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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) CSHB365(FIN)-DNR-AG-04-05-12

Bill Version CSHB 365(FIN)
Fiscal Note Number 7
(H) Publish Date 4/6/12

Dept. Affected Natural Resources

Title Aquatic Invasive Species Appropriation Agriculture

Allocation N. Latitude Plant Materials Center
Sponsor House Resources
Requester (H) FIN OMB Component Number 2204

Expenditures/Revenues

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Included in
Governor's
FY13
Request

FY13
Appropriation
Requested

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13

FY14

FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18

Personal Services - 71.0

Travel 5.0

Services 3.7

Commodities 4.5

Capital Outlay

Grants, Benefits

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 84.2 0.0

*kk

*kk

FUND SOURCE

(Tho

usands of Dollars)

1002 |Federal Receipts

1003 |GF Match

1004 |GF 84.2

1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF)

1037 |GF/MH (UGF)

1178 |temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 84.2 0.0

*kdk

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary 1

[CHANGE IN REVENUES | |

| I

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

0.0

0.0

(separate supplemental appropriation required)

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

The House Finance committee substitute reinserted language relating to freshwater aquatic invasive species.

Prepared by Franci Havemeister, Director

Phone 907-761-3867

Division Division of Agriculture

Date/Time 4/5/12 12:00 PM

Approved by Daniel S. Sullivan, Commissioner

Date 4/5/2012

Department of Natural Resources

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB)
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FISCAL NOTE #7

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 365(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

HB 365 establishes a new section in AS 16.05 that directs the Department of Fish & Game to work with the
Department of Natural Resources to establish a rapid response and management plan for addressing occurences of
aquatic invasive species in limited or isolated geographical areas.

This fiscal note covers the costs associated with helping the Department of Fish & Game develop a Rapid Response
Planin FY13 and does not cover the costs associated with implementation of that plan. Not knowing what would be
required for plan implementation makes it difficult to predict what the cost would be resulting in an indeterminate
cost for FY14 and beyond.

Itis anticipated that in order to help develop the plans, the Division of Agriculture would need a long-term, non-
perm Natural Specialist Range 16, plus mandatory position costs, travel, and computer equipment. It is assumed that
assisting with development of an Invasive Species Action Plan would take up to one year and that some travel would
be needed in order to coordinate with the Department of Fish & Game.

At this point in time, the only known invasive aquatic plant is Elodea. Elodea can be spread from bodies of water by
aircraft, which means that this invasive species is not isolated to a single geographic area. The removal of Elodea
would be carried out in the following methods: manual removal by divers, suction dredging, or chemical application.

There have been no prior eradication efforts for invasive aquatic plants in Alaska; but there have been some
estimates done in both the Fairbanks and Anchorage area regions for removal of Elodea.

Eradication of aquatic plants are multi-year processes. An estimate for removal of Elodea in Sand Lake in Anchorage
was $210.0 over three years using herbicides. The Fairbanks Soil and Water Conservation District estimated that over

a 5 year period it would cost about $322.4 for mechanical control in Chena Slough.

These are examples of potential costs that may be included in a future plan.

(Revised 1/17/2612 OMB) Page 2 of 2




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA cost # codes Bill Version CSHB 365(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscal Note Number 6
Publish Date 4/6/12 (H)
Identifier (file name) HB365CS(FIN)-DF G-SFD-04-04-12 Dept. Affected Fish and Game
Title AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES Appropriation Sport Fisheries
Allocation Sport Fisheries
Sponsor HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Requester House Finance OMB Component Number 464

Expenditures/Revenues

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Included in
App::oYp1ri:;ti ” GO::’\e{Tg i< Out-Year Cost Estimates
Requested Request

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 176.4 88.2 |* = il -
Travel 28.8 14.4
Services 281.0 238.0
Commodities 3.0 1.0
Capital Outlay
Grants, Benefits
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 489.2 0.0 341.6 |* * 2 *
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 |Federal Receipts
1003 |GF Match
1004 |GF 489.2 341.6
1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 |GF/MH (UGF)
1024 |Fish/Game (Other)

TOTAL 489.2 0.0 341.6 |* * * *

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary 1.0 1
[CHANGE IN REVENUES | | | | | [

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required)

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

The committee substitute adopted by the House Finance Committee reinserted language into HB 365 directing ADF&G
to plan for addressing occurences of freshwater aquatic invasive species.

Prepared by Charles O. Swanton, Director

Phone 907-465-6184

Division Sport Fisheries

Date/Time 4/4/12 5:00 PM

Approved by Kevin Brooks, Administrative Services Director

Date 4/4/2012

Department of Fish and Game

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB)
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FISCAL NOTE #6

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 365(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

House Bill 365 would require dedicated staff to be hired to:
1) Review and update the existing Alaska Aquatic Nuisance Species Management Plan.

2) Develop an Invasive Species Action Plan that outlines key agency contacts and communication trees; roles,
responsibilities and jurisdictional boundaries; identify species or habitats of concern and potential economic impacts;
define early detection methods; and will serve as the foundation from which response plans could be written
focusing on specific species or pathways.

3) In cooperation with other state, federal and municipal agencies, and stakeholder organizations, develop adaptive
rapid response plans for each of the 6 identified (Northern Pike, D.vexillum-Tunicate, Elodea-pondweed, Water
Milfoil, European Green Crab, Spartina Cordgrass ) invasive species threats to marine and freshwater environments
across the state. These adaptive rapid response plans specific to each species would include vectors of
transmission, synthesis of existing background knowledge, documented or perceived distribution and identified
threats to specific areas or locations and effective control or eradication methods.

Upon completion, a series of facilitated public meetings would take place to catalog authorities and available
resources specific to rapid response in areas where invasive species are known to already exist or are most likely to
occur. Implementation of the six adaptive rapid response plans would be the responsibility of all affected parties
but coordinated by ADF&G.

We anticipate that these tasks will take 18 months to complete and the full year cost is shown in FY13 and 1/2 year
cost is shown in FY14. Personnel for this project would consist of the department’s existing invasive species program
coordinator (Range 18) for 9 months to supervise and coordinate plan development. One project leader would be a
range 18 long term non-perm whom would be responsible for plan development and finalization within an 18 month
period. The third project leader would consist of an existing Education Associate Il, responsible for assisting with
plan revisions and outreach efforts (9 months).

This fiscal note does not reflect the costs associated with implementing any of the plans this legislation directs
ADF&G to develop. It would be extremely difficult to estimate rapid response plan implementation costs at this
time, resulting in an indeterminate cost for FY15 and beyond.

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB) Page 2 of 2




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Bill Version CSHB 365(RES)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscal Note Number 3
(H) Publish Date 3/23/12
Identifier (file name) HB365-DHSS-EPI-3-16-12 Dept. Affected Health and Social Services
Title Aquatic Invasive Species Appropriation Public Health
Allocation Epidemiology
Sponsor Resources Committee
Requester House Resources Committee OMB Component Number 296
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Included in
FY13 Governor's

Apropdation FY13 QOut-Year Cost Estimates

Requested Request

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18

Personal Services

Travel

Services

Commodities

Capital Outlay

Grants, Benefits

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 |Federal Receipts

1003 |GF Match

1004 |GF

1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF)

1037 |GF/MH (UGF)

1178 |temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

[CHANGE IN REVENUES | | | |

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs (separate supplemental appropriation required,
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable. Initial version.

Prepared by Ward B. Hurlburt, M.D., MPH / Chief Medical Officer-Director Phone 269-6754
Division Public Health Date/Time 3/16/12 12:00 AM
Approved by Nancy Rolfzen, Assistant Commissioner Date 3/16/2012

DHSS Finance & Management Services

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2




FISCAL NOTE #3

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 365(RES)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

This is a zero fiscal note.

This bill would require an unspecified department (presumably the Alaska Department of Fish and Game) to establish a
rapid response and management plan for addressing occurrences of aquatic invasive species in limited geographic
areas of Alaska. Development of this plan would need to be done in cooperation with other state agencies. For Health
and Social Services, this bill would allow a forum to discuss and respond to invasive aquatic species with a direct
impact on human health. An example of such a species could be a novel mosquito (which spends part of its life in
freshwater) to Alaska that is capable of transmitting diseases (e.g., West Nile virus) not previously experienced locally
in the state. There might also be indirect impacts to human health. An example of this may be the introduction of a
new predatory fish species that could affect local fish stocks and impact food stability or may contain differing levels of
harmful contaminants in the flesh (e.g., mercury in Northern pike). Either situation could ultimately impact human
health and would require a multi-agency response, given jurisdictions and expertise. Based on the past work of a
similar Council and other related issues (e.g., rat eradication), the department would likely not play a primary role but
would be available to provide relevant input as needed. The department anticipates that the involvement in the rapid
response and management plan would be accomplished with existing resources and would result in no fiscal impact.

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name) HB365-DEC-SWM-03-15-12

Bill Version

CSHB 365(RES)

Fiscal Note Number 1

(H) Publish Date

Dept. Affected

3/23/12

Environmental Conservation

Appropriation

Environmental Health

Allocation

Solid Waste Management

Title Aquatic Invasive Species
Sponsor House Resources Committee
Requester House Resources Committee

OMB Component Number

2344

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Included in
FY13 Governor's :
Aoprontistion FY13 Out-Year Cost Estimates
Requested Request
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Commodities 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Capital Outlay 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants, Benefits 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 |Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 |GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 |GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 |GF/MH (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1178 |temp code (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
[CHANGE IN REVENUES | 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0
Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required,
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)
Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable, initial version.

Prepared by Kristin Ryan, Director

Division Environmental Health

Approved by Lynn Kent

Deputy Commissioner

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB)

Phone (907) 269-7645

Date/Time 3/15/2012 14:00 pm

Date 3/16/2012

Page 1 of 2




FISCAL NOTE #1

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 365(RES)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

HB 365 has no fiscal impact to the Department of Environmental Conservation. Current Division of Environmental
Health staff could absorb the amount of time required to cooperate with the Department of Fish and Game in
establishing the plan and responding to invasive species attacks.

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 2 of 2




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Bill Version CSHB 365(RES)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscal Note Number 2
(H) Publish Date 3/23/12
Identifier (file name) HB365-DEC-WQ-03-15-12 Dept. Affected Environmental Conservation
Title Aquatic Invasive Species Appropriation Water
Allocation Water Quality
Sponsor House Resources Committee
Requester House Resources Committee OMB Component Number 2062
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Included in
FY13 Governor's .
Apbrophatisn FY13 Out-Year Cost Estimates
Requested Request
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Commodities 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Capital Outlay 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants, Benefits 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars) |
1002 |Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 |GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 |GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 |GF/MH (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1178 |temp code (UGF) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS |
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
[cHANGE IN REVENUES | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 |
Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs 0.0 (separate supplemental appropriation required,

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Not applicable, initial version.

Prepared by Michelle Bonnet, Director Phone (907) 261-7599
Division Water Date/Time 3/15/12 1:20 PM
Approved by Lynn Kent Date 3/16/2012

Deputy Commissioner

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE #2

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB 365(RES)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

HB 365 has no fiscal impact to the Department of Environmental Conservation. Current Division of Water staff could
absorb the amount of time required to cooperate with the Department of Fish and Game in establishing the plan and
responding to invasive species attacks.

(Revised 1/17/2012 OMB) ) Page 2 of 2




ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

House Resources Committee

Rep. Paul Seaton, Co-Chair Rep. Eric Feige, Co-Chair

State Capitol Building, Room 102 State Capitol Building, Room 126

Juneau, AK 99801 — 1182 Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone (907) 465-2689 Phone (907) 465-4859

Fax (907) 465-3472 Fax (907) 465-3799
Rep.Paul.Seaton@legis.state.ak.us Rep.Eric.Feige@]legis.state.ak.us

Sponsor Statement
CSHB 365 (FIN)

Didemnum vexillumis (Dvex), also known as Sea Vomit, is an aggressive tunicate
invader that grows rapidly and has few known natural predators. It creates
metabolic toxins that help it smother substrates and other organisms to create
monoculture infestations from intertidal, subtidal to deep sea habitats. As
demonstrated in a recent infestation in Whiting Harbor near Sitka, the rapid spread
of Dvex is a threat to the mariculture industry, commercial fisheries and ecosystem
integrity.

HB 365 provides the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) the statutory
authority to swiftly address outbreaks of aquatic invasive species such as Dvex.

HB 365 requires ADF&G, in coordination with the Department of Environmental
Conservation and the Department of Natural Resources, to establish a plan of
coordination and response to an aquatic invasive species outbreak.

HB 365 gives ADF&G the authority to use chemical, biological, mechanical, or
physical methods to deal with the outbreak. It allows for expedited review of plans
for dealing with invasive species, and directs ADF&G staff to prioritize eradication
of the invasive species over other management issues for a specific area.

Sea Vomit and other aquatic invasive species have the potential to seriously impact
our lucrative commercial fishing, mariculture, and recreational fishing industries.
HB 365 gives Alaska the tools to combat this threat.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

House Resources Committee

Rep. Paul Seaton, Co-Chair Rep. Eric Feige, Co-Chair

State Capitol Building, Room 102 State Capitol Building, Room 126
Juneau, AK 99801 — 1182
Phone (907) 465-2689 Phone (907) 465-4859

Fax (907) 465-3472 Fax (907) 465-3799
Rep.Paul.Seaton@]legis.state.ak.us Rep.Eric.Feige@legis.state.ak.us

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Changes between HB 365 and CSHB 365 (FIN)

Removed language specifying that the response plans apply to invasive species
outbreaks in limited or isolated geographic areas.

Provision inserted requiring language in mariculture leases and permits that holds
agencies harmless for an invasive species response action that affects private
property on the mariculture lease.

Provision inserted requiring that agencies, in responding to an aquatic invasive
species, do so in a manner determined to cause the least amount of harm to
noninvasive fish populations.
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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR

SIATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

P.O. BOX 115526
JUNEAU, AK 99811-5526
PHONE: (907) 465-4100
FAX: (907) 465-2332

April 11,2012

Representative Bill Stoltze
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 515

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Co-Chairman Stoltze:

During the House Finance Committee hearing on House Bill 365, Representative Gara requested
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) provide written comment of our interpretation
on how the directives contained within the bill would be implemented.

Under the rapid response and management plans described in the House Finance Committee
Substitute for HB 365, AS 16.05.093(b) ADF&G authority “may use chemical, biological,
mechanical, or physical methods, singly or in combination, to control the occurrence of or eradicate
an aquatic invasive species...” AS 16.05.093(f) mandates that ADF&G “respond in a matter
determined to cause the least harm to noninvasive resident fish populations...” The methods in
which we would consider using to control or eradicate an aquatic invasive species are optional
under HB 365, but the way in which we would carry out those methods is mandatory.

When considering the control or eradication of an invasive species within a freshwater ecosystem,
ADF&G would take into account the presence of any non-invasive fish population present. Any
potential harm to that non-invasive fish population as a result of the control or eradication of an
invasive species would be mitigated. ADF&G would not be compelled to take action if the harm to
the non-invasive fish population outweighs the benefits of eradication to the invasive fish
population.

If you have any further questions on how ADF&G would carry out the directives contained in HB
365 please feel free to contact me at 465-6137.

Sincerely,

D g, g

Ben Mulligan
Legislative Liaison




 UNITED FISHERMEN FALASKA .

211 Fourth Street, 8mia ﬁ@ o
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1172
{907) 586-2820
(907) 463-0545Fax
E-Mail: ufa@ufa«ﬁsh org.
: * www.ufa-fish.org
March 19, 2012

"«‘Representatlve Paul Seaton ‘Co-Chair
 Representati Eric Feige, Co-Chair
~ House Resources Committee
~ Alaska State Legislature
120 4" St, State Capitol, Room 3
‘Juneau AK 99801 1182

‘ RE Support for HB 365 Regardlng Marine Invaswe Species
Dear Co-Chalrmen Seaton & Feige, and Comnuttee Members

; United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) is the largest statewide commercial fishing trade
association, representing 37 commercial fishing organizations participating in fisheries
- throughout the state and its offshore federal waters. UFA member groups have long been
concerned with the number of marine invasive species that have been identified in Alaska or
have the potential to be introduced here. If rapid response capabilities are not established in
advance, or if invasives and their transporting vectors are not identified at early stages, they

pose potentially devastatmg effect on the state’s fishery resources and the livelihoods of
_fishing ﬂeets ~

UFA commends the committee for drawing attention to this issue through sponsorship of HB
365, and we recommend support in the legislature. Thank you for your attention to this issue,
and your support of HB 365.

Sincerely,

2/121( Viﬁsel
Executive Director

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
: Alaska Benng Sea Crabbers ¢ Alaska Crab Coalition * Alaska Independent Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Alaska Independent Tendermen’s Association « Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association ¢ Alaska Scallop Association » Alaska Trollers Association
Alaska Whitefish Trawlers Assomatlon e Aleutlan Pribilof Islands Community Development Association * Armstrong Keta ¢ At-sea Processors Association
Bristol Bay Reserve  Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Developiment Association ¢ Cape Barnabas Inc. » Concerned Area “M” Fishermen
Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association ¢ Cordova District Fishermen United ¢ Crab Group of Independent Harvesters » Douglas Island Pink and Chum
Groundfish Forum ¢ Kenai Peninsula Fishermen's Association * Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association » North Pacific Fisheries Association
~/Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association « Petersburg Vessel Owners Association * Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation
Purse Seine Vessel Owner Association ¢ Seafood Producers Cooperative ¢ Southeast Alaska Herring Conservation Alliance
Southeast Alaska Fisherman's Alliance * Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association ® Southeast Alaska Seiners
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association ¢ United Catcher Boats ¢ United Cook Inlet Drift Association
United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters ¢ Valdez Fisheries Development Association




City and Borough of Sitka

100 Lincoln Street e Sitka, Alaska 99835

Margr59, 2012

Rep. Bill Thomas, Co-Chair
Rep. Bill Stoltze, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Dédr Co-Chiirs THomes and Stolze and Finance Commitice:

City and Borough of Sitka strongly supports House Bill 365, “An Act relating to the rapid
response to, and control of, aquatic invasive species” and requests that HB 365 be
heard and expedited for approval this Session by the Alaska State Legislature. This
legislation is needed now to encourage a high priority response to eradicate dangerous
invasive species before irreparable harm is done to Alaska’s marine environment.

In the almost two years since the invasive tunicate Didemnum Vexillum was identified in

" Sitka’s Whiting Harbor, the first known site in Alaska, the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game has done dive surveys showing the spread of the tunicate and developed a
draft response plan and hopefully this summer will hire an expert environmental firm to
contain and eradicate this invasive with the $500,000 in the Governor's Budget.

This tunicate has caused major habitat losses world wide, with hundreds of miles of
fishing grounds on the East Coast closed to fishing. - Sitka's rich fishing grounds and
prime herring habitat, Sitka’s harbors, and other Alaska waters, are at risk. HB 365
provides for a “Rapid response to, and control of, aquatic invasive species.” This is
exactly what CBS has asked the ADF&G to implement. The most important part of
HB 365 is the direction to State agencies to not just develop response plans but
implement actual containment and eradication, especially for those invasive species
which could devastate Alaska’s fisheries. ThIS priority action requires a coordinated
immediate response by all applicable State and Federal agencies.

. Thank you for your support for affected communities including Sitka to prevent the
spread of invasive species along Alaska's vast high-value coast.

Sincerely
&

i
viunicipal Administrator

cc. Rep. Paul Seaton and Rep. Eric Feige, Co-Chairs, House Resources Committee
Rep. Peggy Wilson and Senator Bert Stedman

Providing for today...preparing for tomorrow

e s sy i 6



Repl Paul Seaton

 Tuesday, March 20, 2’012 4 05 PV
T - lLindaHay ;
| P 365

----—Orlgmal Me.ssage--«- ' ; « :
From: housema'om' email housemc'ornt or l'mcuh‘o hou3emaxom1'y emml@housema\omy org]
Sen? Tuesdoy, March 20 2012 3 50 PM

To: Rep. Paul Seaton

Subject: HB 365, .. .. .

Prom i ,,_‘_

DO NOT REPLY DIRECTLY TO THIS EMAIL your rzply will go to enews@housema jority.org To correspond with the |
author Hit 'Reply’ or ‘Forward’.

Then change the TO address fo gagraz:ano@alaska edu If suspecfed Spam plaase. forward to: supporT@housema xor-n‘y org

From' gagrazianb@alaSka edu

it had The opporfum'i’y to Insten in to the HB 365 hearing Monday, and was xmpr‘essed wn‘h the comments and knowfedge on
invasive species issues in Alaska. Particularly as they pertained to needs for legislation and actions that encompass more
arine specnes and men‘nonmg the mporiance of rapid response funds like Montana s.

From what I have heard thus far it appears that HB 365 will direct chh and Gnme to increase the priority of ra :
' to identified marine invasive species, speclftcally with rapid | r'esponse planning. The Department of Fish and Game
has done a fair amount of planning already in cooperation with multiple agencies. Specifically for aquatic and marine
species. they have an established Aquatic Nuisance Species management plan, Spartina prevention and response plan, a
green crab plan anda plan for Didemnum vexillum. These are in addition to the broad Invasive Weeds and Pests
management plan which fhe. Dlvuswn of Agriculture completed. An obvnous next step to all these plans is implementation.

Sevemlista’res have es'r,ablifs’hed. invasive species councils that coordinate rapid response planning and implemen‘ta’rion :
amongst agencies and stakeholders. Some of the core aspects of invasive species councils are represented in HB 365
through the provisions for response planning and implementation. The Fish and Game and Natural Resources Departments
already have authority to plan for and implement actions related to invasive species. HB 365 essentially tells the Fish and

Game Department that they must mcr-ease the pmorrry of planning and response for new invasive species, however is
limited to marine invasive species.

Established invasive species councils in other states efficiently coordinate planning and management actions amongst all
involved agencies and stakeholders in a defined manner. States with effective programs, include implementation funds
similar to Montana's rapid response fund. An invasive species council was proposed by Representative Craig Johnson in
previous legislative sessions. Examining fiscal notes associated with invasive species council bills could help determine if
more than marine response planning is possible with a similar amount of funding.

G raziano
Invasive Plants Instructor



- v
St




» Rep Paul Seaton : ' :
- FW HB 365 is needed to address Alaska S aquatlc invasnve specues

p. | >CO s
: Sub ct’ , ,B‘~365 ls needed to address Alaska‘s aquatic mvaslve specnes . 3 :

Hello members of the House Resources Commlttee, - |

' Thank you. for proposmg and con51der1ng HB 365 - "An Act relating to the rap1d response to, and control of ’
aquatic mvaswe specres el hope you w111 support this measure.

A.laska s envuonment and the natural resources upon whlch we depend for ]ObS development, tourism, and
 quality of life are under threat by the rapid spread of damaging invasive species. Despite our isolation and -

extreme climate these aggressive ¢ alien species are skilled at hitch-hiking on cargo ships, fishing and pleasure

boats ﬂoat planes heavy eqmpment, vehlcle tlres, commodltles (gravel, straw, mulch, soil), etc. :

As you are likely aware, invasive species cause many billions of dollars of damage each year in the lower 48

and we are just begmmng to see these unpacts in Alaska. The best solution is to prevent the arrival of new

es in the first place with invasive spec1es-ﬁ'ee commod1t1es and good "hygiene" - For example wash the

buat, plane, eqmpment etc. free of any weed seeds or invasive species pnor to arrival in a clean part of
‘Alaska ‘While we need to do more to prevent the spread of invasive species, it is still inevitable that a few will

~ sneak in, Thus it is essential that we have the ability to detect these alien invaders as early as possible and
respond as qmckly as possrble Tlns is known as Early Detection/ Rapid Response (EDRR)

I know its pohtlcally easier to act after everyone recognizes a major problem, but the sooner we can detect and
~ eradicate or control the most damaging species the better - this will save usa tremendous amount of money and
, heartache in the long run.

A specrﬁc example ofa fresh water aquatlc invasive species is Elodea (water weed) which is currently known in
the Fairbanks, Anchorage, and Cordova areas. This plant is easily spread by small fragments. It has the ability
to choke up lakes and slow moving water and degrade salmon spawning habitat. It was recently discovered in
Anchorage's Sand Lake - which is used by float planes. We are very concerned that without action, it will soon
spread to Lake Hood and from there throughout southcentral and southwest Alaska. USFWS biologists
estimate it will cost about $210,000 to plan for and apply aquatic herbicide to Sand Lake - but we believe we
can eradicate the plant from this lake with a three year effort. Note that herbicides are a last resort, but in the

case of this aggressive weed, herbicides represent a much lower ecological cost than allowmg Elodea to take
over and spread.

I read through the text of HB 365 and this proposed bill appears to me to perfectly address the need for ADF&G
to develop an EDRR plan and act in coordination with other state, federal, local, and private entities. Of course
efforts require funding to be successful, but I understand that needs to be addressed separately in a

_<rent process.

I don't see any‘changes that need to be made to this proposed legislation, except that there may be a comma out
: 1



: of lece or word order issue in Sec. 16. 0. 093 (c) that begins on line 5 of page two of the bill. I believe in the o
intent of this sentence, but it doesn't make sense to me the way it is written. Also, perhaps something .
c uld/should be added to this bill to address the i issue of preventlon?

: nsk of asking for too much we need a similar comprehenswe statewide effort to deal with the rap1d -
mvasmn of terrestnal mvas1ve plants DNR has an excellent Invaswe Species Coordmator but more resources; o

f actlve role in preventing the spread of invasive weeds and controlhng the many weeds along state Rights of
,{Wa au'ports snow dumps and gravel pits. :

Please don't hesitate to contact me if I can provide any addntlonal mforma’uon

Thank you

,T;i,xﬁ-stauar‘d

_ Invasive Plant Program Coordinator
Anchorage Park Foundation

~ (907) 347-2214

’Kjeepfing Weeds OUT of the Picture




ate NY p'df compar, on_ hydrllla elodea egena jpg, e
TLW _presentatlon 2 1 11 compressed pptx Conceptual G

SubJect: True rapld response to Hydrllla in upstate NY
Hi CNlPM

travellmg in upstate NY Iast week when | read the attached artlcle in a newspaper, A 65-acre lnfestatlon

ydrllla was found in Cayuga Lake (one of the Finger Lakes) in August and it was treated with Aquathol

. herbicide in October. Not only that, but a task force has formed that already has appealed to the NY State

Leglslature for $1 mrlhon in fundmg to try to kill off the lnfestation completely Hydrilla is a close relative of o
Elodea (see attachy d comparlson) o ‘-

‘ 4Th|s mpresses me b , ause these people seem to understand the need for a truly rapld response. Iwrsh we »
Alaskans could act as qurckly . /
Tl’lSh o

' Trlsh Wurtz

Coordlnator of FHP Invasive Plants /R10 Pes'ﬂcrdes / and R10 Forest Health Monitoring Programs
USDA Forest Servuce, Forest Health Protection

3700 Airport Way, Farrbanks, Alaska 99709

907-451-2799

| twurtz@fs fed. us

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
: , ~ 1



: ';k - House Resources Commlttee
- ;QState Capltol Room 102
’ Juneau, AK 99801-1182

- RE:vTrout U’nli'rnit,ed[sunportsHB 365‘
DearﬁRepresentatives ‘Seat‘on and Fiege,

Trout Unllmlted (”TU") isa natlonal nonproflt conservation orgamzatlon dedlcated to the
protection of coldwater fisheries and their habltats Through our offices in Juneau, Anchorage

_and Dillingham and in conjunction with over 800 members and vo|unteers throughout the
state, we have long partlupated in efforts to protect the valuable and still intact coldwater

! flshery resources in Alaska. ,

- We have also Iong been concerned with the toll aquatic invasive species have taken on fish

. stocks in other parts of the country and around the world. As demonstrated tlme and again

_theycan,ina short amount of time, threaten both sport and commercial Fsherles and takea
sigmﬁcant ecologlcal and economlc toll on our states resources.

-~ We are wntmg to you in support of HB 365, authorizing the Department of Fish and Game to
take measures to combat i invasive aquatlc species in a timely and appropriate fashion. Our
commercial and sport fishing, as well as our mariculture industries, are too valuable to put at
risk by delaying immediate action when it comes to marine aquatic invasive species.

Thank you very much for your time on this extremely important matter.

Sincerely,

/,:M

Tim antol/AIaska Program Director

Trout Unlimited: America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization
Alaska Office: 419 Sixth Street, Suite 200 / Juneau, AK / 99801
(907) 586.2588 ¢ Fax: (907) 463.3312 ¢ www.tu.org



‘ms,«regulatory co-:
s Department of

of Tompldnk (-Zounty,rsa!dﬁl :
winter has: doneveryliu:leto lmpacF

K Watem’l’reatment Plan\:a
- task force nskedﬂw sweforﬁmds
 Jaf:31, but members drestill await>
ing a response, Johnston said she
" 13 hopeful the state will contglbute
" some money.to the project..
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il “(Invasive species) affect our quality

| oflife. And once they're here,
thereis no redoing it. They're here
permanently.”

—Wisconsin Rep. Cory Mason



