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Representative Lance Pruitt
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Sponsor S ta tem ent

H B  197 (E N E )
H O M E  E N E R G Y  R A T IN G  S Y S T E M

Non-governmental third parties are currently attempting to get themselves identified in 
federal legislation as the Home Energy Rating System verifying agency. The third 
parties would therefore control state policy on this issue. Based on the investment that 
Alaska has made through the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) in 
developing its own Home Energy Rating System, it seems appropriate that Alaska should 
run the program, not a non-governmental third party.

HB 197 authorizes the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) to act as the 
authorizing agency relative to approving any Home Energy Rating System (HERS) to be 
utilized in the state. This will enable AHFC to ensure that any HERS utilized in Alaska 
is appropriate for Alaska climates. In addition, AFIFC would be able to verify 
appropriate software for national recognition. The HERS is directly related to measuring 
a home’s ability to meet the Building Energy Efficiency Standards (BEES), which are 
required by state law.
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M E M O R A N D U M A pril 7, 2011

SUBJECT: Sectional Sum m ary  o f  C S H B  197(FIN ) 
(W ork  O rder N o. 27 -L S 0628\B )

TO:

FROM:

R epresen ta tive  L ance P ru itt 
A ttn : Jerem iah  C am pbell

L isa M oritz  K irsch 
L eg isla tive C ounsel

Y ou have requested  a  sectional sum m ary  o f  the  above-described  bill.

A s a p re lim in ary  m atter, note that a sectional sum m ary  o f  a bill should  not be considered 
an  au tho rita tive  in terp re ta tion  o f  the bill and the bill itse lf  is the best statem ent o f  its 
con ten ts. I f  you  w ould  like an in terp re ta tion  o f  the bill as it m ay app ly  to a particu lar set 
o f  c ircum stances, p lease  advise.

Section 1. D esignates the A laska  H ousing  F inance C orpora tion  as the authorizing 
agency  to app rove hom e energy  rating  system s used in A laska, and includes a legislative 
find ing  that reco g n itio n  o f  the  A laska  H ousing  F inance C orpo ra tion  as A laska's 
au tho riz ing  agency  serves a public  pu rpose  in benefiting  the people  o f  A laska.

Section 2. P rov ides an effec tive  date o f  Ju ly  1, 2 0 1 1.
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Representative Lance Pruitt
C o -C h a ir, H ouse E nergy C om m ittee

S u m m ary  o f  Changes fro m  H B  197 V e rs ion  A  to C S H B  197 (F IN ) V ers ion  B

H B  197
H om e E nergy R a ting  Systems

Changed “may” to “shall on page 1 line 9. This change was made to clearly define 
AHFC’s scope of responsibility.

Removed “any” from page 1 line 9. There was concern that having “any” in the bill 
would put homebuilders, who used a system that wasn’t approved, in violation of the law.

Changed “system” to “systems” on page 1 line 10. This was done to imply that more 
than one system may be approved for use in the state.

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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M arch 31, 20! I

R epresentative Pruitt 
S tate Capital B uilding 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1 182

Rc; Support o f  H B -197

R epresentative Pruitt

O n b eh a lf  o f  the A SH B A  (A laska State Hom e B uild ing A ssociation) w e w rite you this 
letter stating our support for HB-197 (H om e E nergy R ating System ).

The A SH B A  is an organization  that w orks and operates in the private sector o f  the 
construction  industry. The association curren tly  has 700 plus m em bers w ork ing  and 
operating throughout the State.

W e feel it is the appropriate time for the introduction and passage o f  H B-197. We feel 
this bill will assist the construction  com m unity  as well as the public in es tab lish ing  good 
energy standards for our state.

W e apprecia te you taking the time to sponsor th is legislation and if  you need help 
through testim ony or o ther please do not hesita te  to ask.

Thank you.

D ave O w ens Alan W ilson Paul M ichelsohn Jr.
President C o-C hair C o-C hair
A SH BA  Legislative C om m ittee Legislative C om m ittee
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March 28,2011 i
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The Honorable Neal Foster, Co-fchair 
House Special Committee on Energy 
Alaska Capitol, Room 434 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 j

The Honorable Lance Pruitt, Co-Chair 
House Special Committee on Energy 
Alaska Capitol, Room 421 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Co-Chairs Foster and Pruitt:

AARP Alacfca T 1-866-227-7447
3601 C  Street F  307-341-2270 ‘
Suite 1 4 2 0 -  TTY F877-434-7598
Anchorage, AK 99503 www.aarp.org/ak

— — —

R]Z: HB 197 (Pruitt)—Support

On behalf of the members of AARP in Alaska, we encourage you anc your colleagues on the House 
Special Committee on Energy to support HB 197, sponsored by Co-Cjhair Pruitt.

AARP supported the expansion i >f the home energy program authored by Senator Hoffinan and 
carried out over the past several /ears by the Alaska Housing Financej Corporation. At that time we 
called the legislation “historic” for the impact it would have on the wallets of our members as well 
as Alaskans of all ages, 1

Since that time, we have heard nothing but extremely positive comments from Alaskans who are 
now saving significant amounts of money on their utility bills and all of us can be proud of the 
energy being saved by Alaskans who have had their homes audited by a rater and then complied 
with their recommendations. f

AHFC developed a cadre of trained raters and a system that could be jised statewide for accurate 
ratings. This is a system that works well and has been used by thousands of Alaskans in every part 
of our state.

HB 197 would officially recognize AHFC as our home energy rating System authorizing agency.

We know that citizens often complain about “the government.” We dbn’t know anyone who 
complains about AHFC and the good work they have done on wcathcrization and home energy 
savings. AHFC serves, in AARP’s opinion, as an agency that has its pet together. They know their 
mission and they know how to accomplish it.

AARP requests an “AYE” vote on HB 197.
I

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to Contact me (586-3637) or 
Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314). [

HEALTH/ FINANCES / CONNECTING / GIVING / ENJOYING
Jennie Chin Hansen, President
Addison Barry Rand, Chief Executive Officer

http://www.aarp.org/ak
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Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 j
586-3637 (voice) 1

463-3580 (fax) .

CC: Representative Lynn
Representative Olson 
Representative Saddler 
Representative Peterson 
Representative Tuck 
Senator Hoffman




