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STATE OF A LASK A  
Division of Elections 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor
February 3, 2012

The Honorable Bob Lynn, Chair 
House State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 108 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Lynn:

A t the February 2, 2012, House State Affairs committee hearing on H B 260, you inquired about 
the number of absentee by-mail ballots applied for and voted. I am providing you w ith this 
information for the 2008 and 2010 prim ary and general elections.

The detailed information you requested is reflected in the table below.

2010 General Election Absentee By- 
Mail Ballots Issued and Returned

Total Issued: 30,401
Total Returned 22,135

Percentage: 72.80%

2010 Primary Election Absentee By- 
Mail Ballots Issued and Returned

Total Issued: 16,650

Total Returned 8,562

Percentage: 51.40%

2008 General Election Absentee By- 
Mail Ballots Issued and Returned

Total Issued: 45,769
Total Returned 36,662

Percentage: 80.00%

2008 Primary Election  
Mail Ballots Issued and

Absentee By- 
Returned

Total Issued: 13,402
Total Returned 10,533

Percentage: 78.50%

There were also questions from the committee regarding the state's list maintenance process. 
The state's list maintenance process is governed by AS 15.07.130. An outline of the process is 
below:

1. Send a notice by nonforwardable m ail to voters whose m ail from the division has been 
returned as undeliverable in the two years immediately preceding the examination of 
the register; who has not contacted the division in the two years im mediately preceding
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the examination of the register; who has not voted or appeared to vote in the two 
general elections immediately preceding the examination of the register.

2. If a voter has not, w ithin the preceding four calendar years contacted the division, voted 
or appeared to vote and the notice sent above is returned undeliverable, the voter is 
sent a second notice by forwardable m ail advising them their registration w ill be 
inactivated unless they respond to the notice in 45 days.

3. Failure to return the second notice results in the voter's record being inactivated.
4. The voter's record w ill be cancelled if the voter does not contact the division during, or 

vote or appear to vote in an election held during a four year period from the date the 
notice was mailed.

Enclosed is an information sheet showing purge statistics.

If you have further questions or need additional information, please let me know.

T he H o n o rab le  Bob L ynn
F eb ru a ry  3, 2012
P age 2 of 2

Gail Fenumiai 
Director

Enclosure

cc: House State Affairs Committee Members
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STATE OF ALASKA  
DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

P U R G E  S T A T I S T I C S

Purge Notice 
First Mailing

Purge Notice 
Second Mailing Purged

First Notice Delivery 
Status Unknown (1)

Inactive Records 
Removed from 

System
02/04/1986 22,420 05/05/1986 16,578
02/23/1987 51,409 05/28/1987 41,909
01/25/1988 15,920 05/05/1988 12,039
01/25/1989 38,721 05/02/1989 30,933
01/29/1990 18,228 05/17/1990 13,827 05/17/1990: 18,734
01/25/1991 44,308 06/13/1991 34,597 07/02/1991: 50,433
01/18/1992 19,518 04/17/1992 15,192 04/17/1992: *0
04/04/1993 31,707 07/09/1993 25,652 07/09/1993: 37,915

06/06/1994 10,873 06/06/1994: *0
03/20/1999 53,422 07/27/1999 23,368
12/01/1999 32,241 03/29/2000 10,641
01/17/2001 49,370 05/31/2001 33,163
01/15/2002 37,815 03/05/2002 19,557
11/25/2002 30,478 03/07/2003 12,026 03/07/2003: 72,720
11/05/2003 45,388 02/12/2004 23,814
01/11/2005 52,615 06/01/2005 17,795
01/03/2006 28,674 03/02/2006 14,486
12/04/2006 15,655 01/08/2007: 5,192 03/02/2007 5,089 9,757
12/03/2007 36,872 01/03/2008: 15,599 03/03/2008 15,151 20,238 03/28/2008: 16,419
11/20/2008 59,817 01/07/2009: 28,174 03/03/2009 27,405 30,262 01/02/2009: 27,218
11/23/2009 38,600 01/06/2010: 11,888 03/04/2010 11,521 25,306 01/07/2010: 32,044
11/19/2010 50,738 1/5/2011 18,700 03/02/2011 18,331 30,919 1/4/2011: 16,842

1This column reflects notices that were not completed and returned by the voter nor returned to the Division of Elections by 
U.S.P.S. as undeliverable by the time the second notice was mailed.______________________________________________

2When reviewing absentee and questioned ballots, we can count ballots if the person voting was registered in one of the 
last two General Elections. In late 1989, the “delete” code was initiated to delete inactive voters completely, after no 
activity in the past two General Elections. The first time it was used was in the 1990 purge.

In the 1990 purge, voters with no activity since 1985 were deleted because we only needed to keep the records for the 
1986 and 1988 elections. In the 1991 purge, voters with no activity since 1986 and 1987 were deleted because we only 
needed to keep the records for the 1988 and 1990 elections. Therefore, in the 1992 purge, no voters were deleted 
because for the 1992 elections, we needed to know if A/Q voters were registered from the 1988 and 1990 elections.

In 1998 legislation was passed to enable the division to perform list maintenance that was acceptable to the federal 
government. No list maintenance was performed between 6/94 and 6/99.________________________________________
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Fax: 465-2418
Toll Free: (800) 465-4939
Representative_Pete_Petersen@legis.state.ak.us

State Capitol, Suite 422
Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
Phone: 465-4939

716 W. 4th Ave, Suite 380
Anchorage, A K  99501-2133 

Phone: 269-0265 
Fax: 269-0264

Representative Pete Petersen
S e r v i n g  N o r t h e a s t  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  M u l d o o n

List of Invited Testimony
January 30, 2012

To: Rep. Bob Lynn
Chair, House State Affairs Committee

From: Rep. Pete Petersen

Re: List of Invited Testimony

Please see die following list of individuals diat we have invited to testify on HB 260.

Larry Benson, Midnight Sun Area Local 2756 President, American Postal Workers Union

Please feel free to contact me, or my aide Monica Southworth, at 465-4939 with any questions, 
thoughts, or ideas.

mailto:Representative_Pete_Petersen@legis.state.ak.us
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVE PETERSEN

Introduced: 1/13/12 
Referred: Prefiled

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act establishing a permanent absentee voting option for qualified voters; and 

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.07.127 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The director shall maintain the list under (a) of this section so that the 

names of persons who have the status of permanent absentee voters under 

AS 15.20.085 may be readily identified.

* Sec. 2. AS 15.07.130(e) is amended to read:

(e) For purposes of (b) and (d) of this section, a voter "appears to vote" if

(1) the voter is present at a polling place or at an absentee voting 

station at a time when the polling place or absentee voting station is operating, for the 

purpose of casting a vote;

(2) the voter applies to the division

(A) to obtain an absentee ballot; or

HOUSE BILL NO. 260
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1 (B) for permanent absentee voter status under

2 AS 15.20.085: or

3 (3) in an election conducted by mail under AS 15.20.800, a voter who

4 has not received a ballot by mail makes a timely request to the division for a ballot.

5 * Sec. 3. AS 15.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

6 Sec. 15.20.085. Permanent absentee voting, (a) A qualified voter may apply

7 to the director for permanent absentee voting status in the same manner as provided

8 for applying for an absentee ballot under AS 15.20.081, except that another individual

9 may not apply for permanent absentee voting status on behalf o f a qualified voter.

10 (b) A person may supply a permanent absentee voting application to a voter.

11 However, the provisions of AS 15.20.081(a) that apply to the supplying and

12 submission of an absentee ballot application also apply to the supplying and

13 submission of a permanent absentee voting application.

14 (c) For each state primary, general, and special election, and each other

15 election for which the state has responsibility for the conduct o f the election, the

16 director or an election supervisor shall send an absentee ballot to each voter designated

17 as a permanent absentee voter for that election and who is otherwise qualified to vote

18 in that election. The director or election supervisor shall send the ballot to the

19 permanent mailing address set out on the official registration list unless the voter has

20 notified the director or an election supervisor of a different address to which the ballot

21 should be sent. The director or an election supervisor shall send the absentee ballots

22 (1) by first class, nonforwardable mail;

23 (2) not later than the 15th day before the election; and

24 (3) with an accompanying explanation of the absentee voting

25 procedure under AS 15.20.020 and notice that the voter’s permanent absentee voting

26 status will be removed if the voter does not vote or appear to vote in a primary,

27 special, or general election for a period of four calendar years.

28 (d) The director shall make available a change of address form for permanent

29 absentee voters.

30 (e) Nothing in this section requires the director or an election supervisor to

31 send an absentee ballot under (c) of this section to a permanent absentee voter after the

H B  260 -2-
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director or election supervisor receives actual notice that mail sent to the voter's 

permanent mailing address or a different address provided by a voter under this 

section is undeliverable to the voter at the address.

(f) A permanent absentee voter to whom a ballot is provided under this section 

may cast the ballot under AS 15.20.081(d) and (e).

(g) Ballots voted under this section shall be reviewed under procedures 

established for the review of absentee ballots under AS 15.20.201 and 15.20.203.

(h) Nothing in this section limits a voter's eligibility to vote

(1) in person at a precinct under AS 15.15.195 or 15.15.198;

(2) in person before an absentee voting official under AS 15.20.061;

(3) early under AS 15.20.064; or

(4) by electronic transmission under AS 15.20.066.

(i) If a voter designated as a permanent absentee voter under this section does 

not vote or appear to vote in a primary, special, or general election for a period of four 

calendar years, the director shall remove the voter's permanent absentee voter status.

(j) In this section, "appear to vote" has the meaning given in AS 15.07.130(e).

* Sec. 4. AS 15.56.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person commits the crime of unlawful interference with voting in the 

first degree if the person

(1) uses, threatens to use, or causes to be used force, coercion, 

violence, or restraint, or inflicts, threatens to inflict, or causes to be inflicted damage, 

harm, or loss, upon or against another person to induce or compel that person to vote 

or refrain from voting in an election;

(2) knowingly pays, offers to pay, or causes to be paid money or other 

valuable thing to a person to vote or refrain from voting in an election;

(3) solicits, accepts, or agrees to accept money or other valuable thing 

with the intent to vote for or refrain from voting for a candidate at an election or for an 

election proposition or question;

(4) violates AS 15.20.081(a) or 15.20.085(¥) by knowingly supplying 

or encouraging or assisting another person to supply to a voter a permanent absentee 

voting or [AN] absentee ballot application form with a political party or group

H B 0 2 6 0 a -3-
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affiliation indicated if the voter is not already registered as affiliated with that political 

party or group, and the person has been previously convicted of unlawful interference 

with voting in the second degree under AS 15.56.035(a)(5);

(5) knowingly designs, marks, or encourages or assists another person 

to design or mark a permanent absentee voting or [AN] absentee ballot application 

in a manner that suggests choice of one ballot over another as prohibited by 

AS 15.20.081(a) or 15.20.085(bk and the person has been previously convicted of 

unlawful interference with voting in the second degree under AS 15.56.035(a)(6); or

(6) knowingly submits or encourages or assists another person to 

submit a permanent absentee voting or [AN] absentee ballot application to an 

intermediary who could control or delay the submission of the application to the 

division of elections or who could gather data from the application form as prohibited 

by AS 15.20.081(a) or 15.20.085(¥). and the person has been previously convicted of 

unlawful interference with voting in the second degree under AS 15.56.035(a)(7).

* Sec. 5. AS 15.56.035(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person commits the crime of unlawful interference with voting in the 

second degree if the person

(1) has an official ballot in possession outside of the voting room 

unless the person is an election official or other person authorized by law or local 

ordinance, or by the director or chief municipal elections official in a local election;

(2) makes, or knowingly has in possession, a counterfeit of an official

election ballot;

(3) knowingly solicits or encourages, directly or indirectly, a registered 

voter who is no longer qualified to vote under AS 15.05.010[,] to vote in an election;

(4) as a registration official

(A) knowingly refuses to register a person who is entitled to 

register under AS 15.07.030; or

(B) accepts a fee from an applicant applying for registration;

(5) violates AS 15.20.081(a) or 15.20.085(¥) by knowingly supplying 

or encouraging or assisting another person to supply to a voter a permanent absentee 

voting or [AN] absentee ballot application form with a political party or group

H B 260 -4-
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affiliation indicated if the voter is not already registered as affiliated with that political 

party or group;

(6) knowingly designs, marks, or encourages or assists another person 

to design or mark a permanent absentee voting or [AN] absentee ballot application 

in a manner that suggests choice of one ballot over another as prohibited by 

AS 15.20.08lfaf or 15.20.085flA: or

(7) knowingly submits or encourages or assists another person to 

submit a permanent absentee voting or [AN] absentee ballot application to an 

intermediary who could control or delay the submission of the application to the 

division of elections or who could gather data from the application form as prohibited 

by AS 15.20.081 fa! or 15.20.085fbL

* Sec. 6. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS: REGULATIONS. The director of elections may 

adopt or amend regulations as necessary to implement the changes made by this Act. The 

regulations take effect under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the 

effective date o f the law implemented by the regulations.

* Sec. 7. Section 6 o f this Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

* Sec. 8. Except as provided in sec. 7 of this Act, this Act takes effect January 1, 2013.

H B 0 2 6 0 a -5-
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
State Capitol, Suite 422
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: 465-4939 
Fax: 465-2418 
Toll Free: (800) 465-4939 
Representative_Pete_Petersen@legis.state.ak. us

Representative Pete Petersen
S e r v in g  N o r t h e a s t  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  M u l d o o n

An Act establishing a permanent absentee voting 
option for qualified voters; and providing for an 

effective date.

This act will streamline the absentee voting process for Alaskans by giving voters the option to 
register for permanent absentee voting status for state elections. Once a voter is on the permanent 
absentee voter roll, they will not have to fill out an absentee request form for each election cycle. 
Instead, an absentee ballot will be automatically sent to them by the Division of Elections.

This act will expedite the absentee voting process for Alaskans who vote absentee as their 
primary avenue of voting. This bill will reduce paperwork for the Division of Elections and will 
increase access to voting. This act will affect Alaskans across the board from rural Alaskans to 
college students to senior citizens who choose to vote from home.

Currently, absentee voting solely consists of “early and in-person voting”, and “voting by mail 
and fax.” This act does not change voting rights. Voters can still request a one-time absentee 
ballot vote at their regular voting places, just as they do now.

This act does not change any o f the security or evaluation procedures that are already in place in 
Alaska statutes for handling absentee ballots; all of the provisions currently in place for absentee 
ballots would apply to permanent absentee ballots. This act includes a provision for removal 
from the permanent absentee roll if the Division of Elections receives notice that mail sent to the 
voter’s address is undeliverable.

This act only applies only to primary, general and special elections, not local elections, and any 
election for which the state has the responsibility for the conduct o f the election.

Thank you for your consideration.

716 W. 4,h Ave, Suite 380
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 

Phone: 269-0265 
Fax: 269-0264

mailto:Representative_Pete_Petersen@legis.state.ak


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
State Capitol, Suite 422
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Phone: 465-4939
Fax: 465-2418
Toll Free: (800) 465-4939
Representative_Pete_Petersen@!egis.state.ak.us

716 W. 4th Ave, Suite 380
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 

Phone: 269-0265 
Fax: 269-0264

Representative Pete Petersen
S e r v in g  N o r t h e a s t  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  M u l d o o n

Sectional Analysis of HB 260
Section 1 of this bill am ends AS 15.07.127 by adding a new subsection (b) that states “the director 
shall maintain die list under (a) o f  tliis section so diat die nam es o f persons who have die status of 
perm anent absentee voters under AS 15.20.08.5 may be readily idendfied.”

Section 2 o f diis bill am ends AS 15.07.130(e) by adding (b) which states diat a voter who applies to 
die Division o f Elecdons for a perm anent absentee voter status qualifies as a voter who “appeal's to 
vote” under (b) and (cl) o f  diis secdon.

Section 3 Am ends AS 15.20 by adding a new secdon (15.20.085) that:

(a) enables Alaskan voters to apply to die Division o f Elecdons for perm anent absentee vodng 
status;

(b) allows a person to provide a voter widi a perm anent absentee vodng application form  widi a 
political party o r group affiliation only if diat voter is already registered with die political party or 
group indicated. T ins paragraph also sets fordi requirem ents diat only die voter may m ark die 
application form, indicate dieir choice of prim ary ballot and subm it die application to die Division 
o f  Elections on a form  prescribed by die D irector o f  die Division o f Elections;

(c) requires die Division o f Elections to send an absentee ballot to each voter designated as a 
perm anent absentee voter for each state primary, general and special election and any odier 
election for which the state has die responsibility for conducting die election; and establishes die 
timeline and m anner in which die ballots will be sent;

(d) requires die D irector o f  die Division o f Elections to make change o f address forms available for 
perm anent absentee voters;

(e) allows the D irector o f the Division of Elecdons to no t send an absentee ballot if the Division 
has received notice diat mail sent to an address is undeliverable;

(0 allows a perm anent absent voter to cast die ballot under AS 15.20.081 (d), wltich lists persons 
who are audiorized to witness die casting o f a ballot, and AS 15.20.081 (e), wltich lists die dates by



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
State Capitol, Suite 422
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: 465-4939 
Fax: 465-2418 
Toll Free: (800) 465-4939 
Representative_Pete_Petersen@legis.state.ak.us

Representative Pete Petersen
S e r v in g  N o r t h e a s t  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  M u l d o o n

which the ballot m ust be cast and the means by which it m ust be returned to die Division of 
Elections;

(g) requires diat ballots voted under diis secdon be reviewed under die procedures diat are 
established for die review o f absentee ballots in AS 15.20.201 and AS 15.20.203;

(h) establishes diat nothing in diis secdon prohibits a person from  vodng early, o r in person at a 
precinct, o r in person before an absentee voting official, o r by electronic submission as provided 
by AS 15.15.195, AS 15.15.198, AS 15.20.061, AS 15.20.064 and AS 15.20.066..

Section 4 amends AS 15.56.030(a) by making die provisions diat govern die unlawful interference 
widi vodng in die first degree apply to perm anent absentee voting.

Section 5  am ends AS 15.56.035(a) by making die provisions diat govern die unlawful interference 
widi vodng in die second degree apply to perm anent absentee vodng.

Section 6 audiorizes die D irector o f  die Division o f Elections to adopt regulations to im plem ent 
die changes m ade in this act.

Section 7 provides for an im m ediate effective date for section 6, which will allow die Division o f 
Elections to adopt regulations to im plem ent die changes m ade in diis act.

Section 8 provides for a January 1, 2013 effective date for all odier provisions of diis act.

716 W. 4,h Ave, Suite 380
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 

Phone: 269-0265 
Fax: 269-0264

mailto:Representative_Pete_Petersen@legis.state.ak.us


A m e r ic a n  P o s ta l W o r k e r *  U n io n ,  A F L -C iO
Anchorage. Belhei, ChugM , Copper Centw, Cordova, Eagle Rhrer, GMwood, Giannaiien, 

Homar, Kenai, Palmer, Seward, SoUotn*, Sutton, Talkaalne, Valdez, W ulla , W»ow

Midnight Sun Area Local 2756 
1111 Cast 80“ Avenue, 8wKe 3 

Anchorage, Alaaka 99818
January 18, 2012

Representative Pete Petersen 
Alaska State Legislator 
State Capitol Building Room 422 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Pete,

The American Postal Workers Union supports HB 260; we see this as a way to simplify 
the voter process and we believe that a greater return in votes cast would result.

Currently Alaskans can apply for an absentee ballot which is valid for one year. HB 260 
would allow voters to receive an absentee ballot in perpetuity or until the voter fails to 
vote In one election cycle, at which point the voter would revert back to the original voter 
roll.

Permanent absentee vote by mail increases voter turnout and results In more citizens 
having a stake in their government, provides greater procedural Integrity, favors neither 
of the political parties, saves taxpayer money, and enhances the democratic process.

Receiving a ballot In the mail two weeks before an election reminds voters an election is 
imminent, Vote by mall allows voters to study and research candidates and issues and 
vote at their convenience instead of within the voting booth,

In Alaska weather conditions may cause voters to miss an election, with vote by mail 
voters will still be able to cast their votes.

With the transient nature of the state, permanent absentee vote by mail would be 
beneficial. Alaska has fishermen, miners, slope workers, shift workers and construction 
workers that would have a better opportunity to cast votes as a result of HB 260, HB 
200 would also be of benefit to the disabled, seniors and working families who face 
challenges in casting their vote at the polls.



Jan. 18. 2012 5:04PM american postal workers union No. 6305 P. 3

A University of Oregon study shows that demographlcally young people aged 26-38 
voted 44% more often, homemakers vote 51% more often, disabled and unable to work 
vote 48% more often, and across all demographics voters vote 29% more often.

In 2004,40% of New Mexico voters used vote by mall, in 2006, nearly 90% of 
Washington State voters used vote by mail. Oregon passed vote by mail in 1998 with 
69% for the Initiative and by 2003 had an approval rate of 81%.

Voting by mall provides a paper trail for each vote cast unlike electronic voting 
machines which are susceptible to computer hackers and have no such safeguards. 
Vote by mail provides for accurate cleansing of registration rolls. When the ballot is 
returned because the voter has moved, their registration can be updated and a new 
ballot can be mailed to the new address.

County clerks in Oregon report that vote by mall elections cost about 30% less than 
traditional polling place elections

The sanctity of the ballot is paramount to the process. The United States Postal Service 
has been delivering vital documents for over two hundred years. The US Postal Service 
workforce Is background checked; drug screened, and held to the US government code 
of conduct and ethics laws. Additionally the US Postal Service has internal enforcement 
agencies that work closely with the Federal Bureau of Investigations to protect the 
public from mail fraud. The US Postal Service is currently the only delivery service to 
handle absentee ballots and would like to continue as such.

2
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January 31,2012

Honorable Bob Lynn, Chair 
House State Affairs Committee 
Alaska Capitol, Room 108 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Chair Lynn:

On behalf of the AARP members in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on the House 
State Affairs Committee to support HB 260, authored by your Committee colleague Representative 
Pete Peterson and Representatives Chris Tuck, Scott Kawasaki, Bob Miller and Les Gara.

HB 260 would allow qualified citizens to have permanent absentee voting status. AARP believes 
the right to vote is the most basic of all political rights.

Normal aging and disabilities often interfere with a citizen’s ability to exercise his or her right to 
vote. If someone has a permanent problem that prevents their ability to vote on a regular basis, it 
will be much easier if they can be given permanent absentee voting rights.

AARP recommends an “AYE" vote on HB 260.

Should you have any questions about our position, please feel free to contact me (586-3637) or 
Patrick Luby, AARP Advocacy Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you for your consideration.

Marie Darlin, Coordinator 
AARP Capital City Task Force 
415 Willoughby Avenue, Apt. 506 
Juneau, AK 99801 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: Vice-Chair Wes Keller Representative Chris Tuck
Representative Peggy Wilson Representative Scott Kawasaki
Representative Paul Seaton Representative Bob Miller
Representative Max Gruenberg Representative Les Gara
Representative Pete Peterson 
Representative Kyle Johansen

RE: HB 260 (Peterson, Tuck, Kawasaki, Miller, Gara)--Support

Sincerely,

HEALTH / FIN A N CES / CO N N ECTIN G / GIVING / ENJOYING
Jennie Chin Hansen, President
Addison Barry Rand, Chief Executive Officer

http://www.aarp.org/ak
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FISCAL NOTE

A na lys is

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB260

2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

This legislation will allow for a qualified voter to apply for permanent absentee voter status. A voter may request on 
an absentee by-mail application to be designated to receive absentee by-mail ballots for all future elections in which 
they are qualified to vote. In order to track permanent absentee voters in the division's absentee module of the 
statewide voter registration system, programming modifications will be required.
The division estimates this cost to be $21.0.
In order to ensure the integrity of the process, the division would send confirmation notices at the beginning of each 
election year to all voters designated as permanent absentee voters to ensure the address on file is still 
accurate. The division estimates postage and printing costs of $20.0. This amount would be a recurring cost during 
each election year.
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