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F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number 1
2011 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version SB 58

(S) Publish Date 2/17/11

Identifier (file name)____________________________________________________ Dept. Affected
Title An Act Relating to the Number of Superior Court Judges Appropriation Alaska Court System
______________________________________________________________________ Allocation ______ Trial Courts
Sponsor Senate Rules Committee
Requester __________________ Alaska Supreme_Court__________________ OMB Component Number 768 ~

Expenditures/Revenues______________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)______________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

888.4 888.4 888.4 888.4 888.4 888.4
10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0
37.6 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
79.6 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0 12.0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 1,015.6 0.0 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4

| C A P I T A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  | 425.2 | | | 1 1 1

C H A N G E  IN 
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E ____________________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

1,440.8 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4

T O T A L 1,440.8 0.0 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4 930.4

Estim ate  o f a n y  cu rre n t y e a r (F Y 2 0 1 1 ) co s t

P O S IT IO N S
Full-time 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0
Part-time
Temporary

W h y  this fiscal note differs fro m  pre vio u s  ve rs io n  (if initial version, please note as s u c h )_____________________________________________
This fiscal note is different from the court's earlier note in that it is on an updated fiscal note form and it has an amended analysis. Neither 
the bill version nor the fiscal impact has changed.

Prepared by Doug Wooliver, Administrative Attorney
Division Alaska Court System________________
Approved by Doug Wooliver for Christine Johnson. Administrative Director__________________ Date 2/3/2011

Alaska Court System___________________________________________________

Phone 907-463-4750 
Date/Time 2/3/2011 @ 10:30 am

Revised l*27’2011 OMBi P a g e  1 of 3



F ISC A L  N O TE #1

ST A T E  O F A LA SK A  B IL L  NO. SB 58
2011 L E G IS L A T IV E  SE SSIO N

Analysis
Senate Bill 58 adds two new superior court judges to the Anchorage Bench. The Judges will be assigned civil caseloads. 
This fiscal note reflects the cost of the new judges along with their accompanying staff and one-time office-related 
expenses. This note also reflects the capital remodel costs necessary to accommodate two new superior court judges in 
the Nesbett Courthouse. These remodel costs are also included in the Alaska Court System's capital budget request as 
part of the court's long-term capital goals. Should the court's capital budget request be fully funded those costs would be 
removed from this note.

•Revised 1 27 2011 OMB) P a g e  2 of 3
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F IS C A L  N O TE  #1

S T A T E  O F A LA SK A  B IL L  NO. SB 58
2011 L E G ISL A T IV E  SE SSIO N

Analysis

Alaska Court System
Fiscal Note Calculations for SB058

P e r s o n a l  S e r v ic e s

Superior Court Judge - Anchorage (2) 514,200
In-Court Clerk - Anchorage, Range 12A (2) 125,200

Law Clerk - Anchorage, Range 13D (2) 123,800
Administrative Assistant - Anchorage, Range 12A (2) 125,200

Subtotal Personal Services 888,400

T r a v e l

Judicial Conferences/Other 10,000

W A N  F e e s . S o ftw a re  &  L ic e n s in g 37,600

S u D D lie s  (d e s k , c o m o u te r . c o u r t r o o m  e le c tro n ic s , a n d  c h a ir )  fo r  f o u r

P F T  o o s it io n s 79,600

F is c a l N o te  T o t a l  (O p e r a t in g  E x p e n s e s ) 1,015,600

B re a k d o w n  b y  E x p e n s e  C a t e g o r y :

Personal Services Total 888,400
Travel Total 10,000
Services Total 37,600
Commodities Total 79,600

T o ta l O p e ra t in g  E x p e n s e s 1,015,600

C a D ita l E x p e n d itu r e s

Remodel Nesbett Courthouse to Accommodate Judges & Staff
T o ta l  C a p ita l E x p e n s e s 425,200

P a g e  3 of 3



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2011 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Identifier (file name)

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

SB 58

2/17/11

Title An Act Relating to the Number of Superior Court Judges
_ Dept. Affected Alaska Judicial Council
_Appropriation ____________________

Allocation
Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Alaska Supreme Court OMB Component Number

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

9.0 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
14.1 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2

0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 23.2 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN 
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

23.2 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9

T O T A L 23.2 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9

Estim ate o f a n y  c u rre n t y e a r (FY2 0 1 1 ) co s t 

P O S IT IO N S  ______________________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W h y  th is  fiscal note differs from  previous ve rs io n  (if initial ve rs io n , please note as such )

Initial ve rs io n .

Prepared by Larry Cohn. Executive Director   Phone 907-279-2526 ext. 1
Division Alaska Judicial Council   Date/Time 2/1/11 4:30 p.m.
Approved by ________________________________________________________________  Date

p.evsed ’ 2? 2011 cmb) i P a g e  1 o f 2

)



F IS C A L  N O T E  #2 
A laska Ju d ic ia l C ounc il

SB 58 adds two new  superior court judges in the Third Judicial District. This fiscal note assum es that these positions will be 
filled separately, either because they w ill be in different venues or because the court m ay not have the facilities to proceed 
im m ediate ly  on tw o new  positions in a sing le venue. The Judicial C ouncil’s initial costs o f  filling these vacancies include 
funds needed to solicit applicants, to conduct investigations into their qualifications, and to  convene a m eeting to interview  
app lican ts and nom inate the m ost qualified  to the governor for appointm ent. A breakdow n o f  costs is as follows:

A n alysis

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 58___________________

2011  L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

T ravel C ouncil m em bers' travel to tw o m eetings 9,000

C on tractual Printing, m ailing , survey hosting, data analysis,
advertising, m iscellaneous 14,100

Com m odities Paper  100

T o ta l  23,200

I f  the  A laska C ourt System  is ab le  and w illing  to fill the two new  positions sim ultaneously , and if  the positions are in the 
sam e venue, the Judicial C ouncil w ill coordinate its solicitation and screening o f  jud ic ia l applicants to achieve lower costs. In 
tha t case, the C ouncil’s funding request w ou ld  be as follows:

T ravel C ouncil m em bers' travel to one m eeting  5,500

C on tractual Printing, m ailing , survey hosting, data analysis,
advertising, m isce llaneous  7,900

Com m odities Paper  100

T o t a l  13,500

An average superior court ju d g e  serves for tw elve years. Costs associated w ith filling these positions in the future are 
am ortized  over the nex t tw elve years.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2011  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Identifier (file name)SB058-DQA-PDA-1 -29-11
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges.

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

Dept. Affected 
'Appropriation 
Allocation

SB 58
2/17/11

Administration
Legal and Advocacy Services 

Public Defender Agency_________
Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Senate Judiciary

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

1631

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D ITU R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7
4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1

30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2
3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

13.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D ITU R E S

CHANGE IN 
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

232.4 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

T O T A L 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

Estim ate of any current y e a r (FY2 011) cost 

P O S IT IO N S
Full-time 2.0 2 2 2 2 2
Part-time
Temporary

W h y  this fiscal note differs from  previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by Quinlan Steiner, Director________________________________________________  Phone 907 334-4414
Division Public Defender Agency_________________________________________________ Date/Time 1/28/11 4:30 PM
Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner______________________________________  Date 1/29/11 ,12:15 PM

Department of Administration____________________________________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E  #3

Analysis

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 58

2011  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

This bill provides for two new superior court judges in Anchorage. These positions are expected to handle a civil 
caseload of Child in Need of Aid (C1NA) matters. The additional judicial positions are expected to increase weekly 
court room appearances and will increase the workload associated with all civil cases as the Agency attempts to 
prepare its cases in a timely manner to meet the demand of increased court hearings.

The civil division has six attorneys who are required to appear before the current ten superior court judges handling 
CINA matters. The Agency anticipates the need for a single attorney position in the civil division with the additional 
support of a law office assistant to meet the anticipated workload increase.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  2 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2011  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Identifier (file name)SBQ58-DOA-OPA-1 -29-11

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

4
SB 58
2/17/11

Administration
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges.

Dept. Affected 
Appropriation 
Allocation Office of Public Advocacy

Legal and Advocacy Services

Sponsor
Requester

Senate Rules Committee
Senate Judiciary

E x p e n d itu re s / R e v e n u e s

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

43

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D ITU R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 FY  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017

Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7 181.7
4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1

30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2
3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0

13.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D ITU R E S

C H A R G E 1 N —  
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

232.4 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

T O T A L 232.4 0.0 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3 220.3

Estim ate o f any current year (FY2011) cost 

P O S ITIO N S

Full-time 2.0 2 2 2 2 2
Part-time
Temporary

W h y this fiscal note differs from  previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Rachel Levitt, Acting DirectorPrepared by 
Division
Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner

Phone 907 269-3504
Office of Public Advocacy Date/Time 1/29/11, 12:00 p.m.

Date 1/29/2011, 12:15:00 PM
Department of Administration

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E  #4

Analysis

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 58

2011  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

This bill will create two new Superior Court judge positions in the Third Judicial District. The agency has been advised 
that these two judges will be handling Anchorage Child in Need of Aid (CINA) matters. Currently, there are ten 
Anchorage Superior Court judges handling CINA matters. The addition of two new Superior Court judges will 
considerably increase the number of CINA cases heard on a weekly basis.

The Office of Public Advocacy currently has five full time staff attorneys in Anchorage who represent parents in CINA 
matters. These attorneys are within a staff section with a total of eight attorneys and two support staff (one law office 
assistant and one paralegal). The addition of two more judges will greatly increase the demands on these attorneys 
and staff to prepare for and appear in court for CINA matters. In order to adequately address the increased demands 
on the agency, the agency will need one additional attorney and one additional law office assistant.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  2 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

Identifier (file name): SB058-LAW-CIV-01 -29-11

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 1 1  L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges
_________________designated for the third judicial district; and providing for an

Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

Fiscal Note Number

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

S B  58
2/17/11

Law
Civil

Child Protection
Sponsor
Requester

Rules
(S) Judiciary OMB Component Number 2961

E x p e n d itu r e s / R e v e n u e s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017

Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

192.3 192.3 192.3 192.3 192.3 192.3
1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1

26.7 26.7 26.7 26.7 26.7 26.7
4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0
0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.9

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 225.0 0.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0

| C A P ITA L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C R A N G E 'IN
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identifvl

225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0

T O T A L 225.0 0.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0 225.0

Estim ate of any current year (FY 2 0 1 1 ) co s t 

P O S IT IO N S
Full-time 1.0 1 1 1 1 3
Part-time 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Temporary □

W h y  this fiscal note differs from  pre vio u s vers io n  (if initial version , please note as such)

Prepared by Eileen Donahue, Division Operations Manager  Phone 465-5427
Division Administrative Services   Date/Time 1/29/11 10:30 AM
Approved by John J. Burns, Attorney General_________________________________________  Date 1/29/2011_______

Department of Law____________________________________________________
(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E  # 7

Analysis

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 58
2 0 1 1  L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

This bill adds two new civil judges in Anchorage. Currently a significant portion of cases before the Anchorage judges 
are CINA (child in need of aid) cases. The addition of two new judges would increase the capacity of the court system 
to handle CINA cases, but would require an additional attorney in the Anchorage Child Protection Section to utilize 
the improved capacity to reduce delays inherent in the current system. To the extent the judges increase the capacity 
of the court system to process criminal cases, the criminal division of the department would similarly experience 
increased workloads. The Child Protection Section would need at least 1 FTE attorney position and a .5 support 
position to meet the increased demand on time and resources.

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  2 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number 8
2011 L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version SB 58

(S) Publish Date 2/17/11

Identifier (file name) SBQ58-OOG-DOE-1-28-11___________________ _________ Dept. Affected____________ OOG
Title  "An Act increasing the number of superior court judges Appropriation _____________Elections
______________ designated for the third judicial district.." _____________________Allocation Elections
Sponsor  Rules Committee____________________  ____________________
Requester ________________ Senate Judiciary Committee________________ OMB Component Number 21

Expenditures/Revenues_________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)_________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017
Personal Services
Travel
Services
Commodities
Capital Outlay
Grants
Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  | I I I  I

C H A N G E  IN 
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E ____________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate of any c u rre n t y e a r (FY 2 0 1 1 ) co s t 

P O S IT IO N S  _______________________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

Prepared by Gail Fenumiar, Director_________________________________________________  Phone 465-2644
Division Division of Elections____________________________________________________ Date/Time 1/28/2011, 4:55pm
Approved by Linda Perez, Administrative Director______________________________________  Date 1/28/2011________

Office of the G overnor

rPevsed 1.27 2011 CMS) P a g e  1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E  #8

Analysis
This legislation has no impact for the Division of Elections.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 58

2011 L E G IS L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Revised 1 27 2C11 CM8) P a g e  2 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 1 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Identifier (file name) SB58-DOC-OC-03-1Q-11
Title "An Act increasing the number of superior court judges

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
() Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

S B  58

1/31/2011

DOC
Population Management

Statewide Probation & Parole
Sponsor
Requester

Rules Committee
Senate Finance Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

2826

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2012 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017
Personal Services 
T  ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants
Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0

C H A N G E  IN 
R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Inter-Agency)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim a te  o f a n y  cu rre n t ye a r (F Y 2 0 1 1) c o s t 

P O S IT IO N S

0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W h y  this fiscal note differs from  p re vio u s  ve rs io n  (if initial vers io n , please note as s u c h )

Leslie Houston, DirectorPrepared by 
Division
Approved by Joseph D. Schmidt, Commissioner

Phone 465-3339
Dept, of Corrections - Administrative Services Date/Time 3/10/11 9:00 AM

Date 3/10/2011
Dept, of Corrections

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  1 o f 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

Analysis
The legislation adds two new civil superior court judges to the third judicial district.

This legislation does not have any fiscal impact on the Department of Corrections.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . SB 58

2 0 1 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  2 o f 2



F IS C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 1 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Identifier (file name)
Title An Act increasing the number of superior court judges

Sponsor
Requester

Rules
Senate Finance Committee

Fiscal N ote N um ber

Bill V ersion
() Publish D ate

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

S B  58

Public Safety
Alaska State Troopers

AST Detachments

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)______

2325

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  20 1 2 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014 F Y  2015 F Y  2016 F Y  2017
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants
Miscellaneous

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P I T A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN 

R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E _____________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please identify)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f a n y  c u rre n t y e a r (F Y 2 0 1 1) c o s t  0.0

P O S IT IO N S

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W h y  th is  fisca l n o te  differs fro m  p re v io u s  v e rs io n  (if initial v e rs io n , p le a se  n o te  a s  s u c h ) 

N o  fisca l im p a c t.

Prepared by Darwin Peterson, Senate Finance Committee staff___________________________ Phone 465-3873
Date/Time 4/5/11 6:32 PM

Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee_________________  Date 4/5/2011
Senator Lyman Hoffman, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee________________

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  1 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

Analysis

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 1 1  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

B I L L  N O . SB 58

(Revised 1/27/2011 OMB) P a g e  2 o f 2



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director

Doug Wooliver
Administrative Attorney

820 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005 

(907)264-8265 
FAX (907) 264-8291

M a rc h  1 5 , 2 0 1 1

T h e  H o n o r a b le  L y m a n  H o f f m a n  
C o - C h a i r  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H o f f m a n :

D u r in g  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r in g  o n  S B  5 8  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 0 th y o u  
a s k e d  fo r  a  t h r e e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  o f  c a s e  f i l in g s  p e r  j u d g e  in b o th  t h e  s u p e r i o r  a n d  d is t r ic t  
c o u r t s  fo r  e a c h  c o u r t  lo c a t io n .  T h e  a t t a c h e d  s p r e a d s h e e t  s h o w s  t h e  c a s e s  p e r  j u d g e  fo r  
e a c h  o f  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  f i s c a l  y e a r s  a n d  a  t h r e e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  fo r  e a c h  c o u r t  lo c a t io n  a n d  fo r  
b o th  s u p e r i o r  a n d  d is t r ic t  c o u r t s . 1

I h o p e  th i s  a n s w e r s  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  P l e a s e  le t  m e  k n o w  if y o u  w o u ld  lik e  a d d i t io n a l  
in f o rm a tio n .

S in c e r e ly ,

A la s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

c c : S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

1 T h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  n u m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t s  a ll d i s t r ic t  c o u r t  f i l in g s ,  in c lu d in g  tra f f ic  
f i l in g s .



Review of Judicial Resources for Superior Court Locations with Superior Court Judges - FY08 - FY10 
3/15/2011

A laska  C o u rt S ystem

Location
Number of Superior 

Court Judges

FY08 Superior Court 
Filings/Superior 

Court Judge

FY09 Superior Court 
Filings/Superior 

Court Judge

FY10 Superior Court 
Filings/Superior 

Court Judge

3-Yr. Average 
(FY08-FY10) Superior 
Court Filings/Superior 

Court Judge
Anchorage 15 645 643 687 658
Juneau Z ' 2 532!- ' ; :/5Ti / / : :% 570 / i  - / 538'. //;/ //
Fairbanks 6 467 482 535 494
Kenai;./-;.,zZtZ:/|! ;V' '445>'.;-;: ■// Tyrt:-/,'441///;/// ’ 505X//ZI// /■/;/;:: -464 :.yy/ x -.
Valdez1 0.4 395 450 480 442
Palmer : ; I : /- // !;:y!; ! ; ! ' / 4 6 0 / / ; .;v 465/// / /:/■; 478 ///:// 470
Bethel 2 440 460 427 442
Dillingham ] /. '!; /'!:/350/ /V. I  y, /v  /282; - ; . / // / T ;'7/:;;351/y;Z./..> 328
Nome  ̂ 1 425 405 330 387
Ketchikan ■346; ://///'330/7 y/ZX/ 316 331
Kodiak 1 343 310 287 313
Sitka l l i i i l l i l l .j 337T . 272 y / ./■'/' 285 * _ 298
Kotzebue 1 338 320 259 306
Barrow 1 "''' '203 21  r  ■ 223 212

Totals 40.4 507 503 532 514

1A t the d istrict's request, the d is tric t court judge fo r the Valdez court is being classified as a part-tim e "Superior C ourt Judge - Pro Tern" &  as a part- 
tim e "D istrict Court Judge"

Alaska Court System
Review of Judicial Resources for District Court Locations with District Court Judges - FY08 - FY10 
3/15/2011

Location

Number of District 
Court Judges & 

Magistrates

FY08 District Court 
Filings/District Court 
Judge & Magistrates

FY09 District Court 
Filings/District Court 
Judge & Magistrates

FY10 District Court 
Filings/District Court 
Judge & Magistrates

3-Yr, Average 
(FY08-FY10) District 
Court Filings/District 

Court Judge & 
Magistrates

Anchorage 15 3,670 3,772 4,001 3,814
Juneau 2 yy.Z:2,26i;,y/////y 2,121 ; / :y 2,718 .;-;/•//; 2,366
Fairbanks 4.5 3,487 3,454 3,880 3,607
Kenai ;./-;■///3/:/'/-;/'//; 3,110 : 3154 /;:; ; T  3,118 ;.;/ ;y
Valdez1 0.6 913 1,062 1,007 994
Palmer 5 236 ;/;/-5,428y'y/.y / 5,234
Bethel 2 1.013 824 895 911
Dillingham y ' / ; / v; . T 1: ; i '/!//;';//:■': 902 ./;/;,/■ /8i6/:y/;-;/-;- ■;//::;..: 853.
Nome 1 1,514 1,317 1 ,253 1,361
Ketchikan 2 /;;/:■'■ i;366,;;// ,/r 1,346 - ;';;;/:i,2i9;////-;-- . 1 ,310

Kodiak 1 2,273 2,065 1 ,653 1,997
.S itka ;;.,//;/;/':// 1,309 - 904 . 814 : ' : ";i,oo9/ v y  / / ;

Kotzebue ... 1 1,284 1,031 916 1,077
Barrow 890 ; / ;  1 ,0 0 0  I - ' - - / / '

Homer 1 1,682 2,346 1,727 1,918

Totals 40.1 3,011 3 ,0 0 0 3,171 3,060

1A t the d istrict's request, the d istrict court judge  for the Valdez court is being classified as a part-tim e "Superior C ourt Judge - Pro Tern" & as a part-
tim e "D istrict Court Judge" j . ,  . „(Prepared by Rhonda McLeod, Alaska Court System)



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director

Doug Wooliver
Administrative Attorney

820 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005 

(907)264-8265 
FAX (907) 264-8291

M a rc h  1 5 , 2 0 1 1

T h e  H o n o r a b le  L e s i l  M c G u ire  
M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i to l
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M c G u ire :

In b o th  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g s  o n  
S B  5 8  y o u  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  lim ite d  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  j u d g e s  in A la s k a ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  t h e  lim ite d  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  s u p e r io r  c o u r t  j u d g e s .  In r e s p o n s e  to  y o u r  
c o n c e r n s  L a r ry  C o h n  ( E x e c u t iv e  D ire c to r ,  A la s k a  J u d ic ia l  C o u n c i l )  p r o v id e d  y o u  w ith  a  
b r ie f  h is to ry  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  w h o  a p p ly  f o r  j u d g e s h i p s  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  
t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r w a r d s  to  t h e  g o v e r n o r  fo r  p o s s i b l e  a p p o i n tm e n t .  In o r d e r  to  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  
in f o rm a t io n  p r o v id e d  b y  M r. C o h n  I a m  a t t a c h in g  a  lis t o f  all t h e  w o m e n  j u d g e s  w h o  a r e  
c u r r e n t ly  s e r v in g  in A la s k a .  C o n f irm in g  y o u r  c o n c e r n s ,  o f  t h e  4 0  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  in 
A la s k a ,  o n ly  5  a r e  w o m e n .

I in c lu d e d  m a g i s t r a t e s  in m y  lis t b e c a u s e ,  th o u g h  t h e y  a r e  h i r e d  d ir e c t ly  b y  t h e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m  a n d  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  ju d ic ia l  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  g o e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  
t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e y  a r e  j u d g e s  a n d  h e a r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c a s e s  e a c h  y e a r .

A la s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

cc: Senate Finance Committee Members



W o m e n  J u d g e s  i n  A l a s k a  

J a n u a r y ,  2 0 1 1

Supreme Court________ 2 of 5 (40%)

A p p e l la te  C o u r t s  2 o f  8  (25% )

(Fabe, Anchorage, 1996) 
(Christen, Anchorage, 2009)

Court of Appeals 0 of 3 (0%)

T ria lC ourts  11 of 61 (18%)

Superior Court_________5 of 40 (13%)

First District 
Second District 
Third District

Fourth District 

District Court

1
0
4

(Patricia Coliins, Juneau, 1999)

(Sharon Gleason, Anchorage, 2001) 
(Kari Kristiansen, Palmer, 2006) 
(Vanessa White, Palmer, 2006) 
(Anna Moran, Kenai, 2007)

6  of 21 (29%)

First District 0
Second District 0
Third District 5

Fourth District 

Magistrates

First District

Second District 

Third District

Fourth District

(Cathy Easter, Anchorage, 2008)
(Stephanie Rhoades, Anchorage, 1992) 
(Pamela Scott-Washington, Anchorage, 2010 
(Margaret Murphy, Piomer, 2005)
(Sharon lllsley, Kenai, 2007)
(Jane Kauvar, Fairbanks, 1981)

25 o f 43 (58%)

8 (Elaine Kookesh, Angoon -  Kay Clark, Craig -  Maureen
DesRosiers, Floonah -  Amanda Schultz, Ketchikan -  
Darlene Whitehorn, Petersburg -  Susan Reed, Skagway 
-  Chris Ellis Wrangell -  Mary Kay Havens, Yakutat)

3 (Mary Triber, Barrow -  Brook Alowa, Kotzebue -  Heide
I van off, Unalakleet)

7 (Carmen Clark, Anchorage -  Tina Teaford, Anchorage -
Kay Adams, Cordova -  Jean Wilkinson, Glennallen -  
Jennifer Wells, Kenai -  Jennifer King, Naknek -  Jane 
Pearson, Unalaska)

7 (Tracy Blais, Delta Junction - Bethany Harbison,
Fairbanks -  Nikole Schick, Fairbanks -  Alicemary 
Rasley, Fairbanks -  Patty Burley, Bethel -  Darlene 
Johnson-Edwards, Emmonak -  Nancy Phillips, St. 
Mary’s)



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director

Doug Wooliver
Administrative Attorney

820 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005 

(907)264-8265 
FAX (907) 264-8291

M a rc h  1 7 , 2 0 1 1

T h e  H o n o r a b le  J o e  T h o m a s  
M e m b e r ,  S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la tu r e  
S t a t e  C a p ito l
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  T h o m a s :

D u rin g  t h e  M a rc h  1 0 th S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e  h e a r in g  o n  S B  5 8  y o u  a s k e d  fo r  th e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  C h ild  in N e e d  o f  A id  c a s e s  t h a t  h a v e  h a d  a  c o n t e s t e d  i s s u e  a n d  
a r e  n o w  b e f o r e  a  s u p e r io r  c o u r t  j u d g e  r a th e r  t h a n  a  s ta n d in g  m a s t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  
686 a c t iv e  C IN A  c a s e s  in t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S u p e r io r  C o u r t,  5 6  p e r c e n t ,  o r  3 8 8  c a s e s ,  a r e  
b e in g  h a n d l e d  b y  a  s u p e r io r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  n o t a  m a s te r .

I h o p e  th is  a n s w e r s  y o u r  q u e s t io n ;  p l e a s e  le t  m e  k n o w  if y o u  w o u ld  like a n y  a d d i t io n a l  
in fo rm a tio n .

.c)in r‘P>rpl\/ /

' D o iig ''W o o liv e r  
^ A d m in is t ra t iv e  A t to rn e y  

A la s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

)ou&  
.d m  i r

cc: Senate Finance Committee Members



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  
S B  5 8

The Alaska Supreme Court is asking for two new superior court judges in Anchorage. The judges 
will be assigned to civil cases.

Additional judges are needed because Anchorage superior court judges have the highest 
caseloads in the state and a combination of devoting more time to Child in Need of Aid (CINA) 
cases and an ever-increasing number of domestic relations cases where the parties choose to 
litigate their case without the assistance of attorneys has created a workload that is unsustainable.

Although some of the additional work comes from an increase in case filings, much is the result of 
improved practices that better meet the needs of those who come to court. This is particularly true 
with CINA cases.

One change that has impacted workload involves how CINA cases are assigned to judges. 
Prior practice was to have standing masters (specialists who hear cases and make 
recommendations to judges) preside over all phases of a case with the exception of contested 
hearings. If a hearing was contested it would be assigned to an available superior court judge 
who would resolve the contested issue and then return the case to the standing master. 
Although that practice saved superior court time, it led to other problems as the family was 
shuffled back and forth between judges.

The new practice begins the same as the old; a CINA case starts with a master until there is a 
contested issue. However, once that occurs the case is permanently assigned to a superior 
court judge; it does not return to the master. This eliminates the judge-shuffling and allows the 
judge and the family to get to know each other. All parties agree that familiarity improves both 
the process and the outcome for the families. However, this model results in superior court 
judges spending more of their time on these cases.

In addition to CINA cases, another prime driver behind the current workload is the prevalence of 
unrepresented litigants in domestic relations cases. Although we do not have historical statistics 
that track these cases, Alaska judges, like judges from across the country, have seen a 
significant increase over the past several years.

Judges cite a list of time-consuming challenges that arise when counsel is absent from one side 
or both sides. Frequent motion practice, arguments unrelated to the relevant legal issues, 
delays stemming from the failure to submit needed information and judicial time spent 
calculating child support awards are some of those challenges. However, even though these 
litigants take more time, their cases are as important as those where the parties have lawyers and 
the judiciary is committed to ensuring that they too can meaningfully access the court.



Alaska Court System 
Sponsor Statement SB 58 
Page 2 of 2

Adding two new judges will not significantly reduce the workload of the Anchorage superior court 
(Anchorage superior court judges will still be the busiest superior court judges in the state), but it 
will provide some relief as the court works to develop alternative ways to manage that workload. 
Thank you for considering this request.



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM 
State of Alaska 

Office of the Administrative Director
820 West 4th Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2005
Doug Wooliver (907) 254-8265
Administrative Attorney FAX (907) 264-8291

March 4, 2011

The Honorable Bert Stedman 
Co-Chair, Senate Finance Comm ittee 
A laska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Stedman:

You have in your com mittee SB 58 which was introduced by request o f the Alaska 
Supreme Court and adds two new superior court judges to the Anchorage Superior Court.
The companion bill in the House is HB 133 and a house m em ber asked for a breakdown 
o f the judicial caseloads fo r each o f the superior court locations. Because I thought that 
your com mittee might be interested in this same information, I am sending it to you as 
well. The breakdown shows the num ber o f superior court cases filed divided by the 
num ber o f superior court judges for each superior court location. This information covers 
cases filed in FY 2010.

Location Cases Filed Number o f Judqes Cases Per Judqe

Anchorage 10,298 15 687
Juneau 1,140 2 570
Fairbanks 3,212 6 535
Kenai 1,515 3 505
Valdez 192 0.4 480
Palm er 1,910 4 478
Bethel 853 2 427
Dillingham 351 1 351
Nome 330 1 330
Ketchikan 632 2 316
Kodiak 287 1 287
Sitka 285 1 285
Kotzebue 259 1 259
Barrow 223 1 223



I hope you find this useful. Pleas let me know if you would like any additional information.

Sincerely,

Ooug W ooliver 
Adm inistrative Attorney 
daska Court System




