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Senate Bill 94 Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 94 would add a second verse to The Alaska's Flag Song. The late Carol Beery Davis 
wrote a beautiful second verse, which gives recognition to Alaska Natives and to Benny Benson, 
who designed the Alaskan flag.

Similar bills have been introduced in the past. Last year The Alaska's Flag Song was performed 
with both verses as the Senate gaveled in on the first day of session. Also last year, the Senator 
from District G introduced SB 43. It passed the Senate, but stalled in the House.

This year is the year to join me in supporting a long overdue addition of the second verse to the 
Alaska Flag Song. By passing this bill you will be recognizing history, our progress as a state and 
our first people.

Session: (Jan. - May)
State Capitol, Suite 30, Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Phone: (907) 465-3822 • Fax: (907) 465-3756 • Toll free: (800) 770-3822

Interim : (May - Dec.)
716 West 4 th Ave., Suite 400, Anchorage, AK 99501 Phone: (907) 269-0144 • Fax: (907) 269-0148

mailto:Senator_Bettye_Davis@legis.state.ak.us
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Senator Bettye Davis 
VOTE FORM

ffill # SB 94 Second Verse of Alaska’s State S
S I G N  H E R E S I G N  H E R E

S e n .  J o i n  C o g h i l l S e n ,  L e s i l  M c G u i r e

S e n .  B e  t y e  D a v i s S e n .  L i n d a  M e n a r d

S e n .  F r e d  D y s o n  

S e n  D e j m i s  E g a n

S e n .  K e v i n  M e y e r

S e n .  D o n a l d  O l s o n

S e n .  J o h n n y  E l l i s S e n .  J o e  P a s k v a n

S e n .  H o l l l i s  F r e n c h S e n .  B e r t  S t e d m a n

S e n .  C a t h y  G i e s s e l S e n .  G a r y  S t e v e n s

S e n .  L y i n a n  H o f f m a n S e n .  J o e  T h o m a s

S e n .  C h a r l i e  H u g g i n s S e n .  T h o m a s  W a g o n e r

S e n .  A l b e r t  K o o k e s h S e n .  B i l l  W i e l e c h o w s k i

^ill # SB 94 Second Verse of Alaska's State Song
"An Act adding a second verse to the official Alaska state song." BE IT ENACTED BY T 
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: Section 1. AS 44.09.040 is amended to re 
44.09.040. State song. The song "Alaska's Flag," with music composed by Elinor Dusenbury 
first verse
state. The v

iy Marie Drake and words to the second verse by Carol Beery Davis, is the offic: 
fords o f the second verse are as follows:

A  n a t i v e  l a d  c h o s e  o u r  D i p p e r ’ s  s t a r s  

f o r  A l a s k a ’ s  f l a g  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  n o  b a r s  

a m o n g  o u r  c u l t u r e s .  B e  i t  k n o w n  

t h r o u g h  y e a r s  o u r  n a t i v e s ’  p a s t  h a s  g r o w n  

t o  s h a r e  o u r  t r e a s u r e s ,  h a n d  i n  h a n d ,  

t o  k e e p  A l a s k a  o u r  G r e a t  L a n d .

W e  l o v e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  m i d n i g h t  s k y ,  

o u r  m o u n t a i n s ,  l a k e s  a n d  t h e  s t r e a m s  n e a r b y ;  

O u r  G r e a t  N o r t h  S t a r  w i t h  i t s  s t e a d y  l i g h t  

w i l l  g u i d e  o u r  c u l t u r e s  c l e a r  a n d  b r i g h t  

w i t h  N a t u r e ’ s  f l a g  t o  A l a s k a n s  d e a r  -  

T h e  s i m p l e  f l a g  o f  a  l a s t  F r o n t i e r .
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W h y  a  s a c o m l  v e r s e  - 

f e r 4 A l a s k a  F t e g  S a n s 4?

onsar, is 
tovedstotebyo£f< 
verso, a tribute to

.  j: A  copy of the lukow -
k>s kKter lo  Batty K ja tt M oratory o f Pio- 
naara o f Alaska AuJdBary No. 8 in Fair­
banks. w as subm itted fo r publication.

I bav<. ,'ceivedyour letter dated 
March 27, m .vhlch you objected to 
the adoption of the second verse of 
the “Alaska Flag Song.”

I would like to ©xplaln to youwhy 
I introduced HB 117 and why 1 hope 
you will change your decision to op­
pose the bill.

No ooe loves the flag song any 
more than 1 do. For many years, I 
lave sting it for groups, meetings, 
conventions, commencements and 
even for Gov. Bill Egan’s memorial 
service here in Juneau. I offer the 
second verse out of deep respect for 
the first verse and for its recognition 
of Alaska’s history. I believe the sec­
ond verse complements the first 
verse and gives recognition not to 
one ethnic group, but to all Alaskans 
and their ability to work together in 
a unified and harmonious way.

The addition of a second verse has 
been dismissed for many years by 
various groups.Atbne time, funds 
were inserted into the House’s ver­
sion of the budget to hold a contest 
for selecting a second verse. Carol 
Beery Davis was asked to write an­
other yerse to the Sag song to recog­
nise the contribution of Native Alias- 
kans, who were here long before you 
or I, or even the Pioneers. She did so, 
and offered it as a gift to the State of 
Alaska. I was asked to support its 
adoption and to introduce a bill to 
make it officially recognized by toe 

:|tate. Xdid so, andithas passed the

In order to tmderstand the special 
significance of this vmse, you must 
know about Carol Beery Davis, a for­
mer poM la u r e l  of Alaska. She is a 
gj-year i jsklentof Juneau. Her hus­
band, Trt vor, was born here M years 

living member of

UA Native lad tim e the Dipper's 
star* '

For Alaska's flag that there be m ' 
bars 1

Among our cultures...”
She to recognizing history and our 

progress as a state:
“Beiiknown
through years, the Nadvea’past 

hasgwwn, .
To share life's treasures, hand in 

hand,
To keep Alaska our Great Land. ” 
She is focusing our attention on 

the natural beauty of our land and 
reminds us of the treasures of its
beauty:

"We love themrthem, tnidnigit 
sky,

The mountains, lakes, and 
streams nearby.

the great North Star with its 
steady light .

- - - gj] cu/fares, clear and

With nature’s /toy to Alaskans 
dear,

m e simple flag of a last fron­
tier.”

It is hard for me to understand 
why anyone who has read these 
words could object to them. It i? Im­
possible for me to understand how 
anyone who knows who Carol Beery 
Davis is and the contributfoos the 
has made to art, music and litera­
ture in Alaska could object to her of­
fering this beautiful gift.

Why did this legislator propose 
HB 117? Out of respect for a beauti­
ful Alaskan lady who has offered a 
beautifod verse to a beautiful song 
about a great state.
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A u g u s t  3 1 ,  1 9 8 *

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n  U lm e r  
1 7 0 0  A n g u s  W av  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r :

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  c o p y  o f  R e s o l u t i o n  8 7 - 0 1  p a s s e d  a t  t h e  D e n a k k a n a a g a 1 , I n c .  
E l d e r s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  h e l d  J u n e  2 - 4 ,  1 9 8 7  i n  N o r t h w a v ,  A l a s k a .  T h e r e  w e r e  
a b o u t  3 0 0  e l d e r s  a n d  y o u t h  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,

U e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s p e a k s  c l e a r l y  h o w  t h e  E l d e r s  f e e l  a ’ x > u t  t h e  
S e c o n d  s t a n z a  o f  t h e  " A l a s k a  F l a g  S o n g " .

W e a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A t h a J c a s c a n  E l d e r s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o n  L e e
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

D L / a s
A t t a c h m e n t




