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To:
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H i  K e v i n

I  t h i n k  she  w o u l d  be good  - -  Pat  H o l l o w a y  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  v i a b i l i t y / f e a s i b i l i t y  r e s e a r c h  
b e h i n d  t h e  Peony  w or k  ( w h i c h  i s  why t h e  G e or ge s on  i s  so v a l u a b l e ! ) .

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  w o r k  s h o w i n g  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  - -  an A l a s k a n  Peony G ro w e rs  
A s s o c i a t i o n  has f o r m e d .  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I  p e r s o n a l l y  know any o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
Peony G r o w e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n , b u t  I ' m  s u r e  someone f r o m  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o u ld  be a l s o  be 
g l a d  t o  h e l p  p r e s e n t  (a n d  p r o b a b l y  have  l o t s  o f  g r e a t  p h o t o s ! ) .  T h e i r  
w e b s i t e  ( w i t h  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n )  i s  h t t p : / / a l a s k a p e o n i e s . o r g /

Between t h e  t w o ,  I  t h i n k  you  w o u ld  have some g r e a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on an e m e r g i n g  i n d u s t r y !

I f  I  can h e l p  t r a c k  s o m e t h i n g  down,  o r  t r y  t o  h e l p  make c o n n e c t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me know.

Mik e
9 0 7 - 2 5 0 - 7 7 3 6

On T h u ,  Mar  10 ,  2011 a t  7 : 2 3  AM , K e v i n  Harun  w r o t e :

> T h a n k s ,  M i k e .  I ' l l  keep you  p o s t e d  on w h e t h e r  we g e t  a p r e s e n t a t i o n
> b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be up t o  t h e  C om m it t e e  C h a i r ,
> Bob H e r r o n ,  t o  see i f  i t  w i l l  w o r k .  We a r e  now i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  weeks
> o f  s e s s i o n ,  so I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h e  t i m i n g  - -  b u t  I ' v e  che cked  i n  w i t h
> t h e  c o m m it t e e  s t a f f  and we a r e  l o o k i n g  i n t o  i t .  Would P a t  H o l l o w a y  be
> t h e  b e s t  p e r s o n  t o  p r e s e n t ?

> From:  m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t  [ m a i l t o : m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t ] S e n t :  T h u r s d a y ,  March
> 10 ,  2011  7 : 1 5  AM
> T o :  K e v i n  Ha r u n
> C c :  Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r
> S u b j e c t :  RE :  A g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0

> H i  K e v i n ,
> T h a n k  you  v e r y  much f o r  t h e  u p d a t e  on t h e  wo rk  w i t h  Rep G u t t e n b e r g  and
> t h e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  C h a n c e l l o r  R o g e r s .  I  know t h e  b u d g e t  i s  a c h a l l e n g i n g
> p r o c e s s ,  f r o m  what  I ' v e  been a b l e  t o  f o l l o w .  I t ' s  a l s o  v e r y  e x c i t i n g
> t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  t e s t i m o n y  on peon y  c u l t i v a t i o n !  I f  y o u ' r e
> a b l e  t o  g e t  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  s e t  up on peon y  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  and i t ' s
> t e l e c o n f e r e n c e d ,  I ' d  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i s t e n i n g .

>
> K e v i n
>
>  O r i g i n a l  Message

>

>
> I  (a n d  I ' m  c e r t a i n  many o t h e r s ! )  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  B e r t a ' s  e f f o r t s  t o
> h e l p  G e o r g e s o n  BG! I  w i l l  pass on y o u r  u p da t e  t o  f o l k s .
>
>
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> Mike
> 9 0 7 - 2 5 0 - 7 7 3 6
>
>
> On Wed, Mar 9 ,  2011 a t  3 : 0 6  PM , K e v i n  H a ru n  w r o t e :
>
>> H e l l o  M i c h a e l ,
>>
>> I  wo rk  f o r  Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r  who asked me t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  Geo rg e s on  
>> BG i s s u e .  I  w an ted  t o  l e t  you  know we a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  F a i r b a n k s  
>> Rep.  G u t t e n b e r g  (who s i t s  on t h e  House F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e )  t o  see t h a t
>> b o t h  t h e  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  and c a p i t a l  f u n d i n g  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n
>> t h e  u p co m in g  b u d g e t .  A l s o ,  UAF C h a n c e l l o r  B r i a n  Rog ers  was down h e r e  
>> r e c e n t l y  and p l e d g e d  t o  keep Geo rg e s on  up and r u n n i n g ,  s a y i n g  he 
>> w o u l d  n e v e r  l e t  i t  d e t e r i o r a t e  u n d e r  h i s  w a t c h .
>> I  w i l l  a l s o  c o n t a c t  Rep.  H e r r o n  who c h a i r s  t h e  Economic  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  
>> T r a d e  and T o u r i s m  C om m i t t e e  on w h i c h  Rep.  G a r d n e r  s i t s ,  t o  see i f  we 
>> can hav e  someone f r o m  UAF t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m it te e  on t h e
>> ec on om ic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t e d  by  peony  c u l t i v a t i o n .
>>
>> T h a n k  yo u  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  H o r t i c u t u r e  has 
>> a v a l u a b l e  r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  d i v e r s i f y i n g  o u r  economy.
>>
>> K e v i n
>>
> >  O r i g i n a l  M es s a ge ------------
>> From:  m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t  [ m a i l t o : m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t ] S e n t :  S a t u r d a y ,
>> F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  2011 7 : 4 1  AM
>> T o :  Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r
>> C c :  p s h o l l l o w a y @ a l a s k a . e d u ; K e v i n  Harun
>> S u b j e c t :  RE:  A g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0
>>
>> H i  B e r t a  -  t h a n k  you  f o r  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  GBG s u p p o r t e r s  c o n n e c t
>> w i t h  Rep H e r r o n ;  I  w i l l  pass t h a t  on t o  f o l k s .
>>
>> I  know P a t  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  b r i n g  you  up t o  speed on t h e  P e o n ie  
>> m a r k e t .  I  d o n ' t  want  t o  s t e a l  P a t ' s  t h u n d e r ,  b u t  i f  f o r  some r e a so n  
>> you  c a n ' t  c o n n e c t  w i t h  h e r ,  t h e  G e or ge s on  BG w e b s i t e  has a number o f  
>> t h e i r  d o c u m e n t s / r e p o r t s  on t h e  A l a s k a n  ec on om ic  P e o n ie  r e s e a r c h .
>> h t t p : / / g e o r g e s o n b g . o r g / r e s e a r c h / p e o n i e s / i n d e x . h t m l  
>>
>> A g a i n ,  t h a n k  you  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on t h i s  i s s u e .
>>
>> M i c h a e l
>>
>> M i c h a e l  B a l d w i n  
>> 9 0 7 - 2 5 0 - 7 7 3 6
>>
>>
>> On F r i ,  Feb 18 ,  2011 a t  1 0 : 2 1  AM , Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r  w r o t e :
>>
>>> T h a n k s ,  M i c h a e l ,  f o r  y o u r  f o l l o w  up and i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a r i n g .  I  s i t  
>>> on R e s o u r c e s ,  Community  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  and a l s o  Economic  
>>> D e v e lo p m e n t  T r a d e  & T o u r i s m  so I ' m  i n t r i g u e d  by  t h e  p e o n i e  r e f e r e n c e  
>>> and w i l l  c a l l  Pat  a b o u t .  I  t h i n k  a l s o  t h a t  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  
>>> Ge o rg e s o n  B o t a n i c a l  Ga rd e n  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  wo rk  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
>>> Bob H e r r o n .  He i s  v e r y  f o c u s e d  on ec on om ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  and m i g h t  be
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>>> i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  up t h e  m a n t l e  on t h i s  one.
>>>
>>> B e r t a
>>>
>>>
>>> R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . B e r t a . G a r d n e r @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . us
>>> A l a s k a  S t a t e  Hou se,  D i s t r i c t  24 M idt ow n A n c h o r a g e  House D e m o c r a t i c  
>>> Whip
>>> ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 3 0  
>>> ( 8 0 0 )  3 3 1 - 4 9 3 0  
>>>
> > >  O r i g i n a l  M es s a ge ------------
>>> From:  m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t  [ m a i l t o : m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t ] S e n t :  T u e s d a y ,
>>> F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2011 1 0 : 3 6  PM 
>>> T o :  Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r
>>> C c :  Noah H an so n;  Se n .  Dohnny E l l i s ;  p s h o l l o w a y @ a l a s k a . e d u  
>>> S u b j e c t :  RE :  A g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0
>>>
>>> H i  B e r t a  - -  t h a n k  you  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t ,  and r e s p o n s e .
>>>
>>> A f t e r  y o u r  e m a i l  I  d i d  a l i t t l e  f o l l o w - u p  c h e c k i n g  w i t h  Pat
>>> H o l l o w a y ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Ge o r g e s o n  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n .
>>> A p p a r e n t l y ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  i s  n o t  an i n c r e m e n t  i n  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
>>> b u d g e t .  I t  w o u ld  be a shame f o r  A l a s k a  t o  l o s e  t h i s  key r e s o u r c e  i n  
>>> n o r t h e r n  l a t i t u d e  p l a n t  s c i e n c e  and h o r t i c u l t u r e  as a r e s u l t  o f  
>>> s h o r t - s i g h t e d n e s s .  Not  o n l y  i s  t h e  GBG a key  r e s o u r c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e
>>> f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  A l a s k a n  grown f o o d ,  b u t  i t  has been
>>> a key  f i g u r e  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  and d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a new 
>>> i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  m a r k e t a b l e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  based  economic  r e s o u r c e  f o r  
>>> A l a s k a  ( i e . ,  P e o n i e  f a r m i n g ) .  I ' v e  c o p i e d  P a t  H o l l o w a y  on t h i s  
>>> e m a i l ,  s h o u l d  you  want  t o  c o n t a c t  h e r  w i t h  any s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s .  
>>>
>>> I  know i t  w i l l  be t o u g h ,  b u t  I  and o t h e r s ,  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  any  
>>> a s s i s t a n c e  you  and S e n a t o r  E l l i s  can p r o v i d e  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h i s  
>>> v a l u a b l e  A l a s k a n  r e s o u r c e .
>>>
>>> I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  B o t a n i c a l  Ga rd e n  a l s o . . .
>>>
>>> I f  I  may h e l p  a n s we r  any  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me know.
>>>
>>> M i c h a e l
>>>
>>> 5340  T u d o r  To p  C i r c l e  
>>> A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99507 
>>> 9 0 7 - 2 5 0 - 7 7 3 6
>>>
>>>
>>> On Mon, Feb 14 ,  2011 a t  9 : 1 4  AM , Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r  w r o t e :
>>>
>>>> H i  M i c h a e l ,
>>>>
>>>> Th a n k  you  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  Geo rg e s on  B o t a n i c a l  
>>>> G a r d e n .  Do you  know i f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  i n c l u d e s  t h i s  
>>>> i n c r e m e n t ?  W i t h o u t  such  a r e q u e s t  and s u p p o r t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
>>>> l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  add p r o j e c t s  t o  t h e  b u d g e t .
>>>>
>>>> I n  t h e  me a n t im e ,  I ' v e  been w o r k i n g  w i t h  f o l k s  f r o m  t h e  A n c h o r a g e
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>>>> B o t a n i c a l  Gar de n  who a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  f u n d i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  and expand 
>>>> t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  and r e s e a r c h  w o r k .
>>>> I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a d v o c a c y .
>>>>
>>>> B e r t a  
>>>>
>>>> R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . B e r t a . G a r d n e r @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s
>>>> A l a s k a  S t a t e  Hou se,  D i s t r i c t  24 Midto wn A n c h o r a g e  House D e m o c r a t i c  
>>>> Whip
>>>> ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 3 0  
>>>> ( 8 0 0 )  3 3 1 - 4 9 3 0
>>>>
>>>>
> > > >  O r i g i n a l  Me s s a ge ------------
>>>> Fr om:  M i c h a e l  B a l d w i n  [ m a i l t o : m b a l d w i n @ g c i . n e t ] S e n t :  S u n d a y ,
>>>> F e b r u a r y  13,  2011 8 : 0 6  PM 
>>>> T o :  Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r
>>>> S u b j e c t :  A g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0
>>>>
>>>> Rep.  B e r t a  G a r d n e r  
>>>> S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Room 424  
>>>> 120  4 t h  S t r e e t  
>>>> Duneau AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2
>>>>
>>>> D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r ,
>>>>
>>>> F o r  t h e  p a s t  3 y e a r s  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  has  re m a in e d  f l a t ,  c o s t s  have 
>>>> e s c a l a t e d  and t h e  Ge o r g e s o n  B o t a n i c a l  Garde n  now f a c e s  a s h o r t f a l l  
>>>> t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  i t ' s  e x i s t e n c e .
>>>> T h e  d i r e c t o r  has been f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  2 summer months o f f  w i t h o u t  
>>>> p a y .  A n o t h e r  s t a f f  member has been f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  one summer month 
>>>> w i t h o u t  p a y ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  one s t a f f  emplo ye e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  ga rd e n  
>>>> and do d e s p e r a t e l y  needed r e s e a r c h  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  l a r g e s t  
>>>> a g r i c u l t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n .
>>>> Becau se  o f  t h e  b u d g e t  c u t s ,  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  and f l o w e r  t r i a l s  w i l l  be 
>>>> d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e  a n n u a l  f l o w e r  g a r d e n  w i l l  n o t  be p l a n t e d  and 
>>>> t h e r e  w i l l  be no r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e  g a rd e n  t h i s  summer.
>>>>
>>>> T h e  g a r d e n  i s  a v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  t o  t h e  community  f o r  i t s  b e a u t y  
>>>> (much e n j o y e d  by  t o u r i s t s ) ,  f o r  w e d d in g s  and co mm uni ty  e v e n t s ,  and 
>>>> f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e s e a r c h  f o r  home g a r d e n e r s  and t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  
>>>> i n d u s t r y .
>>>> T h e  Ge o r g e s o n  B o t a n i c a l  Ga rd e n  S o c i e t y  was f orm ed  t o  enhan ce  and 
>>>> s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  Ge o r g e s o n  B o t a n i c a l  Ga rd e n  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  on UAF 
>>>> Campus.  O u r  memb ersh ip  has f u n d r a i s i n g  e v e n t s  t o  p u r c h a s e  s p e c i f i c  
>>>> i t e m s  as needed b u t  does n o t  have t h e  f u n d s  t o  c o v e r  t h e  s a l a r i e s  
>>>> f o r  t h e  summer.  T h i s  g r a n t  w o u ld  g i v e  us t h e  t i m e  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  
>>>> and p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  g a r d e n .
>>>> Many c o m m un it y  g r o u p s  s u p p o r t  t h e  g a r d e n  i n c l u d i n g  v o l u n t e e r s  f r om  
>>>> t h e  G e o r g e s o n  B o t a n i c a l  Ga rd e n  me m b er s h ip ,  t h e  Boy S c o u t s ,  l o c a l  
>>>> s c h o o l s ,  Th e  H e r b  Bunc h,  Ta n a n a  V a l l e y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r s ,  and 4 - H .  
>>>> T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  spend t h o u s a n d s  o f  h o u r s  h e l p i n g  m a i n t a i n  t h e  
>>>> g a r d e n .
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>
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>>>> N o t e :  t h i s  e m a i l  was s e n t  as p a r t  o f  a p e t i t i o n  s t a r t e d  on 
>>>> C h a n g e . o r g ,  v i e w a b l e  a t
>>>> w w w . c h a n g e . o r g / p e t i t i o n s / g e o r g e s o n - b o t a n i c a l - g a r d e n - r e s e a r c h . To  
>>>> r e s p o n d ,  e m a i l  r e s p o n s e s @ c h a n g e . o r g  and i n c l u d e  a l i n k  t o  t h i s  
>>>> p e t i t i o n .
>>>>
>>>> M i c h a e l  B a l d w i n  
>>>> 5340 T u d o r  T o p  C i r c l e  
>>>> A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99507
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