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It is the intent o f  the Legislature that the five agency or non-public members o f the Alaska 
Community and Public Transportation Advisory Board be filled by designees with the direct 
expertise and programmatic responsibilities in their respective agency related to the delivery of 
transportation services.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a t h y  M u n o z

HB131: Community & Transportation Advisory Board

House Bill 131 creates a Com m unity and Transportation A dvisory Board which 
will assist in the development and procedural recom m endations for existing 
program s o f state, federal and local agencies that provide community-based 
transportation services. Public and com m unity transportation is integral in 
connecting com munities, supporting development and serving our most vulnerable 
constituents.

The designation o f  this board is a recom m endation from the G overnor’s 
Coordinated Transportation Task Force which was released in the February 2010 
Recom mendations Report. The board will continue efforts to address public and 
com munity transportation and help fill the gap in transportation for individuals 
who require more specialized travel -  senior citizens, low income individuals, 
persons w ith disabilities, and those who are transit-dependent.

The board will consist o f  13 members from departments w ithin state and local 
governments, Denali Commission, A laska M ental H ealth Trust Authority, non­
profits, and those with expertise in transportation needs for senior citizens, persons 
w ith disabilities, and transit-dependent individuals. This broad range o f 
m embership will facilitate com m unication and strategies that will benefit 
com munities o f all sizes.

HB131 has support from the A laska M obility Coalition, the G overnor’s Council 
on Disabilities and Special Education, A dvisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse, the A laska Comm ission on Aging, A laska M ental H ealth Trust Authority, 
A laska Brain Injury Network, and the Alaska Suicide Prevention Council.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a t h y  M u n o z

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Bill Stoltze
Finance Co-Chair

CC: Janies Armstrong
Finance Committee Aide

FROM: Representative Cathy

DATE: March 23, 2011

RE: Changes in CS HB 131 (TRA)

Two amendments were adopted in House Transportation.

(1) Page 3, line 7 the language “or is otherwise unable to serve” was added to allow Board 
members the ability to petition the Governor to be removed from the board for 
circumstances which are outside the control of a member and beyond the already stated 
reason for missing more than two meetings.

(2) Page 4, section (c) (2) -  adding language which directs the Board to review federal 
funding sources and report to the legislature if there are changes in the funding. This 
language was added because there was concern about keeping track of the federal 
funding since the majority of the funding for this Board is coming from federal receipts.
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SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Sectional summary of HB 131 (Work Order No. 27-LS0418\M)

Representative Cathy Munoz 
Attn: Kendra Kloster

Brian J. Kane g t T K .
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of LIB 131, a bill establishing the Alaska 
Community and Public Transportation Advisory Board and relating to a long-range 
community and public transportation plan.

Please note that a sectional summary of a bill is not an authoritative interpretation of a 
bill. The bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill requires the commissioner to prepare and revise a long-range plan 
for community and public transportation and consult with the Alaska Community and 
Public Transportation Advisory Board in drafting the plan. It also establishes the 
advisory board and lists the powers and duties of the board.

Section 2 of the bill makes a change to conform with the December 31, 2016, sunset date 
of the advisory board.

Section 3 o f the bill sunsets the advisory board on December 31, 2016.

Section 4 of the bill relates to the initial appointment of members of the advisory board. 

Sections 5 and 6 o f the bill state effective dates for the bill.
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E xcerp ted  f ro m  th e  F eb ru a ry  11, 2010 G o ve rn o rs  C o o rd in a te d  T ra n s p o rta t io n  Task Force E xecu tive  

S u m m a ry  Long T e rm  R e co m m e n d a tio n s :

"T h e  G o v e rn o r 's  C o o rd in a te d  T ra n s p o rta t io n  Task Force (CTTF), tasked  u n d e r A d m in is tra tiv e  O rd e r 243 

to  " fa c ilita te  and enhance  th e  c o o rd in a tio n  and in te g ra tio n  o f  c o m m u n ity -b a se d  pu b lic  tra n s p o rta tio n  

services fo r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  persons w ith  specia l needs," is pleased to  p re sen t th is  R e com m en da tion s  

R epo rt to  th e  S ta te  fo r  c o n s id e ra tio n  and im p le m e n ta tio n .

R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  -  Long T e rm

The CTTF re c o m m e n d s  th a t:

I. The S tate o f  A laska en ac t a s ta tu te  th a t  es tab lishes, enab les  and req u ire s  c o o rd in a tio n  o f  c o m m u n ity -  

based tra n s p o rta t io n  services th a t  u tilize  s ta te  and fe d e ra l g ra n t fu n d in g . The s ta tu te  w o u ld :

A . E s tab lish  a G o v e rn o r-a p p o in te d  C o o rd in a te d  T ra n s p o rta tio n  C o m m iss io n , co m p o se d  o f  a b ro a d  

c ross -se c tion  o f  agenc ies w ith  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  tra n s p o r ta t io n ,  re la te d  h u m a n  serv ices, and 

ad vo ca te s  fo r  spec ia l p o p u la tio n s . The C o m m iss io n  w o u ld  be  e s ta b lish e d  fo r  a fo u r-y e a r  p e r io d , w ith  a 

re v ie w  a t th a t  ju n c tu re  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  to  c o n tin u e  o r  to  sun se t th e  C o m m iss io n . T h is w o u ld  be 

a c c o m p a n ie d  by  a fu n d in g  c o m m itm e n t t h a t  w i l l  n o t  n e g a tiv e ly  im p a c t th e  e x is tin g  l im ite d  fu n d in g  fo r  

p u b lic  tra n s p o r ta t io n  a c t iv it ie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te . The C om m iss ion w o u ld :

O versee, im p le m e n t, assess and p e rio d ic a lly  up da te  th e  C o o rd ina te d  T ra n s p o rta tio n  A c tio n  Plan 

g e n e ra te d  by th e  re c o n s titu te d  CTTF, w h ich  brings to  f ru it io n  th e  re co m m e n d a tio n s  g e n e ra te d  in th is  

re p o rt...

C o n tin u e  to  id e n tify , c o o rd in a te  and leverage c o lle c tive  s ta te  agency resources so th a t  th e y  are m ost 

e ff ic ie n t ly  and e ffe c tiv e ly  p ro v id in g  tra n s p o rta t io n  services to  persons w ith  specia l needs

C o n tin ue  to  id e n tify  and address ba rrie rs  to  c o o rd in a tio n  in a d d itio n  to  tho se  id e n tif ie d  and addressed 

in th is  re p o r t  as th e  c o o rd in a te d  sys tem  evo lves and m a tu res .

A dvo ca te  fo r  a u n ifo rm  bu dg e tin g  s tru c tu re  th a t  tracks  and re p o rts  tra n s p o rta t io n  e x p e n d itu re s  on s ta te  

c lien ts .

S ta te  agency tra c k in g  and re p o r t in g  on tra n s p o rta tio n  e x p e n d itu re s  is essen tia l to  e ffe c tiv e , m easurab le  

c o o rd in a tio n  and leverag ing  s ta te  resources. Such da ta  co lle c te d , up da te d , used and shared w ill m ee t 

fe d e ra l acco u n tin g  re q u ire m e n ts , fa c il ita te  c o o rd in a tio n  and he lp  best leverage s ta te  resources. S ta te- 

fu n d e d  e x p e n d itu re s  on  hum an serv ice  pu b lic  tra n s p o rta t io n  id e n tifie d  th ro u g h  th is  tra c k in g  m echan ism  

can be used as m a tch  m o n e y  to  increase th e  a v a ila b ility  o f  fe d e ra l fu n d in g  fo r  tra n s p o rta tio n .

D eve lop and estab lish  p e rfo rm a n c e  m easures th a t  id e n tify  e n tit ie s  th a t  rece ive  any ty p e  o f  pub lic  

fu n d in g  and m easure  c o o rd in a tio n  e ffo r ts  th ro u g h  a s ta te w id e  da ta  base.

P e rfo rm a nce  m easures need to  spe c ifica lly  address and eva lua te  th e  e ffec tive ness  o f c o o rd in a tin g  and 

p ro v id in g  t ra n s p o rta t io n  services fo r  peop le  w ith  specia l needs, w h ich  are m easures th a t  w o u ld  look



q u a n tif ia b ly  d if fe re n t  and poss ib ly  in a d d itio n  to  s tan da rd  tra n s it  m ea su re m en ts  ty p ic a lly  used tod ay . 

E m erg ing le g is la tio n  fro m  Congress is es tab lish ing  p e rfo rm a n ce  m ea su re m en ts  as a new  re q u ire m e n t o f 

v ir tu a lly  eve ry  fe d e ra lly  fu n d e d  p ro g ra m . This re c o m m e n d a tio n  also recogn izes th a t  m easuring  

pe rfo rm a n ce  w ill be a new  re q u ire m e n t fo r  m any agencies.

A rt ic u la te  issues o f  p o licy  and de c is io n -m a k in g  c r ite r ia  associa ted w ith  c o o rd in a tio n  plan 

im p le m e n ta tio n .

D eve lop a m in im u m  tax ica b  s ta n d a rd  fo r  s ta te -o w n e d  fa c ilit ie s  such as a irp o rts  and fe rr ie s  to  ensure  

th o se  w ith  d isa b ilitie s  are n o t ove rlo o ke d .

S ta te -o w n e d  fe r ry  o r  a irp o rt  te rm in a ls  are a m a jo r d e s tin a tio n  fo r  ta x i businesses. To ensure  tho se  w ith  

d isa b ilitie s  a re  n o t o ve rlo o ke d , g e n e ra te  access ib ility  s tan dard s  o r  re g u la tio n s  fo r  tax ica b  businesses 

serv ing  s ta te -o w n e d  fa c ilit ie s , w h ic h  inc ludes a p ro v is io n  fo r  p e rm itte d  use o f des igna ted  p ickup  and 

d ro p  o f f  zones. A lte rn a te  s tra teg ies  inc lude  a re c o m m e n d a tio n  fo r  local g o v e rn m e n t tax i codes th a t 

es tab lish  m in im u m  cap ac ity  fo r  accessib le tax icabs and estab lish  a basic s tan da rd  in s ta te  law.

G ove rno rs  C o o rd in a te d  T ra n s p o rta tio n  Task Force

Id e n tify  and address ba rrie rs  to  c o o rd in a tio n  associa ted w ith  veh ic le  insurance, in c lud in g  cost, jo in t  

cove rage , p o licy  w r it in g , and th e  sha ring  o f  p u b lic ly  fu n d e d  tra n s p o rta t io n  veh ic le  assets.

P repare  an annua l re p o rt to  th e  S ta te  Leg is la ture  th a t  sum m arizes  th e  s ta tus  o f  c o o rd in a te d  

tra n s p o rta t io n  w ith in  th e  s ta te  and m ake re co m m e n d a tio n s  as a p p ro p r ia te ."



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD 

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 1 1 -0 2

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH TRANSPORTATION 
ADVISORY BOARD IN  SUPPORT OF TRANSIT COORDINATION AND STATE 
HOUSE BILL 1 3 1 .__________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, T he G o v e rn o r  h a s  s i g n e d  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O r d e r  #243

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f

c o m m u n ity -b a s e d  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t

o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, T he M a ta n u s k a  S u s i t n a  B o ro u g h  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

A d v is o r y  B o a rd  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t r a n s i t

c o o r d i n a t i o n  f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  u s e r s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, C o o r d i n a t i o n  i s  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  p e o p l e  t o  i m p o r t a n t

d e s t i n a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  j o b s  a n d  m e d ic a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, C o o r d i n a t i o n  m eans w o rk in g  w i t h  t r a n s i t  p r o v i d e r s ,

hum an s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s ,  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,

v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  t o  b r o a d e n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

o p t i o n s  b y  w ay o f  m o d e s , r o u t e s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e r s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, C o o r d i n a t i o n  e n s u r e s  c o n n e c t i v i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e s e

o p t i o n s ;  a n d

WHEREAS H o u se  B i l l  131 p r o p o s e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  A la s k a  

C om m unity  a n d  P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A d v is o r y  B o a rd  a s  w e l l  a s  a  

l o n g - r a n g e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e r v e  t h e  

p u b l i c  i n  a n  e f f i c i e n t  m a n n e r , b o t h  f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d  i n  s e r v i c e  

t i m e l i n e s s  t h e  M a ta n u s k a  S u s i t n a  B o ro u g h  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A d v is o r y  

s u p p o r t s  t r a n s i t  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u se  B i l l  1 3 1 .

Page 1 of 2 R eso lu tio n  S e r ia l  No. 11-02
Pln\BStC\TAB\Reso\2011\Reso 11-02 T ra n s it C oord ina tion .docx



ADOPTED b y  t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o ro u g h  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

A d v is o r y  B o a rd  t h i s  2 3 r d  d a y  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  2 0 1 1 .

'U h l r
M ic h a e l  C am ^> fie ld , C h a i r

ATTEST:

Page 2 o f 2 R eso lu tio n  S e r ia l  No. 11-02
Pln\B&C\TAB\Reso\2011\Reso 11-02 T ra n s it  C oord ina tion .docx



trowing Stronger Advisory Board on Alcoholism 
and Drug Abusefrom the Alaska Commission on Aging

, - Statewide Suicide 
- Prevention Council

(  brain in jury  
t 1 network

3mbbThe Alaska Mental Health 
Trust Authority Governor’s Council on Disabilities 

and  Special Education Alaska M ental Health Board

Coordinated Transportation for Alaskans

Working w ith  the Alaska M ob ility  Coalition (AMC), th e  Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special 
Education, Alaska Mental Health Board, Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and the Alaska 
Commission on Aging, in collaboration w ith  the  Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, the Alaska 
Brain Injury Network and the Alaska Suicide Prevention Council, have identified  as tw o  of the ir jo in t 
priorities, the creation o f legislation addressing the role of public and com m unity transportation in 
Alaska and the establishment o f a permanent Coordinated Transportation Commission. The partner 
boards also support the creation of a statewide fund fo r public and com m unity transportation in 
Alaska. Following are overviews of these priorities:

Creation o f legislation identify ing 1) the role o f public and comm unity transportation in Alaska and
2) establishing a permanent commission to  address public and com m unity transportation in Alaska. 
Alaska does not have enabling statutes w ith in  state law tha t define the state's role in public and 
com m unity transportation. This role should be defined and developed to  serve all public and 
com m unity transportation users -  including Alaskans w ith  disabilities. Additionally, in July 2010, 
Governor Parnell signed an adm inistrative order reestablishing a statewide task force on public and 
com m unity transportation in Alaska tha t has a sunset provision (January 2012). The AMC and the 
partner boards believe a permanent commission w ill be needed to  address the ongoing 
transportation needs o f Alaskans across the state.

Creation o f a statewide fund fo r public and com m unity transportation in Alaska. Alaska is one of 
only three states tha t does not provide operating support fo r public transportation. Therefore, in 
Alaska, the burden shifts to local governments, tribal governments, and non-profits to partner with the 
federal government to provide these services. In some cases, transit agencies have had to turn down 
federal money because they did not have the match funds available. This has had an impact on all users of 
public transportation, particularly in tough economic times when bus fares have increased and hours of 
service have been cut back. The boards support requesting $3 million dollars to partner with local transit 
systems, with a match requirement (in kind or cash) for transit systems to participate in the program.

8/18/10



Alaska
M o b il i ty

Achieving mobility through community appropriate transportation services

3705 Arctic Blvd #1 777 
Anchorage, AK 99503.

907 -240 -2702

F ebruary  15, 2011

R epresen ta tive  C athy  M unoz 
S tate C ap ito l R oom  403 
Juneau  A K , 99801

D ear R ep resen ta tive  M unoz:

O n b e h a lf  o f  the A laska  M ob ility  C oalition  (A M C ), w e s trong ly  suppo rt H B  131 (A laska 
C om m u n ity  and P ublic T ranspo rta tion  A dviso ry  B oard).

T he A M C  is a private, n o n -p ro fit m em bersh ip  o rgan iza tion  tha t rep resen ts and advocates 
fo r p u b lic  and com m unity  transpo rta tion  in A laska. T he A M C  has n ine ty  seven m em bers 
ac ro ss  the  sta te from  B ethe l to  P rince o f  W ales Island. T he A M C  m em bersh ip  provides 
over seven  m illion  rides annually  for A laskans to  get to  w ork , school, shopp ing  trips, 
rec rea tional oppo rtun ities and  m edical appo in tm en ts. F or m ore  in fo rm ation  on the A M C , 
I h av e  linked  in fo rm ation  from  o u r w ebsite  for you r rev iew  
('h ttp ://w w w .alaskam obilitv .o rgJ

In th e  fall o f  2008, fo rm er G overno r S arah Palin  signed an adm in istra tive  o rder creating  
the  G o v ern o r’s C oord ina ted  T ransporta tion  T ask  Force. I have linked  copy  o f  the final 
rep o rt fo r you r review .
(h ttp ://w w w .do t.s ta te .ak .u s/s tw dp lng /c ttf/docs/C T T F  recom m endations report signed 0 
21101 .pdf) T he G overnor ta sk  force recom m ended  and w e agree, th a t the re  needs to  be a 
p erm anen t vo ice  at the sta te level to  m ake sta te agencies to  w ork  together to  share 
in fo rm ation  and resources on  coord ina ted  transporta tion  in A laska.

T h an k  you  fo r you r effo rts in  supporting  transit in A laska. I look  fo rw ard  to  w ork ing  
w ith  you  and  the A laska  leg isla tu re on your legislation  during  the cu rren t session.

S incerely ,

D av id  M . Levy 
E xecu tive  D irec to r

www.alaskamobilitv.orQ a laska m o b ility@ g m a il.co m

http://www.alaskamobilitv.orgJ
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/cttf/docs/CTTF
http://www.alaskamobilitv.orQ
mailto:alaskamobility@gmail.com


D E PT . O F  H E A L T H  A S O C IA L  SERVICES

Alaska Commission on Aging

SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX 110693
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0693 
PHONE: (907) 465-3250
FAX: (907) 465-1398

M arch 16, 2011

The Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair 
House Transportation Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 408 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

S ub ject: S u p p o rt fo r  HB 1 3 1 , A laska C o m m u n ity  and Public T ran sp o rta tio n  A dvisory Board

DearChair Wilson:

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) is pleased to  o ffe r our support o f HB 131 tha t would establish a permanent 
Governor-appointed Coordinated Transportation Commission to address the ongoing com m unity transportation 
needs o f all Alaskans, specifically o lder Alaskans and Alaskans w ith physical and cognitive disabilities. This advisory 
board would be responsible fo r developing a long-range coordinated transportation plan tha t would include 
partic ipating in policy-making decisions related to  m obility of seniors and people w ith  disabilities, identifying barriers 
related to  com m unity transportation, encouraging regional transportation planning to  maximize lim ited resources 
and im proving efficiencies, and providing assistance w ith  coordinating resources to  improve transportation services 
fo r people w ith  special needs.

Transportation is one of the top needs consistently identified in statewide surveys o f senior needs, including the 
elder-senior com m unity forums and a statew ide senior survey recently conducted by ACoA to  determine priority 
concerns o f o lder Alaskans. Seniors identified transportation not only as a barrier to  accessing health care services 
but also as a factor leading to  social isolation tha t prevents seniors from  taking part in com m unity life.

W ith  the  graying of Alaska's population, there w ill be an increasing number o f older Alaskans who depend on 
reliable, safe, and accessible m obility options to  take them  to medical appointments, work, and volunteer 
placements, to the senior center fo r lunch, shopping and other purposes. Community transportation is a life-line fo r 
seniors and people w ith  disabilities to  ensure a health quality o f life. Planning fo r e ffective transportation and 
effic ient use o f resources tha t serves all Alaskans is an investment in our future.

Thank you fo r your consideration and support o f HB 131. Please contact Denise Daniello, ACoA's executive director 
(465-4879 o r denise.da niello@alaska.govi should you require additional in fo rm ation about our position.

< u n r o r o k /  e' " ----------

Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director

Cc: Vice-Chair lance Pruitt
Representative Eric Feige 
Representative Craig Johnson

Representative Max Gruenberg 
Representative Pete Peterson 
Representative Cathy Muhoz
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AARP Alaska
3601 C Street 
Suite 1420

T 1-866-227-7447 
F, 907-341-2270 
TTY 1-877-434-7598

Anchorage, AK 99503

March 14,2011

T he H onorab le  P eg g y  W ilson , C hair 
H ouse T ranspo rta tion  C om m ittee 
A laska  S tate C apito l, R o o m  408 
Juneau , A K  99801 -1182

RE: H B 131 (M unoz)—S upport

D ear C h a ir  W ilson :

O n b e h a lf  o f  the  m em b ers  o f  A A R P in A laska, w e encourage you and you r co lleagues on  the H ouse 
T ranspo rta tion  C o m m ittee  to  support H B 131, au thored  by  your C om m ittee co lleague 
R ep resen ta tive  C a thy  M u n o z  and co-sponsored b y  R epresentative Chris Tuck.

H B  131 w ill es tab lish  an A laska C om m unity  and P ublic  T ransportation A dv iso ry  B oard  w hich  will, 
have th e  o p p o rtun ity  to  partic ipa te  in  long-range transporta tion  planning.

From  A A R P ’s perspective , w e  w ou ld  expect that the A dvisory  Board, am ong its o th e r du ties, w ould
•  C onsider the  effects o f  transporta tion  p lanning  and land-use decisions on the  m o b ility  o f  

o lder A laskans and  peop le  w ith disabilities
•  C oord ina te  p lan n in g  and program m ing activities to ensure that reg ional p rio ritie s  are 

reflec ted  in  fisca lly  constra ined  state transporta tion  plans
•  E xam ine th e  benefits  o f  pub lic  transportation service im provem ents be fo re  undertak ing  

m a jo r ro ad -b u ild in g  projects; and
•  A ctiv e ly  p ro m o te  the  pub lic  participation  o f  consum ers, includ ing  o lder peop le, in  

tran sp o rta tio n  p lan n in g  decisions on  such issues as routing services, p lac ing  and des ign ing  
h ighw ays an d  roads, transporta tion  dem and m anagem ent, and investing  in  and dep loy ing  
in te lligen t transportation, system s.

W ith  th e  ag ing  o f  A la sk a ’s population , w e w ill have an increasing num ber o f  o ld e r A laskans for 
w hom  m o b ility  w ill b e  a  critical “peace o f  m ind” issue. P lanning for effective transpo rta tion  that 
w orks fo r A laskans o f  a ll ages and abilities is im portant now  and w ill on ly  b eco m e m ore  im portan t 
in  the  future.

A A R P req u ests  a n  “A Y E ” vo te on H B 131.

S hould  you  h av e  an y  questions about ou r position, p lease  feel free to contact m e  (586-3637) o r 
P atrick  Luby, A A R P  A dvocacy  D irector (907-762-3314).

HEALTH /  FINANCES /  CONNECTING /  GIVING /  ENJOYING
Jennie Chin Hansen, President
Addison Barry Rand, Chief Executive Officer
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o
Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: Vice-Chair Lance Pruitt
Representative Eric Fdge 
Representative Craig Johnson 
Representative Max Gruenberg 
Representative Pete Peterson 
Representative Cathy Munoz

o
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Juneau Economic 
Development Council

JEDC.org
612 W est Willoughby Ave. 
Suite A
Juneau, AK 99801  
Phone 907-523-2300  
Fax 907-463-3929

March 15,2011

Honorable Cathy Munoz 
State Capitol Room 403 
Juneau AK, 99801

Dear Representative Munoz:

The Juneau Economic Development Council (JEDC) enthusiastically supports HB 131 that will found a 
permanent Alaska Community and Public Transportation Advisory Board.

Public transportation provides positive economic impacts in small communities. A 2010 study entitled 
“The Economic Effects of Bus Transit in Small Cities” showed that the presence o f bus transit 
significantly lowers unemployment rates, lowers growth in family assistance and food stamp payments, 
and increases population and employment. These findings suggest transit increases low-income 
individuals’ ability to get and maintain jobs.

JEDC staff conducted executive interviews with ten of Juneau’s larger private employers to ask how 
public transportation issues impacted business operations in regards to their employees. Six of these 
organizations, including Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Fred Meyers, Warehouse Demo Services (an employer 
at Costco), Goldbelt Hotel, and Safeway reported a significant number of their employees use the bus. 
Public transit use estimates among employees in these organizations ranged from 30% to 75%.

Combined, these organizations have more than 350 employees using public transportation to get to work. 
Generally the business operations o f these establishments, along with the work schedules of their 
employees, are highly impacted by public transit schedules and bus stop locations. These and other 
businesses, rely on public transportation to be successful in our community.

Our recent work with the City and Borough o f Juneau, Southeast Alaska Independent Living, REACH, 
Southeast Senior Services and the Alaska Mobility Coalition to develop a coordinated transportation plan 
for Juneau has demonstrated that a collaborative, integrated effort to coordinate transportation resources is 
in the best interests o f our state and its citizens.

Cc: Senator Dennis Egan
Representative Beth Kerttula
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o JEDC.org
612 West Willoughby Ave. 
Suite A
Juneau, AK 99801  

Phone 907-523-2300  
Fax 907-463-3929

Juneau Economic
Development Council

M arch 15, 2011

Honorable Cathy Munoz 
State Capitol Room 403 
Juneau AK, 99801

Dear Representative Munoz:

While the Juneau Economic Development Council (JEDC) enthusiastically supports HB 131 and 
appreciates your leadership in developing statewide coordinated transportation planning, we are 
concerned the Advisory Board composition proposed in HB 131 has too few members which actually 
operate public transportation systems.

In FY10, Juneau residents and visitors took 1.23 million trips on the local Capital Transit bus system.
This represents 3,380 rides per day, and a 22 percent increase over FY2002. The Capital City Transit 
system is currently working at capacity.

JEDC strongly suggests HB 131 be amended be add one additional municipality to the membership o f the 
Alaska Community and Public Transportation Advisory Board.

Kurt Fredriksson 
Board Chair

S'

Cc: Senator Dennis Egan
Representative Beth Kerttula
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Ju n e a u  E conom ic
D e v e lo p m e n t C ouncil

RESOLUTION of the Board of Directors in support of State o f Alaska House Bill 131
"An Act establishing the Alaska Community and Public Transportation Advisory Board 
and relating to a long-range community and public transportation plan; and providing for 
an effective date."

Resolution 03-11

W H E R E A S , JEDC has provided leadership for com pletion o f  the C ity and Borough o f Juneau’s 
(C B J’s) coordinated transportation plan.

W H E R E A S , the G overnor’s Coordinated T ranspiration Task Force recom m ended there should 
be a perm anent authority at the state level to ensure state agencies work together to share 
information and resources on coordinated transportation in Alaska.

W H E R E A S , coordination o f  transportation plans am ong state and local governm ents and other 
organizations providing transportation services is likely to be a  requirem ent for federal 
transportation funding.

W H E R E A S , the availability o f  public transportation is a key requirem ent for m aintaining an 
adequate w orkforce for service jobs.

W H E R E A S , House Bill 131 is a legislative priority for the A laska M obility Coalition, the 
G overnor’s C ouncil on D isabilities and Special Education, A dvisory Board on A lcoholism  and 
D rug A buse, the A laska Com m ission on Aging, A laska M ental health Trust Authority, Alaska 
Brain Injury N etw ork and the A laska Suicide Prevention Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

On this 15 ‘ day o f  M arch 2011, the Board o f  D irectors o f  the Juneau Econom ic Developm ent 
Council hereby authorizes JEDC to issue appropriate letters o f  support for House Bill 131.

Board President 

Date

(Z k L .
Board Secretary

S  I ?  z o
Date
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Gloria O'Neill Cook Inlet Tribal Council

Jerry Isaac Tanana Chiefs Conference

M argaret Galovin Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association

M arie  Carroll Arctic Slope Native Association

Angela Cox Arctic Slope Native Association

M yron Naneng AVCP

Patrick Andersen Chugachmuit Inc.

Ralph Andersen BBNA, President

Loretta Bullard Kawerak, President

Paula Vrana Cooper River Native Association

A ndrew  Teuber Kodiak Area Native Assocation

Ed Thomas Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of AK
Heather A rnett Association of AK Housing Authorities

David Harrison Alaska Inter-Tribal Council

Elizabethe M edicine Crow First Alaskans Institute

Denise Morris First Alaskans Institute

Don Kashevaroff Alaska Native Tribhal Health Consortium

David Hardenbergh Rural CAP

Alaska Native Justice Center

Lisa A. Mariotti Alaska Network on Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault
Sue Steinacher NEST Director

Laura Rice Covenant House

o



andy.teuber@kanaweb.org

9 07 -4 5 2 -8 2 5 1  x3112

9 0 7 -27627100

907-852 -2762

907-852 -2762

907-543 -3521

9 07 -562 -4155

9 07 -842 -5257

9 07 -4 4 3 -4 3 2 9

9 07 -822 -5241

9 07 -4 8 6 -9 8 0 0

907-586 -1432

907 -3 3 8 -3 9 7 0

9 07 -563 -9334

9 0 7 -6 7 7 -1700 /ce ll 952 -7990

9 0 7 -6 7 7 -1 7 0 0 /2 5 0 -1 9 1 4

907-729 -5663

9 07 -279 -2511  x423

907 -7 9 3 -3 5 5 0

(907) 586-3650
9 07 -443 -7673

9 07 -351 -8005

907-793-3600 goneill@ citci.com  

Ian Erlich < ierlich@ m aniilaq.org> 

jerry.isaac@ tananachiefs.org  

m argaretg@ apiai.org  

m arie.carroll@ arcticslope.org  

angela.cox@ arcticslope.org  

m yr° n_naneng@ avcp.org  

patrick@ chugachmiut.org  

randersen@ bbna.com  

lbullard@ kawerak.org  

pvrana@ crnative.org  

andv.teuber@ kanaw eb.org  

ethom as@ ccthita.org  

aaha@ alaska.net

LizMedicineCrow@ firstalaskans.org

denisemorris@ firstalaskans.org

dkashevaroff@ anthc.org

dhardenbergh@ ruralcap.com

lm ariotti@ andvsa.org

502sue@ gm ail.com

lrice@ covenanthouse.org
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY THE SENATE COM M UNITY AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMM ITTEE  

Introduced: 3/14/12
Referred: Community and Regional Affairs, Finance

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 2 5

0
A  BILL  

FO R AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act creating the endow Alaska grant program in the Departm ent o f  Comm erce,

2 Com m unity, and Econom ic Developm ent to encourage com m unity development."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA:

4

5

6

7

8  

9

* Section 1. AS 44.33 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Article 2A. Endow Alaska Grant Program.

Sec. 44.33.150. Grants for com m unity developm ent. The endow Alaska 

grant program is established in the Department o f Commerce, Community, and 

Economic Development. To encourage community development in the state, the 

department may identify a statewide lead philanthropic entity that meets the 

requirements o f  AS 44.33.160 and grant the entity state funds that the entity may 

annually award to a community foundation or community foundation affiliate as 

endow Alaska grants to increase endowed funds, the purpose o f  which would be 

unrestricted.

Sec. 44.33.160. Eligibility requirem ents for lead philanthropic entities and
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grant recipients, (a) To be eligible underAS 44.33.150, a lead philanthropic entity 

must be / ' /  /
( 1) [ a'nonprofit entity exempt from federal income taxation under 26 

U.S.C. 501(c)(3) (Internal Revenuej2ode);

(2 ) a statewideorganization whose principal function is to make grants 

in the state; and

(3) a community foundation.

(b) Only a community foundation or a community foundation affiliate is 

eligible for a grant under AS 44.33.150 - 44.33.190.

Sec. 44.33.170. Ranking o f  applications and awarding o f  grants, (a) When 

ranking applications for grants, the board of the lead philanthropic entity shall 

consider relevant factors including

( 1) the need for financial assistance;

(2 ) the potential for future philanthropic activity in the community or 

geographic area that will benefit from the grant;

(3) the percentage of matching funding proposed;

(4) the opportunity to establish new community foundations or 

community foundation affiliates; and

(5) the geographic diversity of the communities or geographic areas 

that will benefit from the grants.

(b) The board of the lead philanthropic entity may award endow Alaska grants 

to a community foundation or a community foundation affiliate that

(1 ) provides all information the board requires, including evidence of 

the existence of the community foundation or the community foundation affiliate;

(2 ) demonstrates, in a manner approved by the board, the ability to 

match state funding at a ratio of at least one-to-one; and

(3) provides a spending policy for distributing grant money to 

organizations within the community or geographic area as defined by the community 

foundation or the community foundation affiliate.

Sec. 44.33.180. Limitations on grant am ounts, awards, and adm inistrative 

costs, (a) Endow Alaska grants are limited as follows:

S B  2 2 5 -2 -
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

S B 0 2 2 5 A




