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Alaska House of Representatives 
Representative Craig Johnson

House Rules Chairman

Session Contact
State Capitol Room 216 
Juneau AK, 99801 
Phone: 907-465-4993 
Fax: 907-465-3872

Interim Contact
716 W. 4th Ave. Suite 640 
Anchorage AK, 99501-2133 
Phone: 907-269-0200 
Fax: 907-269-0204

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee

FROM: Representative Craig Johnson, Chair
House Rules Committee

DATE: April 12, 2011

SUBJECT: Scheduling Request for HB 115 -  Walter J. Hickel Expressway

I respectfully request that HB 115 “An Act designating a portion of Minnesota Drive in 
Anchorage the Walter J. Hickel Expressway” be considered for scheduling in your committee at 
your earliest convenience.

Attached is a copy of the original bill, the sponsor statement and backup documents.

If you have any questions or need additional information, feel free to contact me or my staff, 
Erin Shine, at 465-4993.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.



Alaska House of Representatives 
Representative Craig Johnson

House Rules Chairman

S ess ion  C ontact
State Capitol Room 216 
Juneau AK, 99801 
Phone: 907-465-4993 
Fax: 907-465-3872

Interim C ontact
716 W. 4th Ave. Suite 640 
Anchorage AK, 99501-2133 
Phone: 907-269-0200 
Fax: 907-269-0204

Sponsor Statement for House Bill 115

Naming Walter J. Hickel Expressway

Walter J. Hickel served as the Governor of Alaska twice, served with distinction as 

U.S. Secretary of the Interior, and led and inspired the development of the State of Alaska 

and the Circumpolar Arctic Region throughout his long and distinguished career. In 

Governor Hickel’s many elected and public roles he successfully pushed to open Prudhoe 

Bay to oil development and oversaw the permitting process for the Trans Alaska Pipeline 

among many other accomplishments.

HB 115 designates concurrently naming a portion of Minnesota Drive and O’Malley 

Road in Anchorage the Walter J. Hickel Expressway from 15th Avenue to the New Seward 

Highway. This section of highway is 7.5 miles long and by concurrently naming this section 

of highway there will be no need for any household or business to change their addresses.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

H B 115-DOT-CRDC-3-18-11

Fiscal Note Number 
Bill Version 
() Publish Date

HB115

DOT&PF
Title Hickel Expressway Desgination

Sponsor
Requester

Rep. Craig Johnson

_ Dept. Affected _
Appropriation 

_ Allocation Central Region Highways & Aviation
Highways and Aviation

H TRA OMB Component Number 564

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2012 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

30.0 30.0

TOTAL OPERATING 30.0 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 30,0 | 30.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0

CHANGE IN 
REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

30.0 30.0

TOTAL 30.0 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS

0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

W hy th is  fiscal note differs from  previous version

Prepared by Brenda Hewitt 
Division

Phone 465-4772
Commissioner's Office Date/Time 3/18/11 8:00 AM

Approved by Mark Luiken Date 3/21/2011 1:13pm
Commissioner

(Revised 12/29/2010 OMB) Page 1 of 2



FISCAL NOTE

Analysis
House Bill 115 would designate a portion of Minnesota Drive in Anchorage from 15th Avenue to the New Seward 
Highway to be named the Walter J. Hickel Expressway.

To adequately cover all entrances and exit ramps and the North and South signs would require manufacture and 
installation into concrete bases of two large, potentially 114" x 42", signs on each end for $5,000 each.

Eight smaller 42" x 36" notices for each direction internally $20,000 is recommended by the department.

Internal locations: C St, Dimond/lOOth on ramps, Raspberry Rd, and International Airport Road.

2 large signs @ $5000/ea $10,000
8 smaller signs @ $2,500/ea $20,000
Total $30,000

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB115__________________

2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

(Revised 12/29/2010 OMB) Page 2 of 2



Ermalee Hickel 
1905 Loussac Drive 

Anchorage, AK 99507

April 6, 2011

Representative Craig Johnson 
State Capital Room 216 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Craig,

I read about your bill, HB 115, which honors my late husband by concurrently 
naming Minnesota Boulevard it be the Walter J. Hickel Expressway. Wally would 
be honored.

Wally drove this road practically every day; from the time it was a pioneer road 
out of downtown. It connects Alaskans with many places he helped build -  
beginning near the Hotel Captain Cook that he started in 1964, passing Alaska’s 
first modem shopping center, The Northern Lights Center, built in 1959, and 
going by the Tumagain, Spenard, and Campbell Lake neighborhoods he helped 
develop from the early 1950’s forward. It also passes the trails stemming from 
Westchester Lagoon, which he walked frequently.or strapped on shoeshoes.

I write not to seek any aggrandizement for Wally or our family, but simply to say 
we are touched. Wally always thought of Alaska as pioneering country, and trails 
that became roads, and roads that became highways symbolize the progress he 
stood for. As Governor and Secretary of Interior, he also stood for keeping our 
roads scenic, and this road has beautiful views, parks and open spaces Alaskans 
treasure.

Sincerely,

Ermalee Hickel



Lieutenant Governor Mead Treadwell 
STATE OF ALASKA

April 7, 2011

T he H onorab le Craig Joh n son  
Alaska State H ou se  
State Capitol, R o o m  216  
Juneau, A K  99801

D ear R epresentative Joh n son ,

A s on e  w h o  had the privilege o f  w orking w ith  the late G overnor W ally H ickel in  bu sin ess, politics, 
govern m en t and civic life since 1 9 7 4 ,1 was very happy to learn about your H B  115. It is a fine idea  
to concurrently nam e M innesota Boulevard as the W alter J. H ickel E xpressw ay in  h o n o r  o f  the late 
G overnor.

I can think o f  no better road to bear W ally H ick el’s nam e. G overn or H ickel always relished the 
beautiful v iew s along that route, particularly frequenting w hat is n o w  the C oastal Trail to  walk or 
sn ow sh oe. This road runs through m uch o f  the A nchorage life and infrastructure that W ally helped  
build: from  the neigh b orh ood s along Cam pbell Lake, Spenard, and Turnagain that he w orked  to  
develop  from  the 1950’s on , to the N orthern  Lights C enter o f  1959 (the first m od ern  sh op p in g  
center in A laska), and the d ow n tow n  Llotel Captain C ook  that he started in 1964.

This christening is a fitting tribute to the m an w h o  believed  roads could  be beautiful and enhance  
the environm ent. It reflects the progress w e have m ade from  the early days o f  rutted trails to the 
sophisticated transportation system s o f  today, w hile protecting the beauty o f  the surrounding land 
and view s.

Thank you for sp on sorin g  this legislation. P lease let m e k n ow  h o w  I can support this h o n o r  an 
extraordinary leader and o f  on e o f  A laska’s great pioneers.

Sincerely.

lead Treadw ell 
Lieutenant G overnor

Juneau Office: Post Office Box 110015 • Juneau, Alaska 99811 • 907.465-3520 voice • 907-465-5400 fax 
Anchorage Office: 550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1700 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • 907.269.7460 voice • 907-269-0263 fax

It.governor@alaska.gov • www.ltgov.alaska.gov

mailto:It.governor@alaska.gov
http://www.ltgov.alaska.gov
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Google maps 7.5“!'°Directions to O'Malley Rd 
about 11 mins

You can enter notes here. Save trees. G o greeny
! Download Google Maps on y o u y  
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yO Minnesota Dr & W 15th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501

1. Head southwest on Minnesota Dr S/Spenard Thru-Way
Continue to follow Minnesota Dr S
About 9 mins

go 6.3 mi 
total 6.3 mi

2. Continue onto O'Malley Rd
About 2 mins

go 1.2 mi 
total 7.5 mi

O'Malley Rd

These d irections are for planning purposes only. You may find that construction projects, traffic, weather, or other events may cause 
conditions to differ from  the map results, and you should plan your route accordingly. You m ust obey all signs or notices regarding your 
route.

Map data ©2011 Google
Directions weren't right? Please find your route on m aps.google.com  and click "Report a problem " at the bottom left.
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Resolution of the 
Alaska Republican Party

State Central Committee

By Kirk Wickersham 
D istric t 25

Whereas Walter J. Hickel was elected Governor of Alaska twice, 
served with distinction as U.S. Secretary of the Interior, and led and 
inspired the development of the State of Alaska and the Circumpolar 
Arctic Region throughout his long and distinguished career,

Resolved that the Alaska Republican Party supports the renaming of 
(1) Minnesota Drive from 15th Ave. to O’Malley Rd. and (2) O’Malley 
Rd from Minnesota Dr. to the Old Seward Highway, all within the 
Municipality of Anchorage, to the W alter J. Hickel Expressway.

Adopted this 28th Day of August, 2010.

Chairman

Secretary

The Secretary will transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Governor 
of Alaska, the Speaker of the Alaska House of Representatives and 
the President of the Alaska Senate.
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* HONORING *
* GOVERNOR WALTER J. HICKEL *

T h e  N ineteenth  A laska  L egislature  h o n ors  and thanks G o v e rn o r  W alter  J. Hickel for his leadership, vision,  
sta tesm a n sh ip ,  and service.

O v er  the past h a lf  century, G o v er n o r  H icke l has sh ow n  that one person with a vis ion and purpose can m ak e  a 
difference. A s  a private c it izen , b u s in essm a n ,  governor, leader, and vis ionary, G o v e rn o r  Hickel has inspired A laskans  
to excel.

In his capac ity  as A laska's g o v er n o r  from D ecem b er  1990 to D ecem b er  1994, G ov er n o r  Hickel provided leadership  
and direction to:

Sett le  the Exxon V aldez  oil sp ill  civil and crim inal litigation;

A sser t  A laska's  state's rights through  a ser ies  o f  land m ark  lawsuits challenging  the federal government;

Sett le  the 16-year-old M enta l H ealth  L a n d s  Trust d ispute  by reconstituting the trust with lands and cash;

P u rsue  and settle back oil tax and royalty  cases to taling nearly  $4  billion with A laska's  largest taxpayers;

S e lec t  the final 23 million acres o f  the  104  million acres o f  state  land prom ised in the Statehood Act;

Establish the com m u n ity  d eve lop m en t  q u ota  p rogram  to get a sh are  o f  the rich Bering Sea fisheries to the residents of 
W estern  Alaska; and

ProvideSlO O  million in rural sanitation  projects.

For these, and m any other  initiatives benefic ia l  to A laskans ,  w e thank  G ov ern or  Hickel.

A fter  ch oos in g  not to run again and leaving  office in D ecem b er ,  G o v ern or  Hickel has gone on to another arena o f  
public service as secretary-general o f  the  N orthern  Forum. In that  capacity, he will  continue  to represent the interest  
o f  A lask a  in the Arctic world.

T h e  Nineteenth  Alaska L egislature  recogn izes  W alter  J. Hickel as a man o f  vision and w ishes he and his wife  Erm alee  
continued  success.

M a r c h  9,  1995
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