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STATE OF ALASKA
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FISCAL NOTE #1

Analysis   _ _ ______ __ ____ _____________________
H B  97  w o u ld  in d e f in ite ly  e x te n d  th e  In v a siv e  W e e d s  a n d  A g r ic u ltu re  P e st C o o rd in a to r  p o s it io n  w ith in  th e  

D e p a rtm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s , D iv is io n  o f  A g r ic u ltu re . T h e  a u th o r ity  fo r  th is  p o s it io n  e x is ts  u n d e r  A S  0 3 .0 5 .0 2 7 ,  

w h ic h  w ill b e  a u to m a t ic a lly  re p e a le d  o n  Ju n e  3 0 , 2 0 1 1  (S e c . 2 a n d  3, ch . 1 0 2 , S LA  2 0 0 8 ).

T h e  In v a s iv e  W e e d s  a n d  A g r ic u ltu re  P e st  C o o rd in a to r  p o s it io n  p ro v id e s  p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  e d u c a t io n  on in v a sive  

w e e d  a n d  p e s t  c o n tro l,  c o n d u c t s  re s e a rc h  on in v a s iv e  w e e d s  a n d  p e sts , an d  re p re s e n ts  th e  D iv is io n  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  

a n d  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s  o n  issu e s  re la t in g  to  th e  p re v e n tio n , id e n tif ic a t io n , a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

in v a s iv e  s p e c ie s .  T h is  p o s it io n  is a R a n g e  16, N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e  S p e c ia lis t  II lo c a te d  in P a lm e r.

C o n t in u e d  fu n d in g  o f  t h e  p o s it io n  w o u ld  re q u ire  $ 1 0 1 ,1 0 0  in a n n u a l o p e ra t in g  e x p e n d itu re s , in c lu d in g  $ 8 5 ,1 0 0  in  

p e rs o n a l s e r v ic e s  (o n e  R a n g e  1 6  N R S -II), $ 5 ,0 0 0  in tra v e l ( in -s ta te  tra v e l fo r  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  o u tre a c h ),

$ 5 ,0 0 0  in  c o n tra c tu a l s e r v ic e s  (te c h n ic a l a s s is ta n c e  a n d  fa c ility  o p e ra t in g  e x p e n s e s ), an d  $ 6 ,0 0 0  in c o m m o d it ie s  

(s u p p lie s , to o ls ,  a n d  e q u ip m e n t)  n e c e s s a ry  to  fu lfill t h e  d u t ie s  o u t lin e d  in A S 0 3 .0 5 .0 2 7 .

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 97_____________
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Rep.Craig. Johnson@legis.state.ak.us

Interim:
716 West 4,h Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone (907) 269-0200 

Fax (907) 269-0204

State Capitol Building

Phone (907) 465-4993 
Fax (907) 465-3872

Juneau, Alaska
99801-1182

S ession :

Representative  Craig  Johnson 
r u l e s  C o m m it te e  c h a ir m a n

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  

HB 97

This bill w ill allow  the Com m issioner o f  Natural Resources to keep employed a 
state coordinator to manage and educate the citizens o f Alaska on the subject o f  
noxious w eeds, invasive terrestrial plants, and agricultural pests. This coordinator 
works through the D ivision  o f  Agriculture along with other state departments, 
agencies and institutions. This person brings together the aforementioned entities 
in addition to the University o f  Alaska Cooperative Extension Service and the 
A laska A ssociation  o f  Conservation Districts.

Through this coordination the State o f  Alaska has begun to develop a strategic plan 
and requested Federal funding for survey projects. More importantly, a start toward 
lim iting econom ic loss and adverse effects to the state’s agricultural, natural, and 
human resources because o f  the presence and spread o f  noxious weeds, invasive 
terrestrial plants, and agricultural pests, in the state.

This bill repeals the sunset date of June 30, 2011.

mailto:Johnson@legis.state.ak.us


Reactive

Public often not 
aware until here

A ctive  

A c tio n  often taken here

M ost effective 
action taken here

Alaska Today
hirst
Occurrence Recognition by Experts

T im e Graphic adapted by Denny Lassuy, FWS  
Invasive Species Coordinator, based on 
Alaska's current status and potential 
future condition.

erception of an Invasive Species



D e p a rtm e n t  o f N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e s  

D iv is io n  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  

F e b r u a r y  2 2 , 2 0 1 1

Invasive Weeds and Agriculture Pest Management Coordinator: 
Overview of Accomplishments

E s t a b lis h e d  in s t a t u t e  b y  H B  3 3 0  in 2 0 0 8 ,  th e  In v a s iv e  W e e d s  a n d  A g r ic u ltu r a l P e st C o o r d in a t o r  

( C o o r d in a t o r )  w it h in  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a tu r a l R e s o u rc e s ,  D iv is io n  o f  A g r ic u ltu re ,  h a s  w o r k e d  a c ro s s  

m u lt ip le  a g e n c ie s  a n d  ju r is d ic t io n s  to  fu r t h e r  in v a s iv e  p la n t m a n a g e m e n t . A c c o m p lis h m e n t s  o f  n o te  

in c lu d e  f u r t h e r in g  k e y  p r o g r a m  c o m p o n e n t s ;  in it ia t in g  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o je c ts ; c o o r d in a t in g  w ith  

in d u s try ,  a g e n c ie s ,  lo c a l e n t it ie s ,  C a n a d a  a n d  o t h e r  s ta te s ; p ro v id in g  c o m m e n t s  to  a g e n c ie s  o n  p ro p o se d  

p r o je c t s ;  p r o v id in g  t e c h n ic a l  a s s is t a n c e ;  an d  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in p u b lic  o u t r e a c h .  B e lo w  a re  e x a m p le s  o f  

a c c o m p lis h m e n t s  in  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c a t e g o r ie s .

Core Program C om p onents: S trategic Plan d ev elo p m en t and Regulation R evision /D evelopm ent
A  s t r a t e g ic  p la n  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  w ith  c o o r d in a t io n  a n d  re v ie w  o f  lo c a l, s t a t e ,  a n d  fe d e ra l e n t it ie s . T h e  

p la n  is c u r r e n t ly  d r a f t e d  a n d  o u t f o r  p u b lic  re v ie w .

R e g u la t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  d r a f t e d  a n d  a re  b e in g  r e v ie w e d  b y  th e  C o m m is s io n e r 's  O ff ic e  p r io r  to  a g o in g  o u t  

f o r  th e  p u b lic  r e v ie w  p r o c e s s .

W eed  M an agem en t Projects
T h e  C o o r d in a t o r  h a s  in it ia t e d  4  p r io r it y  in v a s iv e  s p e c ie s  c o n tro l a n d  e r a d ic a t io n  p ro je c ts :

• C a n a d a  t h is t le  m a n a g e m e n t  in A n c h o r a g e ;

• S p o t t e d  k n a p w e e d  e r a d ic a t io n  in A n c h o r a g e , K e n a i, K a s ilo f, K a k e , P r in c e  o f  W a le s , K e tc h ik a n ,  

V a ld e z ,  H a in e s  a n d  S k a g w a y ;

P u r p le  lo o s e s t r if e  r e p la c e m e n t  in A n c h o r a g e ; a n d

• G ia n t  H o g w e e d  E r a d ic a t io n  in K ake.

Industry C oordination
T h e  C o o r d in a t o r  h a s  w o r k e d  w ith  a n u m b e r  o f  in d u s try  g r o u p s  a n d  p r iv a te  s e c t o r  c o m p a n ie s  o n  a ra n ge  

o f  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  a n d  p e s t  is s u e s ,  in c lu d in g :

• h o r t ic u lt u r e  in d u s t r y  to  f in d  s o lu t io n s  to  id e n t if ie d  p r o b le m  s p e c ie s  an d  v e c to rs

• g r a v e l p r o d u c e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A la s k a  R o c k  P ro d u c ts  A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  A la sk a  M in e rs  A s s o c ia t io n  to  

d e v e lo p  a w e e d  f r e e  g ra v e l c e r t if ic a t io n  p ro g ra m

• a g r ic u lt u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  S o il  an d  W a t e r  C o n s e rv a t io n  D is t r ic t s  to  fu r t h e r  th e  W e e d  Fre e  

F o r a g e  C e r t if ic a t io n  P r o g r a m  b y  k e e p in g  re c o r d s  an d  o r g a n iz in g  t r a in in g s  f o r  fo ra g e  c e rt if ie rs

• A la s k a  W ild e r n e s s  R e c r e a t io n  a n d  T o u r is m  A s s o c ia t io n  (A W R T A ) to  in c o rp o r a te  in v a s iv e  s p e c ie s  

p r e v e n t io n  a n d  d e t e c t io n  m e a s u re s  in th e ir  " A d v e n tu re  G re e n "  c e r t if ic a t io n  p ro g ra m

• p e s t  c o n tro l  o p e r a t o r s  to  d e v e l o p  p re s e n ta t io n s  a b o u t  s ta te  in vas ive  w e e d s  and agricultural 

p e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p rio rit ie s  a t  th e  p e s t ic id e  a p p l ic a to r  rec er t if ica t io n  class, 2 0 0 9  and 2 0 1 0

A gency Coordination
T h e  C o o r d in a t o r  r e g u la r ly  w o r k s  w ith  s ta te , fe d e r a l,  a n d  lo ca l g o v e r n m e n t  e m p lo y e e s  to  o rg a n iz e  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  a n d  a g r ic u lt u r a l  p e sts . E x a m p le s  o f in t e r a g e n c y  c o o rd in a t io n  in c lu d e :
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• P a r t ic ip a t in g  in th e  A la s k a  C o m m it t e e  f o r  N o x io u s  a n d  In v a s iv e  P la n ts  M a n a g e m e n t  (C N IP M ) by 

o r g a n iz in g  th e  a n n u a l c o n fe r e n c e ,  c o o r d in a t in g  m u lt ia g e n c y  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  e ffo rts , a n d  

p a r t ic ip a t in g  in s u b c o m m it t e e s

• P a r t ic ip a t in g  in th e  A la s k a  In v a s iv e  S p e c ie s  W o r k in g  G ro u p  (A IS W G )  m e e t in g s ,  a n d  p r e s e n t ly  

le a d in g  a n  e ffo r t  to  fu r t h e r  fo r m a liz e  t h e  g r o u p  b y  e s t a b lis h in g  b y la w s  a n d  a n  a d v is o r y  b o a rd

• B e in g  id e n t if ie d  a s  le a d  in c o o r d in a t in g  r e s p o n s e  to  p o te n t ia l S p a r t in a  in fe s ta t io n s

.  W o r k in g  w ith  A la s k a  D O T , p r o v id in g  p r e s e n t a t io n s  at th e  a n n u a l E n v ir o n m e n ta l E x p o  in 2 0 0 9

a n d  e n c o u r a g in g  t h e ir  in v o lv e m e n t  in lo c a l w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o je c ts  a ro u n d  th e  s ta te

• F u r t h e r in g  c o o r d in a t io n  w ith  fe d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  t h r o u g h  p a rt ic ip a t io n  in s e v e r a l c o m m it t e e s  

in c lu d in g  th e  A la s k a  P e s t  R is k  A s s e s s m e n t  C o m m it t e e ,  W e e d  F re e  G ra v e l C o m m it t e e ,  W e e d  Fre e  

F o r a g e  C o m m it t e e ,  a n d  o th e r s .

• C o o r d in a t in g  e a r ly  d e t e c t io n  b o r d e r  in s p e c t io n s  fo r  s t a t e  p r io r ity  w e e d s  w ith  U .S . C u s to m s  an d  

B o r d e r s  P r o te c t io n  s ta f f

• A s s is t in g  in a n n u a l In te g r a te d  P e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  t r a in in g s  f o r  t h e  C o o p e r a t iv e  E x te n s io n  S e rv ic e

• P a r t ic ip a t in g  in th e  A la s k a  C o a s t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  P la n  w o r k in g  g r o u p

Local C oordination Efforts
T h e  c o o r d in a t o r  p a r t ic ip a te s  a n d  fa c i l it a t e s  lo c a l e f fo r t s  to  m a n a g e  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  a n d  a g r ic u ltu r a l p e sts  

b y  c o n n e c t in g  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w ith  s im ila r  e f fo r t s ,  fo c u s in g  p r io r it ie s , a n d  p r o v id in g  a s s is t a n c e  w h e n  

n e c e s s a r y .  K e y  e x a m p le s  o f  lo c a l c o o r d in a t io n  e f fo r t s  in c lu d e :

• A t t e n d e d  C o o p e r a t iv e  W e e d  M a n a g e m e n t  A re a  (C W M A ) m e e t in g s  a ro u n d  t h e  s ta te  in p e rso n  

a n d  b y  t e le c o n fe r e n c e

• H e lp e d  to  c o o r d in a t e  lo c a l re s p o n s e  f o r  G a r l ic  M u s t a r d  a n d  S p o t t e d  K n a p w e e d  e ra d ic a t io n

• C o o r d in a t e s  w ith  S o il a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t io n  D is t r ic t s  a t te n d in g  lo c a l a n d  s t a t e w id e  m e e t in g s

• A s s is t e d  A A C D  in h ir in g  t h e ir  in v a s iv e  p la n t s  c o o r d in a t o r

• A s s is t e d  th e  A n c h o r a g e  C W M A  in d e v e lo p in g  a s t r a t e g ic  p la n  fo r  in v a s iv e  p la n t  m a n a g e m e n t

• P a r t ic ip a t e d  in c o o r d in a t in g  r e s p o n s e  to  a n e w ly  d is c o v e r e d  E lo d e a  c a n a d e n s is  in fe s ta t io n  in th e  

C h e n a  S lo u g h  in F a irb a n k s

C oordination w ith  Canada and O ther S tates
T h e  D iv is io n  o f  A g  h a s  p a r t ic ip a te d  in c o o r d in a t io n  w ith  t h e  Y u k o n , B r it is h  C o lu m b ia  a n d  N o r th w e s t  

T e r r it o r ie s  in C a n a d a  to  s h a r e  in fo r m a t io n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h ig h  p r io r ity  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  

t h a t  t h r e a t e n  to  s p r e a d  t o  A la s k a . C o o r d in a t io n  w ith  o t h e r  s t a t e s  is d o n e  t h r o u g h  p a rt ic ip a t io n  in th e  

W e s t e r n  W e e d  C o o r d in a t o r  C o m m it t e e .

C om m en ts on A gency Projects
T h e  s ta te  c o o r d in a t o r  h a s  p r o v id e d  c o m m e n t s  t o  fe d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  s e e k in g  to  m a n a g e  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  on  

fe d e r a l  la n d s  to  e n s u r e  s ta te  in v a s iv e  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  p r io r it ie s  a re  a d d re s s e d  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  is 

d o n e  w ith  e f fe c t iv e  a n d  s a fe  m e th o d s . C o m m e n t s  to  a g e n c ie s  h a v e  in c lu d e d :

• U S D A  2 0 0 9  p r io r it ie s

• N a t io n a l P a rk  S e r v ic e  E n v ir o n m e n t a l A n a ly s is  f o r  in v a s iv e  p la n ts  m a n a g e m e n t

. B L M  s c o p in g  E n v ir o n m e n t a l A n a ly s is  f o r  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  th e  D a lto n  H ig h w a y

• U S F W S  K o d ia k  N a t io n a l W ild life  R e fu g e  E n v ir o n m e n t a l A n a ly s is  fo r  in v a s iv e  p la n t  m a n a g e m e n t

C o m m e n t s  w e r e  s u b m it t e d  o n  s t a t e  p r o je c ts  a n d  p r o g r a m s  a s  w e ll. S e v e r a l D O T  ro a d  c o n s tru c t io n  

p r o je c t s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m e n t e d  o n  to  in c lu d e  in v a s iv e  p la n t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p r e v e n t io n  m e a s u re s ,  

o fte n  b y  r e q u e s t  fr o m  D O T . T h e  c o o r d in a t o r  c o m m e n t e d  to  D F & G  t h a t  th e  s c o p e  o f  in v a s iv e  s p e c ie s
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is s u e s  e lig ib le  f o r  f u n d in g  f r o m  th e  A la s k a  S u s t a in a b le  S a lm o n  Fu n d  be  b r o a d e n e d  fro m  ju s t  p ik e  to  a n y  

in v a s iv e  s p e c ie s  w ith  im p a c t s  to  s a lm o n .

T e c h n ic a l  A s s is t a n c e

In d iv id u a ls  a n d  g r o u p s  w o r k in g  o n  w e e d  a n d  p e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a ro u n d  th e  sta te  a re  o fte n  d e a lin g  w ith  

t h e s e  is s u e s  f o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e . T h e  c o o r d in a t o r  h a s  w o r k e d  to  p ro v id e  a d v ic e  o n  c o n tr o llin g  in fe s ta t io n s  

in  e f fe c t iv e ,  e c o n o m ic a l ,  a n d  s a fe  w a y s . E x a m p le s  o f  t e c h n ic a l  a s s is ta n c e  p ro v id e d  in c lu d e :

• P r o v id e d  n u m e r o u s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  w e e d  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p r e v e n t io n  a t D O T 's  re q u e s t

• P a r t ic ip a t e d  in th e  r e v ie w  c o m m it t e e  fo r  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C o n s e rv a t io n  D is tr ic ts  (A A C D )  

In v a s iv e  P la n t  P r o g r a m  G r a n t s

• P a r t ic ip a t e d  in r a n k in g  th e  in v a s iv e n e s s  o f  in v a s iv e  p la n ts

P r o v id e d  g u id a n c e  t o  C h u g a c h  S ta te  P a rk  s t a f f  s e e k in g  to  in it ia te  in v a s iv e  p la n t m a n a g e m e n t  

R e v ie w e d  s p e c ie s  in c lu d e d  in a g ra s s  id e n t if ic a t io n  f ie ld  g u id e  a n d  f r e s h w a t e r  p la n ts  

id e n t if ic a t io n  f ie ld  g u id e

• P r o v id e d  f ir s t h a n d  k n o w le d g e  to  U S G S  w h e n  m o d e lin g  th e  s p r e a d  o f  in v a s iv e  p la n ts  in A la sk a

• R e v ie w e d  s t r a t e g ic  p la n  f o r  S p a r t in a  p r e v e n t io n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  d e v e lo p e d  by N O A A

• W o r k e d  to  d e v e lo p  p r o t o c o l f o r  an in v e n t o r y  o f  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  a lo n g  th e  T ra n s  A la s k a  P ip e lin e  

P r o v id e d  a s s is t a n c e  in p r o je c t  d e v e lo p m e n t  to  A A C D  In v a s iv e  P la n t P ro g ra m  C o o r d in a to r s  

W o r k in g  w ith  t h e  A la s k a  S h o r e z o n e  C o m m it t e e  w h o  m o d e ls  h a b ita t  fo r  in v a s iv e  p la n ts

Public O utreach and P resen tation s
M a n y  p e o p le  in  A la s k a  a re  u n fa m il ia r  w ith  th e  im p a c ts  in v a s iv e  w e e d s  a n d  a g r ic u ltu ra l p e s ts  p o s e  

A la s k a .  T h e  C o o r d in a t o r  w o r k s  to  p r o v id e  in fo r m a t io n  to  th e  p u b lic  to  g e n e ra te  a w a re n e s s  a n d  in c re a s e  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in p r e v e n t io n ,  d e t e c t io n ,  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t .  R e c e n t  e x a m p le s  o f  p u b lic  e v e n ts  w h ic h  th e  

C o o r d in a t o r  p r e s e n t e d  o r  p a r t ic ip a t e d  in in c lu d e :

• M a t-  S u  S a lm o n  S c ie n c e  S y m p o s iu m  2 0 0 8  a n d  2 0 0 9  

F a ir b a n k s ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  K e n a i C W M A  w o r k s h o p s

A la s k a  F o r u m  o n  th e  E n v ir o n m e n t  2 0 0 9 , 2 0 1 0 ,  a n d  s c h e d u le d  fo r  2 0 1 1

• A la s k a  C it iz e n  S c ie n t is t  T e a c h e r s  W o r k s h o p  in 2 0 1 0

• L e a d  t o u r  o f  w e e d s  o n  C h e s t e r  C r e e k  g r e e n b e lt  in A n c h o r a g e

• In v a s iv e  p la n ts  im p a c t s  to  s a lm o n  a n d  m o o s e , th e  E a g le  R iv e r N a tu re  C e n te r , S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 0

• A la s k a  W ild e r n e s s  R e c r e a t io n  a n d  T o u r is m  A s s o c ia t io n  a n n u a l c o n fe re n c e , 2 0 0 9

• A la s k a  G r e e n h o u s e  a n d  N u r s e r y  C o n fe r e n c e ,  2 0 0 9

G ra n t W riting
T h e  c o o r d in a t o r  h a s  w o r k e d  to  s e c u r e  a d d it io n a l fu n d s  a n d  g ra n ts  fr o m  p a rtn e r in g  a g e n c ie s  a n d  o th e r  

s o u r c e s  to  a s s is t  th e  s t a t e  in m e e t in g  its w e e d  a n d  p e st  m a n a g e m e n t  g o a ls . E x a m p le s  o f  s u c h  g ra n ts  

in c lu d e :

U S F W S  A R R A  p r o je c t  g r a n t  to  e r a d ic a te  s p o tte d  k n a p w e e d  (a w a rd e d  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 )

• U S F S  F o r e s t  H e a lt h  P r o t e c t io n  g ra n t  fo r  c o o r d in a t io n  w ith  h o rt ic u ltu ra l in d u s try  (a w a rd e d  

$ 8 0 ,0 0 0 )

• U S F S  F o r e s t  H e a lt h  P r o t e c t io n  g ra n t  fo r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  C a n a d a  th is t le  in A n c h o r a g e  (a w a rd e d  

$8,000)
« N a t io n a l F is h  a n d  W ild life  F o u n d a t io n  g r a n t  fo r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  C a n a d a  th is t le  in A n c h o r a g e

(a w a r d e d  $ 8 0 ,0 0 0  b u t  r e t u r n e d  b e c a u s e  m a t c h in g  fu n d s  w e re  n o t a p p ro p r ia te d )

• B L M  g r a n t  f o r  g r a v e l p it  in v e n t o r y  a n d  in it ia t io n  o f  a w e e d -f re e  g ra v e l c e r t if ic a t io n  p r o g ra m  

(a w a r d e d  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 )

3



A la s k a  S e a L ife  C en ter
w i n d  o w s t o  t h e  s e a

D ecem ber 1, 2010

The H onorable Sean Pamell 
P.O. box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99801

D ear G overnor Parnell:

Re: AS 03.05.027: Noxious weed, invasive plant and agricultural pest management and education

G lobally, invasive plants, agricultural pests and other species of invasive organisms impact 
ecosystem s, ecosystem  services, and economies that in the United States alone result in over $130 
billion in losses and associated m anagem ent costs each year. Alaska lags other states in 
coordinating prevention, m onitoring, m itigation and education to reduce the threats and impacts 
o f  invasives, but Alaska does have some program s o f  value in our efforts to confront this growing 
problem . One such program is instituted under AS 03.05.027: Noxious weed, invasive plant and 
agricultural pest m anagem ent and education. However, this Statute includes Sec. 2. Repealing 
the Act; and Sec. 3. setting an effective date for the repeal as June 30, 2011.

W e w ould like to ask you to consider the impacts repeal o f  this A ct will have on A laska’s ability 
to address both the threat and the  realities o f  invasive plants and agricultural pests in Alaska. As 
the D irector o f  Conservation for the Alaska SeaLife Center and having charge over our marine 
invasive species program, I engage various Federal and State staff in invasive species planning 
and action and with industry and communities on initiatives to reduce the many threats posed by 
introduction o f  non native species. It will be a great loss to the State in managing invasive plants 
and our coordinating activities i f  AS 03.05.027 sunsets. We would therefore respectfully request 
your intervention to  repeal Sec. 3. o f  this A ct and assure a sustaining budget is approved to 
uphold the very important objectives, staffing and actions so necessary under the Statute.

I will be pleased to speak with you or anyone else who can help make a difference in building the 
State capacity to address the grow ing problem o f  invasive species that impact and threaten our 
State and its ecosystems and economies.

Sincerely,

How ard Ferren 
D irector o f  Conservation 
907.224.6396
howard_ferren@ alaskasealife.org

3 0 1  R a i l w a y  A v e n u e  •  P . O .  B e x  1 3  2 9  •  S e w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
P h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  2 2 4 - 6 3 0 0  •  F a x  ( 9 0 7 )  2 2 4 - 6 3 2 0

www.aiaskasealife.org

mailto:howard_ferren@alaskasealife.org
http://www.aiaskasealife.org


A la s k a  C o m m it te e  f o r  N o x io u s  a n d  In v a s iv e  P la n ts  M a n a g e m e n t

December 3rd, 2010

State of Alaska 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 11001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
3rd Floor State Capital

Subject: continue funding for AS 03.05.027 and remove sunset clause 

Dear Governor Parnell:

Compared to the lower 48, Alaska has(far fewer non-native invasive plant species. With 
swift and strategic management o f our invasive weeds, Alaska has a rare opportunity to avoid 
severe economic and ecological impacts that have occurred in other parts of the country.

The Alaska Committee for Noxious and Invasive Plants Management (CNIPM) 
appreciates the excellent work that has resulted from AS 03.05.027, which pertains to Division 
of Agriculture’s invasive weed and agricultural pest program. Since signing this statute into law, 
the Division of Agriculture has undertaken a significant role in collaboration and management of 
high-priority invasive plant species in Alaska. Unfortunately, AS 03.05.027 will sunset in the 
spring of 2011. CNIPM supports continued funding of AS 03.05.027 and recommends the 
removal of its sunset clause.

CNIPM is composed of concerned citizens, scientists, and land managers that volunteer 
or work for non-profit, tribal, local, state, and federal agencies across Alaska. The goals of 
CNIPM are to heighten the awareness of problems associated with invasive plant species and to 
bring about greater statewide coordination, cooperation, and action to halt the introduction and 
spread of these undesirable plants. To learn more about the mission and goals of CNBPM, please 
visit www. uaf. edu/ces/cnipm.

Without continued funding o f AS 03.05.027, CNIPM believes regular review of 
regulations and the strategic plan generated from this statute will cease and quickly become 
outdated. When signing AS 03.05.027 into law, the state recognized that pre-existing invasive 
plant regulations were outdated and ineffective and that the creation of a strategic plan with 
updated regulations would increase efficacy o f invasive plant management in Alaska. As the 
type and abundance of invasive weeds are constantly changing in Alaska, the state should 
regularly review both documents. Consistent review will increase the likelihood of the state 
pursuing the most urgent and meaningful management priorities for invasive plant species in 
Alaska.

CNIPM greatly appreciates the new level of cooperation and coordination from the state 
government, which we feel is a direct result of AS 03.05.027. In years past, CNIPM had



minimal contact with the DNR, likely a result of state employees having a full load of job duties. 
AS 03.05.027 created a dedicated invasive plant management position within the Division of 
Agriculture. As a result, CNIPM now has a DNR contact that regularly attends monthly 
teleconferences and collaborates on education and management projects.

CNIPM is particularly pleased with Division of Agriculture leading projects that involve 
private industries and state-wide management efforts of notorious invasive plant species. First, 
Division of Agriculture is leading a CNIPM subcommittee geared towards the creation of a weed 
free gravel certification program. Second, Division of Agriculture is working with the 
horticulture industry to find solutions to state-wide invasive plant issues. Finally, Division of 
Agriculture is leading efforts in the state-wide eradication of spotted knapweed, giant hogweed, 
and regional management of Canada thistle, all of which have a serious potential to impact 
economies in Alaska.

While much work remains, CNEPM believes that AS 03.05.027 has resulted in Division 
of Agriculture making valuable contributions to invasive plant problems across Alaska. In 
particular, CNIPM feels AS 03.05.027 has directly improved invasive plant species regulations 
and strategic planning, DNR coordination with CNIPM, collaboration with private industries in 
the pursuit of solutions to invasive plant problems, and management of notorious invasive 
weeds. To continue and progress on the great work accomplished by Division of Agriculture, 
CNIPM urges for continued funding of AS 03*.05.027.

Sincerely,

Blaine T. Spellman
Chair, CNIPM Board of Directors
(907)354-1227
blainespellman@gmail.com

mailto:blainespellman@gmail.com


From: Imlorijean@aol.com [mailto:Imlorijean@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 11:26 AM 
To: sean.parnell@alaska.gov; mead.treadwell@alaska.gov 
Cc: Sen. Lyman Hoffman 
Subject: Regarding HB97

We are Troy and Lori Zaumseil and are writing to request that you support the passage of HB97 

which will allow the Division o f Ag to retain the statewide coordinator position, addressing 

noxious weeds and invasive plants. The bill is set to be heard in the House Resources 

Committee on Monday and move forward from there. Alaska is at such a critical place in 

preventing/managing the economic and ecological impact from invasive threats and maintaining 

the continuity of efforts is imperative.

Troy and I became involved in this issue several years ago when we found a Canada Thistle 

growing in a plant we purchased at a local box store. This extremely noxious and invasive plant 

was covered by Alaska statute (albeit a very old and outdated one), and yet when we tried to 

make a report to the Division of Agriculture, we were disturbed to find that they had neither staff 

nor funding to follow up on this serious situation. That began a journey for us as concerned 

citizens, property owners, gardeners, outdoors people and voters. After contacting the 

legislative body, we also began speaking-first to community councils then to state conventions 

(Alaska Forum on the Environment, CNIPM, Master Gardeners, etc) and eventually we were 

invited to address the opening session of the National Invasive Weeds Awareness Week in 

Washington D.C. to talk about Alaska's fight to protect valuable resources from invasion. 

During that first year, HB330 was introduced by Rep Craig Johnson and later passed 

unanimously by the Alaska Legislature in a demonstration of how the system CAN work for 

ordinary citizens who ask their representatives to protect their interests and then those elected 

officials take action. Troy and I have spoken about our involvement and pride in our Alaska 

system in presentations we have given all over Alaska and Outside, not only in D.C., but in 

Nevada, Oregon and Florida as well. We were asked by US Fish and Wildlife Service to speak 

in Allakaket, Betties and Coldfoot this past summer and were able to educate residents of 

interior Alaska on the threats to their way of life posed by invasive species. Without an 

organized statewide program, Alaska will not be eligible for federal funding and the individual 

efforts of state and federal agency staffers will be far less effective. We ask you, once again, to 

protect the citizens you serve by voting for HB97 and allowing this work to continue 

uninterrupted. Prevention and Early detection are the most economical and efficient method to 

address the problem. Delay or disruption would certainly result in higher cost to the state’s 

taxpayers.

mailto:Imlorijean@aol.com
mailto:Imlorijean@aol.com
mailto:sean.parnell@alaska.gov
mailto:mead.treadwell@alaska.gov


In addition, we are asking that you request action be taken by the State Department of 

Transportation. Travel corridors are the proven vector for invasive species to move through and 

into an area, and Alaska is extremely vulnerable to this scenario. It is imperative that DOT take 

positive action to PREVENT the spread of invasives and no longer be the passive conduit to 

ALLOW the spread. Roadways all over the state have noxious plants growing in the right of 

ways and airports also have infestations, and all of these are allowing noxious weeds to be 

spread into pristine areas that are defenseless when these seeds and plant parts are 

transported through or onto them. The Department needs to be given a mandate to address 

this issue so that their budget allocations can be made accordingly. The DEC approval process 

to treat noxious weeds is so cumbersome as to be nearly ineffective and needs to be 

streamlined to allow effective and efficient treatment. While Troy and I are not versed in the 

workings o f state bureaucracy, we are confident that those in receipt of this e-mail will be able to 

take the necessary steps to bring DOT and DEC into step with assisting in the problem and not 

adding to it.

Thank you so much for your time and attention

Lori and Troy Zaumseil 

9015 Dewberry St 

Anchorage, AK 99502



A $1.14 million Recovery Act grant from  the USD A Forest Service to Alaska Association of Conservation Districts

In S e p t e m b e r  o f  2 0 0 9 ,  t h e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f C o n s e r v a t io n  D is tr ic ts  e n te re d  in to  a c o o p e ra t iv e  

a g r e e m e n t  w ith  th e  U S  F o r e s t  S e r v ic e  to  a c c e p t  $ 1 .1 4  m illio n  to  im p le m e n t  th e  A la s k a  In v a s iv e  P la n ts  

P r o je c t .  T h e  o v e r a ll  g o a l o f  a n y  R e c o v e r y  A c t  fu n d s  is to  c r e a t e  jo b s  a n d  e q u ip  th o s e  h ire d  w ith  th e  sk ills  

a n d  t r a in in g  n e e d e d  t o  m o v e  in to  b e t t e r ,  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  e m p lo y m e n t.

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h is  p r o je c t  w a s  to  o v e r s e e  a n d  c o o r d in a t e  in v a s iv e  p la n t  p r o g ra m s  t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a  

v ia  c o o r d in a t o r  p o s it io n s  s t a t io n e d  in S o il  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t io n  D is tr ic ts . IP c o o r d in a t o r s  re c e iv e d  

t r a in in g  in is s u e s  r e la t e d  to  in v a s iv e  p la n t  s u r v e y in g ,  c o n t r o l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a s  w e ll as t r a in in g  in  

p u b lic  o u t r e a c h  m e t h o d s  a n d  g r a n t  w r it in g . S u p p o r t e d  b y  a ro v in g  w e e d  c re w , t h e  c o o r d in a to r s  

c o n d u c t e d  in v a s iv e  p la n t  s u r v e y s , c o n t r o l,  e d u c a t io n  a n d  o u tr e a c h  p r o je c ts  in th e ir  re g io n s . T h e  p u rp o s e  

w a s  to  g e n e r a t e  h ig h - q u a l it y  jo b s ,  w it h  h ig h  p r io r ity  p la c e d  o n  t ra in in g  so  th a t  t h e s e  jo b s  w o u ld  fu n c t io n  

a s  s p r in g b o a r d s  to  f u t u r e  e m p lo y m e n t .

In a d d it io n ,  A A C D  c o n t r a c t e d  t h e  A la s k a  

N a t u r a l  H e r it a g e  P r o g r a m  t h r o u g h  th e  

U n iv e r s it y  o f  A la s k a  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  s e c o n d  

p h a s e  o f  th e  A la s k a  in v a s iv e n e s s  r a n k in g  

p r o je c t .  T h e  A N H P  r a n k in g  s y s te m  h a s  

p r o v id e d  la n d  m a n a g e r s ,  a g e n c ie s  a n d  th e  

g e n e r a l  p u b lic  w ith  a v a lu a b le  to o l fo r  

in v a s iv e  p la n t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r io r it iz a t io n .

E x p a n d in g  t h e  lis t  o f  s p e c ie s  s c r e e n e d  b y  

t h is  s y s t e m  s t r e n g t h e n s  o u r  a b ility  to  

p r o t e c t  a n d  m a n a g e  A la s k a 's  n a tu r a l a re a s  

a n d  r e s o u r c e s .

A  t o t a l  o f  1 8  p e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  

t h r o u g h  th is  p r o je c t :  1 4  f o r  a y e a r  o r  m o re ,  

a n d  t h r e e  m o re  a s  a s u m m e r  r o v in g  w o r k  

c re w . In th e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p r o je c t ,  a p r o je c t  

m a n a g e r ,  13 in v a s iv e  p la n t  c o o r d in a t o r s ,  

a n d  a r e s e a r c h  a n a ly s t  w e r e  h ire d  a n d  

t r a in e d .  T h e  s t a f f  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a r o u n d  th e  s t a t e ,  a s  s h o w n  o n  th is  m a p . L o c a t io n s  w e re : W a s illa ,  

P a lm e r ,  U p p e r  S u s it n a ,  K e n a i,  K o d ia k , H o m e r , S e w a r d , A n ia k ,  D illin g h a m , M e t la k a t la , J u n e a u ,  C o rd o v a ,  

F a ir b a n k s  a n d  D e lta  J u n c t io n .

T h e  p r o je c t  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  b e y o n d  o u r  e x p e c t a t io n s .  M o re  th a n  2 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a n d  5 ,0 0 0  a d u lts  

w e r e  p r o v id e d  w it h  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  in v a s iv e  p la n ts ,  t h e ir  e f fe c t  o n  A la s k a 's  n a tu ra l h a b ita t , a n d  h o w  

to  c o n tr o l th e m . N e a r ly  1 ,0 0 0  v o lu n t e e r s  w o r k e d  o n  r e m e d ia t io n  p ro je c ts . O v e r  1 ,0 0 0  b a g s  o f  w e e d s  

w e r e  r e m o v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s ta te ,  a n d  o v e r  1 0 0  a c re s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  b y  v a r io u s  m e a n s ,  in c lu d in g  p u llin g ,  

d ig g in g ,  s p r a y in g ,  b u r n in g ,  t a r p in g  a n d  w h a c k in g . O v e r  5 ,0 0 0  a c re s  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  fo r  in v a s iv e  p la n t  

in fe s t a t io n s ,  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f n e w  re c o r d s  w e r e  p r o v id e d  to  th e  A la s k a  N a tu ra l H e r ita g e  P ro g ra m  fo r  

in c lu s io n  in its  d a t a b a s e .  W e  e s t a b lis h e d  r e la t io n s h ip s  in  n u m e ro u s  ru ra l v il la g e s , in c lu d in g  tw o  t h a t  are  

d e v e lo p in g  d is t in c t  N a t iv e  c o n s e r v a t io n  d is tr ic ts ,  a n d  p r o v id e d  t ra in in g  an d  re m e d ia t io n  p la n s  th ro u g h

A Brief Report on the Alaska Invasive Plants Project
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th e  Y u k o n -K u s k o k w im  D e lta  a n d  in t h e  c o m m u n it y  o f  T y o n e k .  W e  p r o v id e d  w r it te n  w o r k  p la n s  fo r  

n u m e r o u s  p r iv a te  a n d  p u b lic  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  a n d  m a n a g e r s ,  in c lu d in g  a c o m m u n it y  g a r d e n , s e v e ra l 

m u n ic ip a lit ie s ,  a n  a rb o re tu m , a n u m b e r  o f  fa r m e r s ,  a n d  m a n y  o th e rs .

O f  t h e  1 5  re g u la r  e m p lo y e e s  h ir e d , e ig h t  w e r e  u n e m p lo y e d  a t  th e  t im e  t h e y  w e r e  h ire d , a n d  a n o th e r  

fo u r  w e r e  u n d e re m p lo y e d . A t  th is  t im e ,  fo u r  o f  t h e  1 5  h a v e  s e c u r e d  fu n d in g  fo r  fu t u r e  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  

t w o  o t h e r s  h a v e  d e c id e d  to  p u rs u e  o t h e r  p la n s . W e  h a v e  p r o v id e d  g r a n t -w r it in g  t r a in in g  to  all 

e m p lo y e e s  a n d  a re  e n c o u r a g in g  t h e m  t o  p u rs u e  n e w  s o u r c e s  o f  fu n d s  to  e x p a n d  th e  w o r k  o n  id e n t ify in g  

a n d  r e d u c in g  in v a s iv e  p la n ts  in A la s k a . O u r  g o a l is to  r e p la c e  th e  15 fu ll- t im e  a n d  3 p a r t -t im e  jo b s  w e  w ill 

lo s e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th is  g r a n t  w ith  3 0  n e w  jo b s  in  A la s k a . W e  a re  h o p e fu l th a t  w e  w ill f in d  fu n d in g  fo r  at 

le a s t  h a lf  o u r  g o a l b y  th e  t im e  m o s t  o f  t h e  A R R A -fu n d e d  e m p lo y e e s  g o  o f f  p a y ro ll a t  th e  e n d  o f  M a rc h .

A lt h o u g h  w e  a re  p ro u d  o f  th e  w o r k  w e  h a v e  a c c o m p lis h e d  w ith  th is  g ra n t , w e  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  f ie ld  w o rk  

a n d  o u t r e a c h  s u c c e s s e s  w ill b e  e p h e m e r a l  u n le s s  t h e  w o r k  is fo llo w e d  u p  fo r  a t le a s t  t w o  m o re  y e a rs .  

M a n y  o f t h e  p la n ts  w e  w o r k e d  t o  r e d u c e  o r  e lim in a te  a re  k n o w n  to  b e  r e s i lie n t  a n d  to  r e q u ir e  fo llo w -u p  

t r e a t m e n t  fo r  t h r e e  to  fiv e  y e a r s ,  s o m e  e v e n  lo n g e r . U n le s s  t h is  w o r k  is ta k e n  u p  b y  o t h e r s  o r  fu n d e d  by  

s im ila r  p r o je c ts , w e  fe a r  t h a t  w h a t  w e  h a v e  g a in e d  in t h e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  in v a s iv e  p la n ts  th is  p a s t  y e a r  w ill 

b e  lo st.

In a d d it io n  to  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  w o r k  fu n d e d  b y  th is  g ra n t ,  w e  s e e  a n o t h e r  p r e s s in g  c o n c e r n  th a t  is in 

its  in f a n c y  in A la s k a : th e  id e n t if ic a t io n  a n d  r e m e d ia t io n  o f  a q u a t ic  in v a s iv e s .  T h e  d is c o v e r y  la st  s u m m e r  

o f  a s e r io u s  in fe s ta t io n  in th e  C h e n a  S lo u g h  n e a r  F a ir b a n k s ,  a n d  th e  a n e c d o ta l r e p o r t s  o f  a q u a t ic  

in v a s iv e s  in o th e r  a re a s  o f  A la s k a  b r in g  us g r a v e  c o n c e r n . W e  h o p e  th a t , at a m in im u m , a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  

s t a t e w id e  s u r v e y  fo r  a q u a t ic  in v a s iv e s  is b e g u n  in th e  v e r y  n e a r  fu tu r e .
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