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IN TH E LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STA TE OF ALASK A 

TW EN TY -SEV EN TH  LEG ISLA TU RE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR EGAN

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  A ct re la tin g  to  d e n ta l  hyg ien ists, d en tis ts , d e n ta l a ss is tan ts , d e n ta l hygiene, a n d  

d e n tis try ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* Section  1. AS 08.32.010 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.32.010. L icense re q u ire d . Except as provided in AS 08.32.095, a

person may not practice, offer or attem pt to practice, or advertise or announce as being 

prepared or qualified to practice dental hygiene w ithout a license [AND A CU RR EN T 

C ERTIFICA TE OF REGISTRA TIO N ],

* Sec. 2. AS 08.32 is am ended by adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 08.32.014. Q ua lifica tions  fo r  license, (a) A n applicant for a license to

practice dental hygiene shall

(1) provide evidence to the board that the applicant

(A) has successfully com pleted an academ ic program  in dental 

hygiene o f  at least two years duration that, at the tim e o f  graduation, is

CS FO R  S E N A T E  B IL L  N O . 92 (F IN )
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accredited by the Com m ission on Dental A ccreditation o f  the A m erican Dental 

A ssociation and is approved by the board;

(B) has passed a written theory exam ination o f  the Am erican 

Dental Association Joint Com m ission on National Dental Exam inations or an 

equivalent exam ination approved by the board;

(C) has successfully passed a state or regional dental hygiene 

clinical exam ination approved by the board;

(D) has not had a license to practice dental hygiene revoked, 

suspended, or voluntarily surrendered in this state or another state;

(E) is not the subject o f  an adverse decision based on a 

com plaint, investigation, review  procedure, or o ther disciplinary proceeding 

w ithin the five years im m ediately preceding application or o f  an unresolved 

com plaint, investigation, review  procedure, or o ther disciplinary proceeding 

undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing jurisdiction;

(F) is not the subject o f an unresolved or adverse decision 

based on a com plaint, investigation, review  procedure, or other disciplinary 

proceeding undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing 

ju risd iction  or law enforcem ent agency that relates to crim inal or fraudulent 

activity, dental m alpractice, or negligent dental care and that adversely reflects 

on the applicant's ability or com petence to practice as a dental hygienist or on 

the safety or well-being o f  patients;

(G) is not the subject o f  an adverse report from  the National 

Practitioner Data Bank or the A m erican A ssociation o f  Dental Exam iners 

C learinghouse for Board A ctions that relates to crim inal or fraudulent activity 

or dental m alpractice;

(H) is not im paired to an extent that affects the applicant's 

ability to practice as a dental hygienist;

(I) has not been convicted o f  a crim e that adversely reflects on 

the applicant's ability or com petency to practice as a dental hygienist or that 

jeopard izes the safety or well-being o f  a patient; and

(2) m eet the other qualifications for a license established by the board
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by regulation.

(b) An applicant for a license to practice dental hygiene may be interview ed in 

person by the board or a designee o f  the board. The interview  m ust be recorded. If  the 

application is denied on the basis o f the interview, the denial shall be stated in writing, 

w ith the reasons for it, and the record shall be preserved.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.32.030 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.32.030. L icen su re  by c red en tia ls . The board m ay provide for the 

licensing w ithout exam ination o f  a dental hygienist who

(1) m eets the criteria  o f  AS 08.32.014 [AS 08.32.020(a)];

(2) subm its  p ro o f  o f  co n tin u ed  com petence  as specified  in 

reg u la tio n s  a d o p te d  by the  b o a rd ;

(3) is c u rre n tly  licensed  to p rac tice  d e n ta l hygiene in a n o th e r  s ta te  

o r  te r r i to ry  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta tes ; an d

£4} [HAS SU CCESSFU LLY  PA SSED A STATE OR REGIONA L 

D EN TA L H Y G IEN E C LIN IC A L EX A M IN A TIO N  TH A T TH E BO A RD  HAS 

D E TER M IN ED  IS A T LEA ST EQ U IV A LEN T IN SCOPE, Q U A LITY , AND 

D IFFIC U LTY  TO TH E A LA SK A  CLIN IC A L EX AM IN ATIO N;

(3) HAS BEEN  IN ACTIVE CLIN ICA L D EN TA L HY GIEN E 

PR A C TIC E A V ER A G IN G  N O T  LESS TH AN 700 HOURS A Y EA R FO R EACH 

OF TH E TW O  Y EA RS IM M ED IA TELY  PRECED IN G  A PPLICA TIO N  FOR 

STA TE LICEN SU R E;

(4) HAS N O T FA ILED  THE CLIN IC A L D EN TA L HY GIEN E 

EX A M IN A TIO N  OF THIS STA TE;

(5) HAS N O T PR EV IO U SLY  HAD A LICEN SE TO PRACTICE 

D EN TA L H Y G IEN E ISSUED BY A N Y  STATE OR REGION REVOK ED;

(6) HAS C O M PLETED  N O T LESS THAN 14 HOURS OF 

C O N TIN U IN G  ED UCA TIO N  RELA TED  TO CLIN ICAL H Y G IEN E IN TH E TW O 

YEA RS B EFO R E FILING AN APPLICA TIO N  W ITH THE BO ARD; THE 

C O N TIN U IN G  ED U CA TIO N  REQ U IRED  UN DER THIS PA R A G R A PH  M U ST BE 

A PPR O V ED  BY TH E BOARD, THE AM ERICAN DENTA L A SSO C IA TIO N , THE 

A C A D EM Y  OF G EN ER A L D EN TISTRY , OR THE A M ER IC A N  DENTAL
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H Y G IEN ISTS' A SSO CIA TIO N ;

(7)] pays the fees es tab lished  [REQUIRED] under AS 08.01.065 

[AS 08.32.097; AND

(8) IS N O T TH E SU BJECT OF AN UN RESO LV ED  CO M PLA IN T, 

REV IEW  PR O C ED U R E, OR D ISC IPLIN A R Y  PRO CEED IN G  U N D ER TA K EN  BY 

A D EN TA L O R D ENTA L H Y G IEN E LICEN SIN G  JURISD ICTIO N ],

* Sec. 4. AS 08.32.070 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.32.070. L icensing  [R E G IS T R A T IO N  AND L IC E N S IN G ] o f d en ta l 

hyg ien ists . The board shall issue [REGISTER] each successful applicant [AND 

ISSUE TH E A PPLICA N T] a license upon paym ent o f  all required fees.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.32.071 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.32.071. R enew al o f  license [R E G IS T R A T IO N ]. A t least 60 days 

before expiration o f  a d e n ta l h y g ien is t's  license [LICENSEE'S REG ISTRA TIO N  

C E R TIFIC A T E], the D epartm ent o f  Com m erce, Com m unity, and Econom ic 

D evelopm ent shall notify th e  [M AIL A FORM  FOR REN EW A L OF 

R EG ISTR A TIO N  TO EACH] licensed dental hygienist. Each licensee who w ishes to 

renew  a d e n ta l hyg ien ist's  license sha ll su b m it a com pleted  license ren ew al fo rm , 

[REG ISTR A TIO N  CERTIFICA TE SH ALL CO M PLETE TH E FO RM  AND 

R ETU R N  IT W ITH] the appropriate feej and evidence o f  continued professional 

com petence as required by the board. The D epartm ent o f  Com m erce, Com m unity, and 

Econom ic D evelopm ent shall, as soon as practicable, issue a d e n ta l hyg ien ist license 

[R EG ISTRA TIO N  CERTIFICA TE] valid for a stated num ber o f  years. [EACH 

LIC EN SEE SH ALL KEEP TH E REGISTRA TIO N  CERTIFICA TE BESID E OR 

A T TA C H ED  TO TH E LICEN SEE'S LICEN SE.] Failure to receive n o tifica tion  from  

the  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  th is section  [THE REG ISTRA TIO N  FORM ] does not exem pt 

a licensee from  renew ing the licensee 's  d e n ta l hyg ien ist license [REG ISTRATIO N],

* Sec. 6. AS 08.32.081 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.32.081. L apse  an d  re in s ta te m e n t o f license. A  licensed dental 

hygienist w ho does not pay the renew al [REGISTRATION] fee u n d e r  AS 08.32.071 

forfeits the hygienist's license. The board may reinstate the license without 

exam ination w ithin two years o f  the date on which paym ent was due upon written
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application, p roo f o f  continued professional com petence, and paym ent o f  all unpaid 

renew al fees and any penalty fee established under AS 08.01.100(b).

* Sec. 7. AS 08.32.085(a) is am ended to read:

(a) The board shall issue a restorative function endorsem ent to a licensed 

dental hygienist [W HO IS LICEN SED  U N D ER  THIS CH A PTER] if  the licensee 

furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the licensee has

(1) successfully com pleted a co u rse  o ffe red  by o r  u n d e r  the  auspices 

o f a program  accredited by the Com m ission on Dental A ccreditation o f  the A m erican 

Dental A ssociation or other e q u iv a len t course o r  p ro g ra m  [OF INSTRUCTIO N] 

approved by the board; and

(2) passed the W estern Regional Exam ining Board's restorative 

exam ination or other equivalent exam ination approved by the board w ithin the five 

years preceding the licensee's endorsem ent application, o r the licensee is licensed,, 

ce rtified , o r  o therw ise  p e rm itte d  in another state or U nited States territory to 

perform  restorative functions.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.32.095(a) is am ended to read:

(a) A person enrolled as a [FULL-TIM E] student in an accredited [SCH OO L 

OF] dental hygiene p ro g ra m  m ay perform  dental hygiene procedures as part o f  a 

course o f study w ithout a license if

(1) the procedures are perform ed under the

(A) g en era l [DIRECT] supervision o f  a m em ber o f  the faculty 

w ho is licensed under AS 08.36, a n d  u n d e r  the  d irec t o r  in d irec t 

su p erv is io n  o f a m em b e r o f th e  facu lty  w ho  is licensed u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r:  

or

(B) [U N D ER THE] direct o r  in d ire c t supervision o f  a 

m em b e r o f the  facu lty  w ho [TEAM  OF LIC EN SED  FA CULTY D EN TISTS, 

A T LEA ST ONE OF W HO M ] is licensed under AS 08.36; and

(2) the clinical program  has received w ritten approval from  the board.

* Sec. 9. AS 08 .32 .110(a) is am ended to read:

(a) The role o f  the dental hygienist is to assist m em bers o f  the dental 

profession in providing oral health care to the public. A person licensed to practice the

-5- CSSB 92(FIN) ;
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profession o f  dental hygiene in the state m ay,

(1) u n d e r  the g en era l su p erv is io n  o f a licensed d en tis t.

(A) p e rfo rm  p re lim in a ry  c h a rtin g  an d  tr ia g e  to  fo rm u la te  a 

d e n ta l hygiene assessm en t an d  d e n ta l hygiene tre a tm e n t p lan :

m  rem ove calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from the 

exposed surfaces o f  the teeth beginning at the epithelial attachm ent by scaling 

and polishing techniques;

(C ) rem ove m arg in a l o verhangs;

(D) use local p e rio d o n ta l th e ra p e u tic  agen ts;

(E ) p e rfo rm  n o n su rg ica l p e rio d o n ta l th e ra p y ;

£F) [(2) A PPLY TO PICA L PR EV EN TIV E AG ENTS;

(3) A PPLY  PIT AN D FISSU R E SEALANTS;

(4) PERFORM  RO OT PLA N IN G  A N D PER IO D O N TA L SOFT 

TISSU E CU RETTA G E;

(5)] perform  other dental operations and services delegated by a 

licensed dentist if  the dental operations and services are not prohibited by (c) o f  this 

section;

(G ) [AND (6)] if  certified by the board [AND U N D ER  THE 

D IRECT, INDIRECT, OR G EN ER A L SU PERV ISIO N  OF A LICEN SED 

D EN TIST], adm inister local anesthetic agents; an d

12) if ce rtified  by th e  b o a rd  a n d  u n d e r  th e  d ire c t o r  in d ire c t 

su p erv is io n  o f a licensed d e n tis t, a d m in is te r  a n d  m o n ito r n itro u s  oxide-oxygen 

conscious se d a tio n .

* Sec. 10. AS 08 .32 .110(c) is am ended to read:

(c) This section does not authorize delegation o f

(1) d en ta l d iagnosis, co m prehensive  [DIAG NOSIN G,] treatm ent 

planning, and writing prescriptions for drugs; w riting authorizations for restorative, 

prosthetic, or orthodontic appliances;

(2) operative or surgical procedures on hard or soft tissues [EXCEPT 

AS A LLO W ED  IN (a)(4) OF THIS SECTION]; or

(3) other procedures that require the professional com petence and skill

CSSB 92(FIN) -6-
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o f  a dentist.

* Sec. 11. AS 08 .3 2 .1 10(e) is am ended to read:

(e) This section does not prohibit a licensed dental hygienist

(1) with an endorsem ent issued under AS 08.32.085 from  perform ing 

the activities authorized under AS 08.32.085; [OR]

(2) who has entered into a collaborative agreem ent approved by the 

board under AS 08.32.115 from perform ing the activities authorized under the 

collaborative agreem ent; o r

(3) from  p e rfo rm in g  a d e n ta l o p e ra tio n , p ro c e d u re , o r  serv ice  a 

d e n tis t m ay delega te  to  a d e n ta l a s s is ta n t u n d e r  AS 08.36.346,

* Sec. 12. AS 08 .32 .115(a) is am ended to read:

(a) I f  the collaborative agreem ent is approved by the board under (d) o f  this 

section, a licensed  dental hygienist w ith a m inim um  o f 4,000 docum ented hours o f 

clinical experience w ithin the five years preceding application for the board 's approval 

may enter into a collaborative agreem ent w ith a licensed  dentist [LICEN SED  U N D ER 

AS 08.36] in w hich the licensed dentist authorizes the licensed  dental hygienist to 

perform  one or m ore o f  the following:

(1) oral health prom otion and disease prevention education;

(2) removal o f  calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from  the 

surfaces o f  teeth;

(3) application o f  topical preventive or prophylactic agents, including 

fluoride varnishes and pit and fissure sealants;

(4) polishing and sm oothing restorations;

(5) rem oval o f  m arginal overhangs;

(6) prelim inary charting and triage to fo rm u la te  a d e n ta l hygiene 

assessm en t a n d  d e n ta l hygiene tre a tm e n t p la n ;

(7) th e  exposure  an d  d ev e lo p m en t o f radiographs:

(8) use o f  local periodontal therapeutic agents; and

(9) perform ance o f  nonsurgical periodontal therapy, w ith or w ithout 

the adm inistration o f  local anesthesia, subsequent to a licensed dentist's authorization 

or diagnosis as specified in the licensed hygienist's collaborative agreem ent.
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* Sec. 13. AS 08 .3 2 .1 15(d) is am ended to read:

(d) The board may approve a collaborative agreem ent betw een a licensed 

dentist and a licensed  dental hygienist. How ever, the board m ay not approve more 

than five collaborative agreem ents with a licensed dentist, not including any 

collaborative agreem ents that have been term inated. A licensed  dental hygienist shall 

notify the board o f  the term ination o f  a collaborative agreem ent with a licensed 

dentist.

* Sec. 14. AS 08.32.160 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.32.160. G ro u n d s  fo r  d isc ip line , suspension , o r  revocation  o f license.

The board may revoke or suspend the license o f  a dental hygienist, or may reprim and, 

censure, or d iscipline a licensee, if, after a hearing, the board finds that the licensee

(1) used or know ingly cooperated in deceit, fraud, or intentional 

m isrepresentation to obtain a license, ce rtifica te , or e n d o rse m en t 

[REG ISTRA TIO N ];

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional m isrepresentation in the 

course o f  providing or billing for professional services or engaging in professional 

activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or m isleading m anner;

(4) has been convicted o f  a felony or other crim e that affects the 

licensee's ability to continue to practice com petently and safely;

(5) failed to com ply w ith this chapter, w ith a regulation adopted under 

this chapter or under AS 08.36, or with an order o f  the board;

(6) continued to practice after becom ing unfit due to

(A) professional incom petence;

(B) addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs that 

im pairs the licensee's ability to practice safely;

(C) physical or m ental disability;

[(D) FA ILU RE TO KEEP IN FO RM ED  OF OR USE 

CU R R EN T PRO FESSIO N A L TH EO RIES AND PRACTICES;]

(7) engaged in lewd or im m oral conduct in connection with the 

delivery o f professional service to patients;

27-LS0403\E
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(8) perform ed clinical procedures [FOR CO M PEN SA TIO N ] without 

being under the supervision o f  a licensed dentist^

(9) d id  not con fo rm  to p ro fessiona l s ta n d a rd s  in de liv e rin g  d en ta l 

hygiene services to p a tien ts  reg a rd le ss  o f w h e th e r  ac tu a l in ju ry  to th e  p a tie n t 

o c c u rre d .

* Sec. 15. AS 08.32.180 is amended by adding a new  subsection to read:

(b) N otw ithstanding AS 08.01.075(a)(8), the board m ay im pose a civil fine not 

to exceed $25,000 for each violation o f  this chapter or a regulation adopted under this 

chapter.

* Sec. 16. AS 08.32.187(a) is am ended to read:

(a) This chapter applies to a person who practices, or offers or attem pts to 

practice, as a dental hygienist in the state except

(1) a dental hygienist in the m ilitary service in the discharge o f  official

duties;

(2) a dental hygienist in the em ploy o f  the U nited States Public Health 

Service, U nited States D epartm ent o f  V eterans Affairs, U n ited  S ta tes  In d ia n  H ea lth  

[ALA SKA N A TIV E] Service, or another agency o f  the federal governm ent, in the 

discharge o f  official duties;

(3) a dental hygienist licensed in another state o r  ju risd ic tio n  who is 

teaching or dem onstrating clinical techniques at a m eeting, sem inar, or lim ited course 

o f  instruction sponsored by a dental or dental auxiliary society or association or by an 

accredited dental or dental auxiliary educational institution^

(4) a d en ta l hyg ien ist em ployed  in the  s ta te  by an  In d ia n  h ea lth  

p ro g ra m , as th a t  te rm  is defined  in 25 U .S.C. 1603. w hile  p ro v id in g  d e n ta l 

hygiene serv ices to a person  th e  In d ia n  h ea lth  p ro g ra m  is en titled  to  serve  u n d e r  

25 U .S .C . 450 et seq. (In d ian  S e lf-D e term ina tion  an d  E d u ca tio n  A ssistance  A ct), 

as am en d ed , a n d  25 U.S.C. 1601 et seq. (In d ian  H ea lth  C a re  Im p ro v e m e n t A ct), 

as a m e n d e d .

* Sec. 17. AS 08.32.190 is amended by adding new  paragraphs to read:

(6) "licensed dental hygienist" means a dental hygienist licensed under

this chapter;

27-LS0403\E
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(7) "licensed dentist" m eans a dentist licensed under AS 08.36.

* Sec. 18. AS 08.36.010(a) is am ended to read:

(a) There is created the Board o f  Dental Exam iners consisting o f  nine 

m em bers. Six m em bers shall be licensed dentists who have been engaged in the 

practice o f  dentistry in the state for five years im m ediately preceding appointm ent, 

two m em bers shall be dental hygienists licensed under AS 08.32 who have been 

engaged in the practice of dental hygiene in the state for five years im m ediately 

preceding appointm ent, and one m em ber shall be a public m em ber w ho  does n o t have 

a d ire c t fin an c ia l in te re s t in the  h e a lth  c a re  in d u s try .

* Sec. 19. AS 08.36.010 is am ended by adding new  subsections to read:

(c) Each m em ber shall take an oath o f  office. The president or secretary 

elected under AS 08.36.030 m ay adm inister oaths. The oath shall be filed and 

preserved in the department.

(d) The board shall adopt a seal.

* Sec. 20. AS 08.36.030 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.36.030. E lection  o f  officers. £a] The board shall elect fro m  am o n g  its 

m em b ers

(1) a president w ho  is a  licensed d e n tis t o r  licensed  d e n ta l hyg ien ist;

and

0 )  a secretary.

(b) O fficers elected u n d e r  (a) o f th is  section  [FROM  A M O N G  ITS 

M EM BER S, EACH TO] serve for a term  not to exceed two years.

* Sec. 21. AS 08.36.070 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.36.070. G e n e ra l pow ers, (a) The board shall

(1) provide for the exam ination o f  applicants and th e  c re d e n tia lin g  

a n d  licen su re  o f [ISSUE LICENSES TO] those applicants it finds qualified;

(2) m ain ta in  a reg is try  o f [REGISTER] licensed dentists4 [AND] 

licensed dental hygienists, a n d  ce rtified  d e n ta l a ssis tan ts  w ho are in good standing;

(3) affiliate w ith the A m erican A ssociation o f  Dental B o ard s  

[EXA M IN ERS] and pay annual dues to the association;

(4) hold hearings and order the disciplinary sanction o f  a person who
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violates this chapter, AS 08.32, or a regulation o f  the board;

(5) supply form s for applications, licenses, perm its, certificates, and 

other papers and records;

(6) enforce the provisions o f  this chapter and AS 08.32 and adopt or 

am end the regulations necessary to m ake the provisions o f  this chapter and AS 08.32 

effective;

(7) adopt regulations ensuring that renewal o f  a license o r  ce rtifica te  

u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r  o r  a license, ce rtifica te , o r  en d o rse m en t u n d e r  AS 08.32

[REG ISTRA TIO N ] is contingent upon p roo f o f  continued professional com petence 

[BY A LICEN SED  D ENTIST O R LICEN SED D EN TA L HY G IEN IST];

(8) [PROVIDE TH E D EPA R TM EN T W ITH TH E REQ U IREM EN TS 

FO R PRO O F OF CO N TIN U ED  PR O FESSIO N A L C O M PETEN C E A N D REQ U EST 

TH E D EPA R TM EN T TO M AK E TH ESE REQ U IREM EN TS A V A ILA BLE TO 

EA CH LICEN SED  D EN TIST AND LICEN SED DENTA L H Y G IEN IST A T LEAST 

O N E Y EA R B EFO R E THE D A TE ON W HICH THE D EN TIST O R  DENTA L 

H Y G IEN IST M U ST REN EW  REG ISTRA TIO N ;

(9)] at least annually! cause to be published on the  In te rn e t  a n d  in a 

new spaper o f  general circulation in each m ajor city  in the state a sum m ary o f 

disciplinary actions the board has taken during the preceding calendar year;

£21 [(10)] issue perm its or certificates to licensed dentists, licensed 

dental hygienists, and dental assistants who m eet standards determ ined by the board 

for specific procedures that require specific education and training [;

(11) REG U LA TE TH E REEN TR Y  INTO PR A CTIC E OF INACTIVE 

D EN TISTS A N D DENTA L HY G IEN ISTS;

(12) REQ U IRE, AS A CO N D ITIO N  OF A LICEN SE OR LICENSE 

R EN EW A L ISSU ED  BY TH E BO A RD , TH A T AN A PPLICA N T OR LICEN SEE 

HAS, AT TH E TIM E OF LICEN SIN G  OR REN EW A L A N D M AINTA INS 

TH R O U G H O U T THE PERIO D OF A LICEN SE, C U RR EN T CERTIFICA TIO N  IN 

C A R D IO PU LM O N A R Y  RESU SC ITA TIO N  TEC H N IQ U ES, EX C EPT TH A T THE 

BO A RD  M AY W AIVE THIS REQ U IREM EN T U N D ER AN A G R EE M E N T W ITH 

TH E A PPLIC A N T OR LICEN SEE IF TH E A PPLICA N T OR LICEN SEE

-11-
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D O C U M EN TS, TO THE SA TISFACTIO N OF TH E BOARD, THE EX ISTEN C E OF 

A PH Y SICA L IM PA IRM EN T TH A T RESULTS IN AN IN A B ILITY  TO BE 

CERTIFIED  IN C A RD IO PU LM O N A RY  RESU SC ITA TIO N  TEC H N IQ U ES AND 

TH E A G R EEM EN T SPECIFIES TH A T TH E A PPLIC A N T OR LICEN SEE W ILL 

EN SU R E TH A T A N O TH ER PERSON W HO IS C E R TIFIED  IN 

C A R D IO PU LM O N A R Y  RESU SC ITA TIO N  TEC H N IQ U ES W ILL BE IN THE 

SAM E RO OM  AS THE A PPLICA N T OR LICEN SEE W H EN EV ER THE 

A PPLICA N T O R LICEN SEE IS PR A CTIC IN G  DEN TISTRY  ON A LIVING 

PA TIEN T W H O  IS ALSO PRESEN T; TH E BO A R D  M AY IN CLU D E IN THE 

A G R EE M E N T AN EX PIRA TIO N  DA TE OR PRO V ID E TH A T TH E A G REEM EN T 

REM A IN S IN EFFECT UNTIL REV IEW ED  BY TH E BOARD],

(b) The board may

(1) order a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist to subm it to a 

reasonable physical or mental exam ination if  the dentist's or the dental hygienist's 

physical or m ental capacity to practice safely is at issue; [AND]

(2) authorize a designee o f  th e  b o a rd  o r  the  b o a rd ’s in v es tig a to r 

[ITS REPRESEN TA TIV E] to inspect the practice facilities or patient or professional 

records o f  a dentist at reasonable tim es and in a reasonable m anner to m onitor 

com pliance w ith this chapter and with AS 08.32; a n d

(3) delegate  the  b o a rd 's  pow ers to ac t, h e a r , an d  decide  m a tte rs  as 

a u th o r iz e d  by AS 44 .62 ,

* Sec. 22. AS 08.36 is am ended by adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 08.36.073. In v estig a to r. A fter consulting w ith the board, the departm ent 

shall em ploy a person who is not a m em ber o f the board as the investigator for the 

board. The investigator shall

(1) conduct investigations into alleged violations o f  this chapter and 

into alleged violations o f  regulations and orders o f  the board;

(2) at the request o f  the board, conduct investigations based on 

com plaints filed w ith the departm ent or w ith the board; and

(3) be directly responsible and accountable to the board, except that 

only the departm ent has authority to term inate the investigator's em ploym ent and the
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investigator.

* Sec. 23. AS 08.36.075(a) is am ended to read:

(a) T h e  [SU B JECT TO (b) OF THIS SECTION, THE] board shall establish 

standards th a t  com ply  w ith  ap p licab le  fed e ra l law  for the registration, use, and 

inspection o f dental radiological equipm ent, including standards for record keeping 

relating to the control panels and the use o f  the equipm ent. The b o a rd  m ay  ch arg e  a 

fee fo r  d e n ta l rad io log ica l e q u ip m e n t reg is te red  u n d e r  th is  section [INSPECTION 

STA N D A RD S A D O PTED  BY TH E BO A R D  M UST REQUIRE TH A T AN 

IN SPECTIO N  BE PER FO R M ED  BY A PER SO N  W HO HAS Q U A LIFICA TIO N S 

EQ U IV A LEN T TO THE Q U A LIFIC A TIO N S ESTA BLISH ED  AS OF 

SEPTEM B ER  7, 1998, IN TH E "A PPLIC A N T PRO FILE AND JOB 

Q U A LIFIC A TIO N  SU M M A RY " FOR A STA TE RA D IO LO G ICA L HEALTH 

SPEC IA LIST I],

* Sec. 24. AS 08.36.091 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.36.091. R eco rd s  a n d  re p o rts . The board shall m aintain

(1) a record o f  its proceedings;

(2) a reg is try  [REGISTER] containing the name, office and home 

addresses, and o ther inform ation considered necessary by the board [,] o f  each person 

licensed as a dentist or dental hygienist o r  ce rtif ied  as a d e n ta l a s s is ta n t. [AND] a 

reg is try  [REG ISTER] o f  the licenses, ce rtifica tes , an d  en d o rsem en ts  revoked by the 

board, and inform ation on the status o f  each licensee a n d  each  ce rtified  d e n ta l 

a s s is ta n t.

* Sec. 25. AS 08.36.100 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.36.100. L icense re q u ire d . Except as provided in AS 08.36.238, a 

person m ay not practice, or attem pt to practice, dentistry w ithout a license [AND A 

CU RR EN T CERTIFICA TE OF REG ISTRA TIO N ].

* Sec. 26. AS 08.36.110 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.36.110. Q ua lifica tions  fo r license. An applicant for a license to 

practice dentistry shall

(1) provide certification to the board that the applicant

27-LS0403\E
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(A) is a graduate o f  a dental school that, at the tim e o f 

graduation, is ap p ro v e d  [ACCRED ITED] by the b o a rd  [COM M ISSION ON 

A C CR ED ITA TIO N  OF TH E A M ER IC A N  DENTAL A SSO CIA TIO N ];

(B) [HOLDS A CERTIFICA TE FROM  TH E A M ERICAN 

D EN TA L A SSO C IA TIO N  JO IN T CO M M ISSIO N  ON N A TIO N A L 

D EN TA L EX A M IN A TIO N S TH A T THE APPLICANT] has successfully 

passed a [THE] written e x am in a tio n  ap p ro v e d  [EXA M IN ATION S GIVEN] 

by the b o a rd  [COM M ISSIO N ];

(C) has not had a license to practice dentistry revoked, 

suspended, or voluntarily surrendered in this state or another state;

(D) is not the subject o f an adverse decision based upon a 

com plaint, investigation, review  procedure, or other disciplinary proceeding 

w ithin the five years im m ediately preceding application, or o f  an unresolved 

com plaint, investigation, review  procedure, or other disciplinary proceeding, 

undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing jurisd iction  

[OR A D EN TA L SO CIETY];

(E) is not the subject o f  an unresolved or an adverse decision 

based upon a com plaint, investigation, review  procedure, or other disciplinary 

proceeding, undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing 

ju risd ic tion  [, DENTA L SO CIETY,] or law enforcem ent agency that relates to 

crim inal or fraudulent activity, dental m alpractice, or negligent dental care and 

that adversely reflects on the applicant's ability or com petence to practice 

dentistry or on the safety or w ell-being o f  patients;

(F) is not the subject o f  an adverse report from the National 

P ractitioner Data Bank or the A m erican Association o f  Dental B o ard s  

[EX A M IN ERS] C learinghouse for Board A ctions that relates to crim inal or 

fraudulent activity, or dental m alpractice;

(G) is not im paired to an extent that affects the applicant's 

ability to practice dentistry;

(H) has not been convicted o f  a crim e that adversely reflects on 

the applicant's ability o r com petency to practice dentistry or that jeopardizes
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the safety or w ell-being o f  a patient;

(2) pass, to the satisfaction o f the board, written, clinical, and other 

exam inations adm inistered or approved by the board; and

(3) m eet the o ther qualifications for a license established by the board

by regulation.

* Sec. 27. AS 08.36.110 is am ended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) An applicant for licensure shall be interview ed in person by the board or 

by a m em ber o f  the board before a license is issued. The interview  m ust be recorded. 

If  the application is denied on the basis o f  the interview , the denial shall be stated in 

w riting, w ith the reasons for it, and the record shall be preserved.

* Sec. 28. AS 08.36.234(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) The board may w aive the exam ination requirem ent and license by 

credentials i f  the dentist applicant m eets the requirem ents o f  AS 08.36.110, subm its 

p roof o f continued com petence as required by regulation, pays the required fee, and 

has

(1) an active license from  a board o f  dental exam iners established 

under the law s o f  a state or territory o f  the U nited States issued after thorough 

exam ination; or

(2) passed an exam ination as specified by the board in regulations.

* Sec. 29. AS 08.36.234(b) is am ended to  read:

(b) A dentist applying for licensure w ithout [CLINICAL] exam ination is 

responsible for providing to the board all m aterials required by [THIS SECTIO N  OR 

BY] the board to im plem ent this section to establish eligibility for a license without 

[CLINICAL] exam ination. In addition to the grounds for revocation o f  a license under 

AS 08.36.315, the board m ay revoke a license issued w ithout [A CLINICAL] 

exam ination upon evidence o f  m isinform ation or substantial om ission.

* Sec. 30. AS 08.36.238(a) is am ended to read:

(a) A person enrolled as a [FULL-TIM E] student in an accredited school o f 

dentistry m ay perform  procedures as part o f  a course o f  study w ithout a license if

(1) the procedures are perform ed under the direct supervision o f  a 

m em ber o f  the faculty who is licensed under this chapter, or under the direct

'
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supervision o f  a team  o f  licensed faculty dentists, at least one o f  whom  is licensed 

under this chapter; and

(2) the clinical program  has received written approval from the board.

* Sec. 31. AS 08.36.250(a) is am ended to read:

(a) At least 60 days before expiration o f  a license issued  u n d e r  th is c h a p te r  

[LICEN SEE'S REG ISTRA TIO N  CERTIFICA TE], the departm ent shall no tify  the  

[M AIL A FO RM  FO R REN EW A L OF REG ISTRA TIO N  TO EACH] licensed 

dentist. A licensee w ho w ishes to renew  a license shall su b m it a com pleted  license 

ren ew al fo rm . [CO M PLETE TH E FORM  AND RETU RN  IT W ITH] the appropriate 

fee2 and evidence o f  continued professional com petence as required by the board. The 

departm ent shall, as soon as practicable, issue a new  license [REGISTRATION 

CERTIFICA TE] valid for a stated num ber o f  years. [A LICEN SEE SHALL KEEP 

TH E REG ISTR A TIO N  CERTIFICA TE BESID E OR A TTA CH ED  TO THE 

LICEN SEE'S LICEN SE.] Failure to receive n o tifica tion  from  th e  d e p a r tm e n t u n d e r  

th is  subsec tion  [THE REG ISTRA TIO N  FORM ] does not exem pt a licensee from 

renew ing a license to p rac tic e  d e n tis try  u n d e r  th is  c h a n te r  [REG ISTRATIO N].

* Sec. 32. AS 08.36.250 is am ended by adding a new  subsection to read:

(c) A licensed dentist who does not pay the license renew al fee forfeits the 

dentist's license. The board m ay reinstate the license w ithout exam ination w ithin two 

years after the date on which paym ent was due upon written application, p roo f o f 

continued professional com petence, and paym ent o f  all unpaid renewal fees and any 

penalty fee established under AS 08.01.100(b).

* Sec. 33. AS 08.36.315 is am ended to read:

Sec. 08.36.315. G ro u n d s  fo r d isc ip line , su sp en sio n , o r  revoca tion  o f  license. 

The board m ay revoke or suspend the license o f  a dentist, or m ay reprim and, censure, 

or discipline a dentist, or both, if  the board finds after a hearing that the dentist

(1) used or know ingly cooperated in deceit, fraud, or intentional 

m isrepresentation to obtain a license;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional m isrepresentation in the 

course o f providing or billing for professional dental services or engaging in 

professional activities;
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(3) advertised professional dental services in a false or m isleading

m anner;

(4) received com pensation for referring a person to another dentist or 

dental practice;

(5) has been convicted o f  a felony or other crim e that affects the 

dentist's ability to continue to practice dentistry com petently and safely;

(6) engaged in the perform ance o f  patient care, or perm itted the 

perform ance o f  patient care by persons under the dentist's supervision, reg a rd le ss  of 

w h e th e r  a c tu a l in ju ry  to the  p a tie n t o c c u rre d ,

LM  that d id  [DOES] not conform  to m inim um  professional 

standards o f  dentistry [REG A RD LESS OF W H ETH ER A C TU A L INJURY 

TO TH E PA TIEN T O CCU RRED ]; o r

(B) w hen  the  d en tis t, o r  a p e rso n  u n d e r  th e  su p erv is io n  of 

th e  d e n tis t, d id  not have the  p e rm it o r  c e rtif ica te  re q u ire d  u n d e r  AS 08.32 

o r  th is  c h a p te r;

(7) failed to com ply w ith this chapter, w ith a regulation adopted under 

this chapter, or w ith an order o f  the board;

(8) continued to practice after becom ing unfit due to

(A) professional incom petence;

(B) [FAILURE TO KEEP INFO RM ED  OF OR USE 

C U R R EN T PRO FESSIO N A L TH EO RIES OR PRACTICES;

(C)] addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs that 

im p a ir  [IM PAIRS] the dentist's ability to practice safely;

IQ  [(D)] physical or m ental disability;

(9) engaged in lewd or imm oral conduct in connection with the 

delivery o f  professional service to patients;

(10) perm itted a dental hygienist or dental assistant who is em ployed 

by the dentist or w orking under the dentist's supervision to perform  a dental procedure 

in violation o f  AS 08.32.110 or AS 08.36.346 \A S  08.36.070(a)(10)];

(11) failed to report to the board a death that occurred on the prem ises 

used for the practice o f  dentistry within 48 hours^

j
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(12) falsified  o r  d estro y ed  p a tie n t o r  facility  reco rd s  o r  failed  to 

m a in ta in  a p a tie n t o r  facility  rec o rd  fo r a t least seven y e a rs  a f te r  the  d a te  the  

rec o rd  w as c re a te d .

* Sec. 34. AS 08.36.344(a) is am ended to read:

(a) The board shall issue a restorative function certificate to a dental assistant 

i f  the dental assistant furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the dental 

assistant has

(1) successfully com pleted a co u rse  o ffe red  by o r  u n d e r  th e  auspices

o f a program  accredited by the Com m ission on Dental A ccreditation o f  the Am erican 

Dental A ssociation or other e q u iv a len t course o r p ro g ra m  [OF INSTRUCTIO N] 

approved by the board; and

(2) passed the W estern Regional Exam ining Board's restorative 

exam ination or other equivalent exam ination approved by the board w ithin the five 

years preceding the dental assistant's certificate application, or the dental assistant has 

legal authorization from  another state or ju risd iction  to  perform  restorative functions.

* Sec. 35. AS 08.36 is am ended by adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 08.36.347. E x em p tio n  from  ce rtif ica te  re q u irem e n t, (a) A person 

enrolled in a program  or course o f  study m ay perform  dental assisting procedures as 

part o f  that program  or course o f  study w ithout a certificate if  the procedures are 

perform ed

(1) under the direct supervision o f  a m em ber o f  the faculty who is 

licensed under this chapter or AS 08.32; and

(2) as part o f  a clinical program  that has received w ritten approval 

from the board.

(b) A person perform ing dental assisting procedures under (a) o f  this section is 

subject to all other provisions o f  this chapter and statutes and regulations that apply to 

the practice o f  dental assisting by a certified dental assistant.

* Sec. 36. AS 08.36.350(a) is am ended to read:

(a) This chapter applies to a person who practices, or offers or attem pts to 

practice, dentistry  in the state except

(1) a dental surgeon or dentist in the m ilitary service in the discharge
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o f  official duties;

(2) a dentist in the em ploy o f  the U nited States Public Health Service, 

United States D epartm ent o f  V eterans Affairs, U nited  S ta tes In d ia n  H ealth  

[ALA SKA NA TIV E] Service, or other agency o f  the federal governm ent, in the 

discharge o f  official duties;

(3) [A PH YSICIAN O R SU RGEON ;

(4) A  D ENTIST PR O V ID IN G  CA RE IN AN ISO LA TED  A REA BY 

A U TH O RITY  OF A PERM IT ISSU ED  U N D ER AS 08.36.271;

(5)] a dentist licensed in another state who is teaching or 

dem onstrating clinical techniques at a m eeting, sem inar, or lim ited course o f 

instruction sponsored by a dental or dental auxiliary society or association or by an 

accredited dental or dental auxiliary educational institution;

(4) [(6)] a dentist licensed in another state who provides em ergency 

care to an injured or ill person who reasonably appears to the dentist to be in 

im m ediate need o f  em ergency aid in order to avoid serious harm or death if  the care is 

provided w ithout rem uneration^

(5) a  d en tis t em ployed  in th e  s ta te  by an  In d ia n  h e a lth  p ro g ra m , as 

th a t  te rm  is de fin ed  in 25 U .S.C. 1603, w hile  p ro v id in g  d en ta l services to  a  person  

th e  In d ia n  h ea lth  p ro g ra m  is en titled  to  serve u n d e r  25 U .S .C . 450 et seq. (In d ian  

S e lf-D e term in a tio n  an d  E d u ca tio n  A ssistance  A ct), as am en d ed , a n d  25  U.S.C. 

1601 et seq. (In d ia n  H ealth  C a re  Im p ro v e m e n t A ct), as a m e n d e d .

* Sec. 37. AS 08.36 is am ended by adding a new  section to read:

Sec. 08.36.367. O w n ersh ip  o f a d e n ta l office o r  facility , (a) Only a person 

who holds a valid license issued under this chapter m ay own, operate, or m aintain a 

dental practice, office, or clinic. This restriction does not apply to

(1) a labor organization or a nonprofit organization form ed by or on 

behalf o f  a labor organization for the purpose o f  providing dental services;

(2) an institution o f  higher education recognized by the board;

(3) a local governm ent;

(4) an institution or program  accredited by the Com m ission on Dental 

A ccreditation o f  the Am erican Dental A ssociation to provide education and training;
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(5) a nonprofit corporation organized under state law to provide dental 

services to rural areas and m edically underserved populations o f  m igrant, rural 

com m unity, or hom eless individuals under 42 U .S.C. 254b or 254c or health centers 

qualified under 42 U.S.C. 1396d(/)(2)(B) operating in com pliance with other 

applicable state and federal law;

(6) a nonprofit charitable corporation described in 26 U .S.C. 501(c)(3) 

(Internal Revenue Code) and determ ined by the board to be providing dental services 

by volunteer licensed dentists to populations with lim ited access to dental care at no 

charge or a substantially reduced charge.

(b) For the purpose o f  ow ning or operating a dental practice, office, or clinic, 

an entity described in (a) o f  this section shall

(1) name a licensed dentist as its dental director, who shall be subject 

to the provisions o f  AS 08.36.315 and 08.36.317 in the capacity o f  dental director; the 

dental director, or an actively licensed dentist designated by the director, shall have 

responsibility for the entity's practice o f  dentistry; and

(2) m aintain current records o f  the nam es o f  licensed dentists who 

supervise dental hygienists, dental assistants, and other personnel involved in direct 

patient care who are em ployed by the entity; the records m ust be available to the board 

upon w ritten request.

(c) N othing in this chapter precludes a person or entity not licensed by the 

board from

(1) ownership or leasehold o f  any tangible or intangible assets used in 

a dental office or clinic, including real property, furnishings, equipm ent, and 

inventory, but not including dental records o f  patients related to clinical care;

(2) em ploying or contracting for the services o f  personnel other than 

licensed dentists; or

(3) m anagem ent o f  the business aspects o f a dental office or clinic that 

do not include the practice o f  dentistry.

(d) I f  all o f  the ownership interests o f  a dentist or dentists in a dental office or 

clinic are held by an adm inistrator, executor, personal representative, guardian, 

conservator, or receiver o f the estate o f  a form er shareholder, m em ber, or partner, the
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adm inistrator, executor, personal representative, guardian, conservator, or receiver 

m ay retain the ow nership interest for a period o f 24 m onths follow ing the creation o f 

the ow nership interest. The board shall extend the ow nership period for an additional 

24 m onths upon 30 days' notice and may grant additional extensions upon reasonable 

request.

(e) In this section, "labor organization" m eans an organization, not for 

pecuniary profit, constituted w holly or partly to bargain collectively or deal with 

em ployers, including the state and its political subdivisions, concerning grievances, 

term s or conditions o f  em ploym ent, or other mutual aid or protection in connection 

with em ployees that has existed for at least three years and that has a constitution and 

bylaws.

* Sec. 38. AS 08.36.370 is am ended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(7) "certified dental assistant" m eans a person who holds a current 

coronal polishing certificate or restorative function certificate issued by the board;

(8) "licensed dental hygienist" m eans a dental hygienist licensed under

AS 08.32;

(9) "licensed dentist" m eans a dentist licensed under this chapter.

* Sec. 39. AS 08.32.020, 08.32.035, 08.32.040, 08.32.060, 08.32.097, 08.32.100, 08.32.120, 

08.32.130, 08.32.140, 08.32.190(2); AS 08.36.075(b), 08.36.075(c), 08.36.075(d),

08.36.075(e), 08.36.114, 08.36.230, 08.36.244, 08.36.246, 08.36.247, 08.36.248, 08.36.260, 

08.36.271, and 08.36.290 are repealed.

* Sec. 40. The uncodified law o f  the State o f  A laska is am ended by adding a new  section to 

read:

REV ISO R'S INSTRUCTIO N. The revisor o f  statutes shall change the catch line o f 

AS 08.36.250 from  "Renewal o f  registration" to "License renew al, lapse, and reinstatem ent."
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FISCAL NOTE

Analysis
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2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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Bullard 
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 92(FIN)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y  T H E  S E N A T E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E

O ffe re d :
R e fe rred :

Sponsor(s): S E N A T O R  E G A N

cc\

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to dental hygienists, dentists, dental assistants, dental hygiene, and 

dentistry."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.32.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.010. License required. Except as provided in AS 08.32.095, a 

person may not practice, offer or attempt to practice, or advertise or announce as being 

prepared or qualified to practice dental hygiene without a license [AND A CURRENT 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION].

* Sec. 2. AS 08.32 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.32.014. Qualifications for license, (a) An applicant for a license to 

practice dental hygiene shall

(1) provide evidence to the board that the applicant

(A) has successfully completed an academic program in dental 

hygiene of at least two years duration that, at the time of graduation, is

- 1 -
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accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental 

Association and is approved by the board;

(B) has passed a written theory examination of the American 

Dental Association Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations or an 

equivalent examination approved by the board;

(C) has successfully passed a state or regional dental hygiene 

clinical examination approved by the board;

(D) has not had a license to practice dental hygiene revoked, 

suspended, or voluntarily surrendered in this state or another state;

(E) is not the subject o f an adverse decision based on a 

complaint, investigation, review procedure, or other disciplinary proceeding 

within the five years immediately preceding application or of an unresolved 

complaint, investigation, review procedure, or other disciplinary proceeding 

undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing jurisdiction;

(F) is not the subject of an unresolved or adverse decision 

based on a complaint, investigation, review procedure, or other disciplinary 

proceeding undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing 

jurisdiction or law enforcement agency that relates to criminal or fraudulent 

activity, dental malpractice, or negligent dental care and that adversely reflects 

on the applicant's ability or competence to practice as a dental hygienist or on 

the safety or well-being o f patients;

(G) is not the subject o f an adverse report from the National 

Practitioner Data Bank or the American Association o f Dental Examiners 

Clearinghouse for Board Actions that relates to criminal or fraudulent activity 

or dental malpractice;

(H) is not impaired to an extent that affects the applicant's 

ability to practice as a dental hygienist;

(I) has not been convicted of a crime that adversely reflects on 

the applicant's ability or competency to practice as a dental hygienist or that 

jeopardizes the safety or well-being of a patient; and

(2) meet the other qualifications for a license established by the board

- 2 -
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by regulation.

(b) An applicant for a license to practice dental hygiene may be interviewed in 

person by the board or a designee of the board. The interview must be recorded. If the 

application is denied on the basis of the interview, the denial shall be stated in writing, 

with the reasons for it, and the record shall be preserved.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.32.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.030. Licensure by credentials. The board may provide for the 

licensing without examination o f a dental hygienist who

(1) meets the criteria o f AS 08.32.014 [AS 08.32.020(a)];

(2) submits proof of continued competence as specified in 

regulations adopted by the board;

(3) is currently licensed to practice dental hygiene in another state 

or territory of the United States; and

£4) [HAS SUCCESSFULLY PASSED A STATE OR REGIONAL 

DENTAL HYGIENE CLINICAL EXAMINATION THAT THE BOARD HAS 

DETERMINED IS AT LEAST EQUIVALENT IN SCOPE, QUALITY, AND 

DIFFICULTY TO THE ALASKA CLINICAL EXAMINATION;

(3) HAS BEEN IN ACTIVE CLINICAL DENTAL HYGIENE 

PRACTICE AVERAGING NOT LESS THAN 700 HOURS A YEAR FOR EACH 

OF THE TWO YEARS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING APPLICATION FOR 

STATE LICENSURE;

(4) HAS NOT FAILED THE CLINICAL DENTAL HYGIENE 

EXAMINATION OF THIS STATE;

(5) HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY HAD A LICENSE TO PRACTICE 

DENTAL HYGIENE ISSUED BY ANY STATE OR REGION REVOKED;

(6) HAS COMPLETED NOT LESS THAN 14 HOURS OF 

CONTINUING EDUCATION RELATED TO CLINICAL HYGIENE IN THE TWO 

YEARS BEFORE FILING AN APPLICATION WITH THE BOARD; THE 

CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIRED UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH MUST BE 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD, THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION, THE 

ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY, OR THE AMERICAN DENTAL

-3- CSSB 92(FEM)
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HYGIENISTS' ASSOCIATION;

(7)] pays the fees established [REQUIRED] under AS 08.01.065 

[AS 08.32.097; AND

(8) IS NOT THE SUBJECT OF AN UNRESOLVED COMPLAINT, 

REVIEW PROCEDURE, OR DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING UNDERTAKEN BY 

A DENTAL OR DENTAL HYGIENE LICENSING JURISDICTION],

* Sec. 4. AS 08.32.070 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.070. Licensing [REGISTRATION AND LICENSING] of dental 

hygienists. The board shall issue [REGISTER] each successful applicant [AND 

ISSUE THE APPLICANT] a license upon payment o f all required fees.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.32.071 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.071. Renewal of license [REGISTRATION]. At least 60 days 

before expiration o f a dental hygienist's license [LICENSEE'S REGISTRATION 

CERTIFICATE], the Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic 

Development shall notify the [MAIL A FORM FOR RENEWAL OF 

REGISTRATION TO EACH] licensed dental hygienist. Each licensee who wishes to 

renew a dental hygienist's license shall submit a completed license renewal form. 

[REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE SHALL COMPLETE THE FORM AND 

RETURN IT WITH] the appropriate fee* and evidence o f continued professional 

competence as required by the board. The Department o f Commerce, Community, and 

Economic Development shall, as soon as practicable, issue a dental hygienist license 

[REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE] valid for a stated number of years. [EACH 

LICENSEE SHALL KEEP THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE BESIDE OR 

ATTACHED TO THE LICENSEE'S LICENSE.] Failure to receive notification from 

the department under this section [THE REGISTRATION FORM] does not exempt 

a licensee from renewing the licensee’s dental hygienist license [REGISTRATION].

* Sec. 6. AS 08.32.081 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.081. Lapse and reinstatement of license. A licensed dental 

hygienist who does not pay the renewal [REGISTRATION] fee under AS 08.32.071 

forfeits the hygienist's license. The board may reinstate the license without 

examination within two years o f the date on which payment was due upon written

CSSB 92(FIN) -4-
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application, proof o f continued professional competence, and payment of all unpaid 

renewal fees and any penalty fee established under AS 08.01.100(b).

* Sec. 7. AS 08.32.085(a) is amended to read:

(a) The board shall issue a restorative function endorsement to a licensed 

dental hygienist [WHO IS LICENSED UNDER THIS CHAPTER] if the licensee 

furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the licensee has

(1) successfully completed a course offered by or under the auspices 

of a program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American 

Dental Association or other equivalent course or program [OF INSTRUCTION] 

approved by the board; and

(2) passed the Western Regional Examining Board's restorative 

examination or other equivalent examination approved by the board within the five 

years preceding the licensee's endorsement application, or the licensee is licensedj 

certified, or otherwise permitted in another state or United States territory to 

perform restorative functions.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.32.095(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person enrolled as a [FULL-TIME] student in an accredited [SCHOOL 

OF] dental hygiene program may perform dental hygiene procedures as part of a 

course o f study without a license if

(1) the procedures are performed under the

(A) general [DIRECT] supervision o f a member of the faculty 

who is licensed under AS 08.36, and under the direct or indirect 

supervision of a member of the faculty who is licensed under this chapter; 

or

IB) [UNDER THE] direct or indirect supervision of a 

member of the faculty who [TEAM OF LICENSED FACULTY DENTISTS, 

AT LEAST ONE OF WHOM] is licensed under AS 08.36; and

(2) the clinical program has received written approval from the board.

* Sec. 9. AS 08.32.110(a) is amended to read:

(a) The role o f the dental hygienist is to assist members o f the dental 

profession in providing oral health care to the public. A person licensed to practice the

-5-
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profession of dental hygiene in the state maya

(1) under the general supervision of a licensed dentist,

(A) perform preliminary charting and triage to formulate a 

dental hygiene assessment and dental hygiene treatment plan:

m  remove calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from the 

exposed surfaces of the teeth beginning at the epithelial attachment by scaling 

and polishing techniques;

(Cl remove marginal overhangs:

(Dt use local periodontal therapeutic agents:

(El perform nonsurgical periodontal therapy;

£F1 [(2) APPLY TOPICAL PREVENTIVE AGENTS;

(3) APPLY PIT AND FISSURE SEALANTS;

(4) PERFORM ROOT PLANING AND PERIODONTAL SOFT 

TISSUE CURETTAGE;

(5)] perform other dental operations and services delegated by a 

licensed dentist if  the dental operations and services are not prohibited by (c) of this 

section;

(G1 [AND (6)] if certified by the board [AND UNDER THE 

DIRECT, INDIRECT, OR GENERAL SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED 

DENTIST], administer local anesthetic agents; and

(21 if certified by the board and under the direct or indirect 

supervision of a licensed dentist, administer and monitor nitrous oxide-oxvgen 

conscious sedation.

* Sec. 10. AS 08.32.110(c) is amended to read:

(c) This section does not authorize delegation of

(1) dental diagnosis, comprehensive [DIAGNOSING,] treatment 

planning, and writing prescriptions for drugs; writing authorizations for restorative, 

prosthetic, or orthodontic appliances;

(2) operative or surgical procedures on hard or soft tissues [EXCEPT 

AS ALLOWED IN (a)(4) OF THIS SECTION]; or

(3) other procedures that require the professional competence and skill

CSSB 92(FIN) -6-
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of a dentist.

* Sec. 11. AS 08.32.110(e) is amended to read:

(e) This section does not prohibit a licensed dental hygienist

(1) with an endorsement issued under AS 08.32.085 from performing 

the activities authorized under AS 08.32.085; [OR]

(2) who has entered into a collaborative agreement approved by the 

board under AS 08.32.115 from performing the activities authorized under the 

collaborative agreement; or

(31 from performing a dental operation, procedure, or service a 

dentist may delegate to a dental assistant under AS 08.36.346.

* Sec. 12. AS 08.32.115(a) is amended to read:

(a) If the collaborative agreement is approved by the board under (d) of this 

section, a licensed dental hygienist with a minimum of 4,000 documented hours of 

clinical experience within the five years preceding application for the board's approval 

may enter into a collaborative agreement with a licensed dentist [LICENSED UNDER 

AS 08.36] in which the licensed dentist authorizes the licensed dental hygienist to 

perform one or more of the following:

(1) oral health promotion and disease prevention education;

(2) removal o f calcareous deposits, accretions, and stains from the 

surfaces of teeth;

(3) application of topical preventive or prophylactic agents, including 

fluoride varnishes and pit and fissure sealants;

(4) polishing and smoothing restorations;

(5) removal o f marginal overhangs;

(6) preliminary charting and triage to formulate a dental hygiene 

assessment and dental hygiene treatment plan:

(7) the exposure and development of radiographs:

(8) use of local periodontal therapeutic agents; and

(9) performance o f nonsurgical periodontal therapy, with or without 

the administration of local anesthesia, subsequent to a licensed dentist's authorization 

or diagnosis as specified in the licensed hygienist's collaborative agreement.
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* Sec. 13. AS 08.32.115(d) is amended to read:

(d) The board may approve a collaborative agreement between a licensed 

dentist and a licensed dental hygienist. However, the board may not approve more 

than five collaborative agreements with a licensed dentist, not including any 

collaborative agreements that have been terminated. A licensed dental hygienist shall 

notify the board of the termination o f a collaborative agreement with a licensed 

dentist.

* Sec. 14. AS 08.32.160 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.32.160. Grounds for discipline, suspension, or revocation of license.

The board may revoke or suspend the license of a dental hygienist, or may reprimand, 

censure, or discipline a licensee, if, after a hearing, the board finds that the licensee

(1) used or knowingly cooperated in deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misrepresentation to obtain a license, certificate, or endorsement 

[REGISTRATION];

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation in the 

course of providing or billing for professional services or engaging in professional 

activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or misleading manner;

(4) has been convicted of a felony or other crime that affects the 

licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and safely;

(5) failed to comply with this chapter, with a regulation adopted under 

this chapter or under AS 08.36, or with an order o f the board;

(6) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs that 

impairs the licensee's ability to practice safely;

(C) physical or mental disability;

[(D) FAILURE TO KEEP INFORMED OF OR USE 

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL THEORIES AND PRACTICES;]

(7) engaged in lewd or immoral conduct in connection with the 

delivery o f professional service to patients;
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(8) performed clinical procedures [FOR COMPENSATION] without 

being under the supervision of a licensed dentist^

(91 did not conform to professional standards in delivering dental 

hygiene services to patients regardless of whether actual injury to the patient 

occurred.

* Sec. 15. AS 08.32.180 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) Notwithstanding AS 08.01.075(a)(8), the board may impose a civil fine not 

to exceed $25,000 for each violation of this chapter or a regulation adopted under this 

chapter.

* Sec. 16. AS 08.32.187(a) is amended to read:

(a) This chapter applies to a person who practices, or offers or attempts to 

practice, as a dental hygienist in the state except

(1) a dental hygienist in the military service in the discharge of official

duties;

(2) a dental hygienist in the employ o f the United States Public Health 

Service, United States Department of Veterans Affairs, United States Indian Health 

[ALASKA NATIVE] Service, or another agency o f the federal government, in the 

discharge of official duties;

(3) a dental hygienist licensed in another state or jurisdiction who is 

teaching or demonstrating clinical techniques at a meeting, seminar, or limited course 

of instruction sponsored by a dental or dental auxiliary society or association or by an 

accredited dental or dental auxiliary educational institution^

(41 a dental hygienist employed in the state by an Indian health 

program, as that term is defined in 25 U.S.C. 1603, while providing dental 

hygiene services to a person the Indian health program is entitled to serve under 

25 U.S.C. 450 et sea. (Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Actl. 

as amended, and 25 U.S.C. 1601 et seq. (Indian Health Care Improvement Act), 

as amended.

* Sec. 17. AS 08.32.190 is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(6) "licensed dental hygienist" means a dental hygienist licensed under

this chapter;
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(7) "licensed dentist" means a dentist licensed under AS 08.36.

* Sec. 18. AS 08.36.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) There is created the Board o f Dental Examiners consisting o f nine 

members. Six members shall be licensed dentists who have been engaged in the 

practice o f dentistry in the state for five years immediately preceding appointment, 

two members shall be dental hygienists licensed under AS 08.32 who have been 

engaged in the practice of dental hygiene in the state for five years immediately 

preceding appointment, and one member shall be a public member who does not have 

a direct financial interest in the health care industry.

* Sec. 19. AS 08.36.010 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(c) Each member shall take an oath o f office. The president or secretary 

elected under AS 08.36.030 may administer oaths. The oath shall be filed and 

preserved in the department.

(d) The board shall adopt a seal.

* Sec. 20. AS 08.36.030 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.030. Election of officers. £a) The board shall elect from among its 

members

(1) a president who is a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist:

and

12] a secretary.

(b) Officers elected under (al of this section [FROM AMONG ITS 

MEMBERS, EACH TO] serve for a term not to exceed two years.

* Sec. 21. AS 08.36.070 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.070. General powers, (a) The board shall

(1) provide for the examination of applicants and the credentialing 

and licensure of [ISSUE LICENSES TO] those applicants it finds qualified;

(2) maintain a registry of [REGISTER] licensed dentistSj [AND] 

licensed dental hygienists, and certified dental assistants who are in good standing;

(3) affiliate with the American Association of Dental Boards 

[EXAMINERS] and pay annual dues to the association;

(4) hold hearings and order the disciplinary sanction o f a person who
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violates this chapter, AS 08.32, or a regulation of the board;

(5) supply forms for applications, licenses, permits, certificates, and 

other papers and records;

(6) enforce the provisions of this chapter and AS 08.32 and adopt or 

amend the regulations necessary to make the provisions of this chapter and AS 08.32 

effective;

(7) adopt regulations ensuring that renewal of a license or certificate 

under this chapter or a license, certificate, or endorsement under AS 08.32

[REGISTRATION] is contingent upon proof of continued professional competence 

[BY A LICENSED DENTIST OR LICENSED DENTAL HYGIENIST];

(8) [PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR PROOF OF CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE AND REQUEST 

THE DEPARTMENT TO MAKE THESE REQUIREMENTS AVAILABLE TO 

EACH LICENSED DENTIST AND LICENSED DENTAL HYGIENIST AT LEAST 

ONE YEAR BEFORE THE DATE ON WHICH THE DENTIST OR DENTAL 

HYGIENIST MUST RENEW REGISTRATION;

(9)] at least annually^ cause to be published on the Internet and in a 

newspaper o f general circulation in each major city in the state a summary of 

disciplinary actions the board has taken during the preceding calendar year;

m  [(io)] issue permits or certificates to licensed dentists, licensed 

dental hygienists, and dental assistants who meet standards determined by the board 

for specific procedures that require specific education and training [;

(11) REGULATE THE REENTRY INTO PRACTICE OF INACTIVE 

DENTISTS AND DENTAL HYGIENISTS;

(12) REQUIRE, AS A CONDITION OF A LICENSE OR LICENSE 

RENEWAL ISSUED BY THE BOARD, THAT AN APPLICANT OR LICENSEE 

HAS, AT THE TIME OF LICENSING OR RENEWAL AND MAINTAINS 

THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD OF A LICENSE, CURRENT CERTIFICATION IN 

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION TECHNIQUES, EXCEPT THAT THE 

BOARD MAY WAIVE THIS REQUIREMENT UNDER AN AGREEMENT WITH 

THE APPLICANT OR LICENSEE IF THE APPLICANT OR LICENSEE
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DOCUMENTS, TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE BOARD, THE EXISTENCE OF 

A PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT THAT RESULTS IN AN INABILITY TO BE 

CERTIFIED IN CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION TECHNIQUES AND 

THE AGREEMENT SPECIFIES THAT THE APPLICANT OR LICENSEE WILL 

ENSURE THAT ANOTHER PERSON WHO IS CERTIFIED IN 

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION TECHNIQUES WILL BE IN THE 

SAME ROOM AS THE APPLICANT OR LICENSEE WHENEVER THE 

APPLICANT OR LICENSEE IS PRACTICING DENTISTRY ON A LIVING 

PATIENT WHO IS ALSO PRESENT; THE BOARD MAY INCLUDE IN THE 

AGREEMENT AN EXPIRATION DATE OR PROVIDE THAT THE AGREEMENT 

REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL REVIEWED BY THE BOARD].

(b) The board may

(1) order a licensed dentist or licensed dental hygienist to submit to a 

reasonable physical or mental examination if the dentist's or the dental hygienist's 

physical or mental capacity to practice safely is at issue; [AND]

(2) authorize a designee of the board or the board's investigator 

[ITS REPRESENTATIVE] to inspect the practice facilities or patient or professional 

records o f a dentist at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to monitor 

compliance with this chapter and with AS 08.32; and

(31 delegate the board's powers to act, hear, and decide matters as 

authorized by AS 44.62.

* Sec. 22. AS 08.36 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.36.073. Investigator. After consulting with the board, the department 

shall employ a person who is not a member of the board as the investigator for the 

board. The investigator shall

(1) conduct investigations into alleged violations of this chapter and 

into alleged violations of regulations and orders o f the board;

(2) at the request o f the board, conduct investigations based on 

complaints filed with the department or with the board; and

(3) be directly responsible and accountable to the board, except that 

only the department has authority to terminate the investigator's employment and the
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department shall provide day-to-day and administrative supervision of the 

investigator.

* Sec. 23. AS 08.36.075(a) is amended to read:

(a) The [SUBJECT TO (b) OF THIS SECTION, THE] board shall establish 

standards that comply with applicable federal law for the registration, use, and 

inspection o f dental radiological equipment, including standards for record keeping 

relating to the control panels and the use o f the equipment. The board may charge a 

fee for dental radiological equipment registered under this section [INSPECTION 

STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD MUST REQUIRE THAT AN 

INSPECTION BE PERFORMED BY A PERSON WHO HAS QUALIFICATIONS 

EQUIVALENT TO THE QUALIFICATIONS ESTABLISHED AS OF 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1998, IN THE "APPLICANT PROFILE AND JOB

QUALIFICATION SUMMARY" FOR A STATE RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH 

SPECIALIST I],

* Sec. 24. AS 08.36.091 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.091. Records and reports. The board shall maintain

(1) a record o f its proceedings;

(2) a registry [REGISTER] containing the name, office and home 

addresses, and other information considered necessary by the board [,] of each person 

licensed as a dentist or dental hygienist or certified as a dental assistant. [AND] a 

registry [REGISTER] of the licenses, certificates, and endorsements revoked by the 

board, and information on the status o f each licensee and each certified dental 

assistant.

* Sec. 25. AS 08.36.100 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.100. License required. Except as provided in AS 08.36.238, a 

person may not practice, or attempt to practice, dentistry without a license [AND A 

CURRENT CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION],

* Sec. 26. AS 08.36.110 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.110. Qualifications for license. An applicant for a license to 

practice dentistry shall

(1) provide certification to the board that the applicant
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(A) is a graduate of a dental school that, at the time of 

graduation, is approved [ACCREDITED] by the board [COMMISSION ON 

ACCREDITATION OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION];

(B) [HOLDS A CERTIFICATE FROM THE AMERICAN 

DENTAL ASSOCIATION JOINT COMMISSION ON NATIONAL 

DENTAL EXAMINATIONS THAT THE APPLICANT] has successfully 

passed a [THE] written examination approved [EXAMINATIONS GIVEN] 

by the board [COMMISSION];

(C) has not had a license to practice dentistry revoked, 

suspended, or voluntarily surrendered in this state or another state;

(D) is not the subject of an adverse decision based upon a 

complaint, investigation, review procedure, or other disciplinary proceeding 

within the five years immediately preceding application, or of an unresolved 

complaint, investigation, review procedure, or other disciplinary proceeding, 

undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing jurisdiction 

[OR A DENTAL SOCIETY];

(E) is not the subject of an unresolved or an adverse decision 

based upon a complaint, investigation, review procedure, or other disciplinary 

proceeding, undertaken by a state, territorial, local, or federal dental licensing 

jurisdiction [, DENTAL SOCIETY,] or law enforcement agency that relates to 

criminal or fraudulent activity, dental malpractice, or negligent dental care and 

that adversely reflects on the applicant's ability or competence to practice 

dentistry or on the safety or well-being of patients;

(F) is not the subject of an adverse report from the National 

Practitioner Data Bank or the American Association o f Dental Boards 

[EXAMINERS] Clearinghouse for Board Actions that relates to criminal or 

fraudulent activity, or dental malpractice;

(G) is not impaired to an extent that affects the applicant's 

ability to practice dentistry;

(H) has not been convicted of a crime that adversely reflects on 

the applicant's ability or competency to practice dentistry or that jeopardizes
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the safety or well-being of a patient;

(2) pass, to the satisfaction o f the board, written, clinical, and other 

examinations administered or approved by the board; and

(3) meet the other qualifications for a license established by the board

by regulation.

* Sec. 27. AS 08.36.110 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) An applicant for licensure shall be interviewed in person by the board or 

by a member o f the board before a license is issued. The interview must be recorded. 

If the application is denied on the basis o f the interview, the denial shall be stated in 

writing, with the reasons for it, and the record shall be preserved.

* Sec. 28. AS 08.36.234(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) The board may waive the examination requirement and license by 

credentials if  the dentist applicant meets the requirements of AS 08.36.110, submits 

proof o f continued competence as required by regulation, pays the required fee, and 

has

(1) an active license from a board of dental examiners established 

under the laws o f  a state or territory of the United States issued after thorough 

examination; or

(2) passed an examination as specified by the board in regulations.

* Sec. 29. AS 08.36.234(b) is amended to read:

(b) A dentist applying for licensure without [CLINICAL] examination is 

responsible for providing to the board all materials required by [THIS SECTION OR 

BY] the board to implement this section to establish eligibility for a license without 

[CLINICAL] examination. In addition to the grounds for revocation of a license under 

AS 08.36.315, the board may revoke a license issued without [A CLINICAL] 

examination upon evidence of misinformation or substantial omission.

* Sec. 30. AS 08.36.238(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person enrolled as a [FULL-TIME] student in an accredited school of 

dentistry may perform procedures as part o f a course o f study without a license if

(1) the procedures are performed under the direct supervision of a 

member o f the faculty who is licensed under this chapter, or under the direct
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supervision of a team of licensed faculty dentists, at least one of whom is licensed 

under this chapter; and

(2) the clinical program has received written approval from the board.

* Sec. 31. AS 08.36.250(a) is amended to read:

(a) At least 60 days before expiration of a license issued under this chapter 

[LICENSEE'S REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE], the department shall notify the 

[MAIL A FORM FOR RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION TO EACH] licensed 

dentist. A licensee who wishes to renew a license shall submit a completed license 

renewal form. [COMPLETE THE FORM AND RETURN IT WITH] the appropriate 

fee2 and evidence o f continued professional competence as required by the board. The 

department shall, as soon as practicable, issue a new license [REGISTRATION 

CERTIFICATE] valid for a stated number of years. [A LICENSEE SHALL KEEP 

THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE BESIDE OR ATTACHED TO THE 

LICENSEE'S LICENSE.] Failure to receive notification from the department under 

this subsection [THE REGISTRATION FORM] does not exempt a licensee from 

renewing a license to practice dentistry under this chapter [REGISTRATION].

* Sec. 32. AS 08.36.250 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(c) A licensed dentist who does not pay the license renewal fee forfeits the 

dentist's license. The board may reinstate the license without examination within two 

years after the date on which payment was due upon written application, proof of 

continued professional competence, and payment of all unpaid renewal fees and any 

penalty fee established under AS 08.01.100(b).

* Sec. 33. AS 08.36.315 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.315. Grounds for discipline, suspension, or revocation of license. 

The board may revoke or suspend the license o f a dentist, or may reprimand, censure, 

or discipline a dentist, or both, if  the board finds after a hearing that the dentist

(1) used or knowingly cooperated in deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misrepresentation to obtain a license;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation in the 

course o f providing or billing for professional dental services or engaging in 

professional activities;
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(3) advertised professional dental services in a false or misleading

manner;

(4) received compensation for referring a person to another dentist or 

dental practice;

(5) has been convicted of a felony or other crime that affects the 

dentist's ability to continue to practice dentistry competently and safely;

(6) engaged in the performance o f patient care, or permitted the 

performance o f patient care by persons under the dentist's supervision, regardless of 

whether actual injury to the patient occurred,

IA] that did [DOES] not conform to minimum professional 

standards of dentistry [REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ACTUAL INJURY 

TO THE PATIENT OCCURRED]; or

(B) when the dentist, or a person under the supervision of 

the dentist, did not have the permit or certificate required under AS 08.32 

or this chapter:

(7) failed to comply with this chapter, with a regulation adopted under 

this chapter, or with an order of the board;

(8) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) [FAILURE TO KEEP INFORMED OF OR USE 

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL THEORIES OR PRACTICES;

(C)] addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs that 

impair [IMPAIRS] the dentist's ability to practice safely;

(Cl [(D)] physical or mental disability;

(9) engaged in lewd or immoral conduct in connection with the 

delivery of professional service to patients;

(10) permitted a dental hygienist or dental assistant who is employed 

by the dentist or working under the dentist's supervision to perform a dental procedure 

in violation of AS 08.32.110 or AS 08.36.346 TAS 08.36.070(a)(10)];

(11) failed to report to the board a death that occurred on the premises 

used for the practice of dentistry within 48 hours^
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maintain a patient or facility record for at least seven years after the date the 

record was created.

* Sec. 34. AS 08.36.344(a) is amended to read:

(a) The board shall issue a restorative function certificate to a dental assistant 

if  the dental assistant furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the dental 

assistant has

(1) successfully completed a course offered by or under the auspices

of a program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American 

Dental Association or other equivalent course or program [OF INSTRUCTION] 

approved by the board; and

(2) passed the Western Regional Examining Board's restorative 

examination or other equivalent examination approved by the board within the five 

years preceding the dental assistant's certificate application, or the dental assistant has 

legal authorization from another state or jurisdiction to perform restorative functions.

* Sec. 35. AS 08.36 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.36.347. Exemption from certificate requirement, (a) A person 

enrolled in a program or course of study may perform dental assisting procedures as 

part o f that program or course of study without a certificate if the procedures are 

performed

(1) under the direct supervision of a member of the faculty who is 

licensed under this chapter or AS 08.32; and

(2) as part o f a clinical program that has received written approval 

from the board.

(b) A person performing dental assisting procedures under (a) of this section is 

subject to all other provisions o f this chapter and statutes and regulations that apply to 

the practice of dental assisting by a certified dental assistant.

* Sec. 36. AS 08.36.350(a) is amended to read:

(a) This chapter applies to a person who practices, or offers or attempts to 

practice, dentistry in the state except

(1) a dental surgeon or dentist in the military service in the discharge
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of official duties;

(2) a dentist in the employ of the United States Public Health Service, 

United States Department o f Veterans Affairs, United States Indian Health 

[ALASKA NATIVE] Service, or other agency of the federal government, in the 

discharge o f official duties;

(3) [A PHYSICIAN OR SURGEON;

(4) A DENTIST PROVIDING CARE IN AN ISOLATED AREA BY 

AUTHORITY OF A PERMIT ISSUED UNDER AS 08.36.271;

(5)] a dentist licensed in another state who is teaching or 

demonstrating clinical techniques at a meeting, seminar, or limited course of 

instruction sponsored by a dental or dental auxiliary society or association or by an 

accredited dental or dental auxiliary educational institution;

[(6)] a dentist licensed in another state who provides emergency 

care to an injured or ill person who reasonably appears to the dentist to be in 

immediate need of emergency aid in order to avoid serious harm or death if the care is 

provided without remuneration^

(5) a dentist employed in the state by an Indian health program, as 

that term is defined in 25 U.S.C. 1603, while providing dental services to a person 

the Indian health program is entitled to serve under 25 U.S.C. 450 et seq. (Indian 

Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act), as amended, and 25 U.S.C. 

1601 et seq. (Indian Health Care Improvement Acfh as amended.

* Sec. 37. AS 08.36 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.36.367. Ownership of a dental office or facility, (a) Only a person 

who holds a valid license issued under this chapter may own, operate, or maintain a 

dental practice, office, or clinic. This restriction does not apply to

(1) a labor organization or a nonprofit organization formed by or on 

behalf o f a labor organization for the purpose of providing dental services;

(2) an institution of higher education recognized by the board;

(3) a local government;

(4) an institution or program accredited by the Commission on Dental 

Accreditation o f the American Dental Association to provide education and training;
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(5) a nonprofit corporation organized under state law to provide dental 

services to rural areas and medically underserved populations of migrant, rural 

community, or homeless individuals under 42 U.S.C. 254b or 254c or health centers 

qualified under 42 U.S.C. 1396d(/)(2)(B) operating in compliance with other 

applicable state and federal law;

(6) a nonprofit charitable corporation described in 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) 

(Internal Revenue Code) and determined by the board to be providing dental services 

by volunteer licensed dentists to populations with limited access to dental care at no 

charge or a substantially reduced charge.

(b) For the purpose o f owning or operating a dental practice, office, or clinic, 

an entity described in (a) of this section shall

(1) name a licensed dentist as its dental director, who shall be subject 

to the provisions o f AS 08.36.315 and 08.36.317 in the capacity of dental director; the 

dental director, or an actively licensed dentist designated by the director, shall have 

responsibility for the entity's practice o f dentistry; and

(2) maintain current records of the names of licensed dentists who 

supervise dental hygienists, dental assistants, and other personnel involved in direct 

patient care who are employed by the entity; the records must be available to the board 

upon written request.

(c) Nothing in this chapter precludes a person or entity not licensed by the 

board from

(1) ownership or leasehold o f any tangible or intangible assets used in 

a dental office or clinic, including real property, furnishings, equipment, and 

inventory, but not including dental records of patients related to clinical care;

(2) employing or contracting for the services of personnel other than 

licensed dentists; or

(3) management of the business aspects o f a dental office or clinic that 

do not include the practice of dentistry.

(d) If all of the ownership interests of a dentist or dentists in a dental office or 

clinic are held by an administrator, executor, personal representative, guardian, 

conservator, or receiver of the estate o f a former shareholder, member, or partner, the
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administrator, executor, personal representative, guardian, conservator, or receiver 

may retain the ownership interest for a period of 24 months following the creation of 

the ownership interest. The board shall extend the ownership period for an additional 

24 months upon 30 days' notice and may grant additional extensions upon reasonable 

request.

(e) In this section, "labor organization" means an organization, not for 

pecuniary profit, constituted wholly or partly to bargain collectively or deal with 

employers, including the state and its political subdivisions, concerning grievances, 

terms or conditions of employment, or other mutual aid or protection in connection 

with employees that has existed for at least three years and that has a constitution and 

bylaws.

* Sec. 38. AS 08.36.370 is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(7) "certified dental assistant" means a person who holds a current 

coronal polishing certificate or restorative function certificate issued by the board;

(8) "licensed dental hygienist" means a dental hygienist licensed under

AS 08.32;

(9) "licensed dentist" means a dentist licensed under this chapter.

* Sec. 39. AS 08.32.020, 08.32.035, 08.32.040, 08.32.060, 08.32.097, 08.32.100, 08.32.120, 

08.32.130, 08.32.140, 08.32.190(2); AS 08.36.075(b), 08.36.075(c), 08.36.075(d),

08.36.075(e), 08.36.114, 08.36.230, 08.36.244, 08.36.246, 08.36.247, 08.36.248, 08.36.260, 

08.36.271, and 08.36.290 are repealed.

* Sec. 40. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

REVISOR'S INSTRUCTION. The revisor of statutes shall change the catch line of 

AS 08.36.250 from "Renewal of registration" to "License renewal, lapse, and reinstatement."
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Stedman, Co-Chair DATE: April 1,2011
Senator Hoffman, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Don Habeger, Division Director RE: Department Response to Questions
Corporations, Business and Professional regarding SB 92: Dental Practice
Licensing

In response to the Committee's questions on SB92 -  Dental Practice, regarding investigative case number 
comparison the Division of Corporation, Business and Professional Licensing has the following information to 
offer.

Time period for case numbers for the Medical Board and the Dental Board is January 1, 2009 through March 
30, 2011:

• Dental Board cases are: Total cases = 40: 19 have been closed; 21 open status, of these none involve 
AAG or litigation.

• Medical Board cases are: Total cases = 162: 85 have been closed; 77 open status, of these 4 are with 
AAG and 4 are in litigation.

Notes: Open status may include the following: initial notification of an alleged violation, intakes, receiving of 
formal complaint, fact gathering (interviews, records review, etc.); expert witness review and advice as to case 
merits; board subcommittee review for case merits; accusations filing, Consent Agreements, and presentation to 
Boards and Commissions for final action.

Currently there are 21 open matters concerning Dental and Dental Hygienist. The open matter includes 
complaints and intakes. Intakes are when Investigations receive a telephone call or letter alleging a complamt 
agamst a licensed practitioner. Investigations respond by sending out a complaint packet and once it is 
returned, turn the intake into a complaint. It does not turn into an "open" investigation, until we have evidence 
of a violation. Of the 21 only 5 are considered "open" investigations, the rest are in the intake or complaint 
stages. This process, although discussed specifically m relation to the Dental Board's investigation activity, is 
similar for all boards and commissions.

Please let me know if vou have any further questions or concerns.
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David Logan, DDS 
Legislative Chairman 
Alaska Dental Society 
9170 Jewel Lake Road #203 
Anchorage, AK 99502

Dear Dr. Logan:

Thank you for your email suggesting language to further amend Section 16 of SB 92. 
Southcentral Foundation (SCF) agrees with you that the language in the bill as introduced, 
adding an exemption under AS 08.32.187(a) for certain dental hygienists. needs additional work. 
Your suggestion was that it read:

(4) a dental hygienist employed in the state by an Alaska 
Native organization that is recognized by and eligible to receive 
services from the United States Department of the Interior. Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, while providing dental hygiene services to a 
member of a tribe that is recognized by the United States Secretary 
of the Interior under 25 U.S.C. 479a (Federally Recognized Indian 
Tribe List Act of 1994).

You asked SCF to identify any problems it might have with that language and it is happy to do 
s o .

Operation of health programs by Alaska Native tribes and tribal organizations is governed by 
two laws: the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (1SDEAA), Pub. L. 93- 
638, (codified as amended at 25 U.S.C. 450 et seq), and the Indian Health Care Improvement Act 
(IHCIA). Pub. L. 94-437, (codified as amended 25 U.S.C. 1601 ct scq. ). The 1SDEAA specifies 
which tribal entities are allow'ed to operate services of the Indian Health Service (IHS). These 
entities include tribes, tribal organizations, and inter-tribal consortia. There is no process by 
which the Department of Interior. Bureau of Indian Affairs, recognized “Alaska Native 
Organizations." as the language above suggests, and the definition of tribe in the latter clause is 
inconsistent with the definition of tribe in either the ISDEAA or IHCIA.

This is a matter of great concern to SCF, and very likely many other tribal organizations 
throughout the State, since the proposed language would exclude all of the regional tribal health 
organizations and would also narrow who may be served significantly over that authorized under 
applicable Federal law. specifically the ISDEAA and IHCIA.

SCF appreciates the interests that the Alaska Dental Society is attempting to address, however.

4501 D ip lo m a c y  D r iv e  • A n c h o r a g e , A la s k a  99508  
(9 0 7 ) 7 2 9 -4 9 5 5  • F a x  (907) 7 2 9-5000  • w w w .sc f.e e
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and wants to help find the correct language. A really simple version could read:

(4) a dental hygienist employed in the state by an Indian 
health program, as that tenn is defined at 25 U.S.C. 1603(12), 
while providing dental hygiene services to a person that the Indian 
health program is entitled to serve under the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assistance Act, Pub. L. 93-638, as 
amended, and the Indian Health Care Improvement Act, Pub. L.
94-437, as amended.

An alternative version that would spell out the provisions somewhat more could read:

(4) a dental hygienist

(A) employed in the state by
(i) the Indian Health Sendee;
(ii) an Indian tribe or tribal organization that 

operates any health program, service, function, 
activity, or facility funded, in whole or part, by the 
[Indian Health] Service through, or provided for in, 
a contract or compact with the Service under the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.); or

(iii) any Indian tribe or tribal organization 
to which the Secretary [of Health and Human 
Services] provides funding pursuant to section 23 of 
the Act of June 25, 110 (25 U.S.C. 47) (commonly 
known as the “Buy Indian Act”); and

(B) while providing dental hygiene services to a 
person that the Indian health program is entitled to 
serve under the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act, Pub. L. 93-638, as 
amended, and the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act, Pub. L. 94-437, as amended.

SCF encloses the definitions of tenns used in either of these versions for your reference since 
whatever we might agree on, the language will have to be sent to Legislative Counsel for final 
drafting. As you can see in these definitions, the complexities of Indian health programs are 
many.

SCF appreciates the effort to clearly define the new exemption, but also needs to assure that the 
exemption does not inadvertently limit the population SCF and other Indian health programs 
may serve under their compact with the Indian Health Service. Accordingly, SCF also changed 
the last part of your proposed amendment. SCF did not try to detail every section of the IHCIA 
that addresses who can be served in an Indian health program. This is a complex matter in which



( (

that addresses who can be served in an Indian health program. This is a complex matter in which 
one must refer to multiple sections of the law' and federal regulations. SCT is concerned that 
that level of detail w'ould bog down the limitation on who can be served to the point that the 
Legislature would exclude that language entirely.

SCF looks forward to continuing to work w'ith you. other stakeholders, and the Legislature on 
this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely.

SOUTHCENTERAL FOUNDATION

Kevin Gottlieb. DDS 
Vice President/Chief of Staff

enclosure



APPLICABLE LEGAL DEFINITIONS
Under 25 U.S.C. 1603(12). “Indian health program” means:

(A) any health program administered directly by the [Indian 
Health] Service;

(B) any tribal health program; and
(C) any Indian tribe or tribal organization to which the 

Secretary [of Health and Human Services] provides funding 
pursuant to section 23 of the Act of June 25, 110 (25 U.S.C. 47)
(commonly known as the “Buy Indian Act”).

“Tribal health program” is defined in 25 U.S.C. 1603(25) as meaning

an Indian tribe or tribal organization that operates any health 
program, service, function, activity, or facility funded, in whole or 
part, by the [Indian Health] Service through, or provided for in, a 
contract or compact with the Service under the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et 
seq.).

“Tribal organization” is defined in the 1HC1A, at 25 U.S.C. 1603(26) by reference to “the tenn in 
section 4 of the [ISDEAA] (25 U.S.C. 450b).” “Indian Tribe” is defined in 25 U.S.C. 1603(14), 
as follows:

The term “Indian tribe” means any Indian tribe, band, nation, or 
other organized group or community, including any Alaska Native 
village or group or regional or village corporation as defined in or 
established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(85 State. 688), which is recognized as eligible for the special 
programs and services provided by the United States to Indians 
because of their status as Indians.



LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 4 6 5 -3 8 6 7  or 4 6 5 -2 4 5 0  
F A X  (907) 4 6 5 -2 0 2 9  
Mail Sto p  3101

D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E S  
L E G IS L A T IV E  A F F A IR S  A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A State  Capitol 
Ju n e a u , A laska  99801-1182  

D eliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm . 329

M E M O R A N D U M March 23, 2011

SUBJECT: Sectional summary of CSSB 92(L&C) 
(Work Order No. 27-LS0403\D)

TO: Senator Dennis Egan
Chair of the Senate Labor and Commerce Committee 
Attn: Dana Owen

FROM: Alpheus Bullard
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its 
contents. If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Removes a requirement that a person practicing dental hygiene, or who is 
offering to practice dental hygiene, must have a current certificate of registration.

Section 2. Establishes the qualifications necessary for licensure as a dental hygienist.

Section 3. Amends the qualifications necessary for a dental hygienist to be licensed by 
credentials.

Section 4. Edits the dental hygiene licensing provision to provide that successful 
applicants for licensure will no longer be registered by the Board of Dental Examiners 
(board) (see sec. 25 for a parallel provision applicable to dentists).

Sections 5 - 6 .  Conform the "renewal of license" and "lapse and reinstatement of 
license" provisions to the bill's removal of the registration requirement for dental 
hygienists.

Section 7. Allows a dental hygienist who has completed a course offered by or under the 
auspices of a program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the 
American Dental Association or other equivalent course or program to receive a 
restorative function endorsement from the board.
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March 23, 2011
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Section 8. Changes the levels of supervision required for a dental hygiene student 
performing dental hygiene procedures. Makes the section applicable to all students 
enrolled in dental hygiene programs.

Sections 9 -1 1 . Change the permitted scope of practice for a dental hygienist and clarify 
what practices and procedures may not be delegated to a dental hygienist by a dentist.

Section 12. Clarifies what practices and procedures a dental hygienist, who has entered 
into a collaborative agreement with a dentist, may be authorized by the dentist to 
perform.

Section 13. Makes stylistic changes.

Section 14. Permits the board to sanction a dental hygienist who used or knowingly 
cooperated in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresentation to obtain a certificate or 
endorsement and amends the other grounds for discipline, suspension, or revocation of a 
dental hygienist's license.

Section 15. Gives the board the authority to impose a civil fine of up to $25,000 for a 
violation of AS 08.32 or a regulation adopted under the chapter.

Section 16. Amends the list of dental hygienists to whom the provisions of AS 08.32 do 
not apply.

Section 17. Provides new definitions applicable to AS 08.32 for "licensed dental 
hygienist" and "licensed dentist."

Section 18. Adds a qualification for the public member of the board.

Section 19. Requires the members of the board to take an oath. Requires the board to 
adopt a seal.

Section 20. Requires the president of the board to be a dentist or dental hygienist.

Section 21. Amends the powers of the board.

Section 22. Requires the Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic 
Development to employ an investigator for the board.

Section 23. Requires the board to establish standards for dental radiological equipment 
that comply with applicable federal law. Permits the board to charge a fee for equipment 
registered under the section. Removes a requirement that inspections of radiologic 
equipment be performed by a person with certain qualifications.
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Section 24. Requires the board to maintain a registry of persons licensed as dentists or 
dental hygienists and persons certified as dental assistants, and a registry of licenses, 
certificates, and endorsements revoked by the board.

Section 25. Edits the dentist licensing provision to provide that successful applicants for 
a license will no longer be registered by the board (see sec. 4 for a parallel provision 
applicable to dental hygienists).

Section 26. Amends the qualifications for a license to practice dentistry in the state.

Section 27. Requires that an applicant for licensure as a dentist must be interviewed in 
person by the board.

Sections 28 - 29. Amend what is necessary for a dental hygienist to be licensed by 
credentials.

Section 30. Permits all persons enrolled as students in an accredited school of dentistry 
to perform dental procedures without a license if certain conditions are met.

Section 31. Conforms the "renewal of registration" provision to the bill's removal of the 
registration requirement for dentists.

Section 32. Provides that a dentist who does not pay the license renewal fee forfeits the 
dentist's license. Permits the board to reinstate a license upon certain conditions.

Section 33. Amends the grounds for discipline, suspension, or revocation of a license to 
practice dentistry.

Section 34. Permits a dental assistant who has completed a course offered by or under 
the auspices of a program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the 
American Dental Association or other equivalent course or program to receive a 
restorative function endorsement from the board.

Section 35. Adds a new provision allowing persons enrolled in a program or course of 
study to perform dental assisting procedures as part of that course of study or program 
without a certificate if certain conditions are met.

Section 36. Adds a new section that provides who may own, operate, or maintain a 
dental practice, office, or clinic.

Section 37. Provides new definitions applicable to AS 08.36 for "certified dental 
assistant," "licensed dental hygienist," and "licensed dentist."
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Section 38. Repeals AS 08.32.020, 08.32.035, 08.32.040, 08.32.060, 08.32.097, 
08.32.100, 08.32.120, 08.32.130, 08.32.140, 08.32.190(2); AS 08.36.075(b),
08.36.075(c), 08.36.075(d), 08.36.075(e), 08.36.114, 08.36.230, 08.36.244, 08.36.246, 
08.36.247, 08.36.248, 08.36.260, 08.36.271, 08.36.290, 08.36.350(a)(3), and
08.36.350(a)(4).

Section 39. Instructs the revisor of statutes to change the catch line for AS 08.36.250.

TLABdjw 
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Senator Dennis Egan

CSSB 92 (L& C )
"An A ct relating to dental hygienists, dentists, dental assistants, dental

hygiene, and dentistry."

SPO N SO R  ST A T EM E N T

CSSB92 (L&C) clarifies the statutes for dental hygienists, dentists and the board of 
dental examiners.

The dental statutes set the requirements to obtain and renew a dental license, specify the 
grounds for discipline and set the requirements for training of a dental assistant.

The dental hygiene statutes also set the requirements to obtain and renew a dental 
hygiene license, list the procedures that a dental hygienist may perform and specify the 
grounds for discipline.

The board meets at least four times a year and consists of nine members appointed by the 
governor. Six members are dentists, two members are dental hygienists and one member 
is from the general public. The statutes governing the board of dental examiners specify 
the makeup of the board, the times the board shall meet and the powers of the board.

The board adopts regulations to carry out the laws governing the practice of dentistry and 
dental hygiene in Alaska. It makes final licensing decisions and takes disciplinary action 
against people who violate the licensing laws.

While incremental changes have been made to these statutes from time to time, it has 
been many years since anyone comprehensively reviewed them. CSSB 92 (L&C) 
represents the work of a committee of dentist and dental hygienists who seek to bring the 
laws governing those professions into line with current standards and practice.

---------------------- Alaska Senate-----------------------State Capitol • Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 • (907) 465-4947 • fax (907) 465-2108Senator.dennis.egan@legis.state.ak.us
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Sec. 1. No change.

Sec. 2. Clarifies that the educational program requirement for a license be at least two years and 
accredited at the time of graduation.

Sec. 3. Re-establishes that fees will be set by the Department of Commerce, Community and 
Economic Development (maintains the status quo).

Sec. 4. No change.

Sec. 5. Expands the means by which the department must notify a license holder that the license 
will soon expire. The original bill required mailing; the CS does not specify a method, thereby 
allowing electronic communications.

Sec. 6. No change.

Sec. 7 and 8. Clarify that an accredited program is what is meant, not a school; programs are 
accredited, not schools.

Sec. 9. Clarifies that (a)(1)(A) refers to a treatment plan for dental hygiene.

Sec. 10. Adds the word “comprehensive” to the term treatment plan to conform to standard 
usage within the profession.

Sec. 11. No change.

Sec. 12. Clarifies that (a)(6) refers to a treatment plan for dental hygiene.

Sec. 13-15. No change.



Sec. 16. Adds language intended to except dental hygienists working for Alaska Native 
organizations. NOTE: This language overlooks current practice in rural areas where such 
clinics serve people who are not Alaska Natives. The Senate L&C Committee proposes an 
amendment that will clarify that current practice would be allowed under the bill.

Sec. 1 7 - 19. No change.

Sec. 20. A new section specifying that the president of the board must be either a licensed 
dentist or dental hygienist.

Sec. 2 1 -3 3  (old 20 -  32). No change.

Sec. 34 (old 33). Clarifies that an accredited program is what is meant, not a school; programs 
are accredited, not schools.

Sec. 35 (old 34). Removes the requirement that a student dental assistant be enrolled in an 
accredited program.

Sec. 36 (old 35). Extends the time certain persons may retain ownership interest in a clinic or 
dental office after the death of a previous owner.

Sec. 37 -  39 (old 36 -  38). No change.




