governor, the Senate M ajority Leader and three additional members appointed by the President Pro 
Tempore. The Committee on Assignments shall appoint the Chairperson, V ice Chairperson and membership o f  all 
Senate Standing Committees and Select Committees. The Committee may reappoint the membership o f  the 
committees, and m ay rename the leadership o f  the committees. Any such change in committee membership, or the 
chairman or vice-chairman thereof, shall only be authorized by a majority vote o f  the membership o f  the Committee
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on Assignments. Actions o f  this committee shall be reported to the Senate by the President Pro Tempore or in 
his/her absence by the Senate Majority Leader as such appointments are approved. ...

Rule 54. A  bill or resolution carrying an appropriation may be referred to a committee other than the appropriate 
finance and taxation committee i f  the subj ect matter requires such referral in the judgment o f the President Pro 
Tempore. However, such bill or resolution shall also be referred to and reported by the appropriate committee on 
finance and taxation after being given a second reading.

Rule 68. The Secretary shall provide the Chairperson o f  each standing committee with a stamp with which to make 
endorsements on bills. Each standing committee o f  the Senate shall be furnished a secretary or clerk by the Secretary 
o f  the Senate. Office space shall be provided to the President Pro Tempore, the Senate Majority Leader, and to the 
Chairpersons o f  standing committees as such space is made available to the Senate.

Rule 82. Any motion relating to creating or filling a vacancy in the office o f  President Pro Tempore shall be in 
writing with a day certain for the vote, which day certain may not be less than five legislative days after the motion 
is filed. Any vote relating to the removal o f  a member serving as President Pro Tempore shall prevail only with a 
concurrence o f  a two-thirds vote o f  the elected members o f  the Senate.

A r i z o n a  S e n a t e
Rule 2. ... H. The President shall have the right to name any member as President Pro Tempore to serve during the 
President's absence, which appointment may extend throughout the session unless terminated by the Senate. The 
President may appoint any other member as temporary President Pro Tempore to serve for a limited period o f  time 
in the absence o f the President and President Pro Tempore. In the absence or omission o f  such an appointment, the 
Senate shall proceed to elect a President Pro Tempore to act during the absence o f  the President.

A r k a n s a s  S e n a t e
Rule 1.02. The President shall have the right to name any member to perform the duties o f  the Chair, but such 
substitution shall not extend beyond adjournment; provided, however, that in case o f  the absence o f  the President 
Pro Tempore, he m ay make such appointment for a period not exceeding ten (10) days, with the approval o f  the 
Senate at the time the same is made.

Rule 2.01. (a) At the beginning o f  every regular session o f  the General Assem bly the Senate shall elect from its 
members an officer to be styled “ President Pro Tempore” o f  the Senate, who shall perform all the duties o f  the 
President o f  the Senate during his absence, except as otherwise provided in these Rules. At the beginning o f  each 
regular session, the President Pro Tempore shall appoint four (4) Assistant President Pro Tempores, one from each 
o f  the current Congressional Districts. A t least three (3) o f  the Assistant President Pro Tempores shall be a member 
o f  the majority party. The President Pro Tempore shall designate one o f  the four Assistant President Pro Tempores 
to perform all the duties o f  the President Pro Tempore during his or her absence.
(b) Beginning with the 87th General Assembly, the President Pro Tempore shall not serve more than one term in the 
office nor shall the President Pro Tempore be Chairman o f  any Class “ A ” , “ B ”  or Class “ C”  Committee nor the Joint 
Budget Committee.
(c) The President Pro Tempore shall have the authority to convene the members o f  the Senate between sessions for 

the purpose o f  addressing any matter that affects the business o f  the full Senate.

Rule 5.01. The Chaplain shall be selected daily by the President Pro Tempore or his designee and shall attend the 
commencement o f  that day's session o f  the Senate and open the same with prayer.

Rule 7.02. . . .  (c) A ll vacancies on Class “ A ” , Class “ B ”  and Class “ C”  Committees o f  the Senate shall be filled by 
the President Pro Tempore on the basis o f  seniority or as provided by law or by other Rules o f the Senate. In the 
temporary absence o f  the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, the member next in rank and seniority, and soon, as 
often as the case m ay happen, shall act as Chairman. In case o f  a permanent vacancy in the Chairmanship or Vice- 
Chairmanship o f any committee, the President Pro Tempore shall appoint another Chairman or Vice-Chairman 
within the first three (3) days o f  the next regular or special session o f  the General Assembly.
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R u le  10 .0 5 . In the absence o f  a quorum, five (5) members shall be appointed by the President Pro Tempore to 
com pel the attendance o f  absent members. In all calls o f  the Senate, the doors shall be closed, the names o f  the 
members shall be called by the Secretary o f  the Senate, and the absentees noted. Those for whom no sufficient 
excuse is made may, by order o f the majority o f  those present, be sent for by members to be appointed by the 
President Pro Tempore for that purpose and their attendance secured and retained. The Senate shall determine upon 
what conditions they m ay be discharged. Members who voluntarily appear shall, unless the Senate otherwise directs, 
be immediately admitted to the Senate Chamber, and they shall report the names to the Secretary o f  the Senate to be 
entered upon the Journal as present. At any time after the roll call has been completed, the Presiding Officer may 
entertain a motion to adjourn. I f  the Senate adjourns, all proceedings under this section shall be vacated.

R u le  2 0 .0 1. The President Pro Tempore shall appoint all conference committees which 1 shall be ordered from the 
Senate from time to time, and unless otherwise directed by the Senate, the same number o f  Senators shall be named 
to serve on the conference committees as are named to serve on such committees by the House.

C a l i f o r n i a  S e n a t e
R u le  2 . The President pro Tempore, Assistant President pro Tempore, Vice Chair o f  the Committee on Rules, or 
senior member present shall call the Senate to order at the hour stated and, i f  a quorum is present, shall proceed with 
the order o f  business

R u le  7 . The President pro Tempore shall take the Chair and call the Senate to order at the hour o f  the meetings of 
the Senate. The President pro Tempore is the Presiding Officer o f the Senate.

It shall be the particular responsibility o f  the President pro Tempore to secure the prompt and businesslike 
disposition o f  bills and other business before the Senate. He or she shall maintain order in the Senate Chamber and, 
in case o f  a disturbance or disorderly conduct outside the bar or in the gallery, he or she shall have the power to 
order the same cleared.

The President pro Tempore shall serve ex officio as a member o f all Senate and joint committees o f which he or she 
is not a regular member, with all o f  the rights and privileges o f  that membership except the right to vote. In 
counting a quorum o f  any o f  these committees, the President pro Tempore may not be counted as a member.

The Assistant President pro Tempore or the Vice Chair o f the Committee on Rules shall, in the absence o f the 
President pro Tempore, perform the duties, and have all powers and authority, o f  the President pro Tempore.

R u le  8. The President pro Tempore o f  the Senate may name a Senator to perform the duties o f  the Chair in his or 
her absence. The Senator so named shall be vested, during that time on the floor, with all the powers o f  the 
President pro Tempore, and the Senator who performs these duties shall be known as the Assistant President pro 
Tempore.

In the absence o f  the President pro Tempore, the Assistant President pro Tempore, or the V ice Chair o f  the 
Committee on Rules, any Senator may perform the duties o f  the Chair.

R u le  10 .5 . On the first day o f  each session, the President pro Tempore, members o f  the Committee on Rules, 
Secretary o f the Senate, and Sergeant at Arms shall be elected by a majority vote o f  the duly elected and qualified 
M em bers o f  the Senate and shall serve until their successors are elected and qualify. The Committee on Rules shall 
appoint an Assistant Secretary, a Minute Clerk, a Chaplain, and other employees with such duties as the committee 
requires.

R u le  1 1 .  The Committee on Rules shall consist o f  the President pro Tempore o f  the Senate, who shall be the chair 
o f  the committee, and four other Members o f  the Senate to be elected by the Senate. There is a vacancy on the 
committee in the event a member ceases to be a Member o f  the Senate or resigns from the Committee on Rules. Any 
vacancy occurring during a summer, interim study, or final recess, except in the case o f the President pro Tempore, 
shall be filled by the remaining members o f  the Committee on Rules. A  vacancy occurring at any other time shall be 
filled  by election by the Senate.
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The Committee on Rules shall appoint all other committees o f the Senate and shall designate a chair and vice chair 
o f  each committee.

In making committee appointments, the Committee on Rules shall give consideration to seniority, preference, and 
experience. However, in making committee appointments, the Committee on Rules shall, as far as practicable, give 
equal representation to all parts o f the state.

R u le  38.5. Every amendment proposed must be germane. In order to be germane, an amendment must relate to the 
same subject as the original bill, resolution, or other question under consideration.

A  point o f  order m ay be raised that the proposed amendment or an amendment now in the bill, resolution, or other 
question under consideration is not germane, so long as the question is within control o f  the body. In that case the 
President pro Tem pore shall decide whether the point o f  order is well taken. In the absence o f  the President pro 
Tempore, the V ice  Chair o f  the Committee on Rules shall decide whether the point o f  order is well taken. If, in the 
opinion o f  the President pro Tempore or the Vice Chair o f the Committee on Rules, the point o f order is well taken, 
the question o f  germaneness shall on his or her motion be referred to the Committee on Rules for determination. The 
Committee on Rules shall m ake its determination by the following legislative day. I f  the point o f  order is raised and 
referral is made on the last legislative day preceding a joint recess, the Committee on Rules shall make its 
determination before adjourning for the recess. ...

C o lo r a d o  S e n a t e
R u le  1 .  (a) Unless otherwise ordered, the regular hour o f meeting o f  the Senate shall be 10  o'clock a.m. on 
Mondays, and 9 o'clock a.m. on other days. The hour o f  adjournment shall be as ordered.

(b) The President o f  the Senate, or in the President's absence the President pro tempore, shall take the chair every 
day promptly at the hour to which the Senate stands adjourned, shall call the Senate to order, shall lead or designate 
another Senator to lead the members in a recitation of the pledge o f  allegiance to the flag o f  the United States o f 
Am erica, and on the ascertainment o f  a quorum, shall proceed to business.

(c) I f  at the hour for the convening o f the Senate, the President and the President pro tempore shall be absent, the 
senior Senator present shall call the Senate to order and shall continue to preside, with all the powers, privileges, and 
duties o f  the President, until the President or President pro tempore shall appear.

R u le  12 .  ... (b) A t the beginning o f  each regular session convening after a general election and at such other times 
as may be necessary, the Senate shall, by a majority vote o f  all members elected, elect one o f  its members as 
President, and another member as President pro tempore, who shall, during the absence or inability o f  the President 
to serve, preside over the Senate and exercise and perform all the powers, privileges, and duties o f  the President In 
addition, in the event o f  the death, resignation, disability, or absence from the state o f  the President, the President 
pro tempore, as acting President shall exercise all the powers and duties o f  the President when the General 
Assem bly is not in session, but die exercise of such powers and duties by the President pro tempore shall continue 
only until the General Assem bly shall meet or until the disability or absence from the state o f  the President is 
removed, whichever shall first occur. In the event o f  the death, resignation, disability, or absence from the state o f 
the President pro tempore, then the majority floor leader shall succeed to the office o f  acting President pro tempore.

(c) Neither the President, President pro tempore, nor any acting or temporary presiding officer shall be excused from 
or prohibited from  voting on any question because o f so presiding, but shall not vote on appeals from such person's 
decision.

C o n n e c t ic u t  S e n a t e
Rule 6. I f  the President while presiding, wishes to leave the chair, the president pro tempore shall preside, or, in the 
absence o f  the president pro tempore, the president pro tempore's designee shall preside for a period not exceeding 
one day.

R u le  7. Within one week after appointment, the President Pro Tempore shall nominate a chaplain and up to three
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deputy chaplains, and i f  such nominations are confirmed by the Senate by a majority vote, the candidates so 
nominated and confirmed shall serve for the 2 0 11  and 2 0 12  sessions.

R u le  9. . . .  (b) On any day that is not scheduled as a session day, the President Pro Tempore and the Minority 
Leader, or their designees, m ay call the Senate into session for purposes o f  transacting business o f  a procedural 
nature by filing with the clerk or the clerk's designee a written instruction to conduct a pro forma Senate session with 
or without the presence o f  a senator. Said direction shall include a written motion to adopt the day's Senate agenda 
and act on all items as indicated and incorporate the items by reference into the Senate journal and Senate transcript. 
Said motion shall be read into the record and shall have the same force and effect as i f  the Senate were convened 
with a presiding officer and senator.

R u le  18 . The m ajority leader, other leaders o f  the majority party in the Senate and the chairperson and vice 
chairpersons o f  each standing and select committee shall be appointed by the president pro tempore o f the Senate. 
Chairpersons and vice chairpersons shall serve at the pleasure o f  the president pro tempore and the majority leader. 
The clerks o f  the standing and select committees and the chairpersons o f the subcommittees thereof shall be 
appointed by the chairpersons o f the respective committees with the approval o f  the president pro tempore o f the 
Senate. The minority leader shall be elected by the members o f  the minority party in the Senate and the other leaders 
o f  the minority party in the Senate shall be appointed by the minority leader. The minority leader shall appoint 
ranking minority members to each standing and select committee. Such ranking members shall serve at the pleasure 
o f  the minority leader. A ll standing and select committee members shall be appointed by the president pro tempore 
by the fifth regular session day o f  the first year o f the term, except to fill a vacancy caused by death or incapacity or 
resignation from  the Senate or from a committee; and except that the president pro tempore may appoint any 
member elected after the fifth regular session day o f  the first year o f die term to any committee within five calendar 
days after the member takes the oath o f office. Not more than nine senators shall be appointed to any standing 
committee, except that the joint standing committees on Appropriations and Finance, Revenue and Bonding shall 
consist o f  not more than eleven senators. The member first named shall be chairperson. The chairperson o f  each 
committee m ay appoint one o f  the members o f  the committee as clerk thereof. A ll Senate leaders, standing 
committee assignments, chairpersons, vice chairpersons and clerks and subcommittee chairpersons shall serve for 
both the 2 0 1 1  and the 2 0 12  sessions.

D e l a w a r e  S e n a t e
R ule  9. . . .  C . President Pro Tern's pre-filed list.
( 1)  A  bill or resolution filed with the Secretary may, in the discretion o f  the President Pro Tem, be placed upon the 
"President Pro Tern's pre-filed list" and the bill or resolution shall at such time be assigned to a Committee by the 
President Pro Tem. Copies o f the President Pro Tern's pre-filed list shall be distributed to members prior to its 
reading b y  the Reading Clerk. The President Pro Tern's pre-filed list shall be read as soon as practicable by the 
Reading Clerk.

R u le  18 . The President Pro Tempore shall appoint all committees; however, the President Pro Tempore, on at the 
Pro Tern’ s own initiative or upon order o f  the Senate, may appoint special or select committees.

F l o r i d a  S e n a t e
R u le  1 . 1 .  A  President and a President Pro Tempore shall be elected for a term o f  two (2) years at the organization 
session preceding the regular session o f  each odd-numbered year. They shall take an oath to support the Constitution 
o f  the United States and the Constitution o f  the State o f  Florida, and for the true and faithful discharge o f  the duties 
o f  office. The M ajority Party may, by caucus called by the President, elect a President Designate and a President Pro 
Tempore Designate, and their names shall be certified to the Secretary. The President may designate a Majority 
Leader whose name shall be certified to the Secretary. The Minority Party may, by caucus, elect a Minority Leader 
and a  M inority Leader Pro Tempore, and their names shall be certified to the Secretary at the organization session. 
A ll elected officers are to hold office until their successors are chosen and qualified or until the expiration o f their 
term, whichever shall occur first.

R u le  1 .7 .  ( 1)  The President m ay name any Senator to perform the duties o f the chair.
(2) I f  for any reason the President is absent and fails to name a Senator, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the 
duties o f  the chair.

5



(3) I f  the President resigns, he or she may, prior to resignation, designate a member o f  his or her party to assume the 
duties o f  the chair until a permanent successor is elected.
(4) In the event the chair is vacated permanently, nothing herein shall preclude the Senate from electing a presiding 
officer. I f  the chair is vacated permanently during a session o f the Legislature, a new presiding officer must be 
elected within seven (7) days o f  the vacancy. I f  the chair is vacated permanently while the Legislature is not in 
session, the President’ s designee shall convene the Senate no later than thirty (30) days after the vacancy for the 
purpose o f  electing a new presiding officer. The election shall be the Senate’ s first order o f  business. In the event 
that a designation is not made pursuant to subsection (3) o f  this Rule, the President Pro Tempore shall assume the 
duties o f  the designee in convening the Senate to elect a new presiding officer.

G e o r g i a  S e n a t e
R u le  1 - 1 .2 .  (a) A  President Pro Tempore shall be elected by the Senate from among its members by a majority o f 
the Senators voting, provided the total vote constitutes a quorum. The President Pro Tempore shall act as President 
in case o f  the temporary disability o f  the President o f  the Senate. In case o f  the death, resignation, or permanent 
disability o f  the President o f  the Senate or in the event o f  the succession o f  the President o f  the Senate to the 
executive power, the President Pro Tempore shall become President o f  the Senate and shall receive the same 
compensation and allowances as the Speaker o f the House o f  Representatives. The General Assembly shall provide 
by law  for the method o f  determining disability as provided in this Paragraph.
(b) Whenever from any cause the President o f  the Senate shall be absent, the President Pro Tempore shall preside. I f  
both shall be absent, the Secretary o f  the Senate shall call the Senate to order and shall preside until the election o f 
an acting presiding officer, which said election shall be the first business o f  the Senate. The acting presiding officer 
shall preside until the return o f  one o f  the first named officers, at which time his or her functions shall cease.
(c) The President o f the Senate may, during a day's session, name the President Pro Tempore or the designee o f the 
President to perform the duties o f  the Chair during any part o f  that day, but no longer.
(d) W hile presiding, or in the absence o f  the President o f the Senate, the President Pro Tempore shall have the same 
powers and duties as the President o f  the Senate.

R u le  1 - 1 .3 .  When the President Pro Tempore or any other Senator is presiding, he or she shall not vote unless the 
Senate shall be equally divided, or unless his or her vote, i f  given to the minority, w ill make the division equal. The 
presiding Senator shall vote in  all elections. In all cases where a fixed constitutional vote is required to pass a bill or 
measure under consideration, and said bill or measure shall lack only one vote to pass the same, the presiding 
Senator shall vote, and his or her vote shall be counted the same as that o f  any other member.

R u le  2 - 1 . 1 .  The Committee on Assignments shall be composed o f the President Pro Tempore o f the Senate, the 
M ajority Leader, the M ajority Caucus Chairperson, the Majority Whip, the Majority Caucus Vice-Chair, the 
M ajority Caucus Secretary, and two Senators appointed by the President o f  the Senate. The President Pro Tempore 
or his designee shall serve as Chair o f the committee. The Chair shall vote only to break a tie. Actions o f  this 
committee shall be reported to the Senate by the committee chairperson as necessary. The meetings o f  this 
committee shall be closed to the public.

R u le  2 - 1 .2 . There shall be a  Committee on Administrative Affairs composed o f the President o f  the Senate, the 
President Pro Tempore, the M ajority Leader, the Minority Leader, the Secretary o f  the Senate, and three members 
appointed by the President o f  the Senate. This Committee shall have the responsibility o f  employing, supervising, 
disciplining, and setting the compensation o f all aides, secretaries and other personnel for the Senate, including the 
Senate Budget and Evaluation, Senate Press and Senate Research offices. The Committee shall supervise the 
purchase and allotment o f  supplies for the Senate. This Committee shall also supervise and approve all out-of-state 
travel o f  members o f  the Senate and staff.

R u le  2-7.3. The Committee o f  the Whole shall not proceed with the business before it whenever a vote on any 
question shall disclose the fact that no quorum of the Senate is present. Whenever it is suggested that a quorum is 
not present, the President Pro Tempore or his or her designee shall satisfy him self or herself o f  the fact by actual 
count o f  the Committee and shall report the same to the Committee; and the President Pro Tempore or his or her 
designee shall, on his or her own motion, order that the Committee immediately rise, and he or she shall report the 
fact o f  the absence o f  a quorum to the Senate.

6



R u le  8 -1.2 . When two or m ore Senators shall rise at the same time, the President shall name the Senator entitled to 
proceed; provided, however, the President shall recognize the President Pro Tempore, the M ajority Leader, and the 
M inority Leader, in that order o f  precedence, should any o f  them rise to speak, prior to recognizing any other 
Senator.

H a w a i i  S e n a t e
R u le  5. ( 1 )  In case the President and Vice-President shall be absent at the hour to which the Senate had adjourned, 
the member o f  the m ajority party having the longest tenure in the Senate shall preside until a President pro tempore 
is chosen. I f  two or more members are equally qualified to preside, the eldest qualified member shall preside.
(2) The President pro tempore shall be invested with all o f  the powers and shall perform all the duties o f  the 
President. Whenever the President pro tempore is required to sign a bill or other instrument, the Clerk shall attach to 
such bill or instrument a certificate stating that such President pro tempore was duly elected and is authorized to so 
sign.

I d a h o  S e n a t e
R u le  1 .  (A) The President o f  the Senate is the Lieutenant Governor and, in his absence or inability to serve, the 
President Pro Tempore shall perform with like privilege and authority all functions and duties o f  the President. The 
President shall vote only when the Senate is equally divided, but this restriction shall apply only to the President and 
not to the President Pro Tempore or any other Senator who may be in the Chair. The presiding officer shall never 
cast more than one vote. ...

R u le  3 . (A) A t the first meeting o f  the Senate at which a quorum shall be present, the Senate shall proceed to elect a 
President Pro Tempore and a Secretary and shall adopt temporary rules which, unless otherwise specifically stated, 
shall be the permanent rules o f  the preceding session ....

R u le  6. (A) The President m ay, in the temporary absence or temporary incapacity o f  the President Pro Tempore, or 
with his consent, designate, either verbally or in writing, any Senator to perform the duties o f  the Chair who shall, 
during such time, be invested with all powers and privileges o f  the President except that o f signing bills and joint 
resolutions, but such appointment shall not extend beyond an adjournment.
(B) Succession to Office o f  President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate. Upon the death, removal, permanent incapacity 
or resignation from office o f  the President Pro Tempore o f the Senate, during a legislative session, the Senate shall 
proceed to elect a new President Pro Tempore. In the event o f  the President Pro Tempore's death, removal, 
resignation or permanent incapacity between legislative sessions, the Senate M ajority Leader (and in the event o f 
his death, removal, resignation or permanent incapacity to act as interim President Pro Tempore, the Senate 
Assistant M ajority Leader) shall act as interim President Pro Tempore with all o f  the duties, powers and 
prerogatives o f  the office, to serve until the next session o f the Legislature, at which time a new President Pro 
Tempore shall be elected.

R u le  7. . . .  (C) A ll em ployees o f  the Senate shall be selected by an attache committee, which committee shall be 
appointed by the Senate leadership, and the employees so selected shall be subject to the approval o f  the Senate. 
There shall be paid to the employees o f  the Senate, for all services rendered by them, such compensation as may be 
determined by Senate leadership. The President Pro Tempore is authorized to retain such personnel as deemed 
necessary during the interim.
(D) Subject to the overall supervision o f  the President Pro Tempore, the Secretary o f  the Senate shall have general 
responsibility for all Senate employees, although doorkeepers, watchmen, janitors, pages, and others charged with 
housekeeping functions, shall be immediately responsible to the Sergeant at Arms.

R u le  19 . (A) The following standing committees shall be appointed by the leadership under the direction o f  the 
President Pro Tempore, b y  and with the advice and consent o f  the Senate; the number o f  members on each 
committee shall be fixed in the order o f  appointment, and such order shall be read into the Journal; provided that the 
President Pro Tempore shall appoint a m ajority o f each committee and the chairman o f each committee from the 
membership o f  the political party having a majority in the Senate: ...



R u le  1 .  . . . ( b )  The announced convening time of the Senate may be changed after the Senate has adjourned with the 
agreement o f  the President Pro Tempore and the Minority Floor Lead er....

R u le  3 . Every Senator shall be present at all meetings o f the Senate unless excused by the President Pro Tempore.

R u le  9. (a) The President Pro Tempore shall preside over the Senate when the President is absent or steps down 
from the Chair. W henever presiding over the Senate, the President Pro Tempore shall at any time have the right to 
designate a member o f  the Senate to preside in place o f  the President Pro Tempore. In the absence o f the President 
and the President Pro Tempore, the Majority Leader shall preside over the Senate.
(b) In the case o f death or resignation o f  the President Pro Tempore, the Majority Caucus Chair shall serve as 
Temporary President Pro Tempore until the election o f  a President Pro Tempore by the members o f the Senate 
pursuant to subsection (d) o f  this rule. I f  the Majority Caucus Chair is unable to serve as Temporary President Pro 
Tempore, the individuals holding the following positions shall serve as Temporary President Pro Tempore in the 
order listed:
( 1)  M ajority Floor Leader.
(2) M ajority Whip.
(3) Assistant President Pro Tempore.
(4) Assistant M ajority Floor Leader. I f  two (2) individuals hold the position o f  Assistant Majority Floor Leader, the 
individual having served in that position the longest shall serve as Temporary President Pro Tempore.
(c) Whenever the M ajority Caucus Chair, or any member listed in the order o f  succession, files with the Ranking 
M em ber o f  the Committee on Rules and Legislative Procedure a written statement suggesting that the President Pro 
Tempore is unable to perform the duties o f die office because o f incapacity, the Ranking Member shall convene the 
Committee within twenty-four (24) hours to decide the question. The President Pro Tempore, who serves as Chair o f 
the Committee, shall not preside over the meeting o f  the Committee under this rule. However, the President Pro 
Tempore shall be permitted to vote on the question as a member o f  the committee. I f  the Committee finds that the 
President Pro Tempore is unable to perform the duties o f the office, the Majority Caucus Chair shall serve as 
Temporary President Pro Tempore until the election o f  an Acting President Pro Tempore by the caucus o f  the 
President Pro Tempore pursuant to subsection (e) o f  this rule. I f  the Majority Caucus Chair is unable to serve as 
Temporary President Pro Tempore, the individuals holding the following positions shall serve as Temporary 
President Pro Tempore, in the order listed:
( 1)  Majority Floor Leader.
(2) Majority Whip.
(3) Assistant President Pro Tempore.
(4) Assistant M ajority Floor Leader. I f  two (2) individuals hold the position o f  Assistant Majority Floor Leader, the 
individual having served in that position the longest shall serve as Temporary President Pro Tempore.
(5) Assistant Caucus Chair. I f  two (2) individuals hold the position o f  Assistant Caucus Chair, the individual having 
served in that position the longest shall serve as Temporary President Pro Tempore.
(6) Assistant M ajority Whip.
(d) I f  the President Pro Tem pore dies or resigns when the Senate is in session, the full Senate shall meet within 
forty-eight (48) hours to elect a  new President Pro Tempore. I f  the President Pro Tempore dies or resigns when the 
Senate is not in session, the fu ll Senate shall meet within five (5) calendar days to elect a new President Pro 
Tempore.
(e) I f  the President Pro Tem pore is found unable to perform the duties o f the office under subsection (c) when the 
Senate is in session, the caucus o f  the President Pro Tempore shall meet within forty-eight (48) hours to elect an 
Acting President Pro Tempore. I f  the President Pro Tempore is found unable to perform the duties o f  the office 
under subsection (c) when the Senate is not in session, the caucus o f  the President Pro Tempore shall meet within 
five (5) calendar days to elect an Acting President Pro Tempore. The full Senate is not required to meet to approve 
the election o f  an A cting President Pro Tempore by the caucus.
(f) The Temporary President Pro Tempore and the Acting President Pro Tempore shall exercise all o f  the duties and 
powers granted to the President Pro Tempore under the Standing Rules and Orders o f  the Senate.
(g) The Acting President Pro Tempore shall serve until the Committee on Rules and Legislative Procedure 
determines that the President Pro Tempore is able to resume the duties o f  the office. The Committee shall meet 
within twenty-four (24) hours to determine the question upon receipt o f a  written statement from the President Pro 
Tempore that the President Pro Tempore is able to resume the duties o f the office. The President Pro Tempore, who
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serves as Chair o f  the Committee, shall not preside over the meeting o f  the Committee under this Rule. However, 
the President Pro Tempore shall be permitted to vote on the question as a member o f  the committee.

R u le  17 . . . .  (d) A  motion to adjourn may be made only by the President Pro Tempore or Senator designated by the 
President Pro Tempore.

R u le  2 1 .  The first item o f  business at the first regular session o f a term o f the General Assem bly shall be the 
election o f  the following:
The President Pro Tempore 
The Principal Secretary

R ule  2 3 . (a) The President Pro Tempore shall appoint the following:
( 1)  M ajority Floor Leader.
(2) M ajority Whip.
(3) Assistant President Pro Tempore.
(4) Assistant M ajority Floor Leader(s).
(5) Assistant M ajority Whip.
(6) Assistant M ajority Caucus Chair(s).
(7) Assistant M ajority Secretary o f  the Senate.
(8) Postmaster o f  the Senate.
(9) Principal Doorkeeper o f  the Senate.
( 10 )  M ajority Attorney o f  the Senate.
( 1 1 )  Deputy Secretary o f  Operations.
( 12 )  Acting Principal Secretary o f  the Senate, i f  the Principal Secretary is 
removed, suspended, unable to serve, or resigns.
( 13 )  C h ief Legal Counsel. ...

R u le  24. The officers and employees o f  the Senate shall be responsible to and under the direction o f the President 
Pro Tempore or President Pro Tempore-elect.

R u le  32 . (a) The President Pro Tempore or President Pro Tempore-elect shall appoint the chairperson and members 
o f  each o f the standing committees and subcommittees thereto. The appointments to standing committees and 
subcommittees shall be reported to the Senate by the President Pro Tempore and recorded in the Journal.
(b) The chairpersons and members o f  the standing committees and subcommittees thereof shall continue for the term 
o f the General Assem bly unless removed by the President Pro Tempore or unable to serve.
(c) A ll vacancies on any committee or subcommittee shall be filled by appointment by the President Pro Tempore or 
President Pro Tempore-elect o f  the Senate.

R u le  49. (a) Whenever the President Pro Tempore o f the Senate shall assign a filed Senate bill or joint resolution to 
a standing committee, the assignment shall be made within seven (7) calendar days following the last day for filing 
Senate bills and joint resolutions and shall cause the bill or joint resolution with die committee assignment to be set 
forth on a bill filing list. ...

R u le  5 1 .  B ills and resolutions pre-filed prior to a session or during recess after organization day may be assigned 
and released by the President Pro Tempore or President Pro Tempore-elect o f  the Senate to a standing committee for 
consideration and w ill be introduced the first or a subsequent day on which the Senate is convened.

R u le  84. (a) I f  the Senate dissents in House amendments, the President Pro Tempore may appoint a conference 
committee, and i f  the House dissents in Senate amendments, the Speaker may request by the appointment o f  House 
conferees, that the President Pro Tempore appoint a conference committee.
(b) The Senate conference committee consists of two Senators, with the first listed Senator being the Senate 
Chairperson, Advisors m ay be appointed at any time b y  the President Pro Tempore.
(c) Senate conferees m ay be changed or removed at any time by the President Pro Tempore, who shall give written 
notice to the O ffice o f  the Minority Leader o f  the change.
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(d) The appointment o f  a conference committee and any change o f  conferees shall be reported by the President Pro 
Tempore to the Senate and posted in the information center for the Senate committee meetings and on the Senate 
bulletin boards.

R u le  87. (a) A ll bills passed by both Houses shall be printed in enrolled form and shall be certified as accurate by 
the first author o f  the bill, the President o f  the Senate, the President Pro Tempore, and the Principal Secretary. One 
cop y o f  each enrollment shall be furnished to the author at the time o f  that certification.

Io w a  Senate
R u le  53 . The senate shall elect, from its membership, a president pro tempore. When the president is absent, the 
president pro tempore shall preside, except when the chair is filled by temporary appointment by the president or the 
m ajority leader.

The president pro tempore, when presiding, shall perform duties as prescribed in rule 52, paragraphs 1 and 2.

The president pro tempore shall serve as a member o f  the legislative council and as a member o f  the senate 
committee on rules and administration.

K e n t u c k y  S e n a t e
R u le  26. . . .  The President m ay designate any Senator to preside in the absence o f  both the President and President 
Pro Tem and to perform all duties o f the President, including duties as a member o f the Committee on Committees. 
This designation by the President may be made from time to time or for any period o f  time as the President may 
designate.

R u le  27. . . .  A ny decision made by the President shall be subject to appeal to the Senate. During the pendency o f 
any appeal to the Senate from  a decision o f  the chair, the President shall vacate the chair and call the President Pro 
Tem  to preside. When the President Pro Tem is presiding on an appeal to the Senate from a decision o f  the 
President, no motion or business shall be in order except the motion on appeal from the decision o f  the President, 
and that motion shall not be debatable. Upon an appeal, the question put to the Senate shall be stated as follows: 
"Sh all the decision o f  the President stand as the judgment o f  the Senate? An ‘A ye ’ vote shall support the President’ s 
ruling, and a ‘N a y ’ vote shall oppose the President’ s ruling." The ruling o f  the President shall be sustained unless a 
m ajority o f  the members elected to the Senate oppose the ruling.

R u le  28. The Senate shall elect a President Pro Tem, who shall perform the duties o f  the President when the 
President is absent from the Senate, or when empowered by the President to perform the duties o f  the chair.

R u le  37 . There shall be a Committee on Committees composed o f the President, the President Pro Tem, the 
M ajority Floor Leader, the M ajority Caucus Chairman, the Majority Whip, the Minority Floor Leader, the Minority 
Caucus Chairman, and the M inority Whip o f  the Senate.

The majority o f  this committee shah have full power to act on all matters referred to the committee either by these 
rules or by action o f the Senate. A  meeting o f  the Committee on Committees may be called by the President, the 
M ajority Floor Leader, or a m ajority o f  the committee members.

The President shall be Chairman o f the Committee on Committees, and in the President’ s absence, the Majority 
Floor Leader shall serve as Chairman.

A ll bills and resolutions bearing the force and effect o f  law shall, upon their introduction, be automatically referred 
to the Committee on Committees which shall refer same to the proper committee not later than the third day in 
which the Senate is in session after the date o f  introduction.

The Committee on Committees shall have supervision and control over all employees o f the Senate whether elected 
by the Senate or appointed by the Committee on Committees or provided by the Legislative Research Commission, 
and the Committee on Committees shall see that they perform all o f their duties to the Senate and the members 
thereof. The Committee on Committees is empowered to discharge any or all o f  said employees and officers except
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the constitutional officers o f  the Senate. The Committee on Committees shall appoint the members o f  all standing 
and special committees and shall fill any vacancies thereon.

L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t e
R u le  3 .4 . A. The President Pro Tempore shall be elected by the members o f  the Senate from among the members 
thereof in the same manner as the President. He shall be elected every four years, and his election shall be the next 
order o f  business following election o f the President.
B. He may be removed from office in the same manner as the President.
C. A  vacancy in the office o f  President Pro Tempore shall be filled in the same manner as the original election.

R u le  3 .5 . The President Pro Tempore shall:
( 1)  In the absence o f  the President, preside or call a member to preside over the Senate,
(2) Upon the death or resignation o f  the President, assume the powers, duties, and emoluments o f  the President until 
a president is elected as provided in Senate Rule 3 .2 .
(3) In case o f  the disability or temporary absence o f  the President, assume the powers, duties, and responsibilities o f 
the President until the termination o f  the disability or absence. The Senate shall make appropriate financial 
recompense to the President Pro Tempore for his service during such time.
(4) Determine the meeting time o f  the Senate, with concurrence o f  the Senate.
(5) Perform such other duties as are assigned to him by the President, the Senate, the state constitution or laws, the 
Joint Rules o f the Senate and House, the Senate mles, or otherwise by the Legislature.

M a i n e  S e n a t e
R ule  2 0 1 . The President shall:
.. .3 .  Appoint all committees, a Sergeant-at-Arms, an Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, a President Pro Tempore 
to perform the duties o f  the Chair during the President's absence and chamber staff, unless the Senate 
otherwise directs. Name a  Senator to perform the duties o f  the President when the President Pro Tempore 
is absent. The President m ay rescind these appointments at any time; ...

R u le  202. The President Pro Tempore shall:
1 .  Preside at the time to which the Senate has adjourned when the President is absent;
2. When the President assum es the office o f  Governor, exercise the powers and duties o f  the office o f  President until 
the vacancy in the Senate created b y  the President's successionJ:o the office o f  Governor is filled, the Senator so 
elected is seated and a  President is elected.

M ic h ig a n  S e n a t e
R u le  1 .10 4 . a) A  President pro tempore, Assistant President pro tempore, and Associate President pro tempore shall 
be elected by a vote o f  a m ajority o f  the Senators elected and serving. They shall be elected at the first session o f a 
quadrennium. A ll officers elected by the Senate are to hold office until their successors are elected and qualified or 
until the expiration o f  their term, whichever occurs first. ..,

M in n e s o t a  S e n a t e
R ule  14 .2 . The President m ay call a member to preside. In the absence o f  the President, the President Pro Tem, the 
Chair o f  the Committee on Rules and A dministration, or the Chair's designee, shall preside over the Senate. In the 
absence o f  the President and the Chair, the Senate may select a member to perform the duties o f  the President, 
Substitutions do not extend beyond adjournment.

M is s i s s ip p i  S e n a t e
R ule  9. There shall be elected a President Pro Tempore in the manner provided in Section 5 - 1- 15 ,  Mississippi Code 
o f  19 72 . The President Pro Tempore shall not be eligible for appointment as chairman o f  any standing Senate 
committee, with the exception o f  the Rules Committee.

R u le  10 . In the election o f  the President Pro Tempore, the candidate receiving the lowest number o f  votes shall be 
dropped after the first ballot and on each succeeding ballot until one ( 1)  candidate receives a majority o f  all votes 
cast, and the vote shall be by viva voce vote on roll call o f  the members.
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R ule  1 1 .  In the absence o f  the President, or at the President's request, the President Pro Tempore shall act in the 
President’s stead, assuming the duties and responsibilities herein granted to the President.

Rule 65. ( 1 )  There shall be a standing Committee on Rules which shall consist o f  the President (who shall be a 
nonvoting member), the President Pro Tempore, and four (4) Senators, each having served at least four (4) years in 
the Senate, one ( 1)  from each Congressional District o f  the State as constituted on January 1,2 0 0 4 , to be selected by 
the Senators from their respective congressional districts by caucus. The voting precinct o f  the Senator representing 
such district shall determine the congressional district caucus in which the Senator shall participate and for which 
the Senator m ay hold membership on the Rules Committee. The President Pro Tempore shall serve as chairman o f 
the committee; the vice  chairman shall be appointed by the President Pro Tempore from among the Senators on the 
committee. . . .

M i s s o u r i  S e n a t e
R u le  10 . The president pro tem shall be parliamentarian o f  the senate and may decide all points o f  order, and in his 
absence such points o f  order may be decided by the chairman o f the Committee on the Judiciary and C ivil and 
Criminal Jurisprudence, except in either case, the point o f  order may be referred by the then acting parliamentarian, 
to the Committee on Parliamentary Procedure for consideration and determination. A ll rulings on points o f  order 
shall be  subject to an appeal to the senate and all questions and points o f order shall be noted by the secretary with 
the decision thereon.

Rule 1 2 .  A ll committees listed in Rule 25 shall be appointed by the president pro tem o f the senate, except as 
otherwise provided. The minority party members shall be chosen by the minority party in the manner determined by 
the minority party caucus.
A t the beginning o f  each session the caucus chairman o f  the minority party may file with the secretary o f the senate 
a statement setting forth the method by which minority party members are to be appointed as determined by the 
minority party caucus, but i f  no such statement is filed, the minority party members shall be appointed to 
committees by the minority floor leader.

R u le  1 3 .  The president pro tem shall be chosen by the senate, and i f  the president pro tem so chosen is absent, or his 
office vacant, the senate m ay proceed to elect an interim president pro tem to hold the office during such absence or 
other incapacity, at the pleasure o f  the senate.

R ule 14 . The president pro tem shall sign all acts, joint resolutions and addresses. A ll writs, warrants and subpoenas 
issued by order o f  the senate shall be under his or her hand attested by the secretary.

R u le  16 . Stenographers and reporters wishing to take down the debates and proceedings o f  the senate may be 
admitted by the president pro tem to the reporters' table on the floor o f the senate for that purpose, and under such 
further regulations as the senate may prescribe, but no persons, including members o f  the senate, other than 
members o f  the press, shall be permitted to sit at the press table while the senate is in session.

R u le  17 .  Subject to the unanimous approval o f  the president pro tem and the majority and minority floor leaders as 
to time and duration, live or taped news media broadcasts o f  sessions o f  the senate may be made by broadcast media 
representatives. Reporters and technicians to effectuate such broadcasts or taping m ay be admitted to the chamber 
for this purpose, but no apparatus or procedure shall be used which will interfere with the usual procedure o f the 
senate. A ll recording or broadcasting shall be done from areas reserved or set aside for such activities by news 
media representatives by the president pro tem.

R ule  25 . The president pro tem o f the senate shall appoint the following standing committees: ...

R u le  2 7 . The Committee on Parliamentary Procedure shall be composed o f  three members: the president pro tem, 
the chairman o f  the Committee on the Judiciary and C ivil and Criminal Jurisprudence, and the minority floor leader.

R u le  3 1 . 1 .  The standing committees o f  the senate on Administration, Appropriations, and such other committees as 
the president pro tem shall designate, may function within the state unless otherwise approved by the president pro 
tem during the interim between the end o f  the first regular session and the commencement o f  the second regular
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session, at such times and places as are considered necessary to consider bills and other matters referred to them, to 
hold hearings, hear testimony, receive evidence, make such studies as are deemed necessary and to perform any 
other necessary legislative function pertinent to their respective powers and duties.
2. The actual and necessary expenses o f each committee functioning during the interim pursuant to the provisions o f 
this rule, and the expenses o f  its members and the research and clerical personnel assigned to it incurred in attending 
meetings o f  the committee or o f  any subcommittee thereof, shall be paid from the senate contingent fund upon the 
approval o f  the chairman o f  the committee on administration and the president pro tem o f the senate.

M o n t a n a  S e n a t e
R u le  S 10 -30 . President, President pro tempore, and other officers. ( 1)  The Senate shall, at the beginning o f each 
regular session, and at other times as may be necessary, elect a Senator as President and a Senator as President pro 
tempore.
(2) The Senate shall choose its other officers and is the judge o f  the elections, returns, and qualifications o f the 
Senators.

R u le  S 10 -6 0 . Succession. ( 1 )  In case o f  the absence or disqualification o f the President, the President pro tempore 
o f  the Senate shall perform the duties o f  the President until the vacancy is filled or the disability removed.
(2) Whenever the President pro tempore o f  the Senate is o f the opposite political party from that o f  the President, the 
follow ing procedure applies:
(a) I f  the President dies while in office, the members o f  the Senate have the right to immediately nominate and elect 
an acting President o f  the sam e party.
(To) I f  the President is absent fo r 2  or more legislative days or at any time after the 85th legislative day or at any time 
during special session o f  the Legislature and wants to appoint an acting President during the President's absence, the 
President may do so, or the members o f  the Senate have the right to immediately nominate and elect an acting 
President o f die President's caucus.
(c) A n acting President o f  the Senate has the powers o f  the President and supersedes the powers o f  the President pro 
tempore.

N e v a d a  S e n a t e
R u le  2. President Pro Tem and Other Presiding Officers. 1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2:
(a) The President Pro Tem has all the power and shall discharge all the duties o f  the President during his absence or 
inability to discharge the duties o f  his office,
(b) In the absence or inability o f  the President Pro Tem to discharge the duties o f the President’ s office, the Chair o f 
the Standing Committee on Legislative Operations and Elections shall serve as the presiding officer. In the absence 
or inability o f  the Chair, the V ice  Chair o f the Standing Committee on Legislative Operations and Elections shall 
serve as the presiding officer. In the absence or inability o f  the Vice Chair o f the Standing Committee on Legislative 
Operations and Elections, the Senate shall elect one o f  its members to serve as the presiding officer. A  member who 
is serving as the presiding officer has all the power and shall discharge all the duties o f  the President until the 
absence or inability which resulted in the member serving as the presiding officer has ended.
2. When the President Pro Tem  or another member is serving as the presiding officer, the President Pro Tem or other 
member may vote on any question for which he is otherwise qualified to vote as a member. I f  the Senate is equally 
divided on the question, the President Pro Tem or other member may not give an additional deciding vote or casting 
vote pursuant to Senate Standing Rule No. 3 1  or Section 17  o f  Article 5 o f  the N evada Constitution.

N e w  J e r s e y  S e n a t e
R u le  1 :4 .  At the organization meeting, the Senate shall elect a President, a President, pro tempore, and a Secretary, 
each o f  whom shall continue in office at the pleasure o f  the Senate. The votes o f  2 1  or more members are required 
for the election o f  each o f  those officers and for their removal from office. Vacancies in those offices shall be filled 
at the next meeting o f  the Senate

R u le  3 :9 . a. I f  the President desires to temporarily vacate the Chair during any meeting, the President shall request 
the President, pro tempore, or name another Senator to preside. While presiding the President, pro tempore, or other 
Senator shall exercise the powers and duties o f  the President.
b. When the President is absent, the President, pro tempore, shall possess all the powers and discharge all the duties 
o f  the President.
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N e w  M e x i c o  S e n a t e
R u le  1-2 . The other officers o f  the senate shall be:
(a) a president pro tempore;
(b) one chaplain;
(c) one chief clerk;
(d) three assistant ch ief clerks; and
(e) one sergeant-at-arms.

R u le  4-5. The president pro tempore when acting as president, or any member o f  the senate while acting as 
presiding officer o f  the senate, shall be invested with all the powers and duties conferred by these rules upon the 
president. Whenever the president is not in the chair, the president pro tempore or some member designated by the 
president pro tempore, or elected by the senate, shall preside.

R u le  9 - 1 . There shall be a committee known as the "committees' committee", which shall be composed o f  the 
president pro tempore, the majority floor leader, the majority whip, the minority floor leader, the minority whip and 
five members o f  the m ajority party and one member o f  the minority party appointed by the president pro tempore, 
by and with the consent o f  the senate; provided if  a vacancy is created on the committees' committee for any reason, 
the president pro tempore or the appropriate caucus i f  the vacancy is that o f  a party leader, may fill the vacancy. The 
chairman o f  the committees' committee shall be the president pro tempore. The vice chairman shall be selected by 
the members o f  the committees' committee. ...

R u le  9 - 13 - 1 .  There shall be a  committee known as the senate ethics committee, which shall be composed o f  the 
president pro tempore, the majority floor leader, the majority whip, the minority floor leader, the minority whip, the 
m ajority caucus chairman, the minority caucus chairman and one member o f the senate minority party appointed by 
the senate minority floor leader. The senate ethics committee is designated as the committee to which all matters 
pertaining to ethics shall be referred. The president pro tempore shall chair the senate ethics committee. ...

R u le  10 - 1 .  When the senate resolves itself into the committee o f  the whole, the president pro tempore, or a senator 
designated by him or the senate, shall preside.

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  S e n a t e
R u le  4. Convening and presiding in absence o f  President. -  In the absence o f  the President, the President Pro 
T empore, or a Senator designated by the President Pro Tempore shall convene or reconvene the Senate and preside, 
and during such time shall be vested with all powers o f  the President o f  the Senate except that o f casting a vote in 
case o f  a tie when the President Pro Tempore or the designated Presiding Officer has already voted on the question 
as a  Senator. In the event o f  the absence o f  the President and President Pro Tempore at any time fixed for the 
reconvening o f  the Senate, the Senate shall be called to order by a member designated by the President Pro 
Tempore, or i f  no member is designated, by the Deputy President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate. I f  no member has been 
designated and the Deputy President Pro Tempore is also absent, the Senate shall be called to order by the Chair of 
the Committee on Rules and Operations o f  the Senate who shall designate some member to act as Presiding Officer.

R u le  9. Parliamentarian to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore. -  The President Pro Tempore shall appoint 
from among the members o f  the Senate a Parliamentarian. In the absence o f the Parliamentarian, the Chair o f the 
Committee on Rules and Operations o f  the Senate shall act as Parliamentarian.

R u le  17 .  . . . ( g )  The President Pro Tempore may authorize and provide for the broadcasting o f Senate sessions via 
television or Internet.

R u le  3 1 .  Appointment o f  committees. -  The President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate shall have the exclusive right and 
authority to appoint the membership o f  all committees, regular and select, and to appoint committee chairs and vice­
chairs and to establish select committees, but this does not exclude the right o f  the Senate by resolution to establish 
select committees. Upon the recommendation o f the Committee on Rules and Operations o f  the Senate, the Senate
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m ay alter the name, number, and composition o f the standing committees by a majority vote o f  the Senators present 
and voting.

R u le  34 . ( a ) . ..  The President Pro Tempore shall have the exclusive right and authority to determine the total 
number o f  members and the number o f  members o f  each political party o f each committee. No Senator shall hold 
membership on more than 12  standing committees unless the Committee on Rules and Operations o f the Senate 
provides otherwise. ...
(b) The President Pro Tempore and the Deputy President Pro Tempore may serve as ex officio members o f  each 
Senate committee and subcommittee.

R u le  37 . Committee o f  the Whole Senate. ... Only the President Pro Tempore, the Deputy President Pro Tempore, 
or the Chair o f  the Committee on Rules and Operations o f the Senate may move to resolve into the Committee o f the 
Whole Senate. ... The Chair shall be the President Pro Tempore o f the Senate or his designee.

R u le  57. Conference committee. -  The President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate, or in the President Pro Tempore's 
absence, the Deputy President Pro Tempore, upon motion, shall appoint a conference committee when the Senate 
fails to concur in amendments or committee substitutes put by the House to a bill originating in the Senate, or when 
the House o f  Representatives fails to concur in amendments or committee substitutes put by the Senate to a bill 
originating in the House. Senate conferees shall include the primary sponsor o f  the bill. In considering the bill 
committed to the conferees, only such matters as are germane to the bill shall be considered by the conferees, and 
the conference report shall deal only with such matters. The matters referred to the conference committee by the 
conference committee chairs shall go to and be considered by the conferees appointed by the Senate and the House 
o f Representatives. While the bill is in conference committee, the Senate's position shall be determined by a 
m ajority o f  the Senate conferees. Upon agreement by the Senate and House o f  Representatives, a conference report 
shall be drafted reflecting the matters considered and agreed upon by the conferees. The conference report shall not 
be amended.

R u le  60. Pages. -  (a) The President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate shall appoint pages. The President Pro Tempore, or 
such person as the President Pro Tempore may designate, shall supervise the pages and assign to them their duties. 
Each page shall be at least 15  years o f age or be in the ninth grade at the time o f service. ...

R u le  66. President to sign papers. -  A ll addresses and all warrants and subpoenas issued by order o f the Senate, 
shall be signed by the President, the President Pro Tempore, or the Deputy President Pro Tempore. A ll acts and 
resolutions shall be signed by the President, the President Pro Tempore, the Deputy President Pro Tempore, or by a 
Senator designated by the President Pro Tempore to act as Presiding Officer.

R u le  72. Assignment o f  seats; offices. -  (a) The President Pro Tempore o f the Senate shall assign seats in the 
Senate Chamber to the members elected. The President Pro Tempore, when assigning seats, may give preferential 
consideration to the respective members according to the length o f  service which each member has rendered in the 
Senate. No incumbent appointed to fill an unexpired term in the immediate preceding session shall retain the seat i f  
requested by a  Senator elected to said session.
(b) Not later than two weeks after the initial committee assignments become final, the President Pro Tempore o f  the 
Senate is authorized to make assignments o f  committee rooms and offices to designated committees, chairs, and 
members o f  the Senate. In making such assignments o f  individual offices, the President Pro Tempore may give 
preferential consideration to the respective members according to the length o f service which each member has 
rendered in the Senate.

N o r t h  D a k o t a  S e n a t e
R u le  202. President Pro Tempore. In the absence o f  the President o f  the Senate, or during refusal o f  the President to 
act, the President Pro Tempore shall exercise all rights and prerogatives o f  the President. While the Legislative 
Assem bly is in session, the President Pro Tempore shall sign all vouchers for payment o f  money out o f  the 
appropriation for the Legislative Assembly.
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O k la h o m a  S e n a t e
R ule 1 - 3 .  IN TER PR ETA TIO N . When the Senate is in daily session, interpretation o f  the rules shall be made by the 
President Pro Tempore or by an elected member o f the Senate designated by the President Pro Tempore as Presiding 
O fficer pursuant to Senate Rule 2-4; when a committee is meeting, interpretation o f  the rules shall be made by the 
committee chair, or in the chair's absence the vice-chair, o f  the committee; and at all other times interpretation o f the 
rules shall be made b y  the President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate. ...

R u le  2 - 1 .  O FFIC ER S. O fficers o f the Senate shall be:
The President, who shall be the Lieutenant Governor o f  the State o f Oklahoma;
The President Pro Tempore, who shall be the Presiding Officer o f  the Senate;
Such other officers as m ay be designated by the Majority and Minority caucuses; provided, the Majority Floor 
Leader shall serve as acting President Pro Tempore in the event that the President Pro Tempore vacates the office on 
a temporary basis. I f  the President Pro Tempore shall vacate the office on a permanent basis, the Majority Floor 
Leader shall serve as acting President Pro Tempore until such time as the Senate shall elect a new President Pro 
Tempore; and 
The Secretary.

R u le  2-2. ELEC TIO N . The President Pro Tempore shall be elected by a majority o f  the members o f  the Senate 
when the Senate convenes on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January o f  each odd-numbered year. The 
Secretary o f  the Senate, who shall not be a member o f  the Senate, shall be elected by a majority o f  the members 
following election o f  the President Pro Tempore and announcement o f  the other officers.

R u le  2-4. D U T IES O F T H E PRESID EN T PRO TEM PO RE.
A . The President Pro Tempore shall be the chief executive officer o f  the Senate and shall prescribe all policies not 
otherwise provided by  law or by the rules. The President Pro Tempore shall serve as Presiding Officer o f the Senate 
during its daily sessions but m ay designate another member o f the Senate to serve as Presiding Officer at such times 
as the President Pro Tempore deems appropriate. Wherever the title “ Presiding Officer”  appears in the rules it shall 
mean the President Pro Tempore or an elected member o f  the Senate designated by the President Pro Tempore as 
Presiding Officer.
B . The President Pro Tempore may refer any matter concerning exercise o f  the Senate's discretionary powers and 
duties under Section 30  o f  Article V  o f  the Oklahoma Constitution to a standing committee or select committee as 
the President Pro Tempore deems appropriate.
C. The President Pro Tempore shall determine the duties to be performed for the Senate by the Secretary o f the 
Senate and shall designate a  Chief o f  S ta ff to be responsible for staff duties not assigned to the Secretary o f the 
Senate. The President Pro Tempore or a designee shall be responsible for the issuance o f  all warrants and vouchers 
and the maintenance o f  an accurate account o f  expenditures by the Senate.

R u le  3 - 1 .  E X E C U T IV E  A SS IS T A N T S . Each member o f  the Senate shall be entitled to designate an executive 
assistant. Executive assistants shall serve at the discretion of, and perform such duties as prescribed by, the 
individual member o f  the Senate for whom employed, subject to such policies as may be established by the 
President Pro Tempore.

R u le  3 -2 . L E A D E R SH IP  ST A FF. The President Pro Tempore shall be entitled to employ a leadership staff. 
Leadership staff shall serve at the discretion of, for such compensation pursuant to law as may be determined by, 
and perform such duties as prescribed by, the President Pro Tempore.

Rule 3 -3 . S E R V IC E  S T A F F . The C h ie f o f  Staff, subject to the review and supervision o f  the President Pro 
Tempore, shall be authorized to employ service staff. Service staff shall be employed according to policies 
established by the President Pro Tempore and shall receive such compensation pursuant to law as may be 
determined by, and perform such duties as prescribed by, the President Pro Tempore.

R u le  4-2. M A N D A T O R Y  A U D IT . The President Pro Tempore shall cause an audit o f  the Senate's expenditures to 
be made at least once each fiscal year.

R u le  4-3. P H Y S IC A L  P R O P E R T Y . The President Pro Tempore shall be responsible for the physical property o f the 
Senate and for that portion o f  the Capitol assigned to the Senate. The C hief o f  Staff, under direction o f  the President
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Pro Tempore, shall be authorized to perform routine repairs, maintenance and upkeep on such property and 
facilities.

R u le  4-4, SU P P L IE S  A N D  EQ UIPM EN T. The use o f Senate supplies and equipment, including Senate postage 
meters, is restricted to official Senate business. Questions o f  compliance shall be resolved by the President Pro 
Tempore or, at the discretion o f  the President Pro Tempore, the Rules Committee.

R u le  6 -1. PR O PO SA LS. A ny member o f  the Senate may submit in writing to the President Pro Tempore a proposal 
for study or consideration by the Senate, subject to such deadlines for interim studies as may be established by the 
President Pro Tempore.

R u le  7 - 1 .  T Y P E S  A N D  N U M B E R . There shall be two types o f  Senate committees established by the. President Pro 
Tempore, to-wit: standing committees and select committees. The President Pro Tempore shall appoint the chair and 
vice-chair o f  each standing committee and o f  each select committee.

The President Pro Tempore m ay establish, and appoint the members of, as many ad hoc subcommittees o f each 
standing committee as the President Pro Tempore deems appropriate. There shall be as many select committees as 
are created by the President Pro Tempore.

R u le  7-2. M E M B E R SH IP . Membership on standing committees and on select committees shall be subject to the 
following:
A . The President Pro Tempore shall appoint, subject to the approval o f the Senate, the Majority Caucus members 
and the chair and vice-chair o f  each standing committee.

D. The President Pro Tempore shall appoint all members o f  select committees.
E. The President Pro Tempore and Majority Floor Leader shall each be ex officio and voting members o f  all 
standing and select Senate committees.

R u le  7-4. D U T IES OF LE G ISL A T IO N  CO M M ITTEES. Each legislative committee shall be responsible for the 
formulation o f  legislative programs and determination o f nonlegislative matters within the jurisdiction prescribed by 
the President Pro Tempore; shall inquire into the administration and execution o f all laws within the same 
jurisdiction; shall consider such proposals as may be submitted to the committee by the President Pro Tempore; and 
shall be responsible for the continuing codification o f all laws within the prescribed jurisdiction.

R u le  8 -1 . C O M M ITTEE OF TH E W HOLE. Without prior notice, the Senate may, by motion approved by a 
m ajority o f  the members o f  the Senate, declare itself a Committee o f  the Whole, at which time the President Pro 
Tempore or a member designated by the President Pro Tempore shall chair the Committee o f the Whole. Rules 
applicable to other Senate committees shall be applied to the Committee o f  the Whole, except those rules relating to 
notice.

R u le  10 -2 . G A L L E R IE S  A N D  H A L L W A Y S. The President Pro Tempore or a designee is empowered to assign 
seats in the galleries o f  the Senate and is empowered to order the galleries and hallways o f  the Senate cleared to 
preserve order or to ensure the safety o f  the members o f  the Senate. ...

R u le  10 -5 . C A L L  OF TH E SEN A T E . The Senate may, by majority vote o f the members present, operate under Call 
o f  the Senate, in which case the President Pro Tempore is empowered to compel the attendance o f  all members of 
the Senate and is empowered to confine the members o f  the Senate to the chamber.

R u le  10 - 10 . S E N A T E  LO U N G E AN D  ANTEROO M S. The President Pro Tempore may prescribe policies 
restricting the use o f  the Senate lounge and any rooms adjoining the lounge or the Senate chamber.

O r e g o n  S e n a t e
R u le  7 .0 1 . Election o f  Presiding Officer; Pro Tempore Presiding Officer. ( 1 )  The members o f  the Senate shall 
elect by a roll call vote a President o f  the Senate. A  constitutional majority (16 )  is required to elect a President.
(2) The members shall also elect by a roll call vote a President pro tempore o f  the Senate. A  constitutional majority 
( 16 )  is required to elect a President pro tempore.
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P e n n s y lv a n ia  S e n a t e  
R u le  IV
1 .  (a) The Senate shall, at the beginning and close o f each regular session and at such other times as may be 
necessary, elect one o f  its Members President Pro Tempore, who shall perform the duties o f  the Lieutenant 
Governor in any case o f  absence or disability o f  that officer, and whenever the office o f  Lieutenant Governor shall 
be vacant. (Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9)
(b) The vote o f  a majority o f  the Members voting shall be required to elect a President Pro Tempore. Except at the 
beginning and close o f  each regular session, the Senate shall only elect a President Pro Tempore when the office has 
become vacant and the vote o f  the majority o f  the Members elected shall be required to vacate the office o f  a seated 
President Pro Tempore.

R u le  V
1. The President Pro Tempore shall:
(a) Appoint the Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and members o f  the Standing Committees o f  the Senate as soon after the 
election o f  the President Pro Tempore as possible.
(b) Appoint members to special committees whenever authorized.
(c) F ill all vacancies occurring in standing and special committees.
(d) R efer to the appropriate standing committee, every bill and joint resolution which may be introduced in the 
Senate or received from the House o f  Representatives. Such referral shall be at the President Pro Tempore's 
convenience but not later than the succeeding legislative day.
(e) Appoint and have under the President Pro Tempore's direction such Senate employees as are authorized by law.
(f) Vote last on all questions when occupying the Chair.
2. The President Pro Tempore may:
(a) Name any Senator to preside in the absence o f the President, or i f  both the President and President Pro Tempore 
are absent the M ajority Leader, or the Majority Leader’s designee, shall preside. The Majority Leader, during such 
time, shall be vested with all powers o f  the President. This authority shall not extend beyond a day's adjournment.

R u le  X V
1. There shall be the following permanent Standing committees, the Chairmen, the Vice-Chairmen and members 
thereof to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore as soon as possible after his election in sessions convening in 
odd-numbered years or such other times as may be necessary. The composition o f  each Standing Committee shall 
reasonably reflect the party composition o f  the Senate m em bership....
2. (a) The President Pro Tempore shall be an ex-officio voting Member o f  all standing committees and 
subcommittees and not included in the number o f  committee members herein provided except that the President Pro 
Tempore shall not be an ex-officio Member o f  the Committee on Ethics and O fficial Conduct. ...

R u le  X X
1 .  The President Pro Tempore shall appoint three Senators to comprise a Committee o f  Conference. Two shall be 
from the majority party and one from the minority party. ...

R h o d e  I s l a n d  S e n a t e
R u le  1.6 . "President Pro Tempore" is a member o f  the senate elected to that position, who presides over the senate 
in the absence o f  the president o f the senate.

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S e n a t e
R u le  1 .  . . .  B . A t various times as he or she deems necessary during the session, the President Pro Tempore is 
authorized to make a motion to provide for the convening o f  the Senate in statewide session for the exclusive 
purpose o f  the introduction and referral o f  bills, receipt o f communications and committee reports and the reading 
and passage o f  local legislation to which all members o f an affected delegation have given their consent for the bill 
to be taken up, and to adjourn immediately thereafter. Any such motion shall provide the specific dates during which 
the motion shall apply and shall provide that the Senate must convene at 11 :0 0  a.m. and adjourn not later than 12:30 
p.m. on each such day and such motion must be made at least two (2) days prior to the beginning o f  the period for 
which it applies.



C. The President Pro Tempore or his designee, when, in his opinion, it is impractical or dangerous to hold a 
regularly scheduled session(s) o f  the Senate, may declare the body adjourned to some other time. Such actions are to 
be taken only in times o f  great emergency including, but not limited to, natural disasters, severe weather, and acts o f 
God.

R u le  7. A. I f  a Senator in speaking, or otherwise, violates the Rules o f  the Senate, the presiding officer shall, or any 
member may, by raising a point o f  order, call him to order; and when a member is called to order by the President or 
under a point o f  order, he or she shall sit down and may not proceed without leave o f  the Senate, unless the 
President takes the point o f  order under advisement. The President may call for the Sense o f  the Senate on any 
question o f  order. Every question o f order must be decided by the President, without debate, and Senators shall have 
the right to appeal the decisions o f  the President to the full Senate. When the decision o f the President is appealed, 
the President Pro Tempore or his or her designee shall preside and the President shall retire from the chamber during 
the pendency o f  the appeal and the Senate's debate and action on the motion to appeal. The question before the 
Senate shall be "Shall the ruling o f  the President be overridden?" and after not more than thirty (30) minutes, fifteen 
( 15 )  minutes for and fifteen ( 15 )  minutes against, o f  debate it shall be decided by a majority vote o f  the membership.

S o u t h  D a k o t a  S e n a t e
R u le  S l - 1 .  President pro tempore presides in absence o f  president. I f  the president is absent or unable to serve, the 
president pro tempore shall act as presiding officer o f  the Senate. The acts o f the president pro tempore have the 
same validity as those o f  the president.

R u le  S2-2 . Seating assignments. The president pro tempore o f  the Senate, with the advice o f the minority leader, 
shall make the seating assignments for the floor o f the Senate.

R u le  S 3 - 1 .  Elective officers. The officers o f  the Senate are a president pro tempore o f  the Senate, a secretary o f the 
Senate and such other officers necessary to conduct the business o f  the Senate, who shall be formally elected by a 
m ajority vote o f  the members-elect o f  the Senate. Employees necessary to conduct the business o f  the Senate shall 
be appointed by the president pro tempore and their appointment shall be announced at the opening o f  the session.

R u le  S4-2. Chairs o f standing committees. The president pro tempore o f  the Senate shall serve as the chair o f the 
legislative procedure committee. For other committees, the member o f  a committee announced first is the chair. In 
the absence o f  the chair, the member announced next shall act as chair, and so on as often as necessary.

R u le  S4-3. Referral o f  bills to committee. Upon the first reading o f  a bill, the president pro tempore o f  the Senate or 
his designee shall assign that bill to an appropriate committee for hearing.

T e n n e s s e e  S e n a t e
R u le  3 . S P E A K E R  PRO  TEM PO R E. The Speaker o f  the Senate shall appoint a Speaker pro tempore who shall 
perform  such duties as assigned by the Speaker. The Speaker pro tempore shall serve at the pleasure o f the Speaker. 
The Speaker pro tempore shall preside during the absence o f  the Speaker, except that the Speaker shall have the 
right to name any member to perform the duties o f  the Chair for a period not to extend beyond an adjournment. In 
the absence o f  the Speaker and the Speaker pro tempore, it shall be the duty o f  the Clerk to call the Senate to order 
and call the roll for the election o f  a temporary speaker. In the event o f  an interim vacancy in the office o f  Speaker, 
through death or resignation, or in the event of disability, the Speaker pro tempore shall conduct the necessary 
business o f  the Senate only until such time as an election can be held in the Senate to fill the vacancy.

T e x a s  S e n a t e
R u le  1.0 2 . The Senate shall, at the beginning and close o f  each session, and at such other times as may be necessary, 
elect one o f  its members President Pro Tempore, who shall perform the duties o f Lieutenant Governor in any case o f 
absence or disability o f  the Lieutenant Governor.

R u le  1.0 3 . I f  the office o f  Lieutenant Governor becomes vacant, the President Pro Tempore o f  the Senate shall 
convene the Committee o f  the Whole Senate within 30 days after the vacancy occurs. The Committee o f the Whole 
Senate shall elect one o f its m embers to perform the duties o f  the Lieutenant Governor in addition to the duties o f
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Senator until the next general election. I f  the Senator so elected ceases to be a Senator before the election o f  a new 
Lieutenant Governor, another Senator shall be elected in the same manner to perform the duties o f  the Lieutenant 
Governor until the next general election. Until the Committee o f  the Whole Senate elects one o f  its members for this 
purpose, the President Pro Tempore shall perform the duties o f the Lieutenant Governor.

U t a h  S e n a t e
R u le  SR -20 .03. The President may call a Senator to the chair as President Pro Tempore and that Senator has the 
power o f  the President while conducting. This substitution does not extend beyond adjournment.

V e r m o n t  S e n a t e
R u le  6. A s soon as m ay be after the convening o f each biennial session, the President o f  the Senate, the President 
pro tempore, and one senator elected by the Senate shall comprise the committee to be known as the Committee on 
Committees. The Committee on Committees shall appoint the members, on the part o f  the Senate, o f  the permanent 
joint standing committee on Joint Rules, and all committees o f the Senate, and all other committees requiring 
appointment o f  members o f  the Senate, unless otherwise provided by statute; but any appointment so made may, on 
motion o f  a senator, be overruled by the Senate; in which case the Senate shall, on nomination o f  a senator, 
immediately fill the vacancy. A n y motion to overrule the appointments o f  the Committee on Committees must be 
made not later than the next legislative day following the announcement o f  the committee appointments to the 
Senate. ...

R u le  17. The President pro tempore shall perform all the duties o f the President during the latter's absence.

R u le  36. The Orders o f  the D ay shall then be taken up. At the request o f  the President pro tempore, unless a majority 
o f  the Senate objects, bills or resolutions may be taken up out o f  their normal sequence. ...

V i r g i n i a  S e n a t e
R u le  2. (a). There shall be elected by the Senate, on the first day o f  the session following the election o f the Senate, 
a President pro tempore who shall serve for a term o f four years and be a senior member in the Senate.
(b). In the event o f  the absence, disability or vacancy in the office o f  the Lieutenant Governor, the President pro 
tempore shall carry out the duties o f the Lieutenant Governor as presiding officer. Further, the President pro tempore 
shall be the Chairman o f  the Commission on Interstate Cooperation o f  the Senate.
(c). The President pro tempore shall have the right to name in open session, or i f  he is absent, in writing, a Senator to 
perform the duties o f  the presiding officer, but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment o f a daily 
session, except by unanimous consent o f  those present.
(d). In the event o f  a  vacancy in the office o f  the Lieutenant Governor, or whenever the powers and duties o f  the 
Governor shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor, the President pro tempore shall have the right to name, in 
writing, a Senator to perform the duties o f  the presiding officer during his absence; and the Senator so named shall 
have the right to name, in open session, or in writing, i f  he is absent, a Senator to perform the duties o f  the presiding 
officer, but such substitution shall not extend beyond adjournment o f  a daily session, except by unanimous consent 
o f  those present

R u le  7. The Senate shall elect 1 1  Pages and five Pages shall be appointed by the following: one by the Lieutenant 
Governor; one by the President pro tempore; one by the chairman o f  the caucus o f  the majority party; one by the 
m ajority leader; and one by the minority leader. The Pages shall be no less than 13  and no more than 14  years o f age 
at die time o f  election or appointment, shall be residents o f  the Commonwealth o f  Virginia, and shall be elected or 
appointed for a term o f  one year. No Page shall be eligible for reelection. A ny such Page so elected or appointed 
m ay be suspended or dismissed for cause by the Clerk o f the Senate.

R u le  19 . (a). A  Committee on Rules, which shall be in addition to the foregoing standing Committees, 17  Senators, 
consisting o f  the standing Committee Chairs; the President pro tempore, i f  the person is not a Chair; the Majority 
Leader, i f  the person is not a  Chair; the Minority Leader; and members to comprise the 17 ..........

R u le  50. The Senate m ay go into the Committee o f  the Whole only upon the affirmative vote o f  a majority o f  the 
members elected. When the Senate shall resolve itself into the Committee o f the Whole, the President shall leave the
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C h a ir  and the P resid en t p ro  tem pore sh a ll preside in  the Com m ittee. I f  the President pro tem pore is absent from  the 
Senate, then the Senate sh a ll e le ct a chairm an to preside therein. ...

W ashington Senate
R u le  2 . 1. U p o n  the o rg a n iza tio n  o f  the senate the m em bers sh a ll e le ct one o f  their num ber as president pro tempore  
w ho  sh a ll ha ve  a ll the po w ers and authority and w ho shall d ischarge  a ll the duties o f  lieutenant go vern o r acting as 
president d u rin g  the lieutenant governor's absence. T h e  senate shall a lso  e le ct a v ice-p resid en t pro tem pore w ho w ill  
serve in  the ab sence  o f  the lieutenant go vern o r and the president pro tempore.
2. In  the ab sence  o f  the p resid e n t pro tem pore, and v ice  president pro  tem pore, or w ith  their consent, the president 
sh a ll h a v e  the r ig h t to nam e a n y  senator to perform  the duties o f  the ch air, but su ch  substitution sh a ll not extend  
b e y o n d  an adjournm ent, n o r au tho rize  the senator so  substituted to s ig n  any docum ents re q u irin g  the signature o f  the 
president.

W est V irgin ia Senate
R u le  4. T h e  P re s id e n t o f  the Senate sh a ll appoint a President pro tempore, w ho, d u rin g  the absence o f  the President, 
sh a ll p reside  and p e rfo rm  a ll the duties o f  the President.

W isconsin Senate
R u le  1. (1 )  T h e  senate s h a ll e lect, b y  ro ll ca ll vote, one o f  its m em bers to serve as president and one to serve as 
presiden t pro tem pore. T h e  president and president pro tem pore sh a ll serve fo r the b ienn ia l session u n less separated  
b y  death, re sign atio n , or re m o v a l b y  the adoption o f  a re so lu tio n  b y  a m a jo rity  o f  the current m em bership. ...

R u le  2 , (1 )  W h e n  the p re sid e n t is  absent or unable to preside over the senate s ittin g  in  session, the president pro 
tem pore m a y  p resid e  and assu m e  a ll o f  the duties enum erated under ru le  4. T h e  substitution does not extend beyond  
adjournm ent and ends up o n  th e  president's return o r the election o f  a new  president. ..,

R u le  3 . D u tie s  o f  presiden t p ro  tem pore and m ajority leader. W hen the president is  separated b y  death, resignation, 
o r re m o v a l fro m  o ff ic e , o r  is  otherw ise unable to serve, a ll o f  the pow ers and duties o f  the president not enumerated  
in  ru le  4_devolve u p o n  the p reside n t pro tempore until a  president is  elected. W hen both the president and president 
p ro  tem pore are  separated b y  death, resignation, or rem oval fro m  o ffice , o r are otherw ise unable to serve, a ll o f  the 
p o w ers an d duties o f  the p re sid e n t not enum erated under ru le  4_devolve upon the m a jo rity  leader until a  president is  
elected

(
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Legislative Leaders

Leadership positions. A t the b e g in n in g  of e ach  legislative  sessio n , d e c is io n s  are m ade  

c o n c e r n in g  le a d e rsh ip  positions. A m o n g  the first is the determ inatio n o f w h ic h  titles w ill be 
used and th e  n u m b e r of in d iv id u a ls  w h o  m ay hold e ach  po sition . T h e  m ost com m o n  

le a d e rsh ip  titles are president o f the Senate, sp e aker of the  H o u se , m ajo rity  leader an d m inority  
le ad e r. H o w e v e r, there  u su a lly  are no  lim its to the nam es an d n u m b ers of le ad ersh ip  positions  

that m a y  e x ist, an d  ta b le  9 9 -2 .1 3  illustrates the variety  used b y  le g is la tive  ch am b ers.

Selection and terms. O n c e  titles and the n u m b er o f in d iv id u a ls  to h o ld  e a ch  po sition  have  
be e n  set, the actual se le ctio n  o f leg is la tiv e  leaders co m m e n ce s. It is o n e  o f the ke y  steps taken  
to o rg a n iz e  a  le g is la tiv e  ch am b er, an d tables 9 9 -2 .1 4  throu gh 9 9 -2 ,1 8  illustrate how  state 

leg is la tu res c h o o se  th e ir  leaders.

T h e  p re s id in g  o ffice r— that is, the president of the Senate or sp e aker o f the H o u se — ty p ica lly  is 
e le c te d  b y  a vote  o f the fu ll bo d y. H o w e v e r, in the states sh o w n  b e lo w , the p erso n w ho  is 
e le cte d  b y  th e  p e o p le  to  serve as lieutenant go vern o r acts as the presiden t o f the  Senate.

A la b a m a N e w  M e x ic o

A rk a n sa s N e w  Y o rk

C a lifo rn ia N orth C a ro lin a

C o n n e c t ic u t North D ak o ta

D e la w a re O k la h o m a

G e o rg ia P e n n sy lv a n ia

Id a h o Rh o d e  Island

In d ia n a South C a ro lin a

M ic h ig a n South D ak o ta

M iss iss ip p i Te xas

M isso u ri V erm ont

N e b ra sk a V irg in ia

N e v a d a W ash in gto n

T h e  p resid e n t p ro  tern selects other c a u c u s  leaders in three states. In A la b a m a , th e  president 

p ro  tern a p p o in ts  th e  Senate m ajo rity  leader and assistant m ajo rity  leader. T h e  Sen ate  assistant 
m ajo rity  lead er and th e  m ajo rity  w h ip  are appointed b y  th is leader in C o n n e ctic u t. In the  
In d ia n a  Sen ate , the p residen t pro tern ch o o se s  the m ajority leader, assistant m ajo rity  leader and  

m a jo rity  w h ip .
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T h e  m a jo rity  le a d e r  a p p o in ts  other c a u c u s  leaders in the C o n n e ctic u t Senate an d  H o u se , F lorid a  

Sen ate  a n d  H o u s e , Io w a  Senate, M innesota Senate, O re g o n  Senate an d R h o d e  Island  Senate. 
T h e  s p e c if ic  le a d e rs w h o  are  se le cte d  by the m ajo rity  lead er are:

In the D e la w a re  H o u s e , th e  sp e a ke r pro tem is the  m ost sen io r m em be r of th e  m ajo rity  ca u cu s. 
T h e  c h a irm a n  o f th e  D is tr ic t  o f C o lu m b ia  C o u n c il is e le cte d  b y  the c it iz e n s  o f W ash in gto n , D .C .

In m ost le g is la tu re s, th e re  is no lim it to the n u m b e r of years that an in d iv id u a l m a y  h o ld  a 
le a d e rsh ip  p o s it io n . H o w e v e r , 2 4  ch am b ers reported that som e of th e ir le ad ersh ip  po sitions  
h a v e  term  lim its— e ith e r o ff ic ia l o r  unw ritten. T a b le  9 9 -2 .1 9  h igh ligh ts  these lim its.

Roles and responsibilities. T h e  ro les and respo nsib ilities of legislative  leaders v a ry  c o n sid e ra b ly  
a m o n g  th e  states. S h o w n  b e lo w  are brief syn o p se s o f the duties ty p ic a lly  associated  w ith  
se le cte d  le a d e rs h ip  p o sitio n s. T a b le s  9 9 -2 .2 0  through 9 9 -2 .3 6  p ro v id e  m ore detailed  
in fo rm atio n  o n  le a d e rs ' du ties.

President of the Senate. T h e  p reside n t is the p r in c ip a l leader o f the Senate. T h e  president 
ty p ic a lly  w ill  1) p re s id e  o v e r  the d a ily  sessions o f the Senate, 2) preserve o rd e r in the cham b er, 
3) state p a rlia m e n ta ry  m o tio n s, 4) ru le  on p arliam en tary q u estio ns, 5) a p p o in t com m ittee  ch a irs  
a n d  m e m b e rs, 6) refer b il ls  to  com m ittee, 7) sign leg islatio n , w rits an d  w arrants, and 8) act as 

the o ffic ia l sp o k e sp e rso n  for the ch am b er. In ab ou t 2 6  states, the lieu ten ant g o v e rn o r serves as 
the p re sid e n t o f th e  S e n a te , an d m an y of these du ties often are assum ed b y  the president pro  

tem .

President pro tem of the Senate. T h e  prim ary roles assigned to  the p resid e n t pro tem  are to 1) 
p re sid e  o v e r th e  Se n a te  in th e  president's ab se n ce , 2) e xe rc ise  the po w ers an d duties o f the  
p resid e n t in h is  o r h e r  a b se n ce , and 3) assu m e  other duties as a ssign e d  b y  the president. 
S o m e tim e s, th is is a n  h o n o ra ry  po sition , w ith fe w  substantive  duties a ssign e d . In states w here  

the lieu ten an t g o v e r n o r  p re s id e s  o ver the Senate, the president pro tem often assum es duties 

a sso c ia te d  w ith  a p re s id e n t.

Speaker of the House or Assembly. Th e  speaker is the p rin c ip a l lead er of the H o u se  or 
A s s e m b ly . T h e  s p e a k e r  ty p ic a lly  w ill 1) p reside  o ver the d a ily  se ssio n s of the H o u se  or 
A s s e m b ly , 2) p re se rv e  o rd e r  in  the cham b er, 3) state pa rliam en tary  m o tio n s, 4 ) ru le  on 

p a rlia m e n ta ry  q u e stio n s , 5 ) a p p o in t com m ittee c h a irs  an d m em bers, 6) refer b ills  to com m ittee, 
7) s ign  le g is la t io n , w rits  a n d  w arrants, and 8) act as the o ffic ia l spo kesp erso n for the ch am b er.

C o n n e c t ic u t  S e n a te  

C o n n e c t ic u t  H o u s e  
F lo r id a  S e n a te  

F lo r id a  H o u s e  
Io w a  S e n a te  

M in n e so ta  S e n a te  

O r e g o n  S e n a te  
R h o d e  Is la n d  Sen ate

A ssistant m ajo rity  leader, m ajo rity  w h ip  
D ep u ty  m ajo rity  leader 
M ajority w h ip

M ajority flo o r leader, m ajo rity  c a u c u s  c h a ir  
M ajority c a u c u s  secretary  

M ajority w h ip , m ajo rity  c a u c u s  secretary  
A ssistant m ajo rity  leader, m ajo rity  w h ip  
M ajority w h ip
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Speaker pro tem. T h e  p rim ary  roles assigned to the sp e ake r pro  tem  are to 1} p reside  over the  

H o u s e  o r A s s e m b ly  in the speaker's a b se n ce , 2) e x e rc ise  the po w ers an d  duties o f the speaker 
in h is o r h e r a b se n ce , an d 3) assum e other du ties as assigned b y  the speaker. In som e states, 
th is is an h o n o ra ry  p o sitio n , w ith few  substantive  du ties a ssign e d .

Majority leader or majority floor leader. T h e  p rim ary  fu n ctio n s o f a m ajo rity  lead er u su a lly  
relate to  f lo o r  duties. T h e  m ajo rity  leader 1) is the lead  sp e aker for the m ajo rity  party ca u cu s  
d u rin g  flo o r d e bates, 2) d e ve lo p s the ca le n d a r, an d 3) assists the  president o r speaker w ith  
pro g ra m  d e v e lo p m e n t, p o lic y  form ation an d p o lic y  d e c is io n s .

Majority whip. T h e  du ties of the m ajo rity  w h ip  are to 1) assist the flo o r lead er, 2) ensure  
m e m b e r a tte n d a n ce , 3) co u n t votes, an d  4) ge n e ra lly  co m m u n ica te  the m ajo rity  position on 

issues.

Majority caucus chair. T h e  m ajo rity  c a u c u s  c h a ir  g e n e ra lly  1) d e v e lo p s  the m ajo rity  ca u cu s  
a g e n d a  w ith  other p r in c ip a l leaders, 2) presides o ver the m ajo rity  c a u c u s  m eetings, and 3) 

assists w ith  the d e v e lo p m e n t of p o licy .

Majority caucus secretary. The m ain re sp o n sib ility  o f the  m ajo rity  ca u c u s  secretary is to keep  
re co rd s  o f  c a u c u s  m eetings.

Minority leader or minority floor leader. T h e  m in o rity  lead er is the p rin c ip a l lead er o f the  
m in o rity  p a rty  c a u c u s . T h e  m in o rity  lead er is resp o n sib le  fo r 1) d e v e lo p in g  the m inority  
p o sitio n , 2 ) n e go tia tin g  w ith  the m ajo rity  party, 3) d ire ctin g  m in o rity  c a u c u s  activ ities on the  
c h a m b e r flo o r, and 4) le a d in g  flo o r debate  for the m in o rity  ca u cu s.

Minority Whip. T h e  m a jo r re spo nsib ilities for the m in o rity  w h ip  are to 1) assist the m inority  
le a d e r on the c h a m b e r floor, 2) c o u n t votes, an d 3) ensure  attendance o f m ino rity  party  

m em bers.

Minority caucus chair. T h e  m ino rity  c a u c u s  c h a ir  1) presides o ver ca u c u s  m eetings and 2) 

assists the m in o rity  lead er w ith p o lic y  d e ve lo p m e n t.

Minority caucus secretary. Th e  m ain re sp o n sib ility  o f the m in o rity  c a u c u s  secretary is to keep  

re co rd s o f c a u c u s  m eetings.
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Legislative Organization 2-89

T ab le  9 9 -2 .2 2  M ajor Roles and  R esponsibilities— P residen t Pro Tem o r 
V ice P residen t, co n t'd .
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Oklahoma s s S s s S S
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Washington s s
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2-90 Inside the Legislative Process

T able 9 9 -2 .2 2  M ajo r Roles an d  R esponsibilities— President Pro Tem  o r 
V ice P residen t, co n t'd .

K e y:

S = S e n a te
H = H o u s e  o r  A s s e m b ly  
B = B o th  ch a m b e rs

N o te :
1. T h e  fo llo w in g  ch a m b e rs  d id  not return a survey: D e la w a re  Senate, H a w a ii Senate, 

M a ry la n d  H o u s e , N e w  H a m p sh ire  Senate, N e w  Y o rk  Senate, A m e rica n  S a m o a  H o u se , 
G u a m  Sen ate, N o rth e rn  M aria n a  Island s Sen ate  and H o u se , Puerto R ic o  H o u s e  an d  V irg in  
Is la n d s Senate.
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T ab le  9 9 -2 .2 3  M ore D uties o f th e  P residen t Pro Tem o r  V ice P residen t
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2-92 Inside the Legislative Process

T ab le  9 9 -2 .2 3  M o re  D uties o f th e  P resident Pro Tem  o r Vice P residen t, 
c o n t 'd .
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T able 9 9 -2 .2 3  M ore D uties of th e  P residen t Pro Tem  o r Vice P resident, 
co n t'd .

K e y:
S=Senate
H = H o u s e  or A sse m b ly  

B = B o th  c h a m b e rs

N otes:
1. T h e  fo llo w in g  ch a m b e rs  d id  not return a survey: D e la w a re  Senate, H a w a ii Senate, 

M a ry la n d  H o u se , N e w  H a m p sh ire  Senate, N e w  Y o rk  Sen ate, A m e rica n  Sam o a H o u se , 
G u a m  Sen ate , N orth e rn  M arian a Island s Senate  an d  H o u se , Puerto R ic o  H o u se  an d V irg in  

Is la n d s Senate.
2. D is tr ic t  o f  C o lu m b ia : T h e  chairm an pro tem  acts in the c h a irm a n 's  ab se n ce .
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2 - 1 0 0 Inside the Legislative Process

T ab le  9 9 -2 .2 6  M ajo r Roles an d  Responsibilities— Speaker Pro Tem
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T able 9 9 -2 .2 6  M ajor Roles and  R esponsibilities— Speaker Pro Tem , co n t'd .
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T able 9 9 -2 .2 6  M ajo r Roles and Responsibilities— Speaker Pro Tem , co n t'd .

K e y:
S = S e n a te

H = H o u s e  o r A s s e m b ly  
B = B o th  ch a m b e rs

N otes:
1. T h e  fo llo w in g  c h a m b e rs  d id  not return a survey: D e la w a re  Senate, H a w a ii Senate, 

M a ry la n d  H o u s e , N e w  H a m p sh ire  Senate, N ew  Y o rk  Senate, A m e rica n  Sam o a H o u se ,  
G u a m  Sen ate , N o rth e rn  M arian a Island s Senate an d H o u se , Puerto R ic o  H o u se  and V irg in  

Is lan d s Sen ate.
2 . A rk a n sa s: In the H o u s e , the sp e ak e r pro tem  perform s the d u tie s o f the sp e aker in h is or her 

a b se n ce .
3. C a lifo rn ia : T h e  s p e a k e r  pro  tem  o f the H o u se  a lso  m ay p resid e  o ver c a u c u s  m eetings.
4 . C o n n e c t ic u t: T h e  sp e a k e r pro  tem  o f  the H o u se  also  refers b ills  to co m m itte e  and has 

ju r is d ic t io n  o v e r e m p lo y e e s.
5 . G e o rg ia : T h e  sp e a k e r pro tem  a lso  m ay act as the o ffic ia l sp o kesp erso n  for the H o u se .
6. Lo u is ia n a : In th e  H o u s e , the sp e a k e r pro tem  perform s the d u tie s o f the speaker in h is  or her 

a b se n ce .
7 . N e v a d a : In, th e  A s s e m b ly , the sp e aker pro tem perform s the duties o f the sp e ak er in his or 

h er a b se n ce .
8. N orth C a r o lin a : In th e  H o u se , the  speaker pro tem perform s the duties o f the  sp e aker in his  

or h e r a b se n ce .
9 . O k la h o m a : T h e  sp e a k e r pro tem  o f the H o u se  a lso  m a y  s ign  leg islatio n , w rits and w arrants.
10 . R h o d e  Islan d : In the H o u s e , the speaker pro tem  perform s the du ties of the  speaker in his 

or he r a b se n ce .
11 . South C a ro lin a : In th e  H o u se , the speaker pro tem  a lso  refers b ills  to com m ittee.

12 . T e n n e sse e : T h e  sp e a k e r pro  tem  o f the Senate also  sets ca le n d a rs  o r agend as.
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