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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered:

F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

SB 94

SENATE BILL NO. 94
"An Act adding a second verse to the official Alaska state song."

SB 94-SECOND VERSE OF ALASKA'S STATE SONG

Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or [ ] CS for____________
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Legislative Council 
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•
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Services 
Member

Senate Bill 94 Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 94 would add a second verse to  The Alaska's Flag Song. The late Carol Beery Davis 

w rote a beautiful second verse, which gives recognition to Alaska Natives and to  Benny Benson, 

who designed the Alaskan flag.

Sim ilar bills have been introduced in the past. Last year The Alaska's Flag Song was performed 

w ith both verses as the Senate gaveled in on the first day o f session. Also last year, the Senator 

from  District G introduced SB 43. It passed the Senate, but stalled in the Flouse.

This year is the year to  join me in supporting a long overdue addition of the second verse to the 

Alaska Flag Song. By passing this bill you w ill be recognizing history, our progress as a state and 

our first people.
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“Wfey • secern! w s e  
Iter "Alaska Flag Song*?

>i A copy of th* fallow­
ing tettar So Betty Kfor* «*crw#rY of Pfo- 
n#wa of Alaska AuxHary No. B in Fair­
banks. was submittad for publication.

Oatr B«' *w:
I bav*. , 'eeived your tetter dated 

March 27, ui .vhksh you objected to 
the adoption of the second verse of 
the ‘‘Alaska Mag Sons.”

I would like to explain to you why 
I introduced HB 117 and why I hope 
you will change your decision to op­
pose the bilt.

No one loves the flag Song any 
more than 1 do. For many years, I 
have sung it for groups, meetings, 
conventions, commencements and 
even for Gov. Bill Egan’s  memorial 
service here in Juneau. I offer the 
second verse out of deep respect for 
the first verse and for its recognition 
of Alaska’s history. I bdlieve the sec­
ond verse complements the first 
verse and gives recognition not to 
otto ethnic group, but to all Alaskans 
and their ability to work together in 
a unified and harmonious way.

The addition of a second verse has 
been discussed for many years by 
various groups. At one time, funds 
were inserted into the House’s ver­
sion of the budget to hold a contest 
for selecting a second verse. Carol 
Beery Davis was asked to write an­
other vorae to the flag song to recog­
nise the contribution of Native Alas­
kans, who Were here long before you 
or I, or even the Pioneers. She did so, 
and offered it as a gift to the State of 
Alaska. I was asked to support its 
adaption and to introduce a bill to 
nuke it officially recognized by toe 
state. I did so, and it has passed the 
House. ..

In order to understand the special 
significance of this verse, you must 
know about Carol Betsy Davis, a for­
mer poet laureate of Alaska. She is a 
W-year i jsident of Juneau. Bar hus­
band, Trtvor, was born hare 94 years 
agoand is the only living member of 
toe original selection committee for 
the design of Alaska’s flag, which se­
lected Beany Benson's North Star 
antiBig P^per (to wbom the second 
verse refers in lines l and 2). Carol 
has written dozens of books about 

^A lkia, including “% ' ‘ “
Song” book which is

onser, is stig contributing to b 
loved state fay offering tola bm 
verse, a tribute to unity of all 
kans:

"A Native lad chose the Dipper's 
start

For Alaska’s Bag that then be no' 
bars '

Among our cultures... “
She is recognizing history and our 

progress as a state:
* * if. fcnnwn
through years, the Natives’ past 

hasgrown.
To share life’s treasures, hand in 

hand,
to  keep Alaska our Great Land. "
She is focusing our attention on 

the natural beauty of our land and 
reminds us of the treasures of its

"We love the northern, midnight

We mountains, Jakes, and 
streams nearby.

The great North Star with its 
steady light

Will guide all cultures, clear and 
bright,

With nature’s Bag to Alaskans 
dear,

The simple Bag of a last fron­
tier."

It is hard for me to understand 
why anyone who has read these 
words could object to tliem. It I? Im­
possible for me to understand how 
anyone who knows who Carol Beery 
Davis is and the contributions she 
has made to art, music ami litera­
ture in Alaska could object to her of­
fering this beautiful gift.

Why did this legislator propose 
HB 117? Out of respect for a beauti­
ful Alaskan lady who has offered a 
jbeautiful verse to a beautiful song 
about a greatstate.

SbtetHvty,
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T itle SB  94 - S e co n d  V e rs e  o f A la s k a 's  S ta te  Song

Fiscal Note Num ber

Bill Version
(S) Publish Date

Dept. A ffe c te d

A p p ro p ria tio n

A llo ca tio n

SB 94
4/1/11

All

S p o n so r

R e q u e s te r
S e n a te  F in a n ce  C om m ittee

S e n a te  F in a n ce  C om m ittee

E xpend itures/R evenues

 O M B  C o m p o n e n t N u m b e r

(Thousands of Dollars)______
N ote : A m o u n ts  do n o t inc lude  in fla tion  u n le ss  o th e rw ise  no ted be low .

A p p ro p ria tio n

R equ ired In fo rm a tio n
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P e rso n a l S e rv ice s

T ra ve l

S e rv ice s

C o m m o d itie s

C a p ita l O u tlay

G ra n ts

M isce lla n e o u s

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
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FUND SOURCE (T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla rs)

1002 F e dera l R ece ip ts

1 0 03 G F  M atch

1 0 04 GF

1 0 05 G F /P ro g ra m  R ece ip ts  

1 0 37 G F /M e n ta l H ealth 
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TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2011) cost 

POSITIONS

0.0

Fu ll-tim e

P art-tim e

T e m p o ra ry

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

P rep ared  by  D arw in  P e te rson , S e n a te  F in a n ce  C o m m itte e  s ta ff  P hon e  4 6 5 -3 8 7 3

D ate /T im e  3/31/11 5 :5 0  PM

S e n a to r B ert S tedm an, C o -C h a ir S e n a te  F ina nce  C om m itte e  D ate  3/31/2011

S e n a to r Lym an F loffm an, C o -C h a ir S ena te  F ina nce  C om m ittee
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Senate Senate

Health & Social Labor & Commerce
Services Committee

Committee Member
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Senate Member
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Vice-Chair Joint Armed

Services
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M e m o r a n d u m

T o : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o b  L y n n  

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m : S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  D a v i s

D a t e : A p r i l  1 2 ,  2 0 1 1

R e : R e q u e s t  f o r  H e a r i n g  o f  S B  9 4  o n  T h u r s d a y .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  c o m e  d o w n  a n d  t a l k  w i t h  m e  t o d a y .  I  h a v e  

s p o k e n  t o  e v e r y o n e  o n  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y .  E v e r y o n e  h a s  a g r e e m e n t  t o  h e a r  S B  9 4 .

P l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  a  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m y  s t a f f  m e m b e r  P a m e l a  M a r s c h  a t  4 6 5 - 3 8 2 2  w i t h  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  
c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  r e q u e s t .

T h a n k  y o u ,
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