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P r e s s  R e l e a s e

HOUSE OK'S BILL HELPING LOCAL EMERGENCY AGENCIES
H B  2 1 9  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  u p f r o n t  f u n d i n g  t o  h e l p  o f f s e t  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s

W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 1 2 ,  J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  - T h e  A laska  H ouse to d a y  u n a n im o u s ly  passed leg is la tio n  
by R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Eric F e ig e  to  h e lp  c o m m u n itie s  b e tte r  p ro v id e  fire  an d  e m e rg e n c y  serv ices  to  res id en ts .

H ouse Bill 2 1 9  a llo w s  local fire  and  e m e rg e n c y  m ed ica l serv ices  to  co llec t p a y m e n ts  u p -fro n t, o r a n n u a lly , 
fro m  c o m m u n ity  m e m b e rs  as a fo rm  o f p re p a y m e n t fo r serv ices . T h e  p a y m e n ts  w ou ld  a llo w  th e  
o rg a n iz a tio n  p ro v id in g  th e  s e rv ic e  to  ra ise  n eed ed  o p e ra tin g  fu n d s  to  b e tte r  p ro te c t th e  c o m m u n ity .

"O fte n  th e  la rg e s t costs th e s e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  h a v e  a re  d a ily  costs such as kee p in g  th e  h e a t on and  p ay ing  
p ro p e rty  and  lia b ility  in s u ra n c e ,"  F e ig e , R -C h ic k a io o n , sa id . "T h e y  h a v e  to  pay  th e s e  costs e v e n  w h e n  th e y  
a re n 't  ru n n in g  calls  th a t  g e n e ra te  re v e n u e ."

U n d e r c u rre n t s ta tu te , it is th e  o p in io n  o f th e  A laska  D iv is ion  o f In s u ra n c e  th a t  th is  ty p e  o f a c tiv ity  is 
d e e m e d  in su ran ce  and  is re g u la te d  by th a t  d iv is io n . "H B  2 1 9  w ill c la r ify  th a t  c o m m u n ity  based fire  and  
a m b u la n c e  serv ices  a c c e p tin g  a d o n a tio n  and  th e n  p ro v id in g  serv ice  a t  no c h a rg e  is n o t in su ran ce  and  is 
n o t re g u la te d  by th e  d iv is io n ,"  F e ig e  s a id . "Th is  bill w ill h e lp  A laskan s  re c e iv e  b e tte r  e m e rg e n c y  serv ices  in 
th e ir  c o m m u n itie s , m a k in g  th e m  m o re  v ia b le  and  s u s ta in a b le ."

T h e  bill now  m o ves  to  th e  A laska  S e n a te  fo r  c o n s id e ra tio n .

For m o re  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t R ep. Fe ig e 's  o ffice  4 6 5 -5 4 4 6
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