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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) SB179-MVA-CO-2-6-12

Bill Version

Fiscal Note Num ber
(S) Publish Date

SB 179

2/17/12

Title Missing Vulnerable Adult Response Plan
Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

Sponsor
Requester

SENATOR DAVIS

Dept, of Military & Veterans Affairs 
Military and Veterans Affairs

 Homeland Security &______
Emergency Management

(S) State Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)_____

2657

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O PER A TIN G  EX PEN D ITU R ES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 
T  ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
Miscellaneous

TO TA L O PERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND S O U R C E (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

PO SITIO N S
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

C H A N G E IN R EV EN U ES

Estimated SU P PLEM EN TA L (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated C A P ITA L (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required)

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

McHugh Pierre, Deputy Commissioner
Office of the Commissioner, DMVA

Phone (907) 428-6003 
Date/Time 2/6/12 4:00 PM

Major General Thomas H. Katkus Date 2/6/2012
Com m issioner, DMVA

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #2

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 179
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

T h e  b ill r e q u ire s  c o o p e r a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  D e p a rtm e n t  o f  M ilita ry  an d  V e te ra n s  A ffa irs  (D M V A ) a n d  D e p a rtm e n t  o f  

P u b lic  S a fe t y  to  d e v e lo p  a n d  im p le m e n t  v u ln e ra b le  a d u lt  p r o m p t  re s p o n s e  a n d  n o tific a t io n  p la n s  u n d e r  A S  4 4 .4 1 .0 6 0 .

T h e r e  is n o  f is c a l im p a c t  to  D M V A  fo r  th is  bill.

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) SB179-DPS-R&I-02-08-12
Title MISSING VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN

Bill Version

Fiscal Note Number
(S) Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

SB 179

1
2/17/12

Public Safety
Statewide Support

Criminal Records & Identification
Sponsor
Requester

Senator Davis
(S) STA OMB Component Number 1190

Expenditures/Revenues (T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla rs )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

O PER A TIN G  EX PEN D ITU R ES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
Miscellaneous

T O T A L OPERATIN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

T O TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

PO SITIO N S
Full-time 
Part-time 
T emporary

C H A N G E IN R EV EN U ES

Estimated SU P PLEM EN TA L (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated C A P IT A L (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

David Schade, Director
Statewide Services

Phone (907) 269-0202 
Date/Time 2/8/12 5:05 PM

Joseph A. Masters Date 2/8/2012
Commissioner

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #1

Analysis

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 179
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

T h is  bill a m e n d s  A S  4 4 .4 1  b y  a d d in g  a n e w  s e c t io n  re q u ir in g  th e  D e p a rtm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  (D P S ), in  c o o p e ra t io n  

w ith  th e  D e p a rtm e n t  o f  M ilita ry  a n d  V e te ra n s ' A ffa irs  (D M V A ), to  d e v e lo p  a n d  im p le m e n t  m is s in g  v u ln e r a b le  ad u lt  

r e s p o n s e  a n d  n o t if ic a t io n  p la n s  u s in g  s ta te w id e  an d lo ca l ra d io  an d  te le v is io n  b r o a d c a s te rs  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  

p u b lis h e rs .

It is e x p e c te d  th a t D P S  w ill im p le m e n t  th e  n o t if ic a t io n  u s in g  D M V A 's  m o d e rn iz e d  e m e rg e n c y  a le r t  s y s te m , E M n e t. 

T h is  s y s te m  is n e w  a n d  it is a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  it in c lu d e s  all th e  c a p a b ilit ie s  n e c e s s a ry  to  im p le m e n t  th e  m is s in g  

v u ln e r a b le  a d u lt  n o t if ic a t io n  o n  a s ta te w id e  o r  re g io n a l b a sis . T h e r e fo r e , a z e ro  fisc a l n o te  is b e in g  s u b m itte d .

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) P a g e  2 o f  2



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate 
Health &  Social 

Committee 
C h a ir

Education Committee 
Vice-Chair

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
S E N A T E  B I L L  1 7 9 -"MISSING VULNERABLE ADULT RESPONSE PLAN”

SB 179 creates a new statewide alert system to help find vulnerable missing adults. The system, which is 
similar to the nationwide Amber Alert program, would help local law enforcement notify the public when 
a mentally or physically impaired Alaskan goes missing.

According to the Alaska Commission on Aging, there were approximately 7,785 Alaskans suffering from 
Alzheimer’s Disease and related dementia in 2010, and that number is expected to grow to more than 
17,000 by 2030. Alaska has the fastest growing senior population in the nation and we can’t afford to 
ignore this problem any longer.

Recently, in Fairbanks, a 63-vear-old woman suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease froze to death after she 
became disoriented while driving, ran out of gas, and tried walking several miles to seek help. This 
incident and several others like it demonstrate the need for an alert system to assist in the search for 
missing vulnerable adults. When a vulnerable adult goes missing, his or her best chance of survival is if 
someone finds them within 24 to 48 hours.

The bill calls for the Department of Military Affairs to coordinate with Department of Public Safety to 
create and implement prompt response and notification plans that would use a voluntary network of 
statewide and local newspapers as well as radio and television stations to rapidly alert the public that a 
vulnerable adult is missing. The bill also calls for both departments to establish standards on what 
triggers an alert and when a vulnerable adult is officially considered missing. This legislation would 
ensure the search for Alaska’s most vulnerable citizens happens a lot faster.

Currently, there are 28 states that have implemented or will implement Silver Alert programs, an increase 
of 10 states since the National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities (NASUAD’s) last 
report.

Session: (January—April)
State Capitol Room #30, Juneau, AK 99801-1182 Phone: (907) 465-3822 - Fax: (907) 465-3756 • Toll Free: (800) 770-3822

Interim: (April-D ecem ber)
716 West 4th Avenue, Anchorage. AK 99501-2133 • Phone: (907) 269-0144 • Fax: (907) 269-0148

Legislative Council 
V ice-Chair

Senate 
Military &  Veterans Affairs

Senate
  Labor & Commerce

Committee
Senator Bettve Davis@legis.state.ak.us 

http://wWw.aksenate.org/

Senator Bettye Davis

mailto:Davis@legis.state.ak.us
http://wWw.aksenate.org/


A Silver Alert is a public notification system in the United States to broadcast information about 
missing persons - especially seniors with Alzheimer's Disease, dementia or other mental 
disabilities - in order to aid in their return.

Silver Alerts use a wide array of media outlets—such as commercial radio stations, television 
stations, and cable TV—to broadcast information about missing persons. Silver Alerts also use 
variable-message signs on roadways to alert motorists to be on the lookout for missing seniors.
In cases in which a missing person is believed to have gone missing on foot, Silver Alerts have 
used Reverse 911 or other emergency notification systems to notify nearby residents of the 
neighborhood surrounding the missing person's last known location.

Supporters of Silver Alert point to America's growing elderly population as a reason to support 
new programs to locate missing seniors. Approximately 6 in 10 dementia victims will wander at 
least once, health care statistics show, and the numbers are growing worldwide, fueled primarily 
by Alzheimer’s disease.111 If not found within 24 hours, up to half of wandering seniors with 
dementia suffer serious injury or death.121

H i s t o r y

In December 2005, Oklahoma state Representative Fred Perry (R-Tulsa) announced his intention 
to introduce an "AMBER Alert for seniors," which he dubbed "Silver Alert.1,121 In March 2006, 
the Oklahoma House of Representatives passed H.R. 1075, a resolution calling for a Silver Alert 
system to find missing seniors.141 In response to this non-binding resolution, the Oklahoma 
Department of Public Safety added Silver Alert notifications to the statewide alerts sent to law 
enforcement agencies and the media for rapid distribution.151 In April 2009, Governor Brad 
Henry signed legislation permanently establishing the Silver Alert program.151

In Georgia, public efforts to locate missing seniors increased following the April 2004 
disappearance of Mattie Moore, a 68-year-old Atlanta resident suffering from Alzheimer's 
disease. Eight months after Moore's disappearance, her body was found 500 yards from her 
home.121 The City of Atlanta created "Mattie's Call" to coordinate and support Metro Atlanta law 
enforcement, emergency management and broadcasters to issue an urgent bulletin in missing 
persons cases involving persons with Alzheimer's disease, dementia and other mental 
disabilities.181 Legislation to create a statewide Mattie's Call program was enacted in April 
2006.m

In Florida, Mary Zelter, an 86-year-old resident of Largo, drove away from her assisted living 
facility on Feb. 26, 2008 and never returned. Her body was found a week later 10 miles (16 km) 
away in the Intracoastal Waterway near a Clearwater boat ramp. Her submerged car was nearby. 
This tragedy prompted Pinellas County officials to create a Silver Alert pilot program that later 
grew into a statewide initiative.11̂ 1

[editl National growth

29 states and New York City1111 have Silver Alert or similar programs targeting missing seniors. 
More than 195 million people live in jurisdictions served by Silver Alert or a similar program.



20 states have missing senior recovery programs that are formally called “Silver Alert”:

• Arkansas1121
• Connecticut1121 
.  Florida1141
• Illinois1411
• Indiana1111
• Kansas1141
• Louisiana1151
• Maine1121
• Maryland1221
• Massachusetts1211
• Mississippi1221
• Nevada151
• New Jersey1241
• North Carolina1251
• Oklahoma1251
• Rhode Island1221
• South Carolina1281
• Tennessee1221
• Texas1221
• West Virginia1211

Additionally, 9 states have programs to help locate missing seniors that are not officially called 
“Silver Alert” but contain criteria similar to existing Silver Alert programs:

• Alabama, Missing Senior Alert1221
• Delaware, Gold Alert1221
• Colorado, Missing Senior Citizen Alert1241
• Georgia, Mattie’s Call1251
• Kentucky, Golden Alert1251
• New Hampshire, Missing Senior Citizen Alert1221
• New York, Golden Alert1281
• Ohio, Missing Adult Alert1221
• Virginia, Senior Alert1421
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S i l v e r  A l e r t  I n i t i a t i v e s  in  t h e  S t a t e s

PR O T E C T IN G  SE N IO R S  WITH C O G N ITIV E IM PA IR M EN TS

S ilver A le r t In it ia tiv e s  in  th e  S tates

IN TR O D U C TIO N

In March 2009, NASUAD released a report that identified states that have a Silver Alert program, how they 
fund it, and how each administers the program. The report revealed that 18 states have a Silver Alert 
program, 14 states had pending legislation, and 18 states did not have legislation.

Several states have implemented Silver Alert programs since our last report. The following chart reflects the 
updated status of states across the country.

States with Silvei Alert Programs States with Pending 
Legislation

States Without 
Silver Alert Programs

Alabama * Mississippi * California Alaska
Arizona Missouri Hawaii Idaho
Arkansas ** New Hampshire Massachusetts Illinois
Colorado New Jersey * Pennsylvania Iowa
Connecticut * New Mexico Maine
Delaware North Carolina Michigan
Florida Oklahoma Montana
Georgia Ohio Nebraska
Indiana * Rhode Island Nevada
Kansas * South Carolina New York
Kentucky Tennessee * North Dakota
Louisiana Texas Oregon
Maryland * Virginia South Dakota
Minnesota

■ - yL
West Virginia * Utah 

Vermont 
Washington 
Wisconsin *** 
Wyoming

* State has legislation that went into effect since NASUAD's 2009 Report.
** Arkansas has a Memorandum of Understanding that establishes the Silver Alert Program. 
*** Wisconsin governor vetoed legislation for a lack of funding.



S ilve r A le r t  In it ia tiv e s  in  th e  States

, rV si **t i . '* t f  i « ■ > >
Currently, there are 28 states that have implemented or will implement Silver Alert programs, an increase of 
10 states since the NASUAD’s last report. The following section provides a brief summary of the legislation 
that establishes the programs, the agencies administering the programs, and the program requirements for 
initiating an alert. The links below will provide you with further information on each state’s Silver Alert 
program.

Alabama
The Alabama Missing Senior Citizen Alert Act (HB 33) went into effect on June 1, 2009. The purpose of this 
law is to provide immediate response to missing or lost seniors age 60 or older who are at risk of bodily harm 
or death and to gain the voluntary assistance of the broadcast media to help locate missing seniors. The 
Department of Public Safety, who administers this program, works collaboratively with other local and state 
law enforcement agencies, the Alabama Association of Broadcasters and licensed broadcasters in the state.

To view the legislation, please visit the following Web site.

i Ul f i ; . ' > 'a -vJpjgtote.o ' AS)/pdf< Mbsing Senior Act prff

Arkansas
House Bill 2087, “An Act to Establish the ‘Silver Alert System’ for Adults Who Are Living with Dementia or 
Other Cognitive Impairment,” was filed, but it never became law. However, in March 2009, the Arkansas 
State Police entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Arkansas Sheriffs’ Association and the 
Arkansas Association of Chiefs of Police to host an Internet website that provides Arkansas broadcasters and 
news organizations a means to receive Arkansas Silver Alerts that are shared with the public. Silver Alerts 
are disseminated for missing persons 18 years of age or older who are living with dementia or other 
cognitive impairment.

To view the legislation, please visit the following Web site.

hniPw ./StqciiitCi.aTi<ieo»?taf:e,ar.:os:/ftp; oot/b:tS<./ 2009/a»b;ic/H&2Q67.&cb

Connecticut
Substitute Senate Bill 451 went into effect July 1, 2009 establishing Connecticut’s Silver Alert System. The 
Department of Public Safety’s Missing Child Information Clearinghouse administers the program and notifies 
the public of missing persons 65 years of age or older and anyone 18 or over who has a mental impairment.

To view the legislation, please visit the following Web site.

Iii-TQ:/ ;:tearch,cci0 îtne,cf.v; d-Searc1-- x-o.hitf;

Ind ian a



S ilver A le r t In it ia tiv e s  in  th e  S tates

Governor Mitch Daniels signed Senate Bill 307 to establish the Indiana Silver Alert, effective July 1, 2009.
The Indiana Clearinghouse for Information on Missing Children and Missing Endangered Adults administers the 
program and works collaboratively with private organizations and law enforcement agencies in alerting the 
public of missing persons age 18 or older with mental illness, dementia, or other mental or physical incapacity.

To view the legislation, please visit the following Web site.

Kansas
The Kansas Silver Alert Plan was implemented on July 30, 2009 following a resolution that called for the 
establishment of this senior alert system, but did not require it by law (SHL Resolution 2506). It is 
administered by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation, which collaborates with local law enforcement agencies 
and the media to alert the public of missing persons living with dementia or persons over age 65 with a 
medical or mental condition or one who is at risk of harming himself.

The following Web site provides the protocol and policies for the Silver Alert Plan.

:  /  L t x i £  .  si • a k £ t- j

Maryland
In October 2009, Maryland established its Silver Alert Program (HB 192) that is designed to alert the public 
about missing persons with cognitive impairments such as Alzheimer’s or dementia. The Department of State 
Police administers the statewide program and works collaboratively with the State Highway Administration on 
this initiative.

You can view the bill by going to the following Web site.

Mississippi

The Mississippi Silver Alert System Act of 2010 (HB 664) went into effect July 1, 2010. The Bureau of 
Investigation of the Department of Public Safety will be responsible for implementing the statewide alert 
system. The purpose of the Silver Alert System is to provide a tiered, rapid response system to notify the 
public about missing endangered adults age 18 or older with dementia or other cognitive impairments. The 
Bureau of Investigation will work with local law enforcement agencies and the Mississippi Highway Patrol 
Headquarters Communication Center to alert the public about missing persons.

You can view the bill by going to the following Web site.



S ilve r A le r t In it ia tiv e s  in  th e  S ta tes

New Jersey
The Silver Alert System Act went into effect on December 22, 2009. The State Police administers the program 
and disseminates missing person information on people age 65 or older to broadcast media, the Department 
of Transportation, the New Jersey Highway Authority, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority, and the South 
Jersey Transportation Authority.

You can view the bill by going to the following Web sites.

iMo: y ■■ . n i i e r s . : 2008/8'ii '̂A3Q00/2S44

Tennessee
The Tennessee Senior Alert Act went into effect on August 4, 2009. The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
administers the Silver Alert system that provides a statewide system for the rapid dissemination of information 
on missing persons age 18 or older who have dementia or other cognitive impairment.

You can view the bill by going to the following Web site.

hlt&v.. Jllkill.Q6iyiJd3pj46.odf

West Virginia
HB 2504 was signed into law by Governor Joe Manchin and went into effect on July 10, 2009 establishing 
the West Virginia’s Silver Alert Plan. The State Police administers the program by providing alerts for 
cognitively impaired missing persons to broadcast media, the Department of Transportation, the Division of 
Highways, the West Virginia Turnpike Commission, and affected authorities. HB 2504 does not specify an 
age requirement of a cognitively impaired missing person.

You can view the bill by going to the following Web site.

d er id in g  le g is la t io n .

California
On December 22, 2008, Senators Alquist, Correa, and Oropeza introduced SB 38, a bill that would establish 
a missing senior person alert system. The bill specifies that a missing person would have to be 65 years of 
age or older and must have an impaired mental condition. As of August 27, 2009, there has been a second 
reading of the bill and it is currently being held in committee.

You can view the bill and its history by going to the following Web site.

4



S ilve r A le r t  In it ia t iv e s  in  th e  States

Hawaii
Since January 2009, Hawaii legislators have introduced six bills that would establish a Silver Alert system in 
their state. However, it appears that SB2226 SD2 HD1 is the only bill that has received considerable action. 
It was introduced January 21, 2010 and, as of March 12, 2010, It passed the second reading as amended In 
HD 1 and was referred to the Committee on Judiciary without opposition. The bill specifies that the public 
alert would be made for missing senior citizens and defines a senior citizens as one who Is 65 years of age or 
older.

You can view the bill and its history by going to the following Web site.

blipu„ :.sl. gc vvoil.poy.'session2tSIQ’/iists measure Vrdiv.csox*.v .; ygs .̂SS&bifli• umiger~2226

Massachusetts
H4344 (new draft of S322, H44, and H603) would establish a Silver Alert community response system to 
protect seniors. This Silver Alert system would be used to alert the public of missing adults with serious 
memory impairment such as Alzheimer's disease or other dementia. The last action recorded for this bill was 
on November 17, 2009 when the Joint Committee on Community Development and Small Business reported 
favorably on It and referred it to the House Committee on Ways and Means.

You can view the bill and its history by going to the following Web site.

hnpy /  vv. .mass.oov.'iecis/biiis/house/ < 8&<'ht04pdf/hrQ4344.pdf 

htfpy ; Yv.mpss.aov /iegis/1£6hlstory/h04344.htm

Pennsylvania
On March 5, 2009, the General Assembly of Pennsylvania referred HB 726 to Committee on Aging and 
Older Adult Services. HB 726, which is also referred to as the Silver Alert for Missing Senior Citizens Act, 
would establish a statewide alert system for notifying the public of missing persons age 65 or older who have 
an impaired mental condition and whose disappearance poses a credible threat to the senior citizens' health 
and safety. The Secretary of the Department of Aging is responsible for appointing a director to serve as the 
statewide coordinator of the alert system.

You can view the bill and its history by going to the following Web site.

y  o g J e o ' s . ^ 7 e . p o -  vs/cfdocsbillir.fo.'b:: 2 0 0 9 ? , -g-- Z & z o c v  ~ h & t , pe--8& SN ~C726

NASUAD will continue to monitor pending legislations.

5



S ilver A le r t In it ia tiv e s  in  th e  S tates

egv;  I a ll  Thg? D id d . o t Pe* s $■■

Nevada
According to the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum, AB 4 that would establish a statewide Silver Alert 
system was referred to the Health and Human Services Committee and died on April 11, 2009 due to no 
further action being taken on the bill.

V e t o e d  L e g * $ I a i * o n  ,

Wisconsin
Unfunded legislation to establish a Silver Alert program was vetoed by Governor Jim Doyle.

f  o > m ore s« f o r m a t i o  n :
John Thompson
National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities 
1201 15,h Street, NW 
Suite 350
Washington, DC 20005 
202-898-2578
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N a t i o n a l  S i l v e r  A l e r t  P r o g r a m  P r o te c t in g  S e n io r s  -  S i l v e r  A l e r t P a g e  1 o f  6

Modeled after the  Am ber A le rt, the  S ilver A le rt is 
an emergency system in which law enforcem ent 
can broadcast regional o r s tatew ide alerts fo r 
missing seniors and /o r o ther adults w ith  
Alzheimer's or o ther cognitive disorders.

A grow ing number o f states are enacting laws 
th a t call for the  developm ent o f the  S ilver A lert 
program and some have im plem ented th e ir  own 
notification systems.

to  state, see lis t below fo r in fo rm ation on the  S ilver

Alabama
Effective Date March 25, 2009

AKA "Missing Senior Citizen Alert"
Administered By D epartm ent of Public Safety
Age
Requirem ent

Not specified

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite httD://communitv.dDs.alabama.dov/Paaes/wfAlertUstina.asox?TvDe=30&Status=5.lO
O ther House Bill 33

Arizona
Effective Date October 2008

AKA "Endangered Person Alert"
Administered By D epartm ent of Public Safety
Age
Requirem ent

Must be age  18 or older

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency 
or (602) 223-2212

W ebsite httD ://www.azao.aov/Dress releases/oct/2008/End% 20Person% 20A!ert% 2QInfo.odf
O ther

Arkansas
Effective Date April 2009
Administered By The Arkansas S ta te  Police, working with the Arkansas Sheriffs’ Association and Arkansas 

Association of Chiefs of Police
Age
Requirem ent

Adults with Alzheimer's or o ther cognitive disorders

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency 
Arkansas S ta te  Police: 501-618-8000

Website httD s://w w w .ark.ora/aso/aierts/m naa/silver.ohD
Other

Colorado
Effective Date February 2007
Administered By Colorado D epartm ent of Public Safety, Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
Age
Requirement

Must be  age  60 or older

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency

h t t p : / / n a t io n a ls i l v e r a le r t . o r g / s i l v e r a le r t . h t m 1 /3 1 /2 0 1 2

http://www.azao.aov/Dress
http://www.ark.ora/aso/aierts/mnaa/silver.ohD
http://nationalsilveralert.org/silveralert.htm


N a t i o n a l  S i l v e r  A l e r t  P r o g r a m  P r o t e c t in g  S e n io r s  -  S i l v e r  A l e r t P a g e  2  o f  6

W ebsite jN one
O ther Mouse Bill 07-1005

C o n n e c tic u t
Effective Date July 1, 2009
Administered By Department of Public Safety
Age
R equirem ent

(1) anyone 65 or over and (2) anyone 18 or over who has a mental impairment

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite None
O ther Senate Bill 451

D e la w a re
Effective Date July 2008

AKA "Gold Alert Program"
Administered By The initial decision to  issue a local Gold Alert Is a t th e  discretion of the  investigating law- 

enforcem ent agency.
Age
Requirem ent

Must be age 60 or older

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite None
O ther CHAPTER 85. STATE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION. Subchaoter VII. Gold Alert Proaram 

for Certain Missino Persons

F lo rid a
Effective Date October 8, 2008
Administered By Florida D epartm ent of Law Enforcement
Age
Requirem ent

Must be age 60 o r  older

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite httD ://www.fdle.state.fl.us/MCICSearch/Documents/SilverAlertFAO.Ddf
O ther House Bill HM 753

G eo rg ia
Effective
Date

April 2006 
AKA "M attie's Call"

Administered
By

Georgia Bureau of Investigation

Age
Requirem ent

Missing disabled adults

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency
Website h tto ://a lerts .ab i.deora ia .aov /00 /channei m odifleddate/0.2096.67865199 74426401.OO.ht/ni
Other House Bill 728

Illinois
Effective Date January 1, 2010

AKA "Endangered Missing Person Advisory Program"
Administered By The Illinois D epartm ent on Aging (IDoA), in coordination with th e  Illinois S ta te  Police
Age
Requirem ent

Older adu lts

Phone contact your local law enforcem ent agency
Website htto://w w w . state.il. u s /a a in o /ln ew s oubs/new s/2009-1230.htm

httD ://www.illinois.aov/PressRe!eases/ShowPressReiease.cfm?
SubiectID=l&RecNum =8136

Other Senate Bill 0027

Indiana
Effective Date July 2009
Administered By Indiana Clearinghouse for Information on Missing Children and Missing Endangered Adults
Age
Requirement

Must be ag e  18 or older

Phone contact your Socal law enforcem ent agency 
or 800-831-8953

Website http://w w w .in.aov/siiveraiert/index.htm
htt o : / /w w w .  in. aov/si 1 vera iert/2331 . htm
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lo th e r Isenate Bill 307

K a n s a s
Effective Date July 30, 2009
A dm inistered By Kansas Bureau of Investigation Communications
Age
R equirem ent

Must be age 65 o r older

P h o n e contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite httD ://www.ksaa.ora/files/SilverAlertProtocol.pdf

h tto ://w w w .ksao.ora/oaae/attornev-oenera!-establishes-silver-alert-orotocol
O th e r SHL Resolution No. 2506

K e n tu c k y
Effective Date July 2008

AKA "Goiden Alert"
Adm inistered By Kentucky Division of Emergency Management
Age Must be age 18 or older
R equirem ent
Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency 

or (502) 607-1638
W ebsite none
O th er Senate Bill 1?5

L o u is ia n a
Effective Date July 2008
Adm inistered By Departm ent of Public Safety and Corrections
Age
R equirem ent

Must be age  60 o r  older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite none
O ther House Bill 1378

M a in e
Effective Date April 12, 2010
Administered By Maine D epartm ent of Public Safety
Age
R equirem ent

Must be age  18 o r  older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite none
O ther Legislative Docum ents: HP1138, LD 1610. item 1

M a ry lan d
Effective Date October 2009
Administered By Maryland S ta te  Police
Age
Requirem ent

Anyone who may have a cognitive disorder

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency 
o r (410)486-3101

W ebsite
O ther House Bill 192

Press Release

M in n e so ta
Effective Date July 2009

AKA "Brandon's Law”
Administered By Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
Age
Requirem ent

All ages

Phone Contact your local taw enforcem ent agency
W ebsite None
Other S.F. No. 1146 fMinnesota Missing Person's Act)

M ississipp i
Effective Date July 1, 2010

''Mississippi Silver Alert System  Act of 2010."
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Administered By Mississippi Departm ent of Public Safety
Age Must be  age 18 or older
Requirem ent
Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite None
O ther House Bill 664. House Bill 664 Amended

M issouri
Effective Date Silver Alert House Bill still in limbo

Current program  is called "Endangered Person Advisory"
Administered By D epartm ent of Public Safety
Age
Requirem ent

Must be age  18 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite Website
O ther House Bill 1119

N ew  H a m p sh ire
Effective Date Approved July 29, 2009, Effective on July 1, 2010
Administered By Unknown a t  this tim e
Age
Requirem ent

Must be age 55 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite None
Other House Bill 279

N ew  J e r s e y
Effective Date D ecem ber 23, 2009 law signed into effect
Administered By S ta te  Police
Age
Requirem ent

Must be age  65 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcement agency
W ebsite http://w w w .nilea.state.ni.us/2008/B ilis/A 3000/2844 Il.HTM
Other Assemblv No. 2844

Senate Bill 1551 and Senate Bill 1844

N ew  Y ork
Effective Date February 20, 2009, bill introduced, but still hot signed into law a t  th is tim e (Apr 2010)
Administered By S ta te  Police
Age
Requirement

Must be ag e  18 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite None, but a list of missing persons is available online, w eb link
Other Bills A05783. S04307

N ew  M exico
Effective Date The New Mexico Missing Persons Clearinghouse issues a "Endanger Person Advisory"
Administered By D epartm ent of Public Safety
Age
Requirement

All ages

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency 
or (505) 827-9297

Website httQ ://m issinaD ersons.dos.state.nm .us/
Other

N orth  C aro lin a
Effective Date Approved June 19, 2009
Administered By D epartm ent of Crime Control and Public Safety
Age
Requirement

All ages

Phone Contact your local law enforcement agency
Website httD://www.nccrimecontro!.oro/Index2.cfm?a=000003.000005.QQQ081.001670

h tto ://www.nccrimecontrol.ora/div/ale/missinooersons/Si!verAlertBrnchure3c.nrif
Other General S ta tu te  5 143B-499.8
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O k la h o m a
Effective Date November 1, 2009, passed Senate  April 16, 2009
Adm inistered By D epartm ent of Public Safety - Commissioner of Public Safety
Age
R eouirem ent

Must be ag e  60 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite none
O ther House Bill 2030, 63 O.S. §1-1990.2

O hio
Effective Date June 20, 2008

AKA "Missing Adult Alert"
A dm inistered By Ohio Emergency Management Agency
Age
R equirem ent

Must be age  65 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency 
o r 866-693-9171

W ebsite httoi/A www.missinaaduits.ohio.aov/OhioMAA/Home.asox
O ther Senate Bill 87. Sec. 5502.522

P e n n sy lv a n ia
Effective Date Septem ber 1, 2009 (based on HB276, although no program confirmation can be found)
Administered By S tate  Police
Age
Requirem ent

Must be ag e  65 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite none
O ther House Bill 2558 (20081. House Bill 726 (2009)

R h o d e  I s la n d
Effective Date January 3, 2008

AKA "’’Missing Senior Citizen Alert Program"
Administered By S ta te  Police
Age
Requirem ent

Must be ag e  60 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite none
O ther S7048 and  H7048

S o u th  C arolina
Effective Date May 2010

AKA "The Endangered Person Notification System ”
Administered By South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Missing Persons - Missing Person Information 

Center
Age
Requirem ent

All ages

Phone Contact your iocal law enforcem ent agency 
or 803-737-9000

W ebsite none
O ther Article 5, C hapter 3, Title 23 of the  1976 Code is am ended by adding Section 23 -3-330 , 

January 13, 2009.
House Bill 3817 introduced on March 24. 2009. A192. R240. H3719 General Bill.

T e n n e s s e e
Effective Date August 4 , 2009
Administered By T ennessee Bureau of Investigation
Age
Requirem ent

Must be ag e  18 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
Website none
Other House Bill 346

T ex as
Effective Date S ept 1, 2007
Administered By D epartm ent of Public Safety
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Age
Requirement

Must be age 65 or older

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency 
or Texas Silver Alert Coordinator (512) 424-2208

Website ftD ://ftD .txdD s.state.tx.us/dem /am ber/siiver a iert instructions.Ddf
Other

V irginia
Effective Date July 2007

AKA "Senior Alert System "
Administered By Virginia S ta te  Police
Age Must be age  60 o r  oider
Requirem ent
Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
Website httD://www. vasenioralert.com /index.htm
Other 6 52-34.5

W e s t V irginia
Effective Date April 22, 2009
Administered By The S ta te  Police
Age
Requirem ent

No minimum age

Phone Contact your local law enforcem ent agency
W ebsite none
Other House Bill 2504 S3 5-3B-3

Free Online Registration
Home | Personal Safety | Financial Safe ty | Fraud & Scams | Quick Facts I Resources 

S ilver A le rt Bracelets & Pendants I Media I Testimonials I S ilver A le rt I Contact

Copyright © 2009, National Silver Alert, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
The content of this site is the property of National Silver Alert, Inc. Use of this content requires permission.
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provided medical advice.
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print
F a irb a n k s w om an 's death  sh ed s ligh t on  h arsh  rea lity  o f  

Q  liv in g  w ith  A lzh eim er's  d isease  _ _ _ _ _  _____
by Dorothy Chomicz / dchomicz@newsminer.com 
12.03.11 - 12:28 am
FAIRBANKS — When you are caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s, the 
possibility of that person wandering off is an ever-present worry. In fact, six out 
of 10 Alzheimer’s patients will wander at some point, and many do so repeatedly, 
according to the Alzheimer’s Association website (www.alz.org).

The situation becomes even more serious in places like Aaska, where severe 
weather conditions can spell death for someone who has wandered outside and is 
unprepared for the elements.

This danger was brought to reality this week when Bonnie L. Scott, a 63-year-old 
Fairbanks woman who suffered from Alzheimer’s, became confused while 
driving an acquaintance home in Fairbanks and ended up 80 miles northeast on 
the Steese Highway.

Scott wandered away from her vehicle after running out of gas, and Aaska State 
Troopers were able to follow her footprints into the woods, where they found her 
body. She had died of exposure after walking by a manned Department of 
Transportation maintenance facility in which she could have found shelter and 
aid.

Most cases of wandering do not occur in vehicles and are instead instances of the 
individual simply walking out of the door while a caretaker is distracted or 
sleeping.

To minimize the risk of wandering, experts suggest making changes around the 
home, such as camouflaging exit doors by painting them the same color as the 
wall, and draping door knobs with same-color cloth.

Placing a mirror next to the door can also stop the potential wanderer — they 
either think there is someone else there, or they become distracted by their own 
reflection.

Extra door latches can be placed at the tops or bottom of doors, where they will 
not be noticed, and car keys should be kept hidden. Chimes or alarms can be 
placed on doors to alert the caregiver.

Since wandering is often caused by restlessness, fear or physical need, make sure 
that basics such as hunger, thirst and the need to use the toilet are all met 
regularly.

If it is physically possible, provide the individual with recreational opportunities 
such as short, supervised walks or get them to help with simple household chores. 
Reassure them if they feel agitated or fearful, and give them a routine to help
them feel secure.
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Even though caregivers are often tempted to keep a person’s Alzheimer’s a

O secret, it is important that neighbors and family members be told of potential 
wandering, and be provided with a good contact number. Always keep a current, 
clear photo of the individual on hand, and consider keeping one on file with your 
local police department.

Keep as much identification as possible on the person — place it in every coat, 
purse, pocket or wallet, and think about providing the person with an ID bracelet 
or necklace.

Since identification is only helpful once the person has been found, consider 
purchasing an electronic tracking device that can be used to locate them before 
tragedy occurs. According to the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America website, a 
person with dementia “only stands a 50 percent chance of survival if they are not 

. found within the first 24 hours.”

Finally, do not leave the individual alone. Since it is virtually impossible for one 
person to keep an Alzheimer’s sufferer in sight at all times, it is essential that the 
caregiver establish a support network that can help out and provide a break when 
needed.

Alzheimer’s Resource of Alaska provides services, information and education to 
Alaskans dealing with Alzheimer’s and has five offices statewide. They can be 
reached at their Fairbanks office at 452-2277, or visited at www.alzalaska.org.

Contact s ta ff  writer Dorothy Chomicz a t 459-7590.

© newsminer.com 2 0 11
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C eleste  H odge

From: O'Hare, Michael F (MVA) <mike.ohare@alaska.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 1:34 PM
To: Celeste Hodge
Cc: Pierre, McHugh (MVA); Howell, Kelly A (DPS); Fisher, Bryan J (MVA); Carney, Roberta D

(MVA)
Subject: FW: 27-LS1250\A - An Act relating to missing vulnerable adult prompt response and

notification plans
Attachments: Silver Alert Updated Report_11-9-10.pdf

Celeste,

Per your request, and after review of the draft legislation, I am providing the following response from our Emergency 
Operations Section:

A portion of the Alaska Amber Alert Plan involves the local law enforcement agency and the Alaska State Troopers 
providing additional "emergency public information" to broadcast outlets to assist with the recovery effort. Most Sliver 
Alert plans revolve around that. Not using EAS, but notifying and providing information on the missing person, vehicle, 
etc, and the broadcast outlets voluntarily providing that information to their viewers/listeners. In many cases State 
DOTs or those who control highway signs would also post the information to the public, as well as the investigating law 
enforcement agency providing a BOLO alert in the state APSIN/NCIC systems.

Attached is a seven page report from the 2010 summary of States performed by the National Association of States 
United for Aging and Disabilities. The report is a summary of states that have plans, and the enabling legislation behind 
it. It doesn't speak to operational aspects.

From an EAS standpoint there is no event code that is designated for missing persons (adults), so we couldn't utilize EAS 
like we do for Amber alerts, which uses the special "Child Abduction Emergency" code.

We certainly could work with DPS on this plan, the same players from AST, DHS&EM, APD, and the Alaska Broadcasters 
Association could work out the plans that would be required by the bill/law.

So, to be clear, we have no issues on the draft legislation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mike O'Hare

M ich a e l F, O 'H a re
State of Alas&a
Departm ent of M ilitary and Veterans A ffairs 
D ivision of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
Deputy D irector 
C90?> 4SS-70&& Office 
C907J C ell

4518-7007 Fax rnz£e. o h  a r e  @ a la s k a .g c n r

From: Fisher, Bryan J (MVA)
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2012 4:09 PM

mailto:mike.ohare@alaska.gov


www.alz.org Public Policy Office
1212 New  York Avenue, NW  
Suite 800
W ashington, D C  20005-6105

202 393 7737 p  
866 865 0270 f

alzheimer's 9 b  association

8 February 2012

Senator B i l l  Wielechowski 
Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol Room 101 
Juneau AK, 99801

Dear Senator Wielechowski:

On behalf o f the Alzheimer's Association, I am pleased to extend our support for Senate B ill  
179, sponsored by Senator Bettye Davis, which would address the need for a prompt response 
system when a vulnerable adult has gone missing. The Association supports creating a system 
that provides for dissemination of relevant information about missing individuals with 
Alzheimer's disease or a related dementia to appropriate law enforcement personnel.

An estim ated six  out of ten people with Alzheimer's disease w ill wander from their homes or 
caregiving f a c i l i t ie s  at some point during the disease process. Most people with dementia 
who wander are found within 1.5 miles of home, and 50 percent of individuals who wander risk  
serious injury or death i f  not found within the f ir s t  24 hours. Environmental dangers pose 
serious threats to people with Alzheimer's who are particularly vulnerable to succumb to  
natural elements such as weather, and who may lose their a b ility  to remember when to eat or 
drink. An immediate response with emphasis on loca l searching is  imperative once an 
individual with dementia i s  reported missing.

The Alzheimer's Association supports a comprehensive approach to constructing a n o tifica tion , 
or " silver  alert", system that addresses the needs of persons with dementia and their  
fam ilies. This approach includes f ir s t  responder dementia training and coordinating search 
e ffo r ts  between fam ilies, caregivers and local authorities. The system should be 
interoperable with ex istin g  programs, such as the MedicAlert and Safe Return program, which 
is  a nationwide id en tifica tio n , support and enrollment program providing assistance to adult 
wanders and their fam ilies.

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on th is  issue and applaud Senator Davis for 
spearheading th is e ffo r t.

With best regards,

Randi Chapman 
Director, State Affairs 
Alzheimer's Association

C c :  S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  D a v i s

the compassion to care, the leadership to conquer

http://www.alz.org


m  1 «  i e a  i  Alaska Geriatric Exch a n g e  Network
An Association of Advocates and Service Providers for Older Alaskans

February 23,2012

Senator Bert Stedman, Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Stedman,

AGENET, with over forty agency members that provide services to Older Alaskans, is requesting your 
support of SB179, which would establish a “Silver Alert” response system in the state of Alaska. This prompt 
response and notification system would be an effective way to assist in finding vulnerable older adults who 
may wander due to Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias.

Today, more than 6,000 Alaskans have Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia. Wandering is a common 
behavior in people with dementia and up to 60% of people affected may wander, just once or on a recurring 
basis. Over the years, several cases of wandering in Alaska have resulted in injury or death because it took 
too long to find the person. In the harsh Alaska winter, a case of wandering has a higher probability of 
resulting in a poor outcome or even become rapidly fatal for the person involved.

Some programs in Alaska can educate families about wandering behaviors and can recommend strategies to 
keep the person as safe as possible. However, with the number of people currently affected and that number 
expected to double in the next 10 years, some of these cases of wandering are likely to occur, SB 179 outlines 
a strategy that would help find the person who wanders more quickly and hopefully avoid injur)? or death.

AGENET would like to express its support of SB 179 and urge you to hear this bill in the near future and 
move it on to the full body of the Senate. We understand that it has zero fiscal notes, because it uses the 
same system, already used for “Amber Alerts.”

Thank you for considering our request.

Sincerely,

President of AGENET

cc: Senator Betty Davis

Mailing Address: c/o Sipe, 700 Katlian St., Suite B., Sitka, AK 99835 Phone: 907-747-6960 ext. 32
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D E F T . O F  H E A L T H  & SO C IA L SERVICES

Alaska Commission on Aging

SEA N  PA RN ELL, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110693 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0693 
PHONE: (907) 465-3250
FAX: (907) 465-1398

March 30, 2012

The Honorable Lyman Hoffman, Co-Chair 
The Honorable Bert Stedman, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Rooms 518 & 516 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Subject: Support for SB 179, Missing Vulnerable Adult Prompt Response Plan

Dear Chair Hoffman & Chair Stedman:

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) is pleased to offer our support for SB 179 to establish a vulnerable adult 
prompt response and notification plan by the Department of Public Safety in cooperation with the Department of 
Military and Veterans' Affairs. Senator Bettye Davis, author of SB 179, addresses the problems of all vulnerable missing 
adults. The ACoA will focus on benefits we perceive for vulnerable older Alaskans from this legislation.

Wandering is one of the most significant personal safety risks faced by individuals with Alzheimer's disease and related 
dementia (ADRD). According to the Alzheimer's Association (2011), nearly 60% of people with Alzheimer's disease 
wander at some point during the course of their disease with approximately one-half of all wanderings resulting in 
personal injury if the person is not found within 24 hours. For an elder living in a rural and remote community, 
especially in the wintertime, getting lost has life and death consequences.

As part of our efforts to learn more about the needs of people with ADRD and their caregivers, the ACoA hosted two 
Community Forums at the Anchorage Senior Citizens Activities Center (December 2011) and at the Juneau Senior 
Center (February 2012). Both forums were well-attended with the majority of participants being family and 
professional caregivers. Improving public response services to reduce safety risks for persons with ADRD who wander 
was identified as a priority concern by the Forum participants. While Anchorage's "Project Lifesaver," administered by 
Search and Rescue is an effective program for individuals with Alzheimer's disease, this program is available In 
Anchorage only with limited programs of this kind available statewide.

The ACoA supports SB 179 to authorize the Department of Public Safety to work with the Department of Military and 
Veterans' Affairs to develop a missing vulnerable adult response plan that will improve the safety of vulnerable 
Alaskans, such as individuals with Alzheimer's disease and related dementia. Thank you for your support of this 
legislation. Please feel free to contact Denise Daniello, ACoA's executive director, by phone (465-4879) or email 
(denise.daniello@alaska.eov) should you have questions or require additional information.

Sincere!

■MX.Sharon Howerton-Clark
Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging

Cc: Senator Donald Olson
Senator Dennis Egan 
Senator Joe Thomas 
Senator Lesil McGuire

Denise Daniello 
ACoA Executive Director

Senator Bettye Davis

mailto:denise.daniello@alaska.eov



