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Sponsor Statement HB 281 

"An Act establishing March 30 of each year as Welcome Home Vietnam
Veterans Day."

On March 30,1973, all U.S. troops withdrew from Vietnam, marking an end of the 10 year 
United States military involvement. There were no parades honoring the veterans, no 
triumphant marches or speeches as there had been at the end of each of the World Wars. 
America's Vietnam veterans returned home to silence, and in some cases, to abuse for having 
served their country during a controversial war.

Last year the U.S. Senate designated March 30, 2011 as, Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 
Day. It marked the 38th anniversary of the withdrawal o f U.S. combat and combat-support unit 
from Vietnam.

HB 281 would dedicate March 30 o f each year as, Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day in the 
State of Alaska to commemorate the military service of American men and women in Vietnam. 
The day may be observed by suitable observances and exercises by civic groups and the public.

I would appreciate your support for House Bill 281.
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Sen. Burr Introduces "Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day" 
Resolution
Legislation honors service members who fought in Vietnam
[Share This:

W ashington D.C -  Today. Senator Richard Burr (R -N .C .). Ranking Member o f the Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs, introduced a 

resolution to honor veterans who served in Vietnam by designating March 30th as "Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day." March 3()'h 
marks the anniversary o f the day that combat and combat support units withdrew completely from South Vietnam.

“Our soldiers served honorably and bravely in Vietnam. Unfortunately, they arrived home to a country in political turmoil, and never 
received the recognition they deserve.” Senator Burr said. "By setting March 30th aside as a day to focus on our Vietnam veterans, we can 
show our unified gratitude for their service and the sacrifices that these veterans made on our behalf."

Senator Burr today also encouraged communities throughout the country to take measures to commemorate this day by honoring Vietnam  
veterans in their area. This is the second consecutive year that Senator Burr has introduced a resolution for the establishment o f "Welcome 
Home Vietnam Veterans Day.” Senators John Boozman (R -A R ). Thad Cochran (R -M S), James Inhofe (R -O K ). and Johnny Isakson (R - 
G A ) co-sponsored the legislation.

The United States became involved in Vietnam because policy-makers believed that i f  South Vietnam fell to a communist government, 
communism would spread throughout the rest o f  Southeast Asia. The US Armed Forces began serving in an advisory role to the South 
Vietnamese in 1961. and in 1965. ground combat troops were sent into Vietnam. A fter many years o f combat, all US troops were 
withdrawn from Vietnam on March 30. 1973. under the terms o f  the Treaty o f  Paris. More than 58.000 members o f the United States 
Armed Forces lost their lives and more than 300,000 were wounded in Vietnam.
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Expressing support for designation of a “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans
Day” .

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,2 0 1 1  

Mr. B u r r  (for himself, Mr. I n h o p e ,  Mr. B o o z m a n ,  Mr. C o c h r a n ,  Mr. 
I s a k s o x ,  anil Mr. J o h a n n s )  submitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

RESOLUTION
Expressing support for designation of a “Welcome Home 

Vietnam Veterans Day” .

Whereas the Vietnam War was fought in the Republic of 
South Vietnam from 1961 to 1975, and involved North 
Vietnamese regular forces and Viet Cong guerrilla forces 
in armed conflict with United States Armed Forces and 
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam;

Whereas the United States Armed Forces became involved in 
Vietnam because the United States Government wanted 
to provide direct militaiy support to the Government of 
South Vietnam to defend itself against the growing Com­
munist threat from North Vietnam;



o

Whereas members of the United States Armed Forces began 
seizing in an advisory role to the Government of the Re­
public of South Vietnam in .1.961;

Whereas, as a result of the Gulf of Tonkin incidents on Au­
gust 2 and 4, 1964, Congress overwhelmingly passed the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (Public Law 88-408), on Au­
gust 7, 1964, which provided the authority to the Presi­
dent of the United States to prosecute the war against 
North Vietnam;

Whereas, in 1965, United States Armed Forces ground com­
bat units arrived in Vietnam;

Whereas, by the end of .1965, there were 80,000 United 
States troops in Vietnam, and by 1969, a peak of ap­
proximately 543,000 troops was reached;

Whereas, on January 27, 1973, the Treaty of Paris was 
signed, which required the release of all United States 
prisoners-of-war held in North Vietnam and the with­
drawal of all United States Aimed Forces from South 
Vietnam;

Whereas, on March 30, 1973, the United States Armed 
Forces completed the withdrawal of combat units and 
combat support units from South Vietnam;

Whereas, on April 30, 1975, North Vietnamese regular forces 
captured Saigon, the eapitol of South Vietnam, effectively 
placing South Vietnam under Communist control;

Whereas more than 58,000 members of the United States 
Armed Forces lost their lives in Vietnam and more than 
300,000 members of the Armed Forces were wounded;

Whereas, in 1982, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was dedi­
cated in the District of Columbia to commemorate those

•SRES 55 is



members of the United States Armed Forces who died or 
were declared missing-in-aetion in Vietnam;

Whereas the Vietnam War was an extremely divisive issue 
among- the people of the United States and a conflict that 
caused a generation of veterans to wait too long for the 
United States public to acknowledge and honor the ef­
forts and services of such veterans;

Whereas members of the United States Armed Forces who 
served bravely and faithfully for the United States during 
the Vietnam War were often wrongly criticized for the 
policy decisions made by 4 presidential administrations in 
the United States;

Whereas the establishment of a “Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans Day” would be an appropriate way to honor 
those members of the United States Armed Forces who 
served in South Vietnam and throughout Southeast Asia 
during the Vietnam War; and

Whereas March 30, 2011, would be an appropriate day to es­
tablish as “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day” : 
Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—

2 (1) honors and recognizes the contributions of

3 veterans who served in the United States Armed

4 Forces in Vietnam during war and during peace;

5 (2) encourages States and local governments to

6 also establish “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans

7 D ay”; and

3
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(3) encourages the people of the United States 

to observe “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day” 

with appropriate ceremonies and activities that—

(A) provide the appreciation Vietnam War 

veterans deserve, but did not receive upon re­

turning home from the war;

(B) demonstrate the resolve that never 

again shall the Nation disregard and denigrate 

a generation of veterans;

(C) promote awareness of the faithful serv­

ice and contributions of such veterans during 

their military service as well as to their commu­

nities since returning home;

(D) promote awareness of the importance 

of entire communities empowering veterans and 

the families of veterans to readjust to civilian 

life after military service; and

(E) promote opportunities for- such vet­

erans to assist younger veterans returning from 

the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in rehabilita­

tion from wounds, both seen and unseen, and to 

support the reintegration of younger veterans 

into Chilian life.

4
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C o rp s  C onnections, Features / /  M arch 29 th , 2 0 1 1 / /  By Pfc. Chelsea F low ers

O n  M arch 30, 1973 all U.S. tro o p s  w ithdrew  from  Vietnam . Instead o f  receiving a w elcom e 

fitting  fo r the sacrifice they m ade for this coun try , the m ajority o f  the return ing  tro o p s w ere 
m et w ith criticism  and hostility.

F ru stra tion . Anger. D isloyal. U nappreciated . All o f  these w ords could describe the possib le  

feelings and though ts that w en t th rough  the m inds o f  these individuals. Som e o f  these troops  

w ere drafted , yet sril! fought and died fo r the lives o f  the m en to the ir right and left, only to 

be d im inished fo r their accom plishm ents upon  the ir return.

O v e r nine m illion military personnel served during  the V ietnam  War. O f  thar n u m b er 58,156 

lo s t the ir lives, w hile 303,704 w ere w ounded  in action.

Webb Bryan These pics bring back lots of 
memories. Semper fi
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Sarah PeinbergGreet story. Hope you will 
continue doing profiles like this Was Ihe 
Lt OK w/ your title for the.
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Politics played a key role in the  lack o f  respect tha t was due to  these individuals. Back then 

th o se  w ho  w ere against the w ar did n o t su p p o rt the troops like many d o  today. N ow , 

g o v ern m en t is taking an oppo rtu n ity  to return  tha t respect to the  troops.

T h e  U.S. Senate passed a reso lu tion  on  M arch 7, 2011, declaring M arch 30 ‘‘W elcom e H om e 

V ietnam  V eterans D ay.” T h e  reso lu tion  curren tly  awaits a decision by the H ouse. 'This day will 

b e  recognized across the U.S. as a day o f  com m em oration , a day to  pay the p ro p e r  respect to 

th e  veterans w ho sacrificed so m uch du rin g  the war.

V ie tnam  V eteran 's Day is a chance to repair the w rong done to  these troops. T he peop le o f  

the  U nited States can finally pay the respect due  them .

M any cities and states have even ts p lanned  for these veterans. M arines from  M arine C orps 

L ogistics Base in Barsrow, Calif., have p lanned  a cerem ony honoring  the V ietnam  troops, 

fo llow ed by a parade th rough  F o rt Irw in. T h e  base is also hosting  a m otorcycle ride in  their 

h ono r.

W e should  all take this day to  give o u r  appreciation  to our V ietnam  veterans, ' l ’aking rime out 

from  o u r  busy lives to give thanks for the sacrifices o f  those w ho  we d o n ’t know' is a display 

o f  kindness and adm iration that m eans so m uch to  those w ho expect so  little.

T h an k  you all for w hat you have done. Sem per F'idclis.
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FISCAL NOTE

Identifier (file name) HB281-DOA-FAC-2-4-12

STATE OF ALASKA
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Title Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day

Bill Version 

Fiscal Note Number 
0  Publish Date

Dept. Affected
Appropriation
Allocation

HB281

Administration
General Services

Facilities
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Thomas
House Military and Veterans Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

 OMB Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)_______

2429

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

FY13
Appropriation

Requested

Included in 
Governor's 

FY13 
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18
Personal Services 
T ravel 
Services 
Commodities 
Capital Outlay 
Grants, Benefits 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prgm (DGF)
1037 GF/MH (UGF)
1178 temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

CHANGE IN REVENUES

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs
(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required) 

(separate capital appropriation required)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)
Not applicable, initial version

Prepared by Vern Jones_____________________________________________________________  Phone 465-5684
Division Division of General Sen/ices Date/Time 2/4/12 4:30 PM

Approved by John Cramer, Deputy Commissioner______________________________________  Date_2/4/2012__________
Department of Administration_____________________________________________

(Revised 1/ 17/2012 omb) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis

| This bill w ill establish M arch  3 0  o f each ye ar as a W e lc o m e  H o m e V ie tn a m  V e te ran s  Day.

It is no t an tic ip a ted  th a t th e re  w ill be a fiscal im pac t and w e th e re fo re  su bm it a ze ro  fiscal no te.

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB281

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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