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M eetin g  S c r ip t -  M o n d a y , J a n u a r y  23 -  SB 137

CHAIRM AN M EY ER
The Senate E ducation  C om m ittee m eeting  is called  to order.

T oday is M onday, January  23, and  the tim e is 8:00 a.m . In  attendance are:

• C o-C hair Thom as

• Senator D avis

•  Senator S tevens

• Senator F rench

• and m yself, Senator M eyer.

W e have a quorum  to  conduct business.

W elcom e everyone! This is the first m eeting  o f  the Senate E ducation  C om m ittee, 
for the 2 nd Session o f  the 27 th A laska L eg is la tu re .

A s a short recap, last session  w e heard  a to tal o f  9 bills — 8 o f  w hich  w e m oved  out 
o f  com m ittee. W e held  O N E o f  the bills, Senator D av is’ and Senator F ren ch ’s 
p rek indergarten  school p rogram s bill (SB 6). In future hearings th is session, w e w ill 
take up the subject o f  early  ch ildhood education, at w hich  tim e the com m ittee w ill 
have an opportunity  to rev isit SB 6. A lso, w e w ill have a presen tation  on th is 
subject on  W ednesday in a jo in t hearing  w ith  the H ouse E ducation  Com m ittee.

So, w ith  tha t said, today  the com m ittee w ill hear SEN A TE B ILL  137, Senator 
D av is’ SU IC ID E  A W A R E N E SS  A N D  PR E V E N T IO N  bill. O ur general practice 
has been  to hear a b ill during one m eeting, and  hold  it over and m ove it out o f  
com m ittee at a fo llow ing  m eeting. H O W E V E R , th is is a pretty  straightforw ard  
p iece o f  legislation, and so our intention, or H O PE , is to m ove th is b ill out today, 
and on to its nex t com m ittee o f  referral.

Senator D avis, w ould  you like to  in troduce your leg islation?

{ S e n a t o r  D a v i s ,  s h e ’ l l  r e q u e s t  T o m  O b e r m e y e r  c o m e  f o r w a r d }
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M r. O berm eyer, p lease p u t y o u rse lf  on the record  and go ahead w ith  the 
in troduction  o f  SEN A TE B IL L  137.

A re there  any com m ents, questions, d iscussion  am ongst com m ittee m em bers? 

{ C o m m i t t e e  Q u e s t i o n s }

A ny further com m ents, questions, d iscussion? Seeing none, w e w ill now  open up 
the m eeting  for pub lic  testim ony.

S igned up in the audience w e h a v e _______________________________ . D o you care to
testify  on SB 137 today? (Might be on the list for questions only)

Please com e forw ard, pu t y o u rse lf  on the record  and proceed  w ith  your testim ony.

{ A u d i e n c e  T e s t i m o n y }

T hank  you. A re there any questions or com m ents from  com m ittee m em bers? 
S e n a to r  T h o m as?

{ C o m m i t t e e  Q u e s t i o n s }

A re there any further questions from  com m ittee m em bers? Seeing none, w e ’ll go to 
the folks online; w e h a v e ___________________________. D o you  care to testify  on SB
137?

Please pu t y o u rse lf  on the record  and proceed.

{ T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  T e s t i m o n y }

T hank you. A re there any questions or com m ents from  com m ittee m em bers? 
S e n a to r  T h o m a s?
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{ C o m m i t t e e  Q u e s t i o n s }

T hank you. Is there anyone else w ishing to testify?

Seeing no one else, w e w ill close p u b lic  te s tim o n y  and allow  the com m ittee an 
opportunity  to d iscuss the bill.

{ C o m m i t t e e  Q u e s t i o n s / C o m m e n t s / D i s c u s s i o n }

Is there any o ther d iscussion? C om m ents? Q uestions?

W hat is the w ill o f  the com m ittee? S e n a to r  T h o m as?

SENATOR THOM AS
M r. C hair, I m ove tha t w e m ove SB 137 from  com m ittee w ith  individual 
recom m endations and attached  fiscal note.

SENATOR M EY ER
Seeing no objection, SB 137 is m oved  from  com m ittee.

O ur next m eeting  w ill be W ednesday, January 25th  at 8:00 a.m ., in  ro o m  124 o f  
th e  C a p ito l (R a m o n a  B a rn e s  C o m m itte e  R oom ). T his is a  JO IN T  M E E T IN G  
w ith  the H O U SE  E D U C A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E. W e w ill be hearing  from  the
A lask a  E a r ly  C h ild h o o d  C o o rd in a tin g  C o u n c il, the group tha t w as form ed last 
year to look at the various early  ch ildhood education program s th roughout the state, 
and w ill be reporting  the ir findings to us. The Senate C om m ittee w ill adjourn at 
9:00 a.m. as usual, however w e are invited  to stay th roughou t the rem ainder o f  the 
H o u se’s com m ittee m eeting.

W ith  that, w e are ad journed a t ___________________ a.m.
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TESTIMONY 1/23/2012

ORGANIZATIONS /
• C L A R K  F L A T T ,  P R E S I D E N T / C E O / F O U N D E R - T H E  J A S O N  F O U N D A T I O N  

( T E N N I S E E )

• A N N  S C H A A K  ( s h a c k ) ,  L C S W ,  J A S O N  F O U N D A T I O N / N O R T H  S T A R  B E H A V I O R A L  

H E A L T H  ( A N C H P R A G E )

• J A M E S  B I E L A  ( b e e - e l l a ) ,  A M E R I C A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  

( L O W E R  K U S K O K W I M  S D )

• S H A R O N  S T R U T Z - N O R T O N  ( s t r u t s - n o r t o n ) ,  R N ,  A K  S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  

C O U N C I L ,  A M E R I C A N  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  ( H O M E R )

• W I L L I A M  M A R T I  N ^ C H  A I R M A N ,  S T A T E W I D E  S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  C O U N C I L

• K A T E  B U R K H A R T  ( b i r k - h a r t ) ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ,  S T A T E W I D E  S U I C I D E  

P R E V E N T I O N  C O U N C I L

ADMINISTRATION
• L E S  M O R S E ,  D E P U T Y  D I R E C T O R ,  D E P T .  O F  E D U C A T I O N

• C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N L E Y ,  D E P T .  O F  E D U C A T I O N

• E L I Z A B E T H  N U D E L M A N ,  F I N A N C E ,  D E P T .  O F  E D U C A T I O N

• D I A N E  C A S T O ,  D E P T .  H E A L T H  &  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S




